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PREFACE. 



or^ of reviBion, and induced me to spare no pains, which 

teresting .^ ^^^ worthy of the favour already hestowed upon it. 

might ^^^ ^ of misprints occurred in the previous editions, which 

^^^^^garily incidental to the printing of foreign words and 

were ^^^'^j^^jge which I had no opportunity of revising and correct- 

names. ^^ second edition, I have now endeavoured carefully to 

mg, eveo. ^^^ j cannot hope that none will occur, since no book 

set right, ^^^^t them. I only desire that they may not he put 

was ^^^^ iornoranoe of the author, as it is impossible for me per- 

down to t*^*^ ? ., ^^^ 

®^~*y rd, also, I wish to say, in regard to this book, both in its 

^ rm a^^ ^ ^^ previously appeared. Nothing in it is at 

presen ^ - unless so stated. The places, people, and scenes de- 

*^hfd I have personally «een. The hooks that are or were quoted 

T^"h ' Tsonally exaiiil^®^ and read, always in so far as related to 

^^\^t and genera.lly throughout. It was far from myinten- 

^^ ^^ rflde a pretetJd®^ erudition in citing books with which I 

Uon to pa ^ f^^:^iisX ; ^^*^> ^ g^ard against any such accusation, 

happened w struck out nearly all the references in the 

I have, in ^^ editioi^* 

notes. ^^at much has been omitted, some additions 

At the sam ^ ^t;ing to the customs and life of the common 

have been made lei - ^^ j ^ ^.^ ^^ ^ thought to be with- 
people in Bome, an^ 
out interest. W. W, STORY. 

RoMB,2^o«.18«5. 



■I 



PEEFACE TO THE PIEST EDITION. 



Tms substance of a few of the earlier chapters of this book has 
already appeared in the *' Atlantic Monthly.'* But these have been 
since re-written, enlarged, and, it is to be hoped, improved. The 
remainder, and for the greater part of the book, is now printed for 
the first time. 

The title, " Roba di Roma," will be intelh'gible to every one who 
has been in Rome. Mr. Millhoose, in his dictionary, defines ** Roba" 
to be ^ goods, wares, things, articles, property, chattels, estate ; stuff, 
lumber ; a robe, gown, dress." Tet this definition, extensive as it 
is, is inadequate. We have no term so comprehensive in English. 
"Roba" is everything — from rubbish and riff-raff to the most 
exquisite product of art and nature. This book is filled with 
" Roba,"— and I hope that it contains very little ** Robaccia," which 
Mr. Millhouse defines to be " trash, trumpery, and stuff." 

Noo, l8t, 1862. 
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ROBA DI ROMA. 



CHAPTER I. 



ENTRANCE. 




' was on the 6th of December, 1866, that I landed with 
my family at Civita Vecchia, on my return for the third 
time to Rome. Before we could make all our arrange- 
ments, it was, too late to think of journeying that day 
towards the dear old city; but the following morning 
we set forth in a rumbling, yellow post-coach, with three horses, 
and a shabby, gaudy postilion, — the wheels clattering, the bells on 
the horses' necks jingling, the cocks'-plumes on their heads nodding, 
and a half-dozen sturdy beggar-brats running at our side and sing- 
ing a dismal chorus of ** Dated qualche cota,^ Two or three half- 
baiocchi, however, bought them oflF, and we had the road to our- 
selves. The day was charming, the sky cloudless, the air tender 
and with that delicious odour of the South which so soothingly in- 
toxicates the senses. The sea, accompanying us for half our way, 
gleamed and shook out its breaking surf along the shore ; and the 
lolling slopes of the Campagna, flattered by sunlight, stretched all 
around us, — ^here desert and sparkling with tall skeleton grasses and 
the dry canes' tufted feathers, and there covered with low, shrubby 
trees, that, crowding darkly together, climbed the higher hills. On 
tongues of land, jutting out into the sea, stood at intervals lonely 
watch-towers, gray with age, and at their feet shallow and impotent 
waves gnashed into foam around the black, jagged teeth of half- 
sunken rocks along the shore. Here and there the broken arches of 
a Roman bridge, nearly buried in the lush growth of weeds, shrubn, 
and flowers, or the ruins of some old villa, the home of the owl, 
snake, and lizard, showed where Ancient Rome journeyed and lived. 
VOL, I. » 



iP"***. cnaiji 'f'^ <*»*wii by the superb .gray <aen for the 
'^5 or soiiie I- If ^ ^y* *« <»»<arf»»o sitting athwart the 
j*«eei> ,m^^^ |Jglit wine earretta came ringing along, the driver 
■etim"*** *"<! i- 1, ^ triangular cover, with his fierce little dog 
Ided ^ W ^ f adorned with bright rosettes and feathere. 
'«s of**** ^"i dn ♦ °"*^** <* 1»0"«8> tied one to another's tail, 
^en, i„^*!«. or fS J*°ces«on, laden with sacks ;—80inetiineg 
' for ^«'*»«s. J^^' conducted by a sturdy driver in heavy 
r *"^hf*°**»ejjf V^^ "^^"^ a long, pointed pole, stopped our 
4 ^.*'f-aa^ **»« vl^ *« fiel^. tl>e pecoraxo, in shaggy ^^P- 
i4 ^lirA ^' a*^?" *ype <»f the mythic Pan, leaned t«»iiwt h« 
/bo* '»» tie **«'-fc ft **i'«'ed his woolly flock,— or the c07>*»^ 
"^ p-JI!*'*e ov'S^et* '^'^8 the old plough of Villi's time, that 
,*' o/^«». ^*«<). ^^ to the "Georgics," dragged tediously along > 
','^bi^^°^'^*>&^.^ abreast. There, too, were herds of long- 
^.^' .f'>«/*" t^« i*^ *l»e bushes and shovving their beards over 
fJ'f'^trici^ / ^<Jer ^'^^Pherd to their fold, as the 8hadow9 l^egan 
^^.(vr*''^feT^°'*' -i»«^^*^ screaming wains, tugged by uncouth 
'ai'^fi(C/^o^^iSi^^^^B and knotted knees, bred among the 

P/^ '^^i/ci ^^^ -?>o«^*^«nged horses at Palo, — a little grim settle- 
'ffeJiJ''^y Of '^^W^'Sol ^^r**^*^«8e, inn, stables, a line of straggling fisher- 
' as ,v ^^ia^ fck2^^^ old fortress, flanked by four towers. This 



'"■^tlCa'^^feu. % "^'^►^i^fc '^^^^ged to the Odescalchi family, but is now 
% ■'* 9JuV *tK** *^ ^ -ft^?^ government, looks like the very spot for 
■ "''/ Of A iti ^^^ ■^^Tt^"^'"® 'otting in the pestilential air, and gar- 



hb- V Of A ifi ^^^ «=fc-l^ rottmg in the pestilential air, and gar- 

^ \ /r,« '«f.» ^^»^-»-w^ soldiers, whose dreary, broken-down ap- 

o.^'^e/,*, ^ ^f ^'^^ » z^!?*^* '^•*^ *^« Pl*«e- I^alo itself is the site 

"tj^V <ltlj oce. *0:r-^ ■fc^^^^^'l ^y the Pelasgi, in the dim gloom of 

^Of /esort Of ti^*^ ~^^ Etnwcans landed on this shore. It was 

-et. 4lltonin„ ^ ^* 3?t. ,c^l**® Etruscans, and afterwards became a 

'« Of Scan towl^' ^^*'^^^^rp''°^'"-*y' ^^« ^'^i'* tl»e>« the splendid 

«0 »^oman v^,^ ^^^ Z^^^'^^"^^^"^' *°<i others. Of the Pelasgic 

C' 2 ,^ »^^r^ ^^« ^Ite^ seen along the shore. No longer 
<Jfi> .^^^^^^-^^^^ ^^Ir^Jr*:"^ by Pronto,* of" fatled 
^% tr^nsparec-fc ^:<^5:;^^Jr=*'«'^a^. and generous wines in 

St)> seaside ^--^-fc^^^t ? but ^LTTl^ ** "^o^ 1« oalled "» 
V^ o33« can e^^ ^ ^^y^^TJ''^'^^^ *'« BtUl abundant 

'^^^tf*=»x» « lc-^^:i_^5^^ with the 2^!1 tT'*^ their market value. 
%Visr .^* '««»«*«»«««, ^^:i>ist.in. s^,^'*^S in alon§ the rounded 

nnis's ^truacan Anti^aies, Vol. I, 



■^ 



KlSiTRAI^aE TO Hojifto 

^^ of the coast, close up to the door of tk 

aay, when the white wings of feluccas may ^ s 

on the blue Mediterranean, and the ^herm^J^^^:^ 

close into shore, it seems as if it might rea/i^^ ^^^o>»' ^t/ 

seaside retreat," but for tlxe desolating j^}^^^ ^t^^^^Z'^'^j^ 

dangerous to rest there for a single night. ^^^.^«</J;f^V^4^^^i^ 

Here, of course, we stopped, sls short a Ux^ ^^ "f^h-'f ^^^u^*^^^ 

bidding adieu to the sea, struck inland ove^^ ^^ ""^ ^^^^''^'' 

The country now grows wild, desoJate, a>, 't^^ rP'^^'^/e ^^ 

special charm of its own, wliicli they who ^ ^o^T^"^ ^^ ^^"^^ 
i^me, and to whom it is an obstruction a»/^^ ox,/ "' ^^t u ^^^e' 
of course, perceive. It is dreary, weird, sh^^ ^ tJf^^J^s^ ^ * 
^ds; but ite silence, sadness, and sohtl^^V,^^^?'^, ^^,t 
impressive. After miles and jnilea up and^^^® ^th. "^^ of the 
crest of a hill up whicli we slowjy toiled y^Uu'^''' ^t l^^^'^'S and 
nage and reeking horses, we saw the donje r ^^^ ^^J^b^w ^ ^® 
above the city, which as yet was buried out ^/ ?^- Jeter's w ^''^ 
glimpse and was soon lost. The postilion Zv^^ ^^ was^u^f 
we of his shabby livery with a heavy cloak wiTlf i*^® ^orn-out 
his shoulder to keep out the dampening air ^a ^'^'^^ ^""^^ 

flourishes with his whip, broke into guttural exr^inl^J^'^f ""^ "^^ 
urge along his,borses, and on we went Wl-galTor ^^^^ 
mOxe and more.pppulated as we approached the city. Carriages 
Wej« put for a drive, or to meet friends on their way from Civlta 
Vecchia ; and .on foot was many a little company of Romaiis, laugh- 
ing and talking. At the oeterias were groups seated -andeT pergoUy 
or before the door, drinking ./o^Z^c«e 'of . wine and watching the 
passers-by. At last, toward sundown, ;we stopped at the Porta 
Cavall^gieii, where, thanks to onr Ic^cia passare, we were ^^^f* 
but a minute,— and then we were .in.Rome. Over iis ^^^S ^'^^^ 
huge swelling dome of St. Peter's, golden ^^^^/^ . • "^^^e 
sunset. The pillars of the gigantic colonnaae of *^™^' ry^e 
jolted along, "seemed to be marcUing by,'' in "broad ^^^^^^^^ to 
fountains piled their flexile coliamns of spray ^^ Qyoxips ^a.^^^^^^ 
and Iro. The gi-eat bell clanged from the ^^^^^*-|^^^s^ in t\ie ceTitte 
forth in the great Piazza. The old Egyptian .^"^Qix^eX T:^^* ^^^ 
pointed its lean finger to the sky. '^^ ^^re ^^^^^^^ey i^om C^^^ 
moment of surprised sensation is worth the 3 3^aexiVy atvd coxa- 
Vecchia. Entered by no other gate, is Home so ^^3t»:nt«aeaua asv 
pletely possessed. Nowhere is the contrast ^^^^^l, a^^^^ff^^t^ 
vivid as here, between the silent, desolate Carnp^^^^^e OY^tys^v^^^^ 
dour of St. Peter's, between tlie "burrows of pn 
and the gorgeousness of ecclesiastical Home, 
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After leaving the Piaaz* we get a glimpse of Hadrisn's Mole, and 

rf^,- as of old, under tt.e statued bridge, of St. Angelo,-aDd then 
, plunge into long, damp, narrow, dirty streets. Yet-shaU I 
,f^ it?-they bada «^ana for me. Twiligit was deepeiung 
„ d*rk as we P^Jj^^^^ them Confused cries and loud 

^liog *«« ^•"f J?'. !^u.^'^ ^«« ringing eyejwhere. 

v^irti were going .J*»"^' ^"^ **»«« jackets banging over one 
,o«ld«r. Women, in tneu rough woollen gowns, stood ia the 

„eit black liair sbmmg under «^ lanterns. Lighto were twiakling 
a tbe Uttle «^*'7"^! '^^^f „^^der the Madonna shrines ftf 
vithin them. A funeral P^«on. with its black banners, gUt 
vitb » death's-head andcr^nes, was j^sing by. its wa^^^ 

andles borne ^J ^^^^tfTwll-r^** "*«*«' carelessly alon^ 
hroud^d from head to foot m white, with only two holes for the 
yes to glare through. 

It was dirty, but it was K^« 5 and to any one who has long lived 

a Rome even its very dirt has a charm which the neatness of no other 

,Uce ever had. ^Jl depends, of course, on what we call dirt. No 

ne would defend the <^^^°^ "^ «"\« of the streets or some of the 

labits of the people. But the soil and stain which many call dirt I 

all colour, and the ^^^^ f Amsfenlam would ruto^ome for 

he artist Thrift and exce^mg cleanness are sadly at war with the 

.icturesque. To ''^a^ver the hand of man builds the hand of T^e 

dds a grace, and ^^^^.^ .^^^^"^ «« the «wly new. Fancy 

9r a moment the "^^^f ^"'V'';, *« ^°we. if all the grim, browned, 

otted walls of R^'^^^/'J^ S' "^^^^ ""'^^. tbeir thousand 

aubs of varying g^^!,*^^ y^^}"*". their jutting brickwork and 

atched stonework. "Oia. wnose mtervals the cement has crumbled 

ff. their waving ^^^W ^^T^.'"'^ flowers, now sparsely fring- 

ig their top, now thickly protruding from their sides, or clingi^ 

nd making a home «n *~fte and crevices of decay, were to be 

raootbed to a complex '®^«l. and whitewashed over into one uni- 

jrm and monotonous tmt. what a gain in cleanlmessi what a 

)ss in beauty 1 An old ^aii like this I remember on the road from 

trotta Ferrata to FraflCftti' which was to my eyes a constant delight 

»ne day tbe owner took « mto his head to whitewash it all over,— 

) clean it. as some would say. I loofc upon that man as little 

etter than a Vandal i» taste,---one from, whom "knowledge at one 

atranoe" was" quite Bbut out. 



Take another "rnoden* *?*,^,^ ajad piW^-m ■** 
of Rome, now so gray, ^'^^ * r JSTeW VL^*^^^ 
lichens, the cold, clean »'*, J^ /» Tieii> J^'^^*^ 

Pari8,_ghouldwegaiii *>V*11 cl««" »* '"Ifc^^ ^^^^«*« ^^ 
and unifonn,— all new axM* ** ,< <jaJaan*W6 « *^ ^^ ^_ ^« ^^v 
and melody in it than in "^^^^ to xnate ,v '^j^^^ ^■'•V„/% ^^y-^^^^i 
and even Time will be P"^^*^ ae«t«>jert ' ^^e^-«»« J^'*!^'*:^^'^' 
interesting a, those old Jxo«^«^ «P V^^^^Sf *°°>^<"" 
building, and which bad «P^^ builde^> *»^^« S''^*^'*'''-^^-^ 
the various whims of the ▼»^^^, tinsi^?- J^«=^ «N^ "'^*^^'' ' 
because they were dirty, 33»rjo ^rfa/^^^/^.-^Osfet:? C^,^' ' " 
elegant and clean. Clean *^^ « ^^> *,^ , ^i^******^" 
other peculiarity,_that of }^^ But ?^*«>W?'=^X;i,^«'^^^ 
military despotism they reprea*f ^ i p^^ a«/^ '^^br "'" 
dom, and v^ety. for my o^ ^^^ .^^^e iU.C«.**V^S^-^« 
Corso, with here a noble P»l»*^'igb, no,^ Jot^'^^^rk^'^^'^ Audd,tS^ 
or8hop,-the buildings no^ jJleresfaW .f' *** ''ut^J^'"'^' 
with balconies,-is far mpre .m*! % «,«, ^^ „Z^-^i«f 



over 



fonnity of the Rue de ^i^?V\ ^'JT' *i««, are t^^"* "°'- 
who We the had laste to **»*"?^^ij5^<'««o» in X^sX^Jn 
to have scraped the stained B,rxd v^erabfe 2^6tre Dan,e intf ^C" 
ness. The Romantic wiU ."«* '^"'^'^ ^^J^^ Moaotonous,- 
Natu« is not neat,-PoetiT ^/.f^lT. '^^''f 5°""*' !! ^'^* "I"*"- 
These thoughts, or ghosts of thonghtis flitted through my Bund, 
as the oarria|j was passing »^ong the narrow, dirty streets, aad 
brought with them ^-tnuns of r^ection. There may l>e, 1 
thonlht, among the thousands of travellers that ^^^^^J^^^^X 
BnnJ . ♦ Jk-v.« +he common out-door pictures of modem 
Rome, some to whom ^*®, ,3*" ^^^j,, „ the gallerieB aiia «»- 
Roman life would have a chhrm as special *f * "Lj^j^ wise «cA 
tiquities, and to whom a fikeich of ^^, f ^^^^ bS ^S^^^ 
wrious traveUers have passed by as "°^'*'''^°f .^,„<,rfeHe« hnr»« -ttpoa 
interesting. Every ruin has had its score 01 antiquaricunL» «»* 

it. The soil has been almost overworJtea j ^^^ ^^^ a.xi.*\q»® 
wsholars, to whom the modern flower was ^ described to ^»\ 
*>rick a prize. Poets and sentimentalists " their work «o ^""^ 

what the antiquaries have left ;— some b*^®^ Everybody >>a^ * 
awt nothing remains to be done after ^^^^i^ted «**»» *^*^ ^:^ex5 
berharimn of dried flowers from »U *f '^ ,He rtti»^«^^ou>o--^ ««^'^- 
■made from bite of marble coUected m *^^ ^od » J|''j^v »*> «^«^ 
f Englishman carries a MuWor info«^**^\ooW ^^^'t^ai ^a^^*'-^, 
ment. and finds out by tK^^ *;Lt be ^ **^ J| t>y *'°P^^ftdV**^^- ^^^ 
ftep. Pictures and slaS.^^^^ been BtaJjJ jjyi'^ '^'^^ 
t>on. ^til eveiything i^ ^i ^^^d, f^^ 
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»« yotitig Wbarians all at play,** and all that, down to the 
' tri^ Cenci, the Madame Tonson of the shops, that haunts one 
** ^Ijere with her white turban and red eyes. All the public and 
?^f^ life and history of the ancient Romans, from Romulus to 
^^ ^IgS^tiae and Julian the Apostle, (as he is sometimes called,) ia 
^^dCtly ^®^^ known. But the common life of the modem Roma«is, 
^^ ^g0,tf^e»9 customs, and habits of the people, the eveiy-day of U^o- 
^® ^^aB heen only touched upon here and there, — sometimes -with 
*^t »^^ accuracy, as by Charles M*Farlane, sometimes with grace, 
!s^l>V B*'^ Christian Andersen, and sometimes with great ignorance, 
ts 't^y J^°®®' Brown, and Robinson, who see through the eyes of 
their courier, and the spectacles of their prejudices. This is the snb- 
\ecU however, which has specially interested me ; and a life of several 
^earfl ^ Rome has enabled me to observe some things which do not 
strike the hurried traveller, and to correct many of my own false 
notions in regard to the people and place. To a stranger, a first im- 
pression is apt to "be * false impression ; and it constantly happens 
to me to hear my ^^^ countrymen work out the falsest ooncluaions 
from the slightest premises, and settle the character and deserts of 
the Italians,--all of whom they mass together in a lump,— after they 
have been just loo^^ enough on the soil to travel from Oivita Vecchia 
to Rome under *^^ ^^^'"Se of a courier,— when they know just 
enoueh of the 10lO^^^ ^ ^^ ^^^ * coachman when they want a 
SDoon — or to or<J^^ ^ '"'mezzo detto'' at the r€8tai^ant,-'&nd when 
tW have madft *^^ respectable acquaintance, besides their courier, 
of Jfew Frters, ^ ^^hi^P™' * ^^"^ shopkeepers, and the padrone 

''^^'' *ru^?fo^^ '"^ ^^^^ ^^^^^"* l^^^^g i*5 a^d I must, in the 

' ^^ T IT^\*0 ^y^^^ to be in the same cat^ory. Those who 

beginning, come** ^^ender papers, without agreeing to the kindly 

shall Tfead /.nea© ^^gg^^ ^^^^ account for it by remembering that 

opinions otten e^V .^^g ^^^^ ^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^.^ .^ ^^ ^^^^ ^„,. 

••Love lends apt^ ^^^ ^ erudite, but I hope I shall not be duU. 

bitious. ^ ® tol*^ ™*^ remind some of happy days spent under 

These little ste ^^^ ^^ directing the attention of others to what 

the Roman * ^^^gd, may open a door to a new pleasure. Chi sa f 

they have oy ^^ Vaches may sometimes please when the fifth 

JJ^jSS^fSoveuwouW habere. 



--J 





CHAPTBft jj 

STREET MUSIC ijf ^q^^ 

HOEVER has passed the month of Dp t 
wiU remember to have been awakened from 
dreams by the gay notes of the^ij^eraK pi, 
' streets below, before the shrines of the M 
Bambino,— and the strains of one set of per: 
scarcely have ceased, before the distant notes of anothe: 
grims will be heard to continue the well-known nm 
pifferart are generally contadini of the Abmzzi Mountai 
the season of Advent, leave their home to make a pil 
Rome,— stopping before all the way-side shrines as th 
along, to pay their glad music of welcome to the Virgi 
coming Messiah. Their song is called a novena, from its 
for nine consecutive days,— first, for nine days previoi^tc 
of the Madonna, which occurs on the 8th of December, 
wards for the nine days preceding Christmas. The ^^^ 
music serve, however, for both celebrations. x^p^pe 

go in couples, one playing on the zampognay or ^^^ 
and treble accompaniment, and the other on r^f^^^^ ckri 
pipe, which carries the air ; and for the mon«i ^ streets 
sound of their instruments resounds tbrougn ^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^ 
wherever there is a shrine,— whether at the com ^^^^ ^^f t i 
the depths of the shops, down little lanes, in **^ gtairvray» c I 
^n the interior courts of the palaces, or on tne 
houses. ^„ their lie 



On 



Their costume is extremely picturesque, ^j^j^joct's fea 
^ear conical felt hats adorned with a frayea .j^^es ai^e cl 
^ed band of red cords and tassels,— their ^^^^ or 

;^ai8tcoats, blue jackets, and small-clotbes ^^^^^ feet ^ 
Wspun cloth,-skin sandals are ^^fjtl^o lo^ee -^xi 



that 



interlace each other up the l«g 



as far as 
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3 long brown or blue cloak witb a short cap©* JyjjcAJed 
\ ^l rott**^ *^® ^*^^* SometimeB, but rarely, this cloa^ y^ ^/ ^ 
I ^'^ red "V^i*^ * scalloped cape. As they stand before the pictures of 
h^^Madoi^^^' their hats placed on the ground before tlxeza, and 
, ®. xiji^t, black, dishevelled hair covering their Btinburnt brows, 
, , . ft^ay ^^ ^6" instruments or pausing to sing^ their novena, 
thev form ^ picture which every artist desires to paint Their dress 
. common ^ ^^^^^ *^^ ^® peasantry of the Abruzzi, and, worn and 
tattered a» ^* ^^*®^ ^*' ^* ^^ * richness and harmony of tint which 
no new clothes could ever have, and for which the costumes of the 
shons and regoifiT models offer a poor substitute. It is the old Btory 
(^ The 11®^ ^^ ^^®"^ ^® ^^^ *^ pointable, not so picturesque, 
M the tarnis^^ *°^ '^^^^^ "^^^ ^^"^ ^lue of the cloak is softened 
^ the dull gray of the threads beneath, — patches of various coloura 
L often let ii^to ^e jao^e* or breeches,— the hat is lustreless fh>m 
*^ and rusty a* an old wall,— and the first vivid red of the waist- 
rnit ia toned l:>y constant use to a purely pictorial hue. Besides, the 
true miferaro vrears his costume as if it belonged to him and had 
alwavs been worn by him,— so that it has none of that got-up look 
which spoilt* everything. Prom the sandals and corded leggings, 
which in the Neapolitan dialect^ are termed cioce, the pifferari are 
often ^lled ctociaW. 

Their CJhristmas pilgnmages are by no means prompted by purely 
religious motives, though, undoubtedly, such consideratioDS have 
some weight with thein, the common peasantry being religiously in- 
clined, and oftoii making pilgrimages simply from a sense of duty 
and propriety. But in these wanderings to Rome, their principal 
object is to earn a little money to support them during the winter 
months, when their "occupation is gone." As they are hired in 
Home by the oveners of the various houses adorned with a Madonna 
shrine (of which there are over fifteen hundred in the city) to play 
before them at the rate of a paul or so for each full nwena, and as 
they can easily V^^J *>efore thirty or forty a day, they often 
return, if their 1^^^. ^ good, with a tolerable little sum in their 
pockets. Besides this, they often stand as models, if they are good- 
looking fellows, »^^ *^"s add to their store ; and then again, the 
fcrestteri (for, aS t^^e ancient Romans called 'strangers harhari, so 
their descendants call them foresters, wood-men, wild-men) occa- 
Bionally drop haiocch^ and pauls into their liB.ts still farther to 
increase it. 

Sometimes it is • ^*^©r and son who play ^ogl^^^^^' . ^^^ner 
two old friends who make the pilgrimage i^ pairs- This morning, 
as I was going out for a walk round the walU two admirable speci- 



-I 



the comet of *f /J"^^ »"**? deprecatoT^** dS^ 'J"* «» old 

pipe ^th rapid runs and Drouth. 80^,;^^^ «^* d«>ps of ' 
Gripped from ite ^^^jfffy l.i« T'^es^J^ r:*^" Ae cou 
pUy tot enough to "atw^^ de»ly l»»erin ' t^^,,^ *»«»»• n ' 

the accompanimeat of tbe ^^ held tock bv 2 ?** ^ 

,;e««^ all lumhered ^i«» ^^ big work as «, Ame,^ / "^ 
other panting and ^^^^ the raiU. Ch ho^r ^" 
and a. constantly r^^ As they stoS^^^'e^**;^ ' -- 

"^"^ l*^r ^A A 8ca«»P of » W left Ms s^rt t^tj 
group gathered round. ^ ^^ ^tone step before them 5 sev^" 
beat time with a ^f «^ ^^wo or three women, with black-eyed i 
drenduBtoednear; ana ^ ^^^ ^^ ^mpatWze. At la 
in their arms, al»P*-L-^er«»^' ^"^ »P t^eir hats and looked 
jJaying ceased. The pW" 



ingly round at us. ^^ ?" I asked. 

« £A /» said the j)»/^^^iietheotherechoedthepantomime. 
shoulders g«>d-naturecuy, ggantg call the kingdom of Nai 

iJ^o,"— for so the A orw^i^^^ ^ 

" ^^„f *• y«"^ *^%TldS»tin« his friend) and I (pointing t 

« 5«, fw^nore. He (.w* ^^, thirty-three years, and every y 
seU) have been companio^ ^^ «we„o .» 
have come to Home *« PJ*^ bent his head on one side, an 

To this the old '^P^'^Znta tre mni" 

aasentingly,— « Eh J i»e»J ^^le pifferaro, bursting in before th. 

And " Eoco," oontmu^ w,inting to two stalwart youths of 
pognaro could go on, ^/LTvears of age, who at this momen 
twenty-two or twenty-tniY^^j^^jg^tg^_.. These are our twc 
up the street with their i^ ^^ j^.^ reversed thumb; "an 
He is mine,»-indicating o ^^^^^^ ^.^ companion. «' An« 
other is l^y-J^'trng l»w^^ ^ ^^ do.« 
too, are going to play in comp^J' 
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€* Pot thirty-ihree years more, let na hope," said I. 
ts JSh I fperiamo,'* (Let us hope so,) was the answer of *!,- «.'i«^«„ 
^ y,e show^ aU h« t«,ti. in the broadest of smiles. aS^iX' 

jomiJig in, stiaming out hw cheeks, blowing all the ^^eath of U, 
todr ^*^ ^^® ^^^^® pipe, and running up and down the irente witiTl 
^ finger, -til fi^Keb,^^^^ up against a higj,, r^rii'Se 
to ^Hich he gave the full force of his lungs, and after l^olding it in 
loud ^^ ^'^^^ momen^ startled us by breaking off, ^tboutgrad^. 
tion, i^^ * "^«^«^ " *^^^ ^ '^ *^® ^^ic had snapped shoH o^ 
lilte a pipe-stem. 

^^ further conversation with my ciociari, 1 found that thejr caaiB 
yearly fro°°^.Sora, a town in the Abruzzi, about fifty mUes from 
Borne, ina^mg the journey on foot, and picking up by the way 
whatever tnfle of copper they could. In this manner they travelled 
the ^bole distance in five days, living upon onions, lettuce, oil, and 
black bread. They were now singmg the second novena for Ndtale; 
and, if ^^^ ^^^^ V^^%^ ^^ t*^®^^ manner and conversation, were 
quite content with what they had earned. I invited them up into 
my room, and there in the pleasantest way they stunned us with 
the noise of both their instruments, to the great delight of the chil- 
dren and the astonishment of the servants, for whom these common 
things had worn out their charm by constant repetition. At my 
request they repeated the words of the novena they had been smg- 
ing, and I took them down from their lips. After eliminatmg the 
wonderful m-msoi the Neapolitan dialect, in which all the words lay 
imbedded like shells in the sand, and supplying some of the curious 
elisions with which those Abruzzi Procrusteans recklessly cut away 
the polysyllables, so as to bring them within the rhythmic compass, 
they ran thus : — 

" Ta Verginella figlia di Sanf Anna, 
Che in ventre tuo portasti il buon Gesii ; 
E lo partoiisti sotto 1» capanna, 
E dov' mangiav'no lo hue e V asinello. 
*« Quel Angelo gridava : * Venite, Santi I 
'Ch' 6 andato Gesil dentro la capanna ; 
Ma guardate Vergine beata, 
Che in ciel in terra sia nostx* avvocata V 
** San Giuseppe andava in oompagnia. 
Si trov6 al partorir di Maria. 
La notte di Natale 6 notte santa— 
II Padre e 1' Figliuolo e lo Spirito Santo. 
'Sta la lagione che abbiamo cantato ; 
Sia a Gesil bambino rappresentato." 
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The sadden introduction of 'f Quef -"^^^^"in tiM«»,^™„,.- j 
n« of a similar felicity in the ""^^^ J^^ of "L^C^ 
where we are surprised to learn hat " ^^ Tun,'. ^ Z^^2 
sion had been previously made, has one Jorefy daughter " 

The air to which this is sung is ver;:,^ simple and sweet, thou, 
monotonous, and if for no other reason is Jaferesting as bein.' one 
the oldest fragments of popular song «"«taBg in jt^j^ g^^^"^^ 
verees, a carious little ritomelZo is played, and at the close of tl 
last verse, there is a strange and solemn adagio.* 

The wanderings of the piff^ran. »J^J>^ bo means confined to t 

Som&u States. Sometimes they stray «« far away as Paris i 

and. wandering ahout in that gay capital, lite children at a fair pi 

in the streets for chance sous, or su^a^ f* models to artists, wl 

having once been in ^onie,hea.r^th^ longing »ome-siokn4g ( 

old characteristic sounds of the jnf^o and zamp,>gr^. Two of th. 

I remember to have heard thus, «^ j^as at woirfc in ray studio 

Paris; and so vividly did *^ey re^» ^e Old Boman 4e. S 

caUed them in for a chat. ^""^tllJt^^^^^^J^^ In tte 1 

months of their wandering, they b«l P«t mto their Neapoli 

dougli various plnms of French words, which, pronounoed in tJ 

odd way. "suffered a change into something rich and stnm; 

One of Ihem told me that his wife had just written to him by 

hand of a public letter-writer, lamenting his absence, and pra^ 

Mm.sen/her.h.^rirai. ^ «« ^^^ ^f l^^Sot^L"^ 
graph m half-length Some ^^^ ^^ ^a, ^^^ ^^ ^J 
receipt of it, but mdignantly remo^^ guardan<io j>er l<^ fin^ 
a pictare of a "rnez^ uomo, ^ ^^j^g out of the window.) as 
(a half-man, who seemed to °*^^*^nd praying to have his legs 
oddly characterized a balWeugtb, ana p j_^g^^ ^^^^ ^r^uhl 

in the next portrait. Th« .s^^'^'^^nded brigand dragged into 
played the ro'fe of a ferocious ^^idio of a friend next door •. 
cealment by his wife, in the s^ ^.^ counterfeited position, ht 
despite the savagery and danger ** ^^^.^ y^^ ^ad been in it more 
sure to be overpowered by sleepy ^ ^^^ ^^.^^ ^^^ ^ momen 
five minutes,— and if the *'^***.**j« for one more fitted, to bii 
never failed to change his »**^V^ -picture. 

ssmnolent propensities than for * . ^g^ classes in Bomo liirea 
Every shopkeeper among tbe *■ ^^^^ behind Ms co«xxtex, ot 
piferari to play before the little ^ ^^ ^^^ fevour of tlio 'M.a^ 
hU door, thinking thereby to P*"*^ ^t to prosper. Padre :Bxt 
without which his business is ®J*''^eard a stout Komaan -wwo-caa. 
relates that in the year 1849» "^ ftmnd to *« Appendix- 

• The mosic of thU aoog "^ 



gran' jpezzo di dmna,) invoking a curse upon some of the lirlmti 
tVxen abroad m tbe city, after this manner,—" JB;A / Madonna San- 
tiMMTUi^ ma^ndate un occidcnte a'sH hirh<m%r "Send an apoplexy 
to tboae rascals, most holy Madonna." 

-But, Sora Agneae," remonstrated tiie padre, **you mufit not 
invoke sucb curaes npon anybody. You should forgive even wicked 
. persons if you love the Madonna " 

" J/ 1 love the Madonna r wai the reply. " Figuratevi, 9cr cmr 
pare mu^jmt imagine whether I love her, when every year I hire 
thepvfferart to play the nowna to her r 

But the Boman piferan cannot really be heard to advantage m 
the streets of Rome. In the mountains their pipe and bagpipe pro- 
cmce a whoUy different impression, and I remember to have heard 
them once towards sundown at San Germane, when the effect was 
charming. 

Just before reaching the town, the road passes within a stone's 
throw of the ancient amphitheatre built by Umidia Quadratilla, and 
mentioned by Pliny, Here we ordered the carriage to stop, and 
running through the furrows of a ploughed field ascended the slope 
of the hill on which it stands. Though ruined in parts it is a noble 
structure; the exterior walls of reticulated work are still i».g^ 
condition, and its main front is tolerably perfect. Time has tinged 
its marble facings with a rich yellow hue, but has failed to eat out 
the cement or to shake the solid courses of its stones. Here and 
there shrubs, flowers, and one or two fig-trees have found a footing 
and grace its walls. Climbing through one of the round arches of 
entrance which is half choked with rubbish, we found ourselves 
within the enclosure ; the interior is far more ruined than the exte- 
rior; the seats are all crumMed away and obliterated, and Indian 
com, beans and potatoes, were growing jj^ ^^^ ^^^^^ As we stood 
looking in silence upon this sad decay, we heard in the distance the 
pipe and bagpipe of some sliepherds playing a melancholy pastoral 
tune. Kothing could ^ more charming ; — niore perfectly in rhyme 
^th the mountains and the ruins. I could scarcely have believed 
such tones could come from a b^pipe. Softened by the distance, 
they JoBt all their t^^g^l drawl, and stole sweetly to our ears with 
that special charm which the rudest native music has when heard 
^n Its native place, r^ookin^ tlirough the archway over the distant 
^^iley and mountait^^^^ listG^^ to them enchanted. 

'J^heptfemrtare 1,^ ^^ rxief^^^ *^® ^*^^y street-musicians in Eome, 
^ougb they take thX f^ ^yr i^torm at Christmas. Every day under 
"^y Window comes n fc^Sd^ ^^""'^ '''' ^^^' ^^<^ ^^^ ^™ ^^^ ^^- 



Mtlxe P»»*«,*^^J^iop»«f?«et Wares ir». «r^?ON-.**eiu. '^*^et| , 
^^, out alow accoioi^^^^^^^.^^^«^^ v,o;, ! 

r^BOut the air, while ^^es ^ ^^ ^>^^1^a^g j^°^« i^f 

cold in tViehead, 8^^„i »*«^ to ft^^s^^^^a^^' ^efe ; *, ^k 

. -tead of waiting to^^ tb« tV- -wnth jt*. ^**ai. „ "fl*** »> ?» 

-1 overwhelms every . ^^r© ^ reduce^ ^^^^h i ^^ ^onTp^^ 
^e iconic 3r«n^e»^^ ^J^eo ' j,,^J^ «o «^-^2f 7 

!l: andi8C0Mt»^*^y!He 0»«^^^ ^«* op *^^ ■^ta^"'^ 
^ I object. 1^ ^^er i^^y old vioio4*^«>ted/' 

^*',w ^ in conples.-a'*. S%ife or daughter, who has , 

S^*" iJva the vioUn, and ^^^un- Sometimes » little girt 

who p^ay^ „_ .t times a i»»^° ^d <»™es wnnd a tin boi 

tamborello. ox ^.^^ ,,^,eoa, ,jj,ey sing long ballads to 

•eg them. « ^^^^^ *»<o«'**' ry Pretty and gay, and for 

temboteUo, to ^^ ^^^^ «^®-V Printed words of the song 

jnelodie*. so™ containing tp!?ue,-€ither a love-makins 

they Bell.* Ji fo^ of a d.al^^^t;_^h singer t, 

ti«^»^*'^incmation, or » .^^tl » "tory with a choras^r : 

rel, a tecon«^" sometimes it tf » ^ ^, from the B^W 

alternate ^^f^^ad. or a story ^ ^ ^ery carions p«apbra 

^-T^i^Sipte ****• ^TtJemVy be found m^ ^ 
*'"^S«-'-^^\°*^^r'' These Bom*>*^, ^n 
of the ,P«^P^t3,Ueni8che B««e- ^ve »«^^ ^ t«>d 

««'*^* for as 1 «a aUe Jf^^^^,;, ^ a^^^J^y «.« 
"^""^ ^ them do not e»9t «^ ^^^^g « pft^^^^^t* ^*^ 
^"It from mouth to tncj*^,>ch axe ^^ ^^^ecUo 



— * * -« >i^««»w-i^l*^>^' 



^ W B^-'0' '^'^"^ ^^ 



^ M^ '^J'O* ^^ ^ 
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oerted pieces frDm the 

sometimes! 2^ot gdIj 

bat the pvts ther pJ^3 

gnmti ont ai lov 

saws oot the air, whil^ 

toonite thetwQ^and a. ^^?^_-*^V 

SometiiDes, instead of m> ^^'^^ ^]^ 

cold iD the bead, snonv /30CiS: %^^ 

QDoontTolkble and boa^^/'^xl ^^ 

instead of waiting for cIjb^ ^'^'^ 

them ovQ' as by a Kov oo t^*^ _ 

aikd ovenrbehns erety ocii^*' ^*^^^rt- <5«iSdL fcT^ 

The hannonic amnzonesxs* «^^ ^^^tfucrf ^^^ 

to coosida itaelf iIl-tRsS£^ wii^«» ^ li,o»<»^v^ ^^ 

bass, and is cocsantij ccrii^rr*:J:^rxn:^^ - '^^i*^ 

carries the dav, and tae c(ij«r zsr^^^"^-^'^^ J^^ ''^Jerrv, ^ *^ a/^ 
to their seoco^-aiT pte., «^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^=-S^>S 
stant growl at its ii>h;ck, a^i ^^^ «2«=^ixw "^^^dZ^^ » ^!^ 

out like a ti^cr <» ^ F^TT- , - ^ ^ ^^ ^^e.«^ 

Far better «id aci^Pt d^izacs^^*^'^ *^ ^ ^<:*JL|^, 
generally ^ in crjcr*«a»— ^ ciiti r-^*^^- <:::::=« <ir ^^.^ ^ 
who pbys the Txtm, and hza "^^ 

tMnborello, or at tzras a maz*yi*~^^^ — 7 - ^^at -^ 

pMiifis them, R5«2S wnb. ibaa, aaiii ^airr^* rji2ud a laa £^ - 
tamboielk), to cf.^>« fe««w- T:^T ^^^ f"^ :^«^^*Ci -^ ^ 
Diftlodies, BOOK ot win^a art -nsT ^^^^^'^ *^* ^T. «:#* 
they aell a aheei tfmsxz±^ ±a: z^r-ssJOditi ^*:r2f :c -^tt arjn^ 
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/ 



^^-_ 
^-^^^r*^ 



^^ ^C?s^_ 



iui^air 



U4^ 



i-^St^ 



times it is in the ^ijck c/ a ^:^a:4 
'®^ a leooDciliaarjo, or a jeacx^ 

alternate tctk. Soeaeeizies x » a ^irj w:-^ a trn',fruL, ^ a b^^T-r. 

«»venatioD-baS*L «r a fc-jj uf a *fc2ifi, -^ £-i€n Tiiie i:- Vi*^ T-.^^ 

drawn from the Eccye art skukuIt' ▼^tj ^ar^:»ia ZiKBK.fvr^m% »jt x^J^ 

*i?n»«l simple text, tsfiefi n&-^ ^ait «ni::'i»« acii ^j^jrJiMveuwi ituv»^^ 

^^ people;'-<]iie ci ^ok aiarx se iinii«s ii tiii- ^.:^;^a#t:x -^^ 

Goe»hei*s **Itaiipfiigae BeaKT Tii**': ib.jnaa «ft.I:2i^ acrt c^.^rij^- 

""^ 90 fiu- as I aai ai4«»: v. ^eaci, jaT» i*i^^ rv!«t ^.i-*wsfer:„ • 

™yof them do mt ctac ii ^mc juj* ir» '*r^-^ s!»cl.'/uia4. *i-^:i 

«^t from moatb to »:*na- Tiia a ^is.-^i/^.a.-'V -si^ «•«: w.r_-. 

™«mtheBomaiieiqKCaya5^w!iieJiiat5»j:»^»5i^ "^^^ j^^piu^- 

J Sua the fint e&wa — «H.:— -^ - /' _r ^.oi. ^ 

wide h» beta Mk, 



ymiiaac a 
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^^.. A «^^^ ^« ^f wuntxy. But the memory of man w too 

r^ a t^VoiiVtory ^^^ «^^> mtoeating material ; and it is greatly 

rt^^ ^^^^^i^'^'T ^"tu ""' ^^^ ^ fitted for thftesk, 

^aSd iti^^t ^«^^^S^, f^^^ ^^^"^ «^^ give them a pennaneut 

But tAJ tetum to our Dailad-gmgere, whom we have left in the 
middle of tbeiT aong, ^^ ^ho are now finishing. A crowd has 
gathered tound them, as ysnal ; out of the windows and from the 
balconies lean the occupants of the houses near by, and the haiocchi 
thrown >>y them ring on the pavement below. With rather stentorian 
voices tbey have been singmg a dialogue which is most elaborately 
entitled » 'Canzonetta Nuova, sopra un marinaro che da 1' addio 
alia MB' promessa sposa mentre egli deve partire per la via di 
Levant^- Sd^gno, pace, e matnmonio delli medesimi con intercalare 
fiuir ari^ modema. Rime di Francesco Calzaroni "— (A new song 
about 0, manlier, who says good-bye to his betrothed, he being on 
the point of leaving her to go to the Eaat. Indignation, peace, and 
marria^^ <>^ ^^ ^^^y ^^^^ vanous parts, arranged in a modem air.) 
I give J3Ciy ^*«»o and receive m return a smiling « Grazie" And a 
copy of tJ^^ ^°& ^liich is adorned by a woodcut of a ship in full sail. 

The ti*>l^ f ^^^ ^^^^ are generally very characteristic ; one or 
two of tl^eml will here copy to give an idea of the subjects of which 
they tre^t- ^®^' ^^^ instance, is The Marriage by Concourse, where 
a tailor, a l^^^^r, a mason, a shoemaker, a carpenter, a locksmith and 
a cook are the suitors ;" and here another, which treats of "The 
llepentance of Young Men after they have taken Wives ;" and one 
called a "New Song upon a quarrel between a mistress and her 
servant, whom she dismisses from her service because she spends too 
much money every day ;" and one entitled " The Blind Little Peasant 
who complains of the wrongs he baa suffered from Menica and aban- 
dons her to marry another;" and here is "a most beautiful com- 
rH>sition upon an old woman who wishes to dress alia modaP Here 
^8 another of a moral character, containing the sad history of Frederick 
*be Gambler, who, to judge from the woodcut accompanying the 
l^anzonetta, must have been a ferociovB fellow. He stands with his 
^®^ wide apart, in half-armour, a f;reat sash tied over his shoulder 
^<i swinging round his legs, an izi^mense sword at his side, and a 
^eat hat with two ostrich featherB ^^ ^^ ^^> booking the very 
^3^Pe of a ''swashing biade." 

eerS^ f ^7,^^ longer baiiads carrT ^'^''l^'^^ ^^^^ sometimes a 
eries of rudely^xecuted mmtt^f^^ ^^ different incidente in the 

^loh 28 hung agaiasta waii^'^jj ^ «^^ P^^*^ t>ebind the 






^^^ct^ '^ 



Every nigW ^^^ro^s^^ .T e^ccompn,i:^^Tini may be" W *^* 

3ofthega^W^P^%a ^^,xaeson,a^^^ orstopbefo,«,«;«* 
farmers mftTcbi'^P ^sT ^^ ^^flietunea i-s?^^ evenings ctoxb. 

Sb the Btreet s^^r^re d^^ i^etrut^^* generally with oaty/ 
ing of ** .ifK^ tl»^ ^ lover or fH«^i«; ^**f '^'^'u^dj 

the wrdB_«e e F e»t»rx j^„g before «^-vi„^. th '^^Petlr 
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«0h RoAdeUenw, o Roia bella, 

Per te non donno ne notte ne giorno, 

£ aempre peiuo alia tua fiuxsia bella, 

Alia graiie che hai iaocio ritorao. 

Faccio ritomo alle grazie che hai ; 

Ch' io ti lasd, amor mio, non creder mai. 
" Miralo il cielo e mira quanta stelle, 

£ mira qiumti nodi in qnella rate ; 

Son piii le pene mie che non son dielle. 

Son piu le pene mie che dato m'ete, 

Son piti le pene mie ch' ^ taoi martiri ; 

Io ti amo di buon caore e ta t' adiri. 
** Ti rengo a risitare, alma regiua, 

Ti rengo a visitare alia ta' casa ; 

Inginocchioni per tutta la yia, 

Bacio la terra andti che sei passata : 

Bacio 1a terra, e risgaardo le mara, 

Dove se' peasa, nobtl creatara. 

Bacio k terra, e risgoardo la letta 

Dove passate, nobil giovanetta. 
*' Vada la voce mia dentro le mura, 

Di poi che yita mia non pa6 pasaare. 

Persona bella, delicata e pura. 

Da dove siete, statemi ad ascoltare ; 

Statemi ad ascoltar, persona cara. 

Per mia consolazione giiardo 1' aria ; 

Statemi ad ascoltar, persona pura. 

Per mia oonsolazion guardo le mura." 

In the fulness of his feelings the lover invokes blessings, not only 
upon his mistress, but also on the house and all the family : — 
*' In questa casa tion d ho piti cantato ; 
Vo' domandar Tusanza che ci sia. 
Se c'^ del bene, Dio ce Io mantenga ! 
Se c*^ del male, Dio Io mandi via ! 
Vo* benedir quella rosa incamata, 
£ Io padrone e tutta la brigata ; 
Vo' benedir qnella rosa vermiglia, 
£ Io padrone e tntta la famiglia." 
Sometimes, when his mistress lives far away in another town, he 
arrives late at night, and sings nntil the morning breaks, the bells 
ring, and the windows bq^in to open : then he sings,— Farewell : — 
«* La vedo I* alba che vuole apparire, 
Chiedo licenza, e non vo* piu cantare, 
Chh le finestre si vedono aprire 
E le campane si sentono sonare. 
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£ si sente sonare in delo e in terra ; 
Addio, bel gelsomin, ragazza bdla. 
£ si sente sonare in cielo e in Roma, 
Addio, bel gelsomin, bella persona."* 



* These serenades will all be found in the " Canti Popolari Toscani," 
collected by Giuseppe Tigri. 

Note, — It is impossible in any translation to give the graceful ierms of 
expression which characterise these little songs — English is not the language 
of love, and wants the endearing diminutives of the Italian — ^but those who do. 
not understand the original will find in these versions the sense, if not the 
grace, of these verses : — 

'* Rise from your bed, come out into the night ; 

Come, see the sky, so beautifal and bright ; 

In the soft splendoui* of the moon your &ce is 

Like to an angel's, that an artist traces. 
**' Dear Rose of roses. Rose of loveliest grace, 

For thee I cannot sleep by night or day, 

And always thinking on thy happy face 

And all thy charms, I cannot keep away — 

Always returning thy sweet face to see, — 

Nor dream, dear love, that I can ever flee. 
** Look at the stars that sparkle in the skies I 

Behold the knots that in this net are wove t 

My griei^ are more than all those starry eyes, 

More than those knots, that you have made by love ! 

But though my pains are more than yours can be, — 

Loving with all my heart — you turn ^om me. 
" I come, dear maid, to visit your abode — 

J come to see you, and to sing my song — 

And kneeling all the way along the road, 

I kiss the ground where you have passed along ; 

I kiss the ground and gaze upon the waU 

Where you have passed, oh I noblest maid of aH I 

I kiss the ground, and gaze upon the eaves 

Whose roof, oh, noble maid, your foxxn TeceWesl 

" Go ! voice of mine, these walls to penetrate. 
Since where thou art, my love, I cam^ot ^o. 
Oh, maiden lovely, pure, and delica*^' 
From where you lie listen to me "b^^^^ ^' 
List to my song, oh, dearest and jX>^^* ^^^* 
Who to console me, gaze into the 0^ ^ 
List to my song, oh, purest ^ \r ^^* .x V'^^^^^ 
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^joong the TrMteverini, particularly, these 8eren«d«B ««. ,^ 
S^e of them are very clever in their imp,^SS^l^^^ 
of differe'^t djalecte, particularly of the N^^S in w^Sl""' 
are so «»"y fj.'^^g -ongB. Their skill in Spr^^^tf*^ bo> 
is not generally dispUyed in their serenades bnr*^ ♦^I. ^ *' 
during the evenmga of the fe^ in summ«!.^ ^^I^t f l^^hS?'' 
quiclcne«« «d epigrammatic turn of expression are^ ^^ t 
Lputanta -1 .^en i„ good-humou? and\"L*^ ^tt Z' 

S^^ir^Sting^'^^^'^IJj-r *^« -tervals. and « oLor^ j 

Bpint of *^^^^^^^s, you should go incognito and take vour vlaJJ! 

or at least not tor a looker-on or a listener. One other thing also Is 
essential, a^d that is. that you should understand their langiJge Z 
and then, ^^ ^^^are lucky, you will be rewarded for your ^^ 
hearing capital songs and improvisations. ^ ^^ ^ 

One li^c^y ^^t I shall never forget, when we made a little party 

the Piazzi ^J^nm Peppo, the NeapoHtan cook, gave us an ex- 
cellent dinner wonderful maccaroni and capital wi'ne^and whUe we 
ate and draPJ^ a gmtar and mandolme in the adjoining room made 

" Within this house I never sang before — 
I wish the friendship of the house to pray • 
If there be good-God keep it evermore 1 ' 
If there he il^-^^^ ^"^e the ill away I 
I wish that fair and blushing rose to bless, 
And bring the house and master happiness*. 
Oh, crimson rose I my blessing rest on thee, 
And on the master and his family I 

" I see the dawn which now begins to break, 
I take my leave and will no longer sing, 
The windows open and the world»s awake. 
And everywhere the bells begin to ring. 
In earth and heaven I hear them ringing clear. 
Farewell, sweet jasmine, lovely maid and dear ; 
In heaven and Bovae J hear them ring and knell. 
Farewell, fair maid, beloved one, farewell I" 



a low accompaniment to our ^^^^^ct ^ ^^^%^ o* 

most crumpled hats, tried to &> ^^^ j^g^ ^^ ^x^tt^^ ^^^^ coats ai 

and sat at a table in the co^^^' ^eral of \^^^^ ^^tion as poasib 

posed solely of working men, ^^^^ to ta^/^^^ ^P^ywascoi 

came in after their hard day s ^^ ^^^ ^ ^ tery, «»^ter^ ir 

their shirt-sleeves. Yet even ^^ rtioved ft/^^^> „*^Pe7afe supper 
simpler or better manners, at once rem xro^^^^j^^^ ^,^^^ ^ 

TheV soon saw that we were not fJ^'l^K,^ bu S^ llf ^^ 
to us was perfect^ll the starm^ T^j^^ by' «. TW^ """^ 
courteously^ offe^todnnk ^^l^jS^^i^ 
m return. Then they talked ^^e^^W L^^^ P^ed at Passar 
^nth inimitable good-humour, wbUeo ^^ ^ ^^^ padrona oi 
establishment, sat in the middle ^^^^^^^/^abby old pot-house, 1 
ing with sharp wild eyes out from «»"^^ a gj.^^ ^^^^ ^^ tumbled hj 
now shrieking out her orders, now excnangjjjg ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^ 
keen jokes that flashed like knives, and Were received by tumult 
applause. As our dinner drew to a close ^^ had in the mau^ 
and guitar, and all the opera tunes ^^^^ played with great clevei 
Was there ever a better mandoline r ^how j^ tingled and quive 
it nervously rang out the air, with its stinging vibrations and. 
silvery shakes, while the soft woolly throb of the guitar kepi 
constant accompaniment below I ^'be old cobwebs on the < 
soiled and smoky beams of the ceiling, where the colours 
frescoes were still to be . seen, shook to the music, and the fl. 
the little onion-shaped light before the coarsely-painted engra. 
the Madonna seemed to vipk in sympathy. . Qld Zia N"ica. 
grew excited when a spirited Tarantella was plAyed. She had 
it when young, in Naples. " Ohe heUa cosa ! and I couI(j ^-' 
now,'? she cried.— *< Bra va, Zia Nical— giveus a Tarantella, »» 
cry all round. **MI PercJie no f"— -and up she stood azxf 
her long fell of hair, and laughed a wild laugh, and showed h^ 
teeth, and up and 'down the old osieria she shuffled and t 
flinging up her hands and snapping her fingers, and pant 
screaming, till at last with a whoop she fell down into he 
planted her two hands akimbo on her knees, glared at the f 
and cried out, « Old Zia Nica 's not dead yet. No, BtgnoHj 
woman is not so old but that she can dance a Tarantella stir 
a Dio — n^, Signori-ui-iJ* 

Scarcely was this performance finished when the g^ 
jingled at the entrance of a little middle-aged fallow who J 
across the street for 9^ fiasco of wine. He was received wit 
of welcome. "Give us a toast in rhyme," cried one. 
give us a toast in rhyme," echoed all ; and spinning rou 
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« For thirty-tihiee years mote, let us liope * said I. 
" Eh I spcrtcwno," (Let \xb liope so,) was the answer of tbe in/<eraro, 
as he showed aU his teeth m the broadest of smiles. Tb^ with a 
motion of his hand he set both the young men going, he himself 
Joining in, Btxaming out his cheeks, blowing all the breath of his 
body Into the httle pipe, and running up and down the vents with a 
sliding finger, until finally he brought up gainst a high, shrill note, 
to which he gave the Ml force of his lungs, and after holding it in 
loud blast for a moment, startled us by breaking oflF, without grada- 
tion, into a silence as sudden as if the music had snapped short off 
like a pipe-stem. 

On further conversation with my ciociari^ 1 found that they came 
yearly from Sora, a town in the Abnizzi, about fifty miles from 
Kome, making the journey on foot, and picking up by the way 
whatever trifle of copper they could. In this manner they travelled 
the whole distance in &ve days, living upon onions, lettuce, oil, and 
black bread. Ttey were now singing the second novena for Natd^ ; 
and, if one could judge from their manner and conversation, were 
quite content with what they had earned. I invited them up into 
my room, and there in the pleasantest way they stunned us with 
the noise of both their instruments, to the great delight of the chil- 
dren and the astonishment of the servants, for whom these common 
things had worn out their charm by constant repetition. At my 
request they repeated the words of the novena they had been sing- 
ing, and I took them down from their lips. After eliminating the 
wonderful m-maof the Neapolitan dialect, in which all the words lay 
imbedded like shells in the sand, and supplying some of the curious 
elisions with which those Abnxzzi Procrusteans recklessly cut away 
the polysyllables, so as to bring them within the rhythmic compass, 
they ran thus; — 

"Tu VerginelUfiglia di Sant* Anna, 
Che in ventre tuo portasti il buon Geah ; 
E lo partoristi sotto U capanna, 
fi dov' niADgiav'iio lo bue e r asinello. 
" QaeJ An^elo grfdava : * Venite, Santi I 
'Ch' 6 andato Oesti dentro U capaima; 
^a fru^rAate Vergi»« beata, 
<^e^J^in tePTTB, sia nostr* avvocatal' 

^ iS^ ' fV^'^'^^kv " ^^'^^ Santo. 



The sudden introdtiction , 
«« of a similar felicity in tL ^^ ^'^S^ " in this «»g «»»""^; 
jrhere we are surprised to I^! "'^'°*'° ^h>d of "Lord Bateman. 
«on had been priviousI^JS? .f «' "«« J^r*," to whom no all«- 

The air to which thL 7= ' *"' ""« lovely daughter, 
monotonous, and if forTo o.^""*^ " ^^'^ """Pl^ »«^ '^^t^ne of 
tte oldest fh^ents of J1°L '^ '^'' " inteLting "i^^^Jfthe • 
verses, a curious Iif*7 *tP°^'' «>ng existinjf in Italy- Between u 
^t verse. theTi^'j^jV^-^^^^ i» played at the cloae of the 
^ The wandering of fT^ *^*i°<* «>'««» ad^o.* .^^ .„ the 

Boman States. &,1?« J^-f^*^ are by no mea»« «>''^''fj^ *» 
and. wanderingabT • ■"? ^^^^ «*™y "a. far »^»y f ^"""Jf' 
in the streets^^^,*^^^^ 

having once been in p'^ *^' «' «tend as moaolst^ ^'^t ' ^^1 

old characteristic sou,i^°'^\^^'* with a longiog »ome^ickn«» the 

Iremember to We htri *i" ^^^^ *«d i,^^; Twoofthem 

Paris; and so viwdlv?^ i*"*^' «« ^ was at worfe >» i^y «t«dio in 

called them in for a rh f -^^^ •"^^'l the Old I^oman time, that I 

months of their w^nA ■ "^"'^'^erful was their speech. In the few 

dough various plZ7«f 'I?*^' *2'®y had put into their Neapolitan 

odd way, "suffer^ *'"«nch words, which, pronounced in their 

One of them told m- rt *^^ '^*** something rich and strange." 

hand of a public lllr v ^ ^'^® ^"^ J"** written to him by the 

him to send her his tvrrfZ?^ 'J*'?^^*™S his absence, and praying 

graph in half.leri<rth ^^ *• ,.-^« ^^ accordingly sent her a photo- 

receipt of it hut'iZ,'- ,® **">« afterwards she acknowledged the 

•picture of'a « w^*^^r'°°'*^*'**^ ^'^ **^™ ^"'^ sending her 

(a half-m«n v^hT^ ^ ' '^ P<^eva. guardando per la. fineOra," 

«ddiy cStlvir^'f.V' ^ ^oo^^^S out of the ^dow.) as she 

« the S^S * half-length, and praying to have his legs also 

played th. ^7 V J*"^ ^^^ f^Wo^. with his dull, amiable face, 

cealmenf ^ i^ a ferocious wounded brigand dragged into con- 

despft^fl^ '^ ^^^' ''* **»« «*^di« of » friend n?xt door •, bnt 

sure fa! iT ^'"^^'y and danger of his counterfeited position, he was 

five rn- . "''^'P^'vered by sleep hefore be had been ir. it more than 

never T?^'~*'"^ ^^ *^* artist's eye left him for a ixiomeBt, he 

«em« 1 ^ change his attitude for one more fitteci to Kis own 

fflnolent propensities than for the picture. 
Piff^- *h<>Pteeper among the lower classes in Rome liirea these 
hif T*"* *° -^^^ ^^'^^ **'® li**l® shrine behind his cormter, or ovet 
With '' *h'nking thereby to procure the favour of tt»€» '^/LauAmv^, 
nout which his business is sure not to prosper. Pa«ax-o ^Brescian^ 
ates that in the year 1849, he lieard a stout Boman -v«roxa:ka.T», 0** 
The music of this song 'v^ill be found in the Append! .^_ 



gran'jpeaaso d% donna,) involdnir a n 

then abroad in the city, after thi ^^^ ^^^ ^ *^® htrhanti 

tiaHma^ mandate un accidente a ,* ?f^»«r»— " ^^^ / Madonna San^ 
to those rascals, most holy Mado^^* **''^*^'' "Send an apoplexy 

-But, Sora Agnese," i^monTt^t;! . 
invoke such curses upon anybody v P*^^e, "you must not 

persons if you love the Madonna '' ^^ should forgive even wicked 



Jf I love the Madonna I" ^^s th 
pare wio— just imagine whether I i ^ ^^^^^' "-%«*^^^», 9or comr 
the pifferari to play the novena tn i^^^«*^®'' ^^«^ ^^^ry year I hire 

But the Roman i>tyeron^not 
the streets of Rome. In the moun/^*^'^ ^ ^^^ *® advantage in 
duce a wholly different impression V^^^^ ^^P® *^*^ hagpipe pro- 
them once towards sundown at S ' n ^ ^®^®™^r to have heard 
charming. *^ Germane, when the effect wag 

Just before reaching the town, th 
throw of the ancient amphitheati^e'l. -i ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^'^ * s*^"®'* 
mentioned by Pliny. Here we ordlf^ ^°^^^''* Quadratilla, and 
running througb the furrows of a t)ln ^^?^j*^® carriage to stop, and 
of the hill on which it stands. Tho, 1 ^®^^ ascended the slope 
structure ; the exterior walls of i^r , ^^^ in parts it is a noble 
condition, and its main f^nt is tolemK? ^^ ^^^^ *^ still in good 
Its marble facings with a rich yellow if ^^^^' Time has tinged 
the cement or to shake the solid con ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^i^^d to eat out 
there shrubs, flowers, and one or two fi * ""^ '^ atones. Here and 
and grace its walls. Climbing thron«.v ^^ ^^® ^^ve found a footing 
entnmce which is half choked wiSf ""?? ""^ ^^^ round arches 7f 
within the enclosure: the interior Uf ^^^^^y we found ourselves 
nor; the seats are all crumbled aw« ^T ^^"^^^ t^a^ ^^^ exte- 
com, beans and potatoes, were gro Jf ^ ^^^ ol>liteiated, and Indian 
looking in silence upon this sad decL^ 'V^^ *^«°a. As we stood 
pipe and bagpipe of some shepherZ' 7^ -^ ^^ tJie distance the 
tune. Nothing could be more charni • ^ *^^°^ * melancholy pastoral 
with the mountains and the ruins ^^'^^''Tf^ore perfectly in rhyme 
such tones could come from a hLJ ^^^^ scarcely have believed 
they lost all their nasal diawl, ^T^ ^^tened by the distance, 
that special charm which the mdl* . ^^^tly to our ears with 
in its native place. Looking through +f ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^«° ^eard 
valley and mountains, we listened f^ xif archway over the distant 

^ them enchanted. 
The pifferari are by no means the 
though they take the city by storm at P^ ?*^t-musicians in Rome, 
my window comes a band of fom. « ^i^^tmas. Every day under 

^ or ^ve, who play airs and con- 



certed pieces from tl:i« ^^"S^^^iu^ ^'^^^''O^f^^W ""^^^x 

sometimes! *ot ox^ly ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^V^^^^-^^^^ "^^^ 

but the parts thejr I>^*^^^irn^xi^ ^o ^^^ ^^ H^n.j, 
grunts out a low ^^^^^^^^^^^rzipet blorJ^ 1^^^ ^^ ^e^^' 
saws out the air, wtLxl^ ^ * J^^wr^.T * ^^'^^^^^ ^-?- ./^^ 
to unite the two aixd « ^^^j^^\t'^^ 2^4> 
Sometimes, instead o^ « ^^"^f^t' If^^o^^rl ^^^^^^^^ 
cold in th; head, sxxorte <>" V£m^ ^'^JtJ^^o^^'C"'^ 
uncontrollable and l^oa^tAiI ^^J'^^J^' ^^<i ^^2^V If^ 
instead of waiting for tlie f^f^^ ^ «^. ^h^'^^* kV' 
them over 85 by a blo^ oxi tlia ¥^' .^^^^h^^^ ^l^ 
and overwhelms eveiy otier i^oice witk j^ ^i^^J^ ^^^/-^c 
The harmonic arrangremento are veiTodc^^ ^^ J?^ '''' faZ 
to consider itself ill-treated wlien reduoe^ ^^ /'''VZ 
bass, and is constantly endedvouringv /lo^^^^ «^ a^'^e 
possession of the air, — the melody beiog^ ©i- Htj^r^iOp^ : 
cipal object. The violin, liowever, weafr q/ «// /. J^^/o^y/ 
carries the day, and the otlier instmm&it^ sfo^/^''^^ as • "'^ *^ 
to their secondary places, the anufTyold ^.^/ ^^z,J^ is, 
stant growl at its ni-luck, and the tromfc^^^o^e keep^^^^^dl^ 
out hke a tiger on its prey. ^^ ^^ ^ ^P \ 

Far better and more characteristic ar^ the h ^^ 

generally go in couples,--an old jnan, dixa of «;^r/^--«iW^^ 
who plays the violin, and his wife or daugi^teri^rh^^^ 
lamborello, or at times a mandolin, ^ometimea & / ^ ^ ^ J^^- 
panics them, sings with them, and carries round ^^-^ ^^^ ^ 
tamborello, to collect haiocchi. They sixig w ^.f^ bo^ ^ 
melodies, some of which are ^ery pretty and gay ^^ ^ pol . 
they sell a sheet containing the printed woids of tC ^ *c^ 

times it is in the form of a dfalo^e,— either a We-nia^^^^" ^omt 
rel, a reconciliation, or a leave- taking,-^ach singer'*^* ^ quar 
alternate verse. Sometimes it is a story with a chorus or *^^ an 

conversation-ballad, or a story oi a saint, or from the Bibl* ^^^^gious 
drawn from the Bible are generally vbtj curious paraphraf * l^hose 
original simple text, turned into the Koi^le^t and commone^^ ^^^ tbe 
of the people;— -one of them may be found in the A^^ ^^ioms 
Goethe's " Italienische Keise." These Boman ballads auS^^^^^^^x to 
songs, so far as I am able to learn, have never been col?^^^^^^®^^ 
Many of them do not exist in print, and are only traditi^ ^^^^•* 
caught from mouth to mouth. This is particularly the c*^'^^ ^-^^^ 



those in the Romanesque dialect, which are replete with tti^ t^,^^?^ 

• Since the first edition was published, a little coUection ^^ 
Ritomelle has been made. *tomaft 
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wit and ajwrit of the ooontry. But the memory of J^T^tly 
perilous a repository for such interesting material ; Mid it ^^^r^ 
to be wished that some clever Italian, who is fitted for *^^; 
would interest himself to collect ih«n and give them a pem»" 
place in the literature of his language. -. ^ the 

But to return to our ballad-singers, whom we have le ^^ ^^ 
middle of their song, and who are now finishing. ^ ^r^r^ the 
gathered round them, as usual ; out of the windows and ^^^^ 
balconies lean the occupants of the houses near by, *°f fgntoriaa 
thrown by them ring on the pavement below. With rather Tl^^i^\j 
voices they have been singing a dial(^e which iB n»^* ^ ,, ^^\q 
entitled a ** Canzonetta Nuova, sopra un marinaro che da ^^^ ^ 
alia sua promessa sposa mentre egli deve partire per ^g^^e 
Levante. Sdegno, pace, e matrimonio delli mcdesimico^ m^^ ^^ 
suir aria modema. Rime di Francesco Calzaroni ""T^t" \giug on 
about a mariner, who says good-bye to his betrothed, "^^^^ g^d 
the point of leaving her to go to the East. Indigna*^^' ^gm aiO 
marriage of the same, with various parts, arranged in V^^« j^nd a 
I give my haiocco and receive in return a smitoS * r^ ^^ ^^y gadl. 
copy of the song, which is adorned by a woodcut of 8. s ^P , ^^^ ^^ 

The titles of these ballads are generally very ^^^^^^^ vL^ts of vrbich 
two of them I will here copy to give an idea of t^® ^ ncourae, where 
they treat. Here, for instance, is " The Marriage t^y ^^ locksmith and 
a tailor, a barber, a mason, a shoemaker, a carpei^*^^' * ^g Qf « The 
a cook are the suitors ;" and here another, w-lii^^^.^^g .„ ^^^ pi^e 
Repentance of Young Men after they have talt^^ istress and her 
called a "New Song upon a quarrel between. ^ ^^^ g^^e spends too 
servant, whom she dismisses from her service be^^^V^^ Little Peasant, 
much money every day f and one entitled " The ^^^^nica, and aban- 
who complains of the wrongs he has suffered froiX^ "^ beautiful com- 
dons her to marry another ;" and here is " a rX^^^\ moda,^ Here 
I)Osition upon an old woman who wishes to dres^ ^5* ^y of Frederick 
is another of a moral character, containing the sad -'^"^^^panying the 
the Gambler, who, to judge from the woodcuts ^^^^^ands with his 
Canzonetta, must have been a ferocious fellow. B^ j^jg shoulder 
legs wide apart, in half-armour, a great sash tied ^^^fg side, and a 
and swinging round his legs, an immense sword ^^ ^ijig the very 
great hat with two ostrich feathers on his head, 1^^ '^ 
type of a ** swashing blade." ^^pietimes a 

The singers of longer ballads carry about with ^^^^^jjeV^ ^^ *^® 
series of rudely-executed illustrations of different ^^^VK^a-^d frame, 
story, painted in distemper and pasted on a large past^J^^^^j^ind the 
which is hung against a wall or on a stand planted 
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explain to the aadieno^^r^CTj'T ^ «■« - ^ ""^to 
Every ni vx ^^^w^acmwd. 

the words are expressive of th/LZ^ *" ^** *«««mon*,, and 
^d staging ven^ are ™ W tl "^ t'*^ ^^^ i^pertin^ 

ttents. l-hey then i tb^Ji \^ *''* **'™"' of <^eir instru- 

one, and. "urrounded'^^a i^^'^^^''" the windows of the Mr 

tion of their We in ioud ^d^L •"? ""^ ^y*' ««*« prockma- 

toes as if they c^ns d^^^L** w''"'"^* ***"«"• I* ««««»« «>ine- 

te««rity of thdriSo^'t^, "it ^\ °'*'*^°*^ ^^ expressing the iu- 

in these cases, thV^X Ii^Jt^ * ^""l^T '"*^«'- ^o***' Certainly. 

^erenaden, 8h;ut oX£ t^ " r?"';''" under a bushel. forth<^ 

silent air of night, and ^K^^if^ '» stentonan tones, that pierce the 

the voices a/^^.^ ^^ ??^«"«^ *« d^^rted streets. But though 

some of these se^^^r^*^ *^^ ^'^^ ™de and wild, the words of 

*• Vorrei che la finestra omai s'aprisse, 
^orrei che lo mio bene s'affacciasse, 
t. nn sospiro d' amore lo gradisse." 

little Xfer^^th^r^ 'I" "''"'^*"* '^''"^ ^y J'^-rt hunaredB of 
a»d ladHov; M^?;^ ^^"' "^^«T *« -i-<^o-« of their «^»e 
variations uZ\i, ofj^^'^ consist of few lines, and ^Tare 

lover of^t Zif "*^' a delicate creature, who depri^«« her 

«nd awakes r« ^ eomes to kiss the ground she has tro«i -„pon, 

'othe^Tow J'*'^* ^'*^ ^^ lamenting, and prays her to <^e 

«'<iXr2Ztl„TH'""ff''**,'^- W transfiguL. th« ^orld, 
ue peasant uses the noblest lajnguage. He sings :— 

"Rizzatevi dal letto e uscite fuora, 
Venite a ved6 il cielo qoanto fe bello; 
11 vostro vise al lume della luna 
Par d' un angiolo fatto col pendlo. 
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<« Oh Rottdelle rcwe, o Rosa belU, 
Per to non dormo ne notte ne giomo. 
E sempre penao alia tua £ucia bella, 
AUe grazie che hai iaccio ritomo. 
Faccio ritomo alle grazie che hai ; 
Ch* io ti laad, amor mioy non creder mai. 
** Miralo il cielo e mira quaote atelle, 
E mira quanti nodi in quella rete ; 
Son piii le pene mie che non son chelle, 
Son piu le pene mie che dato m'etey 
Son piti le pene mie ch' ^ tuoi martiri ; 
Io ti amo cU buon cuore e tu t' adiri. 
" Ti Yengo a visitare, alma regiua, 
Ti rengo a visitare alia tu* casa ; 
Inginocchioni per tutta la via, 
Bacio la terra andii che sei passata : 
Bocio la terra, e risguardo le xnura. 
Dove se' paasa, nobil creatara. 
Bacio la terra, e riagnardo la letta 
Dove paasate, nobil giovanetta. 
" Vada la voce mia dentro le mura, 
Di poi che vita mia non pn6 paasare. 
Persona bella, delicata e pura. 
Da dove siete, statemi ad ascoltare ; 
Statemi ad ascoltar, persona caia. 
Per mia consolazione gJiardo 1* aria ; 
Statemi ad ascoltar, persona pura, 
Per mia oonsolazion guard© le mura." 
In the fulness of his feelings the lover invokes blessings, not only 
upon his mistress, but also on the house and all the family :— 
** In questa casa Hon ci ho piti cantato ; 
Vo' domandar I'usanza che ci sia. 
Se c'6 del bene, Vio ce Io mantenga ! 
Se c'6 del male, Vio Io mandi vial 
Vo» benedir quelle rosa incamata, 
Elo padrone etuttfi la l>ngata; 
Vo' benedir qnell* ^osa vermigba, 
E Io padrone etatt*l*^^^«^^- 
Sometimes, when his mistress lives far away in another town, he 
arrives late at night and ^ii*^ ^ morning breaks, the bells 

ring, and the window^ beffin ^ ^^"^ ' *^^^ ^® sings, -Farewell :— 
«« r J ,. ^ *-^ ^tjole apparire, 
"La vedo 1' alba cb* J ^.. p^u eantere, 

Ch6 le fiaestn, si '^^^o wnare. 
E le campane si »e*»*^ 
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not Tiftderstaad^ ._. ^ come out i^^ . 

Uor are*m, <» ^t sp«kle ia the BkiesI 
"tool' at r^tb»t in a»B net are wov*I 
« v^nld the ^^^^ ^ tb»«i **^ *^<>se starry ev«« 

Sl^'u.aa tbos^^ns axe more than yom. cj^e,!' 

u I come, dear r^^^ to sing my song^ 
; Ue to see yo^^^ay along the road, 
And kneeling ^^^^^^ere y<>^ ^^^ passed along ; 
t^s the ground ^^g^^eupou the waU ^' 
1 loss the g^o^^^ed, ohl noblest maid of aU ! 
Where yon ^^^^.%^d ga^e ^Po^ the eaves 
1 kiss the g^'f ^oble ^^ ^^^^^ form receives I 
Whose roof, oh, ^ ^^ ^^ ^ penetrate, 
. Go \ voice o^/^^g^ my lo^«' 1 camiot go. 
Since where tho ^^ delicate, 

Oh, maiden ^<>^®*^(/iisten to me below I 
From where you ^garest and most fair \ 
List to my song* ^ ' into the air 1 
Who to console me, g ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ 
List to my song, o , i ^^ ^.^ ^j^^^ ^^j^ 
Who to console me, g 
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uioiigtheTra8teverini,particularlxr ♦!. 
e of them are very clever in their ■ ^®*® serenades are oommoD. 
ifferent dialects, particularly of ^|J™^^^^«a*^'ong and imitations 
50 coaDy charming songs. Their 7.%, .^P°^^'*ftn, in which fiere 
ot generally displayed in their ^^ ^P^yisAtion, however, 

ng the evenings of the feseas in ^^^^^^f l>ut in the <w^eniw, 
;kness and epigrammatic turn of ®^'^^®'*- There it is that their 
mutants will, when in good-huTrf ^^^®^'^° ^^^ ^* ^^' ^"^^ 
jg off verse after verse at each o«?^ *^^ warmed with wine, 
^^tbe guitar burring alono^ i,^ 7}^ . expense, full of point and 
rbter saluting every good hit iiitervals, and a choms of 

t is not uncommon for those who ri. 

humours, and eat truly Koman H • i. **"^^ Boman manners 

^ne at the Palombella, or some oth ^' *^ '^^^^ "^ * ^''"^® P*^^ 
stevere. There, however, if yon _^*^^^ «>» cuctna in the 

it of the Bomans, you should go in^^" - ^^ * ^^ ^^ ^'^^ ^^ 
tables in the common room, and ^^^J^ ^^ ^^® your place at 
t least not for a looker-on or a liste ^ ^^" ^^ ^^^ *^°® ^^ *^^™' 
ntial, and that is, that you should un^^' ^^ ^*^®' *^'°S: al«> is 
then, if you are lucky, you will ^^ f their language well ; 
ing capital songs and improvisations ^^^^^ for your pains by 
ne lucky night I shall never forget, ^h 

•tists and poets and dined together in v ^^ ^^^ * ^^^^ ^^^ 
Piazzi Barberini. Peppo, the Nean^'f *^® ostena not far from 
nt dinner, wonderful maccaroni and • ^^^^' ^^® "® ^° ^^' 
.nd drank, a guitar and mandoline i ^l^^^ ^'^e, and while we 
_^^ ^^ ^^e adjoining room made 

** Within this house I never san i. r> 
I wish the friendship of th. k *^*^^.— 
If ther* be good -^'od keen ^r"" ^ P"^^' 
If there be ill-God driveY',?"^^^.^ 
I wish that fair and blushing rltTl 
And bring the house and n^^^hap^::- 
Oh, crimson rose I my blessing r^^J^X; 
And on the master and his famijy , ^^* 

- 1 see the dawn which now begins to br^k, 
I take my leave and will no longer sine 
The windows open and the world's awake 
And everywhere the bells begin to rinc * 
In earth and heaven I hear then, ringing clear 
farewell, sweet jasmine, lovely maid and dear ; 
In heaven and Borne 1 hear them ring and knell 
Farewell, fair maid, beloved one, farewell P' ' 



most crumpled l^^ts trx^a ^^^ ^eraj ^^J^ or f^^^^^C?^^ • 

^ solely of workiu^ ^J^., ^ ^of ^ ^ ta^^o^ -e^"^ -;^ c. ; 
came in after their har^i <^^ jxi *^st soci^f *^^Pe/afe T ^ ^ 
their shirt-sleeves. Yet ^^^^^o^ renio.ed ^^t^. >>^^^^^^^^ 
simplerorbettermaiinerB,^'* ^o* ^'^ ^^^^^J- ^l^^^T'^'^r^ddfJ ' 
They soon saw that we ^^^^^rix^^ ^^ <io^e ^^' ,^^^ ^^^^^tlS 
to ti was perfec^all *]^^^^^ith them, and am. ^J ^^J^Sn 
courteously Vur offers to arx^J ^d jested andTl''l^^"'*^^^>T 
in return. Then they t^^^^ff ^hile old 2ia^. J^^{^ a^ Pa«e^,T 
^dth inimitable good-humotar^^^ ^^ ^^^^ shabbv^d ^^^«a of ; 

establishment, sat in tbe ^^^^^rj under a grey feJi o/-^!:^?T' ^^ 
ingwithsharpwildeyesout ir ^^ exchanging ^-^^ ;/^«'«Wed haii 

now shrieking out her ^^t!f toi^^«' ^^ ^^^^ ^^^>ed by ^a^^u""' 
keen jokes that flashed ^^^^J^^^ to a close we bad i^ £ ^^T 
applause. As our di^^^J tunes were played with great cle^rDe 
and guitar, and all the oP^^^J^ii^e ?-bow it tingled and quivered 
Was there ever a betterinaii ^^^^ .^^ stinging vibrations and ten 
it nervously rang out the air, ^^nj throb of the guitar kept up 
silvery shakes, while the ^^ ^ j The old cobwebs on the. ^usk 
constant accompaniment i>^^ ^j^^ ceiling, where the colours of o 
soiled and smoky beams ot ^j^^^ to the music, and the flame 
frescoes were still to he. ^^^J^r^j-e the coarsely-painted engraving < 
the little onion-shaped Ught ^ sympathy. . Qld Zia Nica lierse 
the Madonna seemed to vi?^j^ rantella was played. She had. ^anc€ 
grew excited when a spirited u-^* i^eUci cosal and I could <ia.nce 

it when: young, in Naples- . * ^-^^^ | give us a Tarantella,** -v^asth 

now,*! she cried.— ** Brava, 2ia -W^^ ^„^ajid up she stood ana. shoo 
cry all round. ''M! -^^^^^f^^ild laugh, and showed h^r yello\ 
her long fell of hair, and laughed a ^^^.^ ghe shuffled and trapped 
teeth, and up and down the oia ^^^ fingers, and pantirx^ an< 
flinging up her hands and sn^PF^^ ^be feU down into he,- "^^^air 
screaming, tiU at last with a "^^^j. knees, glared at the ooxxipan^ 
planted her two hands akimbo on ^ f No, 8ignorH -j^-j^^ ^j ■ 
and cried out, "Old Zia Nica's not ae^^ ^ tarantella still,.^ ^i, 



woman is not so old but that she can 



a Dich-nb, Sigrvcn-iri-iru'* fini^l^^ ^^^^ ^^® Slajs^a door 

Scarcely was this performance ^ ^^^gged f^^Uow who h^^ ^^^ 
jingled at the entrance of a little mi<* ^^ ^^s received witU ^ ^j^^^^ 
across the street for a>wco of wiu^- r^ynie,'* cried one. «c [^^^^^j 
of welcome. "Give us a toast m ,[/^d spinmng roun^ ^^ ^^^ 
give us a toast in rhyme," echoed * ' 
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feet with a quick, eager face, and flinging out his hands with 
nervous gesticulation, he suddenly, in a high voice, poured out a 
volley of humorous rhymes upon one after another of his friends, 
then launched a brindisi at us, and— hey presto chai^ I— was out of 
the door in a minute, the sharp bell jingling as he closed it, ^d a peal 
of laughter pursuing him. So being in the humour, we called for 
some improvisation, and the mandoline and guitar began an air and 
accompaniment in ottam rima. After a minute or two, one of the 
men at the head of the table opposite broke out in a loud voice, and 
sang, or rather chanted a strophe ; and scarcely had the instruments 
finished the little ritomdlo^ when another answered him in a second 
strophe— to this he responded, and so alternately for some time 
the improvisation went on without a break. Then suddenly rose 
from the opposite end a third person, a carter, who poured out two 
or three strophes without stopping; and after him still another 
carter broke in. So that vee had four persons improvising in alter- 
nation. This lasted a full half-hour, and during the whole time 
there was not a pause or hesitation. The language used was uncom- 
monly good, and the ideas were of a character you would little have 
anticipated from such a company. The theme was art and love 
and poetry and music, and some of the recitation was original and 
spirited. Out of Italy could anything like this be seen ? But the 
sound of music and song had reached the ears of the police, and those 
of their white-barred figures and chapeaux appeared at the door, and 
despite all our prayers they stopped the improvisation. This broke 
up the fun, and it was then proposed that we should go to the 
Colosseum in two carriages with the music. No sooner said than 
done. Off ran Antonio for the carriages, and in a few minutes we 
were on our way, through the Corso and down through the Forum, 
the mandoline and guitar playing all the way. 

Such a night would be incomplete without a serenade ; for the 
mandoline and guitar were made for such uses. So we stopped under 
the windows of one fair lady, and though our voices were loud, I 
fear they never reached her, as she happened not to be within a 
dozen or more miles of us. 

In many of the back streets and squares of the city, fountains 
jet out of lions' heads into great oblong stone cisterns, often suffi- 
ciently large to accommodate some thirty washerwomen at once. 
Here the common people resort to wash their clothes, and with 
great laughter and merriment amuse themselves while at their work 
by improvising verses, sometimes with rhyme, sometimes without, 
at the expense of each other, or perhaps of the passer-by, — ^particu- 
larly if he happen to be a gaping/ores^iere, to whom their language 
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is unintelligible. Thejr stana <:wi an el^^ o^^^, 

bring the cistern about mi<i-^^^f ^1 'I'^^^V ^'^^ .. 

incUned bevel of its rim tJaey slfsli and ^ **c^^^^^^^ s^^. 

them, flaunt them into the ^^^\Z ^^t^^ *^e":}!f^^z.^,^'^ ^ ^^ 
their arms high above their ^^^^'f^^lv^^^ ^^^/^''f '^^ ^^, orJ^"^^^ 
violence which nothing l>«t the c^rse^t ^^>» ^^,^/^< X^'''^ 
air to which they chant their canpletsi^ ^^ ^^^ 2n^ ^^^^^ i^^""^ 
melody. Sharp attacks are ^^^^ ^f a^ ^^^t ,yj^ ^.>,^ ^^ ^ 
in exceedmg good-humour ; ana w^eu tie^ "? ^->^.Wl '^^^^4 
sure to be much laughter. The salt is ofte^^^^ ^/? ^'^^f^t '^^ 
it gives a relish to the talk. _^ ,. ^^ PJ^^f^^. _^ ^^^^^ h 

A remarkable trait among the Italians ^^ ^ ^^^, hm 

which they take personal jokes, and their ^^11^? ^"^-^^tx,^ 
personal defects. Jests which would provo^g ^ ^««^ess fo ^jW/ T^^^ 
Saxon, or wound and rankle in the memory f^^ j?^ ^^^ni j^jj j^"^ ^^f 
in good part A cripple often joins in the Jau^^ ^^^j^ar^, h^^^^f^"^ 
ity ; and the rongh carelessness yi^th which g^^,. '^^ o^^ def 
tunes are alluded to is amazing tovtsofB, more se27«if^^^*^^^' m!^7^^ 
I well remember the extreme difficulty I once had ' '^'^^^^Cf 
Italian servant of the habit of announcing an acouA' ^^'"'^^^tiJT' 
foreign name he could not pronounce, and who had f^ ^*^^^^* wtn 
be hump-backed, br ^qud gohbo ^ (thfit hunchback) S^^^^^tiBeT 
understand why he should not call hun a gohbo, if ^ ^^ con j^j ^^^^ 
and in spite of all I could do, he would often open the d"^ ^ fM&o^ 
^'Stgnore, quel gohho desidera farle una visita^ Ctha^T^ ^^^ ^^jI 
wishes to make you a visit,) when " gf^^ Qo^^ " was right ^^^^^^^^^'^k 
The Italians arealso singularly free ^rom t^at intense self ^ ^^^^''■ 
ness which nms in our English \>lood^ and is the root ^f^^^^"^"^^^ 
awkwardness, and affectation. Unconsciousness is th *^^^^^«^s, 
grace, freedom, and simplicity. We never forget ourselv^"^^*^ ^^ 
Italians always forget themselves. They are sometimes nrrT^ "^^^ 
seldom vain, and never affected. The converse peculiarity f^V/'''^ 
of course : having no self-consciousness, they are as Httle ao ^^*' 
to their defects as vain of their charms. The models who co^"^^''^ 
the studios, and who have heen selected for their heauty, desni t ^^ 
fiilent flattery incident to their very profession, and tJie lavish ^l 
they constantly hear expressed, are always simple, uatur^^*- ^;'^^ 
unaffected. If you fell them they are very beautiful, they say, \.^\.^ 
c^r deprecatorily, or perhaps admit the iact. But they are>^i^ ^^ 
pleased to have their di4i admired than their faces. Of the f^^^ 
^^^^l^^^'^f.^he latter they ai« not For the most part^ 1 ^^^ 
they rather wonder what it is we admire in them and think Wcri^^ 
of perpetuating in stone or colour. 
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3^t to return to our washerwomen. In ev^'^^^ for public 

Uree ^asWng-dBtem is always provided »>y ^^f^^ figures of the 
^If. and, at all hours of the day, the f ^*^^^^^^^%iiiooth and 
^^nte of every age. from the old hag, ^^"^.^'^^^^U (where 
U^i^&iB now Uke a hrown and ^'^'^/fSr.^hserraon,) to 
^^jjacreontic Yeraes are overwritten by a ^^J^ ™°^^ ^^d shining 
the ironnd, dark-eyed girl, with broad, straight y^ ^^ted from 
hair, t»ay ^ seen gathered around it, — their hea^ P ^jjind, aod 
the sun by their folded tavaglie, their skirts dotted up ^ ^j^^^^ 
their Tvaists embraced by stiff, red boddices. Their wo ^^^^^ the 
enlivened by song,— and when their clothes are aii i^^rt and 
basket is lifted to the head, and home they marcli, s ^^^^ ^^ 
majestic, like Roman caryatides. The sharp ^^^^^^^^".^^ntain, and 
their dark feces and vivid costumes, or flashing into the lou ^^^^^ .^ 
basking on the gray, weed-covered walls, makes \P^Yi^o, where 
often enchantmg in its colour. At the Emissary by AIdb^ through 
the waters from the lake are emptied into a ^nge cistei^^^ ^^^^^ 
the old conduit built by the ancient Romans to sink tne le ^^^^^^ 
lake, I have watched by the hour together these strange^^ ^ 
groups, as they sang and thrashed the clothes they were ^^^tower 
washing ; while over them, in the foreground, the tall g^^ ^^^^^ 
and granary, once a castle, lifted itself in strong Ught ^-^ .^^h 
against the peerless blue sky, and rolling hills beyond, cover ^^^.^ 
the pale-green foliage of rounded olives, formed the cbarac 
background. Sometii^^^ * peasant, mounted on the criipP®^ ° 
donkey, woui^j >)ouse in the sun to chat awhile with tb© women. 
The chiZdren, z^^nvvbUe, sprawled and' played upon the gi^: f"^ 
the aong and oiT: ^^ the fountain would not unfrequently ^ ^ , 
^Ptedby a 8/,H,7^^-e»m from one of the mothers, to stop ^ <1^*"^^' 
or to fiiience a e '^ f^hich showed the stoutness of their little togs. 
no^^^ "^^^"^ o^ ^me are also a gay and singing set. The^ do 
not impnson tk^Z^^os in a dark cage of a shop, but sit '* sub Jove, 
where thej. xtZ'^^Ly the Ufe of the street and all the ''skjey 
influences.'^ t/.^ rU^^^l^^ *^® generally placed near the ^^^ ^^ 
^rne palace, ^^^ ^ tiiey may draw them under shelter when it 
rains. Here ^u *^fL ijliey sit and draw their waxed-ends and sing. 



—a row of hat.. ^^^i4rK>to*ng ^^^^ ^"^^ *^^s ranged along on the 

ground hesi^^ Ti^^^ ^^^ waiting for their turn, being their only 

stock in tj^ ^^exjCM^ ^^omnaonly have enough to do, and as they 

P^ynothijxg f • , ^^^j3*, every &(wocco they get is nearly clear profit. 

^ihey are gBn^l^^^^^^ryO^^ ^ ® ^* 5 but they are far happier 

tian the pror, . ^^"^ ^t>b»t mteresting animal. Figaro is a high 

Ideal of this qu^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^® ^^^ ^ Raffaello's angels 
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are like Jeames Yellowpltisn. ^^ scandal r^t^i,, ' 23 

in common is song and a ^^31^ the Via l^'^J^^-^^^ ?^ ««(/ j^. 
this class sits at the comer of t^^ ^^^ ^'^ ^.^^^^^^^^^^ ^^"^^ 
his bench bax^ked against *^^^f^f fao6,^^^o .^^^^^o/eS""'^"/ 
a long g^y beard -d a ^J.---^ \^?-"or^f^^>?^^^ 



ruZSTVslFeTnto verse a^a^^^^^^ ^i^^f ^-^C^' ^ 
morning, he chants a ^-^^^^^"d tlV^^^^^ 

the events of his household, *f*^ ^^ to ^l^^ce. tL ''^^^^ ^'^ ver^e 
himself and his wife, whom ^ J^^^J^ a .^^/^f ^Sreexnenu'l'^ 
over, he changes into song: ^^^^l^^'^!^^ ^^er^peZTT' ^^^ 
before him. Nothing that is ^^' J^^^^^^c, or abs^TZ ^^' P^^e^ 
or fails to be chronicled and sarcas icalij, ooraxnen^t ?^/^^ ^^'^ 
So he sits aU day long, his rxx^d hke a iaJeidoscope cH^ ^'^ ^^^ 
the odd bits of character which chance m^y^ho^ himint^?''^ *^ 
forms, and chirps and sings as P^^^uaJly as the cricket i^^'' 
he has without number, who stop before his bench— froirx*^if."®^^' 
administers poetical justice to all persons-^to have a loixJ h ^^ 
sometimes to bring him a friendly tokenj and from the dark ' f ** ^ 
of his drawer he often brings forth an orange, a bunch of gra ^^^ 
a handful of chestnuts, supplied by them, as a dessert for the^K*- 1 
cabbage-soup which he eats at mid-day. ^ ™<^* 

In the busiest street of Borne, the pure Campagna song may oft 
be heard from the throat of some peasant, as he slowly rumble 
along in his loaded wine-cart, — the little dog at his side barking 1 
sympathetic chorus* This song is rude enough, and seems h 
measure founded upon the Church chant. It is in the minor key 
and consists ordinarily of two phrases, ending in a screaming mono 
tone, prolonged until the breath of the singer fails, and often runnin: 
down at the close into a blurred chromatic, No sooner is one straii 
ended than^it is suddenly taken up again in jorestissima tiiuo an< 
"flowed ** down to the same dismal conclusion. Heard near, it is deal 
ening and disagreeable. But when refined by distance, it has a sa 
and pleasant effect, and seems to belong to the place, — the long wai 
at the close being the very type of the melancholy stretches of th 
Campagna. In the same way I have frequently thought tb.at th 
Jodeln of the Swiss was an imitation of the echo of the mottataini 
each note repeated first in octave, or fifth, and then in its thir<i belov 
The Campagna song is to be heard not only in the ^^^pagtxa^ br 
everywhere in the country, — in the vineyards, in ^^^ f^^^-ftelds, i 
mountain and valley, from companies working together, ^^j^^ ^^^ 
solitary contocfzm,— -wherever the influence and sentimexxt of tk 
Roman Campagna is felt. The moment we get ^^/^^^iscsany, 
the one side, or over into Naples, on the other, it be^^^ ^^ ^ 
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loBt. It ^»« ^^^y ^® ^^^^ ^y* **^ ttightfell, that I was sannterin^ 
SLke desolate Can^x-^t^^^ Civita Vecchial'^i.TBS 
were deepening ^^ the mists \,^Tiig to creep whitely ^long thj 
deep hoUovrs. Everything was dreary and melancholy enoxigl.. aI 

invisible cart, and the sound of a distant voice singing, SlowJy the 
cart came i^P ^V^^T"' ^^ ^" ^^^ * d^sjlt agmxasT^e 
twilight Blcy.^d mounted on Ihe top of a load of brushwood sail 
cani^ino. ^J^ ^«f f^g^^g to himself tiiese words,-not very ^n! 

solatory, Pf ^^f/^^* ^^^^ ^ ^"^ony with the sc^e and 

the time tbat they struck me forcibly :— 

« E, bclk, tu Don pianger»-ar«-i, 

Sul giomo ch* io sard mor-oi>or^to-o-o-o-o-o/*» 

Not otxly at ni^t and to celebrate their love do the Italian 

peasante Bir^^^-^ ^^ ^^^§. ^t their work and at their play. AH the 

l^umt^^ ^^''J^''^''^,^'' *^^ breast-high com, or beating with 

heavy sp^! • J?^' """ Pl^ickmg clusters of puiple giapes, *iev 

shriek oStTtb^^r bs^^ads and songs m stentorian tones thafmay he 

heard for ^ f.^^?' ^""^ the harvesting seasons they gather together 

at night, and lymg under the lightof the moon upon their threshing- 

floors, sing ^ ^^^™ r^i!" ^'""P^® melodies. And in the long winter 

evenings. Bitting round the smouldering embers of their fires, they 

«* rouse tbe mght-owls at their veglie, or beat time to their con- 

stantly interrupted song with the clattering of their looms. The city 

also sings as weU as the country. The carpenter as he drives his 

plane ; the blacksmith as he wields his hammer and strikes from the 

sputtering iron its fiery constellations ; the cobbler as he pounds the 

soles of old shoes ; the mason as he lays his bricks ; the rougher-out 

as the chips of ringing marble fly under the steel point of his chisel ; 

the maid of all- work as she draws water in the court-yard — all solace 

themselves with song. As the crowd stream back from the theatre, 

towards midnight, you hear them shouting the airs of the opera they 

have just been listening to ; and oftentimes, on festa nights, in the 

*'sma' hours ayont the twal," the prolonged screaming song of the 

peasants rouses you from your first slumbers as it sounds through 

the echoing streets. Since the revolution in 1848, Rome has been 

stricken with a morose silence ; — but in the brilliant days when 

Pius IX first c»ni« to the Papal chair the city rang with glad, 

patriotic songs ,• and every evening bands of young men met in the 

Piazza or wand^^^ through the Corso singing in chorus. The 

* " And^ dearest, you will never weep for me-e-e-e, 
. 7|j^ ^y when I shall be no mo-o-o-ore," 
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Toaotxie^t the Italians are contented they siog, and there is no dearer 
proot oi t^eir present discontent than the comparative silence of the 
Btreets in these latter days. 

-Whether this constent habit of song among the Southern people, 

while at their work, indicates happiness and content, I will not 

^^^?^v ^ ^^ ' ^"* ^* ^® pleasanter in effect than the sad silence 

in whicli we Anglo-Saxons perform our tasks,-^and it seeins to show 

a less harassed and anxious spirit But I feel quite sure that these 

people are more easily pleased, contented with less, less morose, and 

less envious of the ranks above them, than we are. They give little 

thought to the differences of caste, have little ambition, to make 

fortunes or rise out of their condition, and are satisfied Jwith the 

commonest fare, if they can get enough of it. The demon of 

dissatisfaction never harries them. When you speak to them, they 

answer with a smile which is nowhere else to be found. The nation 

is old, but the people are children in disposition. Their character is 

like their climate, generally snnny, — subject to violent occasional 

storms, but never growling life away in an uncomfortable drizzle of 

discontent. They live upon Nature, — sympathize with it and love 

it,— are susceptible to the least touch of beauty, — are ardent, if not 

enduring in their affections, — and, unless provoked and irritated, axe 

very peaceful and amiable. The flaw in their nature is jealousy; 

and it is a great flaw. Their want of truth is the resnlt of their 

education. We who are of the more active and busy nations clespis© 

them for not having that irritated discontent which urges us forwaxd 

to change our condition ; and we think our ambition better tliaxitbeix 

supineness. But there is good in both. We do more, — tKoy enjoy 

naore ; we make violent efforts to he happy ,—invent, create, labour, 

to arrive at that quiet enjoyment which they own without stxnigg^®* 

and which our anxious strife unfits us to enjoy when the meajcks for i 

are obtained The general, popular idea, that an Italian is ctuarrelflo^ 

and ill-tempered, and that the best are only bandits in dis«-*aiBe» 

quite a mistake ; and when studied as they exist out of tho -fc:racK 

travel, where they are often debased and denaturalized, they -wriU ^ 

found to be simple, kind-hearted, and generous. 
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BEOOABS IN BOME. 




IRECTLY above the Piazza di Spagna, »^^ -^^^rr^nit^ 

the Via de' Condotti, rise the double towers ^^^^^^^ ^e^ 

de' Monti. The ascent to them is over one n ^^ ^ ^ 

thirty-five steps, planned with consideraDle s^ ,^^^ ^^.^^ 

mask the steepness of the Pincian, ^ . .^"^ ^VU break 



thirty-five steps, planned with consideralolesK^^ ,^^^ ^^.^^ 

up their monotony ; and a red granite obelisk, ^?^^Y.«tch.. AH ^^^ 
of Sallust, crowns the upper terrace in front of * ^^-.v^ stretched at 



feature of the Piazza. Various landings and dividing 



long, these steps are flooded with sunshine, ^^ 



and 



long, tnese seeps are nooaea witn sunsnme, *** :. c ^yery age a"^^ 
length, or gathered in picturesque groups, i^^^^L from einploy- 




rrrinity in religious 
standing as model for the First Person of i>l5.e -^^^^.^ black beard 
pictures. Here is the ferocious bandit, with ^^^y,\a legs wide apart, 
and conical hat, now off duty, and sitting \ri'tl^ Holds in one hand, 
munching in alternate bites an onion, which ^^ ^et. Here is the 
and a lump of bread, which he holds in tk»^ , ^t a shrine with 
contadinay who spends her studio life in pr^^y^?^ child, or carry- 
upcast eyes, or lifting to the Virgin her little ^"^^^eiving imaginary 
ing a perpetual copper vase to the fountain, — a^ '''^^ariable pilgrim, 
bouquets at a Barmecide CamivaL Here is t>h^ ^ g^, Peter's and 
' ' '^ so long that 



with his scallop-shell, who has been journey^iti^ ^^ 

reposing by the way near aqueducts or broken col^ _^ ^^o is now 



the memory of man runneth not to the contrary^ *t^ eyt^s* When 
fast asleep on his back, with his hat pulled over -^5 j^gt out their 
strangers come along, the httle ones run up and ^^ large, black, 
hands for haiocchi; and so pretty are they, with th^ ^ new comer 
lustrous eyes, and their quaint, gay dresses, t^^^^^j^aes a group 
always finds something in his pocket for them. Son* 
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of ^ists passing bj, will pause and steadily examine one 

"^^ .;« "^ i."? ^^""^^ ^^ ^^^ ^''^* ^"* ii« defects '. 
cellences, give him a ba^occo, and pass on. It i« in feet, a 

All this is on the lower steps, close to the Piazza di Spagi 
as one ascends to the last platform, before reaching the uppe 
in front of the Trinity da' Monti, a curious squat figure, ^^ 
withered and crumpled legs, spread out at right angles and 
m long blue stocfeings, comes shuflaing along on his 'k.m 
hands, which are protected by clogs. As it approaches, i 
suddenly up from its quadrupedal position, takes off its hat, ; 
broad, stout, legless torso, with a vigorous chest and a ruddy 
of a person who has come half-way up from below the steps 1 
a trap-door, and with a smile whose breadth is equalled only 
cunning which lurks round the comers of the eyes, says, 
blandest and most patronizing tones, with a rising inflection, 
gtamo, Signorel Oggifa hel Umpo^' or "/a caUivo tempo,'' I 
case may be. This is no less a person than Beppo, King 1 
Beggars, and Baron of the Scale di Spagna. He is better kn i 
travellers than the Belvedere Torso of Hercules at the Valid t 
has all the advantage over that wonderful work, of having 
rairable head and a good digestion. Hans Christian Anders 
celebrated him in " The Improvisatore," and unfairly attrilDi 
him an infamous character and life ; but this account is 
fictitious, and is neither vero nor hen, trovato. Beppo, like ) 
distinguished personages, is not without a history. The :E : 
say of him, « £hu un Signare in paese mo/'—'' He was a gex^ i 
in his own country," — and this belief is borne out by a certckii 
tesy and style in his hearing which would not shame ±la : 
gentlemen in the land. He v^s undoubtedly of a good £blx] 
the provinces, and came to Rome, while yet young, to se<: 
fortune. His crippled condition cut him off from any a.oti-« 
ployment, and he adopted the profession of a mendicant, a.s 
the most lucrative and requiring the least exertion. RencxeDc 
Belisarius, he probably. thought it not beneath his owix 4^1^ 
Wk for an obolm. Should he be above doing what a great 
had done? However this may be, he certainly became a m.ei: 
after changing his name, — ^and, steadily pursuing this process 
more than a quarter of a century, by dint of his fair >?vro>i 
* Of late years the government have prohibited the models, ^^^^ *^ 
what reason, from gathering upon these steps ; and they ^^T^^^^^^^ 
comer of the Via Sistina and Capo le Case, near the Pizacberia, 
they supply themselves with groceries. 
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bland »xxitt««» *ft^ W* constaiit «* Fa hwm tempo,** and •' .^ 

temipo^ ^liicb, together with his withered legs, "were IrxiB sole stock 

in 8tarting» ^e hafi finally amassed a very respectable little fortane. 

He is now a\K>ut fifty-five years of age, has a wife tind several 

children, «od a few years ago, on the marriage of a daughter to a 

very respec**hle tradesman, he was able to give her Tvha* was con. 

sidered in Rome a very respectable dowry. The other d&y, a friend 

of mine met a tradesman of his aoqnaintanoe rumiing up the Spanish 

steps. 

" Where are yon going in such haste ?" he inquired. 
** To my banker.'* 

" To your banker ? but what banker is there above the steps ?" 
** Only Beppo," was the grave answer. *« I want sixty scudi, and 
he can lend them to me without diflBculty.** 
« Really r 

•* Of oourae, CoTne vipare f said the other, as he went on to his 
hanker. 

Beppo hires his bank— which is the upper platform of the steps— 

of the government, at a small rent per cmntim ; and woe to any 

poor devil of his profession who dares to invade his premises/ 

Hither, every fair day, at about noon, he comes mounted on his 

donkey and accompanied by his valet, a little boy, who, though not 

^^e exactly, wears a couple of crutches as a sort of lireiy,— and as 

^^a« twilight begins to thicken and the sun is gone, he closes his 

«tonf' ^'* '* P"rely a bank of deposit,) crawls up the steps, mounts a 

donir ^^^' ^^^ *^®^® majestically waits for his valet to bring the 

lo^^y- Bali lie no more solicits deposits. His day is done; his 

^^ js ciose^i ; and from his post he looks around, with a patroniz- 

solicit ^"^^' ^^^ *^® P^'®'' members of his profession, who are 

stail^T ^*^ ^^}. ®^^8s, the various passers-by, as a king 

shufflL "^ ^^ ^ subjecte. The donkey being brought, he 

^es on u=P 1*8 crupper and makes a joyous and triumphant 

^r^^ge dowrx *irotigh the streets of the city to his home. The 

"^a hxmxxe^^ «°^w is gone. The ^heedUng subserviency of the 

3 18 over, rrii^c'^^ng eye opens largely. He is cabn, dignified, 

and self-poaaeisseci. He mentions no J^aore the state of the weather. 

^ What's Hea^^ .«> him," at this fr0^ moment of his return? It 

18 the large styi^ in which all this i0 ^^® *^* convinces me that 

Beppo was a ^ f^or in paese 8uo'* He has a bank, and so had 

Sir Francis Barring. What of that? :0ie is a gentleman still. The 

robber knig)its and barons demanded *^^ ^^ ^^^®® ^^° P**^®^ *^®"^ 

castles, 'With violence and threats and ** ^® bloody point of thdr 

swords. Whoso passes Beppo's castle i^ V^^^ '^ courteey to leave 



a remembrance, and reoexve» ■*** ^W-., 

ShaU we. then, «.y, the /o"5J'i, -a^^^S^*^4W 
Other is a miserable beggar / ^-*T^^^j, o ^ <;Jr^ ^d ^^^ 
it meanerto thankth^ to ^^^^^^^^ i^^ ^^ISy 
the public is a beggar, otxr ^g'^^j^J? ^^^^^ '^^^^^^^ 
charity. Did not the Prinoess ^^^^^ j^^Id ^-^i*^ ^^f' 
day, t^ the House of Common^ ? ^Jo^ ^^^ ier Z^ 
ofherforit? ^^f^e M. ±^^^^J^h^^^<^e4^S 
large style of kmgs and rol>l>er-baro^^ a^^/ but ^. 
like the merchant-princes, fe^^P^ ^nT*^ "" ^'^ ^ 
guards in shining helmets, ^^^\Z^\Sigant^V'^^ 
through the streets on horseba^^ ana hvitjy, ^ ,,^^ 
Beppo, erectly mounted on Ms <^^^^^' io his^h^Z^ ^^ 
disdains the tailored skirts of a^iwonabie ooaf i?-'*^* 
over his broad shoulders a great blue cloak is ^ ' ,f ^^i 
the manner of the ancient emperors,) is fa^ ^^7 ^hi 
more princely, as he slowlj^ and majestically tZJ^^^ 
towards his august abode. Tbe shadows cloyse aroD^ *' 
passes along ; salutations greet him from the da^ ^ 
darkness at last swallows up for a tune the g,^^ ^P & 
«* King of the Beggars." ^ *^ ^r 

Such is Beppo as he appears on the public 'change tr 
life is involved somewhat in ohscunty ; but glij^pg^ ; •« 
of him which indicate a grand spirit of hospitaiitt^^ 
desoension not unworthy of the best days of his an 
Barons of the Middle Ages- Innominato a short t^^ 
passing late at night along the district of the Mon^^ 
attention was drawn by an unusual noise and merry-m^. ^ 
of its mean httle osterie or bettole. The door was ajar ar!^ 
in he beheld a gallant company of roysterers of the sam© r 
as Beppo, with porters, and gentlemen celebrated for lifting 
ways. They were gathered round a table, drinking tneri 
mounted in the centre of the table, with his withered W 
under him, sat Baron Beppo, the bigb priest of the festive i 
was his banquet, and he had been strictly scriptural in m^ 
tions to all classes from the street. He was the Amphitr 
defrayed the cost of the wine, and acknowledged with a smi 
cheerful word the toasts of his guests ,• and, when Innomii] 
him, he was as "glorious" as Tarn o' Shanter. He was uc 
the table, simply because he wa« on it; and he had not 
equilibrium, solely because he rested upon so broad a base. 
Uke an oak, his legs figuring the roots, there he sat, while t 
band of beggars and rascab were "rousing the night-o^i 
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catcli,'* and the blood of the vine was freely flowing in fkxeir cups. 
The conveTBation was very idiomatic and gay, if not aristocratic, 
and Beppo's tongue wagged with the best. It waa a most cheering 
spectacle. Tlie old Barons used to sit above the salt, but Baron 
Beppo sat higher yet— or rather, he reminded one of classic days, as, 
mounted there hke a Bacchic Torso, he presided over the noisy rout 
of Silenus. 

Since the previous edition of this book was published Beppo has 
fallen into disgrace. His breakfast had perhaps disagreed vdth him, 
perhaps he had"ronsed the night-owl" too late on the previous 
night, and perhaps his nerves were irritated by a bad scirocco; but 
certain it is, that one unfortunate morning an English lady, to 
whom he applied for qucUche cosa^ made some jocosely-intended 
answer to the effect that he was as rich as she, and alluded, as it ia 
said, to the dowry he had ^venjiis daughter— whereupon it became 
suddenly " caM^'*^ P«>^^ ^*^ ^PPo, and he suffered himself to 
threaten her, and even, as some accounts go, to throw stones ; and the 
lady having reported him to the authorities, Beppo went into forced 
retirement for a time. I v^as nwde aware of this one day by finding 
his bank occupied by a new figure and face. Astonished at the 
audacity of this interloper, 1 stopped and said— "And Beppo, where 
h her The jolly beggar then mfonned me, in a very high and 
rather exulting voice (I am sorry to say), beginning with a sharp 
and prolonged eh— e-e-e-h, that the police had laid violent hands 
on Beppo, because he had maltreated an English lady, and that 
he ought to have known better, but come si fa ; and that for the 
present he vras at San Michele 

Beppo having repented, and it is to be hoped amended during his 
sojourn in that holy hospice, has now again made his appearance in 
the world. But during his a^nce the government has passed a 
new and salutary law, by which beggars are forbidden publicly to 
practise their profession, except upon the steps of the churches. 
There they may sit and extend their hand, and ask charity from 
those ^^o *^ going to their prayers, but they may no longer annoy 
the public, and specially strangers in the street. Beppo, therefore, 
keeps no more his bank on the steps of the Piazza di Spagna, but 
has removed it to those of the church of St. Agostino, where, at 
least for the present, he is open to the « receipt of custom." 

BeggM^g> in Rome, is as much a profession as praying and shop- 
keeping- Happy is he who is bom deformed, with a withered limb, 
^j. ^ whom Fortune sends the present of a hideous accident or 
malady ; it is a stock to set up trade upon. St. Vitus's dance is 
worth i*s hundreds of scudi annually ; epileptic fits are also a prize ; 
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tod a distorted leg and hare-lip have aconBider . 
Tbeticelorth the creature who has the luck to hav I 
irom laDour. He stands or lies in the suo, or wt 
Piazza, and sings his whining, lamentable etn 
povero stroppiato, dcUemi qmUche coaa per amc \ 
when the haiocco falls into his hat, like ripe fru 
the stranger, he chants the antistrophe, **/>« i 
Ma^^mmi e tutti i santi /^'* No refusal but one 
as final,— and that is given, not bj word of moutl 
the forefinger of the right hand, and slowly wagg 
When this finger goes up he resigns all hope, as t : 
gate of the Inferno, replaces his hat and lapses int I 
away to some new group of sunny-haired foreigne 
avoid beggars is, to be black-haired, to wear a fuj 
in the streets, speak only Italian, and shake the i 
right hand when besieged for charity. Let it 
from this that the Homans give nothing to the 
them by on the other side. This is quite a mista 
trary, they give more than the foreigners; and tht < 
of their little, will always find something to drop 
-charity. 

The ingenuity which the beggars sometimes disj 
alms is often hiunoristic and satirical. Many a w< 
side of thirty is wheedled out of a haiocco by be ! 
Signoruia, Many a half-suppressed exclamation ol 
prefix of BeUa, softens the hearts of those to whom 
their beauty come rarely. A great many baiocchi i 
from green travellers of the middle class, by the I 
lavishly squandered by these poor fellows. Illtistru i 
AUezza, will sometimes open the purse, when plain 
not. 

The profession of a beggar is by no means an • 
A great many drops finally make a stream. The • 
almost nothing to thjsm, and they frequently lay u 
to make themselves very comfortable in their old i 
friend of mme, Conte C, speaking of them one dt ; 
illustrative anecdote : — 

"I had occasion/' he said, '^a few years ago, 
family," (the servants are called, in Rome, the famiVj 
no neeid of the services of one uuder-servant, n^xae 
missed him. About a year after, as I was returnii 
* Signore, a poor cripple; give me sometbing, for the 
*' May God bless you, the Madonna, and all the saints I" 
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^ra» n»«»**^ ^**« ^ij^^^- ' ^**«*'' ^J»o whining/j asked 
to^'t^ijbaritj'- ttaming »oonH *! ^^ "* *''® ^0'<» ^Wch atmck m 

f S^^^ *^J*^ **» the 8t«l!^' v^ **^* yo«. Ret«>?' I «^ ' 

foun-^^^ging^ He gave r^^ ''^^ ^ ^«>ngh* ?»« *« *^» 

'^"^^lied t«^®A^% desired t^.^^^*'' °** ^^'y clear account of 

^^U, ««»d eV*^ed to find v *''**^ "^ ''^^^ J»e recognized who I 

T»*"^ But, 8bo*?^, finaUv t^T^l™ ■** ^^^^^ * condition, I pressed 

^- ^dons, *^y boui^h^H ^"^ ^ •^''^^ •'°* bear to see any one 

"^L^^^^ ^ hie J^^ "*'^"'*^ *o ^*gg»V; and thonghlhad 

'^aaxne N»agps ^anaT,.-!^ .'!• ^® hesitated, was much ember- 

5^3^4,afver » IT^.'^'d-' A thousand thanks, your ExoeUoncy, 

for vour Idndnesa ; 7* ^ ««not ^soept your proposal, hecau8e,-to 

teU you the tmtb,--;^ make more money by this trade of begging.' " 

But tliough the beg^ otten Uy by OMisiderable sums of money, 

go that they nugbt, if they chose, Uve with a certain degree of 

comfort, yet they cannot leave off the habit of begging after having 

induced in it for mwiy years. They get to be avaricious, and 

cannot bring their mmds to spend the mon^ they have. ITie other 

1 -iJ 'UA^wTOf iirllO used to -froniiAv^j- xl>_ _A f .t . n ^ 



upon 



r her bouL J-ms was »c/wx.Axxxgxj uune, ana Her squalid lile ended 

a pompous procession to ^^^ grave. 

The great holidays of the beggars are the country /esto. Throng- 
ing out of the city, they spread along the highways, and drag, drive, 
roU, shuffle, hobble, as they can, towards the festive little town. 
Everywhere along the road they are to be met,— perched on a rock, 
seated on a bank, squatted beneath a wall or hedge, and screaming, 
with outstretched hand, frona the moment a carriage comes in sight 
until it is utterly passed by. As one approaches the tovm where the 
festa is held, they grow thicker and thicker. They crop up along 
the road like toadstools. They hold up every hideous kind <rf 
withered arm, distorted leg, and unsightly stump. They glare' at 
you out of horrible eyes, that look like cranberries. You are 
requested to look at horrors, all without a name, and too terrible to 
be seen. All their accomplishments are also brought out. They 
&U into improvised fits ; they shake with sudden palsies; and aU 
the while keep up a chorus, half-whine, half-scream, which suffers 



It is hopeless * 
you to lUten to i^o***^?^!^^ nui»b«''. aa^ ^*t_, ^ 

111 off. for they »re l«|E*°clever scamp|^ too, ^v t>^?S .*' ^"-^ ^^-^ 
chorus of tlie otbeW- Jbe .^^T'''**- * /^^^tAf ,*"*'« ^^^ 

in selecting their pl*?^^fe which wiU red«c^ *iie,« ^^ "^«»* siJII 
in the road, or any «^*^'te » l'««^- , ?'»» <J*^« ga/W !?"^^ ^ 
to a walk, there is ^^^J^ofscW*"" and hi^^^^ ^Jot\,^„f ^^«- 
reU«, oa his o-- P^^^^or, to 'T^e^^Jf* '^o^e^^^L'f 
He haa a friend, a^,^ ^fortunes. Ihougi, i,_^^.n» to roar notice, 
and to expatiate on hJS » ^^^^ ^ utile ragg^ ^^^fflaetf can scarcely 
move, his friend, wJio pursues the ca>rf„ "^^ <"• g>H iight of 

^ght, and made f?"! * "LeJbanical iteration^®. ««d proiongg the 
■whine, repeating, witb a "• „ m,til his W \ ^tffnorel Signore! 
d^mi<!U<dckecasa,St9f>^^' gtill coj^^^^' «^^ resolution 

X out at last; or, 3^*' touched, ana^^' ^''" P*"^** " 
wearied out or your symi«^y ^ ,i ^^^^ J^" are glad to Purchase 
XI. VI «o;r,rr rtf silence for tne "^ •** or a hatocco. Wlien his 

V rfafls he tries to amuse you ; and often Ksorts to the oddest 
7 Ti^«^t your notice. Sometimes the little rascal flings 
1 If wHyer bead into the dust, and executes soaiersets 
himseU beels over ^^^ j^ ^^^ ^^.^^ influence on the 

Mnthout a^f^^^V^o^ Thon. running by the side of the ca«iage, 
r*'^ ,CfSlip8 with both hands, making a«ttlin« noise, 
he will pky «P<»_^;f"P . If you laugh, you are lost, %wA he 
to excite your .f "^ J^^nly w^ist all his entreaties, it sometimes 
knows It But It y«« bim a hart run, that, despite his "kwoken 

happens, if you have f ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ peculiar blessing in the 
wind and tired 1^ ^^ „ ^a throw a stone at your carriage, xxierely 
shape of an ' apoplexy, j. ^^i^^ ^ ^■^^ jg thrown. ' 

for luck, of course, «« "* ^ of the town, the row becomes f^ririous. 
As you reach the g^^ on either side the road, 8cream.iBg in 
There are scores of J^, the town be from the city, there is not 
chorus. No matter bo^ ^f ^j. acquaintance, not one of -fclie old 
a wretehed, maimed cri^ ^^^^ ^ Boman comer, not a »,Bffied 

stumps who have dodged J- ^^g^^ through the public ««^-uares, 
baron who has levied toii ^^^^ for you a pleasant Bt.»r«et ot 
a privileged robber ^bo " ^^ ^^^^ y^^ ^ s^ro to t>o tliere. 

wayWd you at an interesw^ ^^^ ^^ ^pp^^ got in.-to tbo 

How they got there is Mine^P^ But at the first ring of a, ^feOa- 
dumplings in Peter Pindars P"^* /-xhoee who are leglesa ^«ttiBg 
heU they start up from under-grouna, k ^4 VeveX tlieVi 

only half-way up,) Uke Bi«^«"f . ^„"^. Au Bnglisb^ X«^:y, •• 
crutehes at you as ttie others did tl»«r a^^^^Xit to take the ^a.^!.. oi 
short time rince, after wintering at R««f ' . ^ ^ walk, on t.l^«. fcrt 



..^w.. vMuo oiui>Cj eukv^' -- '^ , 

Lucca in the summer. On gomg 
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moniing after her arriTaL "whtmi Bhcrald ahe meet bat King Beppo, 
wrhom she had jnat left in Rome ! He had come with the rest of 
ihe nobility for recreatioD and bathing, and of course had bronghi 
lis profesaion with him. 

Owing to a great variety of causes, the nnmber of beggais in 
lomeisi veiy large. They grow here as noxions weeds in a hot-bed. 
[Tie government neither favonrs commerce nor stimulates indnstry. 
te policy is averse to change of any kind, even though it be for the 
evelopment of its own reaources or of the energies of the people, 
^he Cbnrch is Brahmanic, contemplating <mly ite own navel. Its 
ifluencse i8 specially restrictive in Rome, because it is also the State 
[lere. It restrains not only trade, but education ; it conserves ancient 
leas ana usa^ ; it prefers not to grow, and looks with abhorreiye 
pon change. 

This restrictive policy of t^ Church makes itself felt everywhere, 
igh ana low ; and by long habit the people have become indolent 
nd supine. The splended robes of ecclesiastical Rome have a 
Iraggled Wnge of beggary and vice. What a change there might 
ye, if the energies of the Italians, instead of rotting in idleness, 
30uld have a free scope ! Industry is the only purification of a 
nation ; and as the fertile and luxuriant Campagna stagnates into 
malaria, because of its want of ventilation and movement, so does 
thift grand and noble people. The government makes what use it 
can, however, of the classes it exploits by its system ; but things go 
in a vicious circle. The people, kept at a stand-still, become idle 
and poor ; idleness and poverty engender vice and crime ; crime fills 
the prisons; and the pnsons afford a body of cheap slaves to the 
government. 

To-day, as I am writing, some hundreds of fargats, in their 
striped brown uniforms, are tugging at their winches and ropes to 
drag the column of the Immaculate Virgin to it« pedestal on the 
Piazza di Spagna. By tfie same system of compulsory labour, the 
government, despite its limited financial resources, is enabled to 
carry out public projects which^ with well-paid workmen, would be 
too expensive to be feasible. In this manner, for instance, for an 
incredibly small sum, was built the magnificent viaduct which 
spans with its triple tier ol arches the beautiful Val di L'Arriccia. 
But, for my own part, I cannot look upon this system as being 
other than very bad, in eveiy respect. And when, examining into 
the prisons themselves, 1 find that the support of these° poor 
criminal slaves is fanned out by the government to some responsible 
person at the lowest rate that is oflTered, generally for some ten 
lnubioccki apiece per diem, and often refarmed by him at a still 



lower mte, until the ixKH-wretohes«i«^noe,j^ -W 

of necesswy food as to quantity ^^^^'T^' -T ooa/^^'^*'^i»»« 
look with pleasure on the noble ^^J^^ ^I'^rn^ ,^'^ "^"ot 
colamn t» the Inunaculate Virgin, erected ky ^be &W o/T^ 
hands. "le/r 

Within a few years the govemmOTt ^ed to hecoj^^ conscion. 
of the great number of beggar in Borne and of the repn>Tobltey 
offered to the wise and paternal regulations of the priestcmff 
Accordingly, for a short time, they carried on a mo^e in the ricrht 
direction, which had been begun by the Tnumvirate ofl849, during 
their short career. Some hundreds of the beggang were hired at the < 
rate of a few bazocchi a day to carry on excavations in the Forum 
and in the Baths of Caracalla. ITi© selection was most appropriate. / 
Only the old, decrepit, and broken-down were taken,— the younger , 
and sturdier were left. Ruined men were in harmony with the * 
ruined temples. Such a set of labourers was never before seen. 
Falstaff's ragged regiment was a joke to them. Each had a -wheel- ' 
barrow, a spade, or pick, and a cloak ; but the last was the most 
important part of their equipment. Some of them picked at the \ 
earth with a gravity that was equalled only by the feebleness of the j 
effort and the poverty of the result. Three strokes so wearied, them ( 
that they were forced to pause and gather strength, while others 
carried away the ant-hills whiqh the first dug. up. It seemed an 1 
endless task to fill the wheelbarrows. Fill, did I say ? They | 
were never filled. After a^ bucketful of earth had been, slowly . 
shovelled in, the labourer paused, laid down his spade carefially on ' 
the little heap, sighed profoundly, looked as if to receive con- 
gratulations on his enormous success, then flinging, with a. grand 
sweep, the tattered old cloak over his left shoulder, lifted his w^}ieel- 
barrow-shafta with dignity, and marched slowly and measxi^-edly 
forward towards the heap of deposit, as Belisarius might have nr^oved 
at a funeral in the intervals of asking for choU. But x-e<i-iiced 
gentlemen, who have been accustomed to carry round the ha.t ^g an 
occupation, always have a certain air of condescension whexx they 
work for pay, and, by their dignity of deportment, mafe^ ^^^ 
sensible of their former superior state. Occasionally, in o^gg a 
forestiere was near, the older, idler, and more gentlemanlike ^j.^, 
fession would be resumed for a moment (as by parenthesis), ^^^^ -^ 
without success, a sadder dignity would be seen in the subsec^^j^Q^ 
march. Very properly for"^ persons who had been reduced f^^^^ 
beggary to work, they seemed to be anxious both for their l^ealth 
and their appearance i^ public, and accordingly a vast deal j^j^^^ 
time was spent in the arrang««^«^* ^^ *^® ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^her 



part of the bn>me». It w» grand » * ^^i^g tbeix J^^^ gao^ . 
incumbered iu their heavy drapen«»' * y^g^ ot atons^^y ^et^ »^ 
through the great arches of Caracal^ »^ ^ lottone « 
and determined to show, that ia ^eaP ^^t aW ^ 

It would, however. U a grievo«» J^^^. to g^^ A«"^«S^ 
t»ggai» in the streets of Rome are **"«,« » »fr tbo«»«»f" 
giieater number are strangers, *^ '^S ^^'^ -.U^^ ^*" *^ » 

tWK f. ''"^* country town of the ■^'"^d west «»«? " ^Vjat fo^l " _ir 
tnbution. From north, south, «*' V^ of t^« ^'^v t«W» ^'^ ^ 

^''e noh men's tables. In the att"**^! in five of «»«^-5^e. .,.„« 

tii^ S i«ncLr«<i «.«d forty *^^"^ by the ^X bospi**^ !!^ 

^^'^il '^irfcir «.r« a. tw: upoa *^^J^d P»f«^*xve *««Xi 
*"«»6e; "^^tt/acxa^.fce alDout f***'' *J,g to «-^^*' *T^L «P«"^f 



T^A^'^or^^SX^^tiou and i»*l«^I^eB oix poot ^bject.«« 
'^ W^^'^^C^^S^^^oT beatowiiaS^'^^^ for tW«^\eili- ^ 
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mission of subsidies. But tbough so much money is tl 
it cannot be said that it is well administered. The ] 
deaths at the hospitals is very large; and among the J 
amounted, between the years 1829 and 1833, to n 
seventy-two per cent 

Despite the enormous sums expended in charity, th 
poverty and suffering among the lower classes in Ron 
certainly need ever die of hunger, if he be willing to li 
charity. But a natural pride prevents many from availini 
of this ; and there is a large class, which barely struggh 
during great privations, living in the most miserable ] 
glad in any way to earn an honest penny. The beggai 
means the greatest sufferers, though, Heaven knows, ms 
are wretched enough. These poor classes live generj 
ground-floor, gregariously crowded into damp and u 
ruoms. You may peep into their dark and dismal caves 
along the street. The broken and uneven floors are 
brick and clammy with moisture, the walls damp and s 
great blotches of saltpetre, the rafters of the ceilings bro^ 
and smoke, the funiiture shabby, rickety, and consistinj 
chest of drawers, a few broken-down chairs, a table, and i 
bed of corn-leaves, mounted upon trestles, which stands ir 
and covered with a white quilt. Yet no place is so me 
without its tawdry picture of the Madonna, and out of t 
means a sum is squeezed enough to feed with oil the slen( 
wick of the onion-shaped lamp, which sheds upon it a 1 
yelk)w point of feeble flame- In the winter these roon 
unwholesome, rheumatic, and reek with moisture. Tl 
rainy season the old women crouch over their little earth 
of coals (9oaldmo\ warming their shrivelled, veiny hands, 
under their dress to warm their ill-fed bodies. Yet dc 
poverty and sufferings they are not a complaining people, 
is something touching in their resignation, their constan 
to the Madonna and their invariable refrain of ** Pazienzc 
give them a haiocco they are very grateful, and at once ] 
Madonna to bless you, for it is she who has prompted th 
she who wiU reward it. Yet the climate is kindly, and 
of cold and rain are few, an^ when the sun shines and 
mild you will see them all sitting outside their doors in 
which is their saloon, chatting gaily, screaming across 
neighbours, and sometimes bursting into wild Campaj 
Some of them earn a slender pittance by keeping a litt 
roasted chestnuts, and apples, and pine-oones, over which \ 
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^ «vftS ^^^^a^ ^y **^"«« <» four poles, flomefcimes 

rt^pV ^'^^;f afford. ^^"^i^^^ry-^n^ 

Xo^tubo^n^'Xe^^^ 51 o^iT^^^'^^y' but there isoften seen 

Wdiot t.\^»^ ,^J^e of *^^!f ^^^ ^^^^en the remaiiui of the -hd 

lovedus ^^Tloflvex l-^^^^f^ ^^aud, in a tall hattered white hat, 

ft short ic^c\tet,a^ l^^^vv^' ^^^ »ow plays second fiddle and 

\)\ue B*<>^^^'f^,vr\itt\e esta^"*^Mient, rearranging the humble wares 
iviaaes alooo* ^^ .^^ ajadloofemg round for customers, and indulging 
^\th ^eio^^^^^^ weather and the times. She meanwhile sits calmly 
iu chat *^?;"^aldino, the xnaster-apirit, who rules and decides all. 
there ^*^*^*; ^o t\xe \>egga«- At many of the convents in Rome, 
^"^1 Jiistom at BOon to distrihute, gratis, at the door, a quantity 
it 18 the <^^ ^^^ person may receive a bowlful on demand, 

of soup, ^^^ begg^TS thus hecome pensioners of the convents, and 
1)^ seen daily at the appointed hour gathering round the door 
"^•th their howl Bxxd wooden spoon, in expectation of the Frate with 
^e soup This i» generally made so thick with cabbage that it 
miaht be called » cabbage-stew; but Soyer himself never made a 
dish more accep**^^® ^ ^^® P*^*^** ^' *^® guests than this. No 
• ht' aales' tot^^^^^ ** * banquet of Tiberius, no edible birds'-nests 
^l^ n^w^oofl fpo^ty ^®^ ®^^'^ relished with more gusto. I have often 
at aC^nmese lea^ ^^g ^^ ^^^ Conv«it of Capuchins, in the Via S. 
counted at ine^^y to one hundred of these poor wretches, some 
BasuiOjiro ^ ^gtih on the pavement, some gathered in groups 
stretched at le5>^ ^f ^he garden wall or on the steps of the studios, 
under the 8*^<^^,litics, Austria, France, Italy, Louis Napoleon and 
and discussing J^^jjey waited for their daily meal When the bells 
Garibaldi, ^"^^^ the gates are opened and the crowd pours in ; and 
ling for mid-day^ -j^j^ta off, you may see them gathered round the 
then, with the% - ^^-h a buriy Capuchin ladles out soup into their 
caldron, fro^^ ^ ^fter they have all repeated after him their "pater 
Tjvooden P^*^^®^^^res and actions of these poor wretches, after they 
noster." The ^^^^ goup, make one sigh for human nature. Each, 
"have obtained t»^ ^ ^ j|. ^^^q ^ treasure, separates himself imme- 
grasping his por ^^^^ieYSy flees selfishly to a comer, if he can find one 
diately from his ^ ^^ ^^ ^ distance, turns his back on his friends, 
\ empty, or, if ^^^^usly at intervals all around, as if in fear of a sur- 

\ a^^ ^^wfs up bis cabbage, wipes out his howl, and then returns 

prise, gobbles up ^.-^ppears. The idea of shanng his portion 

to <^<>°^P*°T L ' Sees occurs to him only as the idea of a 
' with those who are portionie«» y^ j 

^bber to the taxod of a miser. 
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brothe» in dirt «d jrfety We ooourionaHy yiolent row. and dig- 
pnte., m their wfectone* <Hr«r tteir ewthen bottles. It is only » 
short time smoe th»t my old friends the Capuchin, got furiL 
together over th«r wme, «d ended by knocking each other abont 
the ear» ^ ^JJ^, J"f? «»« they had emptied them. 
8ereml^e« woonde^ and had time ^ «p4t ^ ^^ ,„ their 
celte. 3ut one dKmld not ^ too hard on tW The temper wiU 

with the world, but M empty stomach is the habitation often ofSe, 
Deyil, who amuses himself there with pulBng aU the nerre-wires^ 
that reach up mto the bram. I doubt whether even St 85me«i 
Styhtes always kept his temper as well as he did his fast 

garden, »nd under the sanny waU where, without the least a««ti. 
csm, oTftDg* glow Mid wees bloom during the whole winter, I do 
not believe m their doctrme, nor envy them their life. And I can- 
not but think that the thousands ot /rati ^ho are in the Koman 
States would do quite ^ good service to God and man, if they were 
an army of tobourers on the Campagna, or ekewhere, as in their 
present Ijf*?^ ^T aj«i -eU'-contempJation. I often wonder, as I 
look at thein, hearty «id stout ». they are, despite their mode of life, 
what brought them to this pass, what induced them to enter this 
order,-andt^ll,mth.8 connection, a Mttle anecdote current here 

'^ ^\^J^ltu^^f^l'-^ y^'^^g fellow, fiom whom 
Fortune had withheld ner gifts, havincr K.^^-. a x x i * 

declared to a friend that he meiint tT^wZl?'^'*^' t^ 
and end a life which w«. worse thwi ZL^ « v ** *^ ^'^•' 
friend, "don't do that. If your affa^ ^^', ^^i' °**'" *!'* ^"^ 
convert; become a Capuchin." « ^f ^^ iT^**' I"*"* """ » 
swer; "I «n desperate ; but I have ^^etl^- ^ f^^^* '"J 
of desperation as Lt." ^'^ »™^«1 ** ""«* » Plt<* 

Though the Franciscans live upon charitv +».« k., i * 
always a garden connected with their «>^^'/? ^Iv *^"* 
multitudee'of cabbages, cauliaowen^^nd S w^f ^^.^IT" 
and lettuce. Indeed, there is one kind of t».!T!l ^' ^^''^''^'^ 
after them,-<«pi«.-. But ii^eiJ^ri^'^'^Zl^^^ T^ 
-elves; they Z^Jeners. who woA fo?^^.^ t"''* t^ *««- 
think that workini i'^ * «^^'^ » Just m^* .^"^^ «««»ot !«* 
begging about Z sti^ite. though, perhans!!!,*^^*"^"'*"* "* 
ThT^inion that, in some res^ KS rSL"fo?T^t 
attend to this work themselves, was fowed uL m!^!!f ?I *^T.f 
farce I happened to see enacted '^ong^r^IJ^^ \ " H** 
aslwas looking down out of -7 wi^.^' ^.^^^^n^'r S 



f^^fM bjr hearing a ^»»***'^hS^i^%^ "^^^N^^ 

*WW opposite, hanging «>^««- ** ^/^^^ ' 

»nd, from anud the flo w««-I»**' , ''*'Ci|. ^^ _ "^ ^ 

d«>PPed a long cord to tb« e*"^^* '*^ ->» -< f^«4^ 

»nime, shrugged hi« shonldezw, «&«>* ijs ^i5t^^;^-5>q^ '^eV^* 
with hi. heS and elbow «id«^J« *"%t,^^Z;^.^ ^e/^'^T' 
to her, of a brown Frauci-can, ^o '^s «**,t^:. ^S^ f^^o^^ C 
mg some fennel, just round the ^e? of-**«*"VT*'<' 4 "^ *to^'<^ 
yho was fishing for the cabbages. '™««edi ««»eT.t«««b/^^e, A *'*«rf 

«licanient.d«wnpher oord, di«»«pe««Bd ^^J- C* ?i'*«=»4^'* 
curtain fell npon the little fyrce. The gai^i^^**' 'a^T*'^ «*-««»«r 
had a little soliloquy after she bad gone. ^«^, ho^^'i*, ^ Pr^ 
P»ed at the unconscioue Franciscan for soii,-® «%«erf 2*'' «^^1,?" 
grmaoe, as if he were not quite aatisfied at «,«» 7 ^ ^aW*'*'*© ^d 
qwfflte. And here, pwhaps, a short acootmt ©r ^^ hi^ ,* cWous 
not be out of place or without interest. "^e *^Z>Uci* **^® ^"^ 

The head-quarters of the Capuchinii througi^^^ **" "»r 

Convent of Santa Maria della Conceeion^ close bj, ^*® ^?»-ld i, the 
herini, and here resides the general oi the order and hi ^**»» B«i- 
convent is very large, having no less than six iund,^ * fi*** ^""^ 
of these ate rarely if ever oocai«ed. The Pamiglja jwot^ V ^V^\ 
term is meant the friaw, both lajr and derical, belon^^ ^ if. 
number about one hundred and twenty; but as it is the oltief house 
of all the provinces of Btone, the general hospital for aidk. suid infirm 
is here, and there are always a certain nnmber of firiars in. it -wTbd do 
not belcmg to the convent. To this most be added the ^i«atoi» ^o^ 
aU parts of the world, who come on eoclesiastifisl laasva^m^^ ^ 
other reasons; and with these additions the ^™™?f\'*r^^^naje4 
the convent does not generally vary much from »«»« ^^xcskteA- O'*"' 
persons. The padri or priests, are many of them "w®""® Vi^^f oivtt «< 
as fer as Latin and theology go, and they d®^^ ~«jaixi«aeT-, *^^<*' 
their time to prayer and saying mass, giring * ^i^tely ill^*^^^' 
is not much, to study. The lay-brothers are J^Z^^,^^^-^ tfce «**»' 
and tiieir occupation is to b^ ahns in the ^''^^^„~nial. Avl*Ac» <^ ** 
cook ti»e dinner, serve at table, and perform ***« J^^en lav».^ -^^^ Z 
convent. They also pretend to cultivate tbe ^ ^^ ±^0. a- ?"***' 
this chiefly by proxy, "assisting,'' for the i»o»* r » 
Fwffldi sense. . feet by *«»*=»^ ^^ *? i 

The cells in which they Uve are only al>ont »»* ^^y li«.-«re l«»« 
they are paved with brick, and, instead ^^^f^flx, a l>«^ o^ ^ 
cloth m their wmdows. Their furniture i» » f bsA^* <»" ^^^""^ " 
» vase of holy water, and Kane coarse pri»* ** 



4* *ji»B their beds v 

""^t^ y^^l. i*- ^^ «tocldL '''' ?^<^««5lothe8, and, unless their 
^\t\x tequiref ^^gined. Pgsj and the result as to cleanliness 

^^^J\ye eaaUy ^ff^ the oauvenf • . 

'^Lt.iiected ^^^ughout S: p* ^^^^' ^^^"^ the cloth, worn by 

.vaCftP^^^^^^ ?^<»^« **«hion^ «omagna, is woven, and where the 

r®.v,ertt w^^'^ts baviiw 7®^' ?»»* «ven in this, secular labour is 

^tS^ '^^ *^2i?eaAy cut J^'S'' "^"^^^^^ to do any labour, 

^^ oi c\otb, ^^ty onL . .^ Wropriate form, are distributed 

^^tbe oota^^^''^^ i'^ three years, and each sews it up for 

^"^di^eis l>y ^^^«^^ an enviable one. Their fare is veiy 
meagre, and ibexr religions duties constant Their day commences 
TSidniglit, ^1^«^ r^^ *«; ^^1 «>«8ed from their beds by a sort of 
rattle of wood and iion, called a " troccdo,*^ and by the sharp clang 
of tbe cburch bell, to say matins in the choir of the church. The 
joene here is then said to be very picturesque. A single oil lamp 
burning over the readmg-desk is the sote light in the church. 
There stands the officiatmg pnest, and reads the collecte and lessons rf 
the day, whUe the others gather in the shadow and chant their hymns 
and responses in hoarse bass voices, that echo through the vaulted choir. 
At the end of the matins thebell begins to toll, and the solemn Te Denm 
is sung, after which, without speaking, aU return to their narrow cells. 
Sometimes, in the cold wmter mghts, sitting alone in a warm room, 
with all the comforts of life And warmth about me, as I hear the 
convent bell ringing at midnight, and know that at its sound every 
one of the Capuchins, whether he be old, rheumatic, and weary, or not, 
must rise from his bed to go into that cold, cheerless chapel, and say 
his matins, my heart is touched with pity for them. But I hope 
habit makes it easier to them than it would be to me, and, at all 
events, tfee evil is mitigated by the fact that they do not have to dress. 
At six o'clock in the morning the bell rings them to mass, and 
from this time forward the chief portion of the day is devoted to 
religious exercises ; for what with masses, and hearing confessions, 
and accompanying funerals, and the canonical hours, and vespers, 
noctums, and oompUnes, little time can remain for anything else. One 
ot their exercises, which they have in common with the Quakers, is 
that of silent meditation, which takes place in the morning, and at 
twilight, when the friars all meet and commune silently with them- 
selves. On these occasions the blinds are closed so as to shut out 
^ light and here they remain without speaking for a half-hour. 
What they think about then, they alone know. Of courae the ky- 



brother arefiot held very strictly *^ J^'J^o, 
be scarcely possible for them to P^^'f^ *f «J. 
These brown-cowled gentlemen are nofc ^^ 
the tin box. Along the curtotones ot tfte j,^ 
steps of the churches, sit blind old ^^eature^^ ^ 
box, outside of which is a figure of the j^^ 
which are two or three batoccAt.AS ^J^^^itx^ 
unending invocation of aid. Their dismai J 
hours and hours, increasing in loudness y^^J^ 
passer-by are heard. It i« *^^ ^^^ ^^'"^Php 
begging and blessing, and the singers are ^^ 
often softened into charity. Those who are xiot 
now almanac to sell towards the end of th^ 
they vary the occupation of shaking the bo^ ^^^ 
saints, which are sometimes wonderful eHougK ^ 
Fho sits near the Quattro Fontane, and asLy^^^'^ ' 
her box, always touches my heart, there is ^^J^ ■ 
ftnd sweetness about her. As I was returuj-^ 
mass at San Giovanni in Laterano, an old man o ' 
great green goggles,— to which those of the "m ! 
would have yielded in size and colour^^^nd s ! 
hatocco. ^'^ And where does this money go ?»» j 
masses for the souls of those who die over opposi 
iog to the Hospital of San Giovanni, through ^ 
which we could see the patients lying in their^'be* 

Nor are these the only friends of the box. Ofl i 

Greets one is suddenly shaken in your ear, and i 

*re startled to see a figure entirely clothed in w t 

foot, a rope round his waist, and a white hood dra 

and face, and showing, through two round holej ] 

black eyes behind them. He says nothing, but : 

you, often threateningly, ^^^ always with an air c 

^ a penitent Saccone ; and as this cwifratemita u . 

of noblemen, he may be one of the first princes- or < • 

performing penance in expiation of his sins ; or, fo. i 

^t may be one of your intimate friends. The moi i 

goes to various charities. The Sacconi always g( : 

taking one side of the street, the other the oppoa \ 

«gbt of each other, and never speaking. Clothed . 

f*»ey can test the generosity of any one they me 1 

^punity,and they often amuse themselves with st 

flany a group of English girls, convoyed by their m • 

"ito some mosaic or cameo shop, is scared into \ 
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4^ 47^ the box Bjul 

•^^Bbakei» ^ i^P^«8«ion /«v ^?\^'^ **^^ ^^<»»*°8 to the ecd of her 

"f% » oonfa^t^nditti. wTw *^^'*^^^'«» of inquisitions, stilettos, 

rttti^ a^^Vrti^ ^'it oid « ^7^ ^* ^ ^^^ *o attempt to dispossess 

^^-. tfiind. ;^ fdoe, takes T^r'"*^' ^*^ * *»^^ forehead and an 

•^*6ciW ^f^^^ir in^Pertin J ^7^^ ^^ another way,-<x)nfound8 the 

Vl^^s^^^ *^ cj the 8TW J . ^®™^« notions, first, of knocking 

^ctix <'^<>^^ ^ take nV; ^' ^^^ ^^ «^l^^g t^e Police, but finally 

Acterm^^«* *f ^ cannot k1 ""^ *^®"^' *» ^^^y «^^e nothing but 

foteigtt«™» ^^^tional JT ®^^^ *« ^^o^ how to behave them- 

elerwosiw*) i* ": . /* f *f the oddest fashion. It was only 
veateTday tliat i ^ «^« of the confraternities, dressed in ia shabby 
•ted salt, comtBg ^P "ie street, with the invariable oblong tin beg- 
ging-box in bi8 '^a^^'.— a picture of Christ on one side, and of the 
Madonna on the otfier. He went straight to a door opening into a 
Urge, dark room, where there was a full cistern of running water, at 
which several poor women were washing clothes, and singing and 
chattering as they worked. My red acquaintance suddenly opens 
the door, letting in a stream of light upon this Eembrandtish in- 
terior, and lifting his box with the most wheedling of smiles, he says, 
with a rising inflection of voice, as if asking a question,—" Pressim 
sanffue di Gem Cristo f — (Precious blood of Jesus Christ?) 

Others of these disguised gentlemen of the begging-box sit at the 
comers of the streets or on the steps of the churches, or wander about, 
entering everywhere the shops, to collect sums for prisoners, and 
among these are often gentlemen of good family and fortune ; others 
carry with them a sack, in which they receive alms in kind for the 
same purpose. The Romans are a charitable p^ple, and they always 
give Ubeially of their store. In the Piazza della Rotonda and the 
Piazza Navona you will see these brethren of the sack b^ging of tiie 
fruiterers and hucksters; and few there are who refuse to add their 
little for the poor prisoners. As soon as they are told that the 
charity is for them, they drop mto the sack a wedge of cheese, a 
couple of prtmUure, a handful of rice, a loaf of bread, two or 
three oranges, apples, pears, or potatoes, or a good slice of polenta, 
saying, " My poveracctf Dio U conaoii, pigliate^ (Ah, poor crea- 
tures, may G^od help them 1 take these ;)— for you must remember a 
prisoner does not always mean a criminal in Kome. Sometimes 
into the box drops the last lawcco of some poor fellow, who, as he 
gives it says, in Trastevere dialect — « Voi che side tm rdigioso di 
Dto.faume huBca 'n temetto, ch^pozzapaga la piffi<me:'-^mye me 
a winning temo in the totteiy, to pay my rent 



Thereisanother 8P«»««,^?^^Scti^.*^^^:^^ ' 
which deserves notice m -tb^ <^ ^ streerTii^^^ ^,^.. « 

hdd out by the --/^S Tem«.d aa of ^^^^^^^e*^^ i^,,, 
ceremonials where the peopw The W *^%K^ *^^^f'*««rf 

present called ^^'T ^f.^^fmperors w^^ i?"*«i tT" ^''^ 
used to be scattered by t**®,, JT^ after «^>v.^*^c6 yiT ^*f' '^ 
crowned in St. Peter's is ^f^^^^^ltl^S i, ^?^ ^^^T^T 
the coronation of » Pope, ^^e"™ „,4_t j,^ ^^e o^^««»fe wTr „ ^ 
to proceed to the church on bo"«bflck. his al^f^^oa, /or ttf S 
him with two sacks of money ^ S^^"'> a^S^'^'' ^--^^o^; S^ 
scattered among the crowds «f^f^P^^^g t£* ^PPer, ^tltZ 
But an accident having happened ** 7»^tallatio„^?^ procewfon. 
the Pope has ever since driven ^^ » t^u^pj^ JQofC/emeDtXIV., 
largesse is now distrihuted by hJS almoner ^^^ ^rU^ej and the 
dei when, the p«.ud inhabitant of the Bo,go ^S'^'^ ^ Bel^e- 
not disdain to hold out their h^<3^ « tW p^ ^t^'^^J^ ^o 
little sum of money which the Holy Father sm^W^Z ^^/V^', 
chUdren on this august occasion-nay, n^ they daTmlt^ ""^l".^ 
In like manner, on the beatification of « UinHu L i^ T^' 
secretaries, agent;, and servant, of every knd tettitt'^^ta 
n^ia; .[nd'so finnly e«**^l-Jf, « this cnst^Cthr* a "^ifi^ 
time and place is appointed wnere tney present themselves. aixXeach 
receives his vaU sealed up m an envelope of paper. Mid addressed to 
him by name. 

Whenever a Cardinal is made Pojpe. by old custom all his <slothes 
and furniture become the spoil ol his servants. And as soorx as the 
report of his election by the Conclave runs through the oi*y, his 
apartments are at once sacked by them. Sometimes tli« report 
proves false, and the irritated Cardinal, whose ambitious ho]>^s have 
crumbled into vexation, returning home, finds his luxurious rooms 
turned topsy-turvy, and not even a change of dress in his w^a.:r-drobe. 
The first meetmg of servants and master on such an oocajaion is 
««reeable to neither party ; and it is not to be wondered at ^f t],e 
name of the Lord is sometimes taken in vain, and " a^Mpleao-tS^^n f^ 
showered about in profusion. 

Many of the servants o£ the princely houses and in the I>a.l«ce8 ot 
the Cardinals receive no wages, the maneie, which by time-lx*:*;^^^^^^^ 
custom they are entitled to claim of visitors, affording a.xx ampVe 
compensation. Indeed, in some houses, there are servants 'vwlio x»y 
for the privilege of serving there, their maneie far exceeding -fc-»ie to 
i»te of their wanes. Some of these vails are expected, on Gi:^,^-^^^^^ 
and New Year-s^ay, but besides these there are other stated <>ct««\on» 
when the freq^te« of the house are e^poeted to give pre8««.^. 11 
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46 to^ servant itm xe 

^ ^ seem to ^^ly to ej:pr^®5;^^^* ^ ainount, they sometimes go 

<l» ^Irbicli yo**^ 1^1 relates a 15^^* 

^^\,^re Bre9^^^^ to some of ^^ /^'^ <Wojio% to these ww«c^e, which 

o^s oocurr^^ of their a -"^^ ^^ himself. They had le- 

^"^ ^^ «^ ^«^^^U^ palace ,?i^"^^^*^ *<> give them a letter to the 

^^'Sct^tes ^^Sopany L^^'^. ^^^'^y the request was gmnted, 
1^ Ove \itt\e ^;^^^, 7«7« ^t once to the palace, and presented 

^S fo^ ^^^ 'nnl """^^ '^"°^ *^ ^°« 0^ them, and said, 
VfixcuBe me, I ^ave not my specfawles : would your Excellency have 
the goodness \o read this for me ^ 

The g^tlemau appealed to then read as follows : « Vi rcux<m- 
mando somTnamenU questt mMmimi Stgnori, mostrate low tutte U 
rarUa dd palazzo, hen intest, accettando U vostre prvpiner^''! 
warmly recommend to you these most distinguished gentlemen : show 
them all the choice things m the palace,— accepting, of course, your 
present for so doing." 

The clever custode, imaginmg that these gentlemen might consider 
that the letter rendered the wiwcia unnecesary, resorted to this trick 
to let them see that neither the deacon nor himself intended to 
dispense with it. 

The last, but by no means the meanest, of the tribe of "perisioners 
whom I shall mention, is my old friend, " Beefsteak,"— now, alas I 
gone to the shades of his fathers. He was a good dog,— a mongrel, 
a Pole by birth,— who accompanied his master on a visit to Rome, 
where he became so enamoured of the place that he could not he 
persuaded to return to his native home. Bravely he cast himself on 
th'e world, determined to live, like many of his two-legged country* 
men, upon bis wits. He was a dog of genius, and his confidence in 
the world was rewarded by its appreciation. He had a sympathy for 
the arts. The crowd of artiste who daily and nightly flocked to the 
Lepre and the CafFfe Greco attracted his notice. He introduced 
himself to them, and visited them at their studios and rooms. A 
friendship was struck between them and him, and he became their 
constant visitor and their most attached ally. Every day, at the 
bour of lunch, or at the more serious hour of dinner, he lounged into 
the Lepre seated himself in a chair, and awaited his friends, confident 



of his reception. His presoDoe^j^^ ^ 
to every new comer he was forroa ^.^I^^^^^Hee/trftia vreUxaae.i 
at last, not only assured, bufc jp«t«)™zii9g.^ t^^ ^^ ^^^^ jeca, 
chicken-bone or a delicate «»**"' *^.f 4»q -®"« -nsceiFed ««« gift c 
hecame an'epicure, a gawrmet. He "^'d »»«=««/&««?» *;»>«;• 
With what a calm superioritjr and ga,t|^ * e.^ "Tf ''declLld^ 
lefuse bits a stHmgeroffered ftom ii« ^^'-^^^^^ gteS a 

upturned ncN8e,and quiet refusal, f^^iedtosair ** x^o^ommus! kD< 

you not I am Beefsteak ?" His dinner foisi^'/ie ci^scended grave 
and prqceded to the Caff 6 GrecOf t^^re to Jfsten to -fcfce discussions 
the artists, and to partake of a '^tth oofl^ee and s-t^^^*"", of which \ 
was very fond. At night he accompanied some oTCM^^y^or other of 1 
friends to his room, and slept upon \h^ rug. He ^*^ new his frienc 
and valued them ; but perhaps t^i^ most remarkali^l^ quality waa 1 
impartiality. He dispensed h!i& favoure with a.:n- «ven hand. T 
had few favourites, and called no man master. ±=t^^ ^lever ontsf 
his welcome '* and told the jest without the smile,"** :«:iever retxx ^^-^ 
with one person for more than two or three days ^fc ^^nost. ^ *l^^' 
character, a more balanced judgment, a bette:r *^^per, ^'^< 
admirable self-respect, — ^in a word, a profound.^ir sen^e 'of ^^^ 
belongs to a gentleman, was never known in any ^o^- Bnt ^^^^^ 
is now no more. Just after the agitations of the I^^^ointiV)!, of ^ 
with which he had little sympathy,— be was a. <^oiiserVative ^ 
disposition,— he disappeared. He bad always been accustonied t 
make a viUeggiatura at L'Arriccia during a portion of th© summe 
months, returning only now and then to look after his affairs ii 
Rome. On such visits he would often arrive towards midnigi^t, anc 
rap at the door of a friend to claim Ws hospitality, l>arkmg ^ ^os 
intelligible answer to the universal Boman mqiiiry, « o/ii ^ f 
" One mom ^e missed him at the accustomed place, and t:W^ 
forth he was never seen. Whether a sudden hon^e-sickness for hi. 
^ ,. , J W3C". /v»t»l accident befell him_ is not 

native land ove«ame him, or ^^^^\^^ ^3 i,ead upor^^belap 
known. Peace to his manes ! J- ner© *«> r >r 

of earth "no better dog. ^f Ws Wends and admix-eTs, Mr. 

^the Eoinaa st.,dio of one of h« Jn ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ 

Mason, I had the pleasure, a »»»*''*? campagna life and incidents, & 
admirable and spirited pictures of ^*^P"=^ ^^^j^g ^^ ^ ^t^«. 
Wiy striking portrait of Beetstea^ ^.^ .^ ^^^^ L©p,re, calm, 

bottomed chair, as we have so o»^" ^^j^^^ ^y^^^ The f^a.!! train, 
dignified in his deportment, ana ^ ^ere so perfectly given, 

thenarn>w,fastidio^ nose, the sa^caouy^^^^y^^^ fVi^x^d. 80 

that I seemed to feel the af*^*;^?^ a person sbouia- i>ot l>e\o8t 
admirable a portrait of so disting^i^n ^^^ piiotosr«.i>lxea.. 

to tte world. It should be engraved, o 
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sound into the dome and down the ^_^^v«»/^^,^^e^t**!'«tB. . ^fit!^*^: a^ 



ministers at the altar, and a motley 
saunter through the church. Here, t^^ 






nine o'clock of the same evening 
some one of the great churches, gener^'* 
when the pillars of this fine old laasiU^^a. 
ings, and scores of candles hurn ^ *^^ 
altar hlazes with Ught. The fug^^'^.^ 

widiere oTthe Swii^gwd, with *^^^^^^^=*^^\^\Jpt* JS'^^^ 

herds, and particoloured uniforms, f^^ , ^^8,--lP^aI*^ A ^fi^r^' 

chamherlains of the Pope, all in ^^^^"^^-^^-^^^^^^ 

cloaks, silken stockings, and goldet>- ^^^^3^ rs^o^^l\ot^^ ni^^'/v''^^ 

mountains, in richcoloured costumeB !^^^^^l^ ^^ e iP i^^i^" 

labourers from the Campagna, with ^-^.^^'■^^ a\^^ ^tt*^^ a i^ %ti^ 

foreigners of every nation,— Engli^l^^'^-^r ^^a^°'^'^ev^^^^i>^^^r 

long, light, pendant whiskers, and a J^^^^ ^^^<" c^^^'^^^^^^^ Z 

Germans, with spectacles, frogged co^^T^ ^^^ ^t,et ^t^^^'\^ T'"^ 

behind their ears and cut square in -«>^^V:^^^^^^^ V ^t^^^ "^^^^ 

heeled patent-leather boots, shabby- .Z,;^:^*^^^*l^o^:.\ed ^^Vio ^^. ***^, 

waistcoats, and beards sha-ved only C^cr^^ -«>* .. cto^^ .lo. ^^ .felJ ^^ 

waisted French officer, ^ith bagg:^^_^ ^ ^t,, 

pretentious swagger. :^ea.Ter the alt^^"^:^^^:^" ^^\^.^ 

a mass of women in blao^ dresses ^^ 

mined to see and bear ^^ treatijc:^'^ 

spectacle, and not as a r^lig^^^'^ rit^ "* 






the organ groans, the cens^x- ^j^'^^f'f^C) ^^^^--^^ 
and fro. TLePo'pe and 1^^ ^""""f^lT^ ^^"^^^ '^' 
Host and the world prosfcra*^ ^^''' < ^^^^^^^ 
tones with torches bears « fT^hll''^ .^^^ ^V ''^^ 
Holy bambino fi.)m it« cb^P^^ *^ **^ ^^§1^ "^-^^'v^I?^- 
crowd that gape, gaze, store, «2eer ^^^:^^^o^^sj 
evening passel When tbe oIooA: strike^ ^ ^^^^i ^ 
ferrily, Mass commences »t l^^P'^'^oi^^^i^,^^. J*/ 
^"igi dei Francesi and tbe Gesh there is ^ ^ ^4^f ^^//l?^' 
«^e French call m jM spectacle) and v^^^^/f ^^^<^, ^t^ 
Chnstmas is ushered in at Borne. -*:>- ^c^^^^^ao' 

The next day is a great festival. Ai] cl^^^ ^^ -^^«/, 

hest and go to Mass,— and when that m o\^^ ^ «^ , 
to chat and lounge and laugh and look at eac^ ^-^ iliro^^^^^ 
so crowded in the morning, that a cariia^^^^er. ^*^e 
Everywhere one hears the pleasant greeting ^J^^ «ca^^,^ 
*^^wom Po,^^." AH the basso j?opolo, too, a^_ ''^«^o^^®^^ 
wearing their best jewellery, heavy gold ear^ji^^^^'---the wc 
co^/ane of well-worn coral and gold, long silver an^' ^^^^e re 
arrows in their hair, and great worked brooches yvith^^^ ^^°® 
and the men of the Trastevere in their peaked hats ^^*^^*« 
jackets swung over one shoulder in humble imitation of' tKe s l^h 
cloak, and rich scarfe tied round their waists. Most of t.tke ord^ar. 
cries of the day are missed. But the constant song of *« .^rancie\ 
arancie ddcir (oranges, sweet oranges^ is heard in tlie ox-o^vd *, a^^d. 
everywhere are the cigar-sellers carrying round their woo<ien. txay of 
tobacco, and shouting, '' Sigari! sigari dolcil sigari sc&Zt;^!^ at t e 
top of their lungs ; the nocellaro also cries sadly out ^^» ^^ ^^\iOV 
nuts and pumpkin-seeds. The shops are all closed, ^^^^^ \^wx 
keepers and clerks sannter up and down the streets, . ""^^^^^jvati^^" 
than the same class anywhere else in the world, — ^^^^^^^^^^1^ ^^ ^^ 



t\\e 



span, as if they had just come out of a bandbox, an ^^^^^^-^ \)y 
them carrying a little cane. One cannot ^o\yt ^^^^^^^^^ \^ ^^® 
difference in this respect between the Bonaans ?^ * ^ -^Yy &4i^%'^'^\ 
Corso and the Parisians during a f^te in the ^ ^^^^^^r- ^sLi^reT, ^'^ 
former are so much better dressed, and so naucli n^VV » 
handsomer. .^^ IVJI^ets at ^^^ 

During the morning, the Pope celebrates ^« frorrx <=^^^^''t?Te 
Pietro, and thousands of spectators are tbere,^ ^ familie^s &P ^^ .i 
some from piety. Few, however, of the I^^'^^ tbeir prf-i^«'-fc^ ^^% 
to^y ;-~they perform their religious services J'^^^^eignei-s ^^^^r^'-^o 
or m some minor church; for the crowd ^^gt, the *»-.^^r^s,^ 
Peter's for prayer. At the elevation of ^^^ ^ 
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Uae the ua^e, drop to their knees, tlieir side-arms ringiDg on the 

pavemeiit, — ^^ ^^^ crowd \)eixd8,— end a swell of trumpets sounds 

tbrongki tYie dome, Nothing can be more impressive than this 

moment in St. Peter's, Then the choir from its gilt cage resumes 

its chant, the high falsetti of the soprani soaring over the rest, and 

interrupted now and then by the clear musical voice of the Pope, — 

until at last he is borne aloft in his Papal chair on the shoulders of 

his attendants, crowned with the triple crown, between the high, 

white, waving fans ; all the cardinals, monsignori, canonici, officials, 

priests, and guards going before him in sx>lendid procession. The 

Pope shuts his eyes, from giddiness and from fasting, — ^for he has 

eaten nothing for twenty-four hours, and the swaying motion of the 

chair makes him dizzy and sick. But he waves at intervals bis 

three fingers to bless the crowd that kneel or bend before him, and 

then goes home to the Vatican to dine with a clean consci^ce and, 

let us hope, with a good appetite. 

It is the custom in Rome at the great festas^ of which Christmas 
is one of the principal ones, for each parish to send round the sacra- 
ment to all its sick ; and during these days a procession of priests 
and attendants may be seen, preceded by their cross and banner, 
bearing the holy wafer to the various houses. As they march along, 
they make the streets resound with the psalm they sing. Every- 
body lifts his hat as they pass, and many among the lower classes 
kneel upon the pavement. Frequently the procession is followed by 
a rout of men, women, and children, who join in the chanting and 
responses, pausing with the priest before the door of the sick person, 
and accompanying it as it moves from house to house. 

At Christmas, all the Roman world which has a hatocco in its 
pocket eats torone and pan giallo. The shops of the pastrycooks 
and confectioners are filled with them, mountains of them incumber 
the counters, and for days before Christmas crowds of purchasers 
throng to buy them. Tiyrone is a sort of hard candy, made of honey 
and almonds, and crusted over with crystallized sugar ; or, in other 
words, it is a nuga with a sweet frieze coat ; — but rmga is a trifle to 
it for consistency. Pan giallo is perhaps so called quasi lucus^ it 
being neither bread nor yellow. I ^^^^ no way of giving a clearer 
notion of it than by saying that its father is almond-candy, and its 
mother a plum-pudding. '^ It partakes of the qualities of both its 
parents. From its mother it inherits plums and citron, while its 
father bestows upon it almonds and consistency. In hardness of 
character it is half-way between the two,— having neither the ma- 
ternal tenderness on the one hand, nor the paternal stoniness on the 
other. One does not break one's teeth on it as over the torone. 






- led iO*<* """''C^Vv ^^^^ 

which ia only to be ^^ T^t^e teeth 81^^^^ i ^ ^ 
and often not then ; **"* ^ every now- ^ ^^ ^^ 
wheels into clayey m«®,»" ^^^ ^j^^ ^C^^^^ 

from sunken rocks, **^*^ds, which stJ^I:^^^ *A 
pistacbio-nuta. and pine-se ^^^ j <W'^>i^^^""' 
cent eater with frightful a ^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^r^ ^ tL 
over my first piece; P"* * j J have ft,/^-K; *Tr«^ 
indebted to California, »» P«tooU ^%i *^4 C 

friend the Conte Cignale, w^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^,-^«« t^ 
having incautiously P"* * ^b ^ ^t^^^ J,-^*«aa 
con^promi^ !!-«'^!:e*SeS^d Ws p^Jt ^^'« *o„^ 
silence and retirement P^"_^ him to^^^^Ui, ^ '©at 
tunate jest, however, ^^^Tbe was r ***!•» ^"^'^eft.J 
nient struggle for PoM*«'^^^^'ent^d*?'^^'*'^.^ 
give his <oro»« to the P^^^^^ers an^ *ie Lv« "^^^^ 
L? But despite these ^f^^lj^^ <iift„*f« V.*' 
Eome eats pL giaOo aixd <^ at CbS^^^^ ^ ' 
without them would ^ »^ ^f '"'^ou?^^'^ 
a penance and a pleasure. -«ot Oofttg^ ^t. 34 
Komans also import the panforfe di ^^^ >^«« the j^, 
of the former, and suffers a^ost nothj^ fr^ml^ ^ « I 
On Christmas and New Y^s^y a?the^^^^,'*d ^ 
present themselves at your door to wish you Z^ ''^y< 
" buon capo d' anno." This generous expression of V' 
however, expected to be responded to by » ^^J !^/ 
pression on your part, in th« «^P« »f four or five paul^ 
peculiarly feels the value of a Jaij^e visiting-list of acn^«i 
at this season. To such an extent is this practice carried 
the houses of the cardinals and pnnces places are sought by'se 
merely for the vails of ike/estas, no other wages being deirkt 
Especially is this the case with the higher dignitaries of the Gla. 
whose maegtro di eaea, in hiring domestics, takes pains to poi«a.» 
to them the advantages of their situation in this respect. Le^-«- 
servants should not be aware of all these advantages, the -t- - 
when such requisitions may be gracefully made and the sums -v«>-T^ 
may be levied are carefully indicated, — not by the card] 



person, of course, but by his underlings ; and many of the £^1 -» 
who carry the umbrella and cling to the back of the cardinal's «:s--^^- 
covered with shabby gold-lace and carpet-collars, and l<'°tiix^^^*^f^ 
great beetles, are really paid by everybody rather than the a:^^^^ 
they serve. But this is not confined to the JEminenze, Oa.^;^;^^**^, 
whom are, I dare say, wholly ignorant that such practices ^^- 
The servants of the embassies and all the noble houses also a:^^?^' 
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the dtciiit of the prindpal names on the visitinjr-ligt «« «fat«5 

will be t.k«^ *^»* l^^^ carts, and meettges arrive promptly at 

?t'.'.^!l'^kXmforS^ of their potfm.*; so it is^a uniVeL 
habit to thaoK **»«» for their poUteness, and to request tbem to do 
you the fe^r*'"'*^ ^t a piece of silver in oX to purchase a 
bottle of w«« "1 dnnk your health. I never knew one of them 
refuse; P«>l>a-**y ^f^ ^'^^ not ooneider it polite to do so. It' is 
curious to observe the care with which at the embassies a new nAae 
is registered ^y^.^"^"^^' who scream it from anteroom to salon, 
and how oon»i***'^^ * deputation -waits on you at Christmas and 
New Year, ^J"; J-Z^^' '"^'^T^ ^"^ aw about to leave Rome to 
take your v^9«tura, for the purpose of conveying to yon the 
good wishes of tbe season or of invoking for you a « 6«o» vioffoio.' 
One young Roman, a teacher of languages, told me that it cost him 
annually some twmty tcudi or more to convey to the servants of Lis 
pupils and others his deep sense of the hc«onr they did him in in- 
quiring for his health at stated tunes. But this is a rare case, and 
owing, probably, to his peculiar position. A physician in Borne, 
whom I had occasion to call in for a slight ilhiess, took an oppor- 
tunity on his first visit to put a very considerable hmna mono inte 
the hands of my servant, in order to secure future calls. I cannot 
however, say that this is customary ; on the contrary, it is the only 
case I know, though I have had other Roman physicians; and this 
man was in his habits and practice peculiarly nn-Eoman. I do not 
believe it, therefore, to be a Roman trait. On the other hand, I 
must say, for my servant's credit, that he told me the fact with a 
shrug, and added, that he could not, after all, recommend the gentle- 
man as a physician, though I was padrme, of course, to do as I liked. 
On Christmas Eve, a Presepio is exhibited m several of the 
churches. The most splendid is that of the Ara Coeli, where the 
miraculous Bambino is kept. It lasts from Christmas to Twelfth- 
Night, during which period crowds of people flock to see it ; and it 
well repays a visit. The simple meaning of the term Presepio is a 
inanger, but it is also used in the Church to signify a represen- 
tation of the birth of Christ. In the Ara Coeli the whole of one of 
the side-chapels is devoted to this exhibition. In the foreground is 
a grotto, in which is seated the Virgin Mary, with Joseph at her 
side and the miraculous Bamhino in her lap. Immediately behind 
are an ass and an ox. On one side kneel the shepheids and kings in 
adoration ; and above, God the Father is seen surrounded by clouds 
of cherubs and angels playing on instruments, as in the early 
pictures of Raphael. In the background is a scenic representation of 
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a pastoral landscape, on ^^j^^^ ^}} f^^^h 
expended. Shepherds ^uara tHeir noc^^ 
palm-trees or standing on green slopes ^. 
The distances and perspective are ^^xjr^^^ 
is a crystal fountain of glass, near t^,^^^ ^ 
white, and made of real ^ool aiicl cottot^^^ 
by figures of shepherds carved in wood^ 
bearing great baskets of real oranges an^j 
AH the nearer figures are fuII-sized, c^^^' 
dressed in appropriate robes. The mimoni^ 
doU swaddled in a white dresa, which j^ 
nificent diamonds, emeralds, and rubies, 
in her ears superb dianioixd pendants, j^^^ 
not a person peculiarly respected in th© , 
Virgin and Child aie concerned, they are so 
presents of the kings and wise men seem rati 
carrying coals to Newcaa tie, — ^unless, indeed, J 
as it is to be hoped he does. The general ef 
is admirable, and crowds flock to it and pre, 
Mothers and fathers are lifting their little c. 
can, and until their arms are ready to break 
ing, whispering, and staring in great dehght 
it with a mute wonderment of admiiatic 
Englishmen are discussing loudly the value o 
ing to know, by Jove, whether those in the c: 
While this is taking place on one side of tJ 
is a very different and quite as singular an ex! 
of the antique columns of this basilica — w 
splendours and crimes of the Cfcsars' palace 
from which little maidens are reciting, witi 
gesticulation, sermons, dialogues, and little sj 
of the Preeepio opposite. Sometimes two of 
alternate question and answer about the myst< 
and the Redemption. Sometimes the recitatio 
tion of the agony of the Saviour and the suffer 
—the greatest stress being, however, always 
All these little speeches have been written for 
or some religious friend, committed to memoi 
the appropriate gestures over and over again a 
piping voices are sometimes guilty of such com 
that the crowd about them rustles into a r 
Sometimes, also, one of the very little preacher 
pouts, shakes her shoulders, and refuses to go 
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ther bo-*^*^®^' ^^*y" stands ready on the platform to supply 
^e Tscsocy* ^^**^ friends have coaxed, leaaaned, or ihresktened tbe 
Uttle pouter ii^to obedience. These cbildicn are often very beantifol 
and graccfal» and their comical little gestares and mtoDSLiioos, t2ia> 
clasping of l»«i^ «>d rolling up of eyes, have a very amasfng «»« 
interesting effect. The last time I was there, I was sony f» ^ 
that the ^ren^ bostnme had begun to make its appeatanca In»tef^ 
of the handsome Roman head, with its dark, shining, braided hair* 
which is so elegant when nncoveied, I saw on two of the children 
the deforming bonnet, which could have been invented only to con- 
ceal a defect, and which is never endurable, unless it be perfectly 
fresh, delicate, and costly. Nothing is so vulgar as a shabby honnet. 
Yet the Romans, despite their dislike of the French, are b^ii^"^ 
to wear it. Ten years ago it did not exist here among the common 
people. I know not why it is that the three ngliest pieces of cos- 
tume ever invented, the dress-coat, the trousers, and the bonnet, all 
6f which we owe to the French, have been accepted all over EnroP^» 
to the exclusion of every national costuma Certainly it is not be- 
cause they are either useful, elegant, or commodious. 

If one visit the Ara Coeli during the afternoon of one of tbese 
/e«to«, the scene is very striking. The flight of one hundred and 
twenty-four steps is then thronged by merchants of Madonna 
wares, who spread them out over tiie steps and hang them against 
the walls and balustrades. Here are to be seen all sorts of curious 
little coloured prints of the Madonna and Child of the most ordinary 
quality, little bags, pewter medals, and crosses stamped with the 
same figures and to be worn on the neck, — all offered at once for the 
sum of one hatocco. Here also are framed pictures of the Saints, of 
the Nativity, and, in a word, of all sorts of religious subjects apper- 
taining to the season. Little wax dolls, clad in cotton-wool to 
represent the Saviour, and sheep made of the same materials, are 
also sold by the basketful. Children and women are busy buying 
them, and there is a deafening roar all up and down the steps of 
" Mezzo hatocco, hello cdlorito^ 'mezzo haiocco, la Santissima Ctmcezione 
Incoranata,'* — ** Diario Bomano, Lunario Bonnano Nuovo^-^ 
^^RitraMo cd(ynJto, Tnedagl'^ «^ quadrticcioy un haiocco tutti, un 
haiocco tuUi^—*^ BamUnell'^ ^* ^^<^i «*^ ftaiocco."* Kone of the 
prices are higher than one t^^occo, except to strangers, — ^and gene- 
rally several articles are held iip together, enumerated, and proffered 
with a loud voice for this ^^' Meanwhile men, women, children, 
• " A half-&a»V)cco,beautifiilJy coloured,— a half-&a»occo, the Holy Conception 

Crowaed.*' "Roman Diary, ^N^w Roman Almanac.*' ««aioloured portrait, 

medal, and little picture, one hctio^^* *^^* * ** ^^**^ children in wax, one baiocooj* 






*^®. \,a86.*^t:„C^«to^ !,,tftt8tU8 erected tlie "Am p^^^^L^J?^ 
*^^A^^«^ *^tot a^«* v^SpWc prophecy of t\.e coxni:^^^* 
*''^^^^S^iS^o«^^lS 80 thronged ^tYx memories, tl^ ^\ 
T?^^*to cot&^^^ ou a spot *° ^ ^^es of t\xe past ^i«.^ 

VtO»&''* o« *»* 1^ „ noetic <^ l^es itt t"i^ ««^^' 

S e:tetW i^ «^«^glC«^ our eyes 



saJS' " 
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Ana tbia 18 one great charm of Rome,— that it animates ^^\^^ 

figores of its history. On the spot where they lived and acted, the 

C»Bar8 change from the manikins of hooka to living men ; and 

Virgil, Horace, and Cicero grow to be lealitaeB, when we walk down 

the Bacred'Way and over the very pavement they may once have 

trod. The conversations "Be Claris Oratorihua" and the **Tuscu^n 

Qneations" seem Uke the talk of the last generation, as we wander 
on the heights of Tusculnm, or over the grounds of that channmg 
^^^iUa on the hanks of the Liris, which the great Roman orator so 
graphically descrihes in his treatise **De Legihus." The landscape 
of Horace has not changed. Still in the winter you may see the 
^ling peak of the '^gdidua Algidv»^ and ^'vtalia stet nive can- 
^fdum Soractef and wandering at Tivoli in the summer, you quote 

o^ lines 

" Domus Albunes resonantifl^ 
Et prseoeps Anio, et Tibumi lucus, et uda 
Mobilibus pomaria rivis,** 

and feel tbey are as tnie and fresh as if they were written yesterday. 

^ouid one better his compliment to any Roman Lalage of to-day 

«3an to call her ** dvlce ridentem ?" In all its losses, Rome has not 

^oet the sweet smiling of its people. Would you like to know the 

^wera rules for agriculture in Rome, read the " Georgics f there is 

^ little to alter, that it is not worth mentioning. So, too, at Rome, 

tne Emperors become as femiliar as the Popes. Who does not know 

^oe curly.iieadeci Marcus Aurelius, with bis lifted brow and project- 

^ eyes — from "fchc full, round beauty of his youth to the more 

^gard look af liis latest years ? Are there any modem portraits 

™re familiar than the severe, wedge-like bead of Augustus, with his 

*^a^ut lips ana nose,— or tbe dull phiz of Hadrian, with his hair 

?>nioed down over his low forehead, — or the vain, perking ioce of 

^^ciug Verus, wdth bis thin nose, low brow, and profusion of curls, 

r^** the brutal bull-head of Caracalla,— or the hestial, bloated 

features of Vifcellins ? 

J^^ese men, T^iio were but lay-figures to us at school, mere pegs of 

^®« to ban^ liistoTic robes upon, thus interpreted hy the living 

storjrof tbeiir x^^^^**™'*^' *^® incidental illustrations of the places 

znaT ^^^y ^^^^'^ «.ria moved and died, and the buildings and monu- 

^*« *V e2^o*^<i, become like tbe men of yesterday. Art has 

^V^-^ovL^ .cM^xxl^mporaries. They are as nel? jTus as Pius VII. 

o/T^^'^ff tb^ ^toastly flight of Kero,— bis reooSon there by an 
^''''g and ^L-^^*^^ ^""^^ ^^ waited for his executioueTS,-^^^ 
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his subsequent miserawe^^ nearer t^^'*^ -^^^ 

and Suetonius ; and xt ^jjossi in the Oe^^^:^~*^ ' 

actual, than the dea"* o palaces, WrJ^W^^^* «»ii8ftj,^ , Sr 

er drive by the C^^^or^omrfift^^;^^- ^o^Tj^^A^ 
; of Tiberius, who ^*JS presenoeT^ ^^t f ^o ^5 f <^ t 






and dancing 
their homes unin. 



scent or tnul of these ^l^J^iu'^^ to ^ i^' ^"^ ^'^^""^ 
than elsewhere. The g»»*»f*!„ wX^^^ i,^**'**^ Sl*'« ^aS^ *<> 
tions. In^ible comP'^^f'^^I^ ^^'^t a^^jr^o^ ^tual 
deserted streets of Pompeii- Vf^^Voi* «, «,^^„«Ocieot'2' Afi* 

along iU rich mosaic floors. Tie f ZvZ\^^,^ ** 0««^ 
around the Present. I'l««l% " ^^H as °^ ^e a ^^ 'T^eping 
influences ; touching our natures to ^P«^na, Wi"t^« ^^ 

its crimes, oppress^ and debihteted by Cfi^"^ W*ed w 
Empire, Rom^ silent, grav^ »d ffleditativ^^^^^ «»o^s^*^ Z 
wrapped m the penitent robes of the CLnxch. ^ "^ '^^ it« :past* 

Besides, here one feels that the modem BomanK 
children of their ancient fathers, with the same char^^f ^^^^^ ^^ 
softened, indeed, and worn down by time, just as the Hh»ZT^^^^~~c 
the old marbles have worn away; but still the same J^ tara.xto of 
passionate, lazy, jealous, vindictive easy, patient, i^d able *^l 

Popes are but Church pictures ol the Emperors,— a different -^ vT 
but the same nature beneath ;— Alexander VI. was but a m«3^ d 
Tiberius,— Pius VIL, a modem Augustas. When I speak ^rfrt>e 
Roman people, I do not mean the class of hangers-on uj>o:r» the 
foreigners, but the Trasteverini and the inhabitants of the pro-^^-s 3 
and mountains. No one can go through the Trastevere, wl^^xr^^fbe 
people are roused, without feeling that they are the same a^^ -^ 
who listened to Marcus Antonius and Brutus, when the 'i:>i '^ f 
Caesar was brought into the streets, — ^and as those who fougl^-ti ^ -ty, 

the Colorma and stabbed Bienzi at the foot of the Capitol. j^^ 
The Ciceruaochio of '48 was but an ancient Tribune of the :E=*^ Peps- 
in the primitive sense of that title. I like, too, to Parstlx^j*^^!^* 
anecdote of Caius Marius, when, after his ruin, he concealed i-^ ^ xa;» f{ 
in the marshes, and astonished his captors, who expected to fixi.,3^ ^? 
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weak of heart, by the mf^ificent eelf-asaertion of " I am Cains 
Marina," with the story which is told of Stefano Colonna. One day 
at Aries, he fell into the hands of his enemies, and they, not recog- 
nising him, cried out "Who are you?" ** Stefano Colonna, citizen 
of Rome," was his dauntless reply, — and struck by his heroic hear- 
i»ig they* suffered him to go free. Again, after this great captain 
met with his sad reverses and, deprived of all his possessions, fled 
from Rome, an attendant asked him,— "What fortress have you 
^^ ^ He placed his hand on his heart, and answered,—" Eccdaf 
he same blood evidently ran in the veins of both these men ; and 
ell might Petrarca call Colonna "a phoenix risen from the ashes of 
tb^ancient Romans." 
iect "*' ®^"^ehow or other, I have wandered strangely from my sub- 

Th qS pardon — ^but how can one help it in Rome ? 

doll ^ ®^^*'ssimo Bambino is a very round-faded and expressionless 

lyy ^ ^^^ed, as the legend goes, from a tree on the Mount of Olives, 

slept J^^\®^^i pilgrim, and painted by St. Luke while the pilgrim 

the 8c } ^^ difficult to say which was the worse artist of the two, 

oot orf " *^^ ^^ *^® painter. But Saint Luke's pictures generally do 

^^^r^i^<T ^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^® ^^^^ ^ * painter. The legend is a 

^P^^tual^ ^^achronism, unless, indeed, Saint Luke was only a 

heater . , ^'"^®®°^ > — but, as the whole incident was miraculous, the 

^^^ep-er h ^°^^'^?^'^» *^e greater the miracle. The Bambino, 

assertions f ^^^ ^^^ existence, is invested, according to the 

^^^^l J30 w ^^^^ *°^ *^® ^^^«^ 0^ ^^® common people, with won- 

^^y Pl^sic1^^'^° -^"^""^ ^^^ ®^^^ ' *^^ ^^* practice is as lucrative as 

^^ere c^slsgJ^^ ^ a^^ Rome. His aid is in constant requisition in 

^Poix iiig -^LTV^J^"" ^^ '® *^** ^ ^^ ^<>* unfrequently follows 

«f^Qd€i.rxo© ^ ' ^' ^ *^® regular physicians always cease their 

^^^ttently in^m-tterf^*''^^^®' *°^ blood-letting and calomel are con- 

aJ/^^ ^"•^ first J, ' ^rbaps the cure is not so miraculous as it 

r ?« dxix-i^ tlio n^^' . ^® always borne in state to his patients ; 

^fV <:>x.-^ tside of whiVl. ^^^^^nanly he goes m a great tan-coloured 

Vlf'' ^^"^^^ori . one^-^r^^^® * Vermilion flag, while within are two 

^^eJ>f " , -^^s heryas^^J^l *^® *^^' ^^^ *^e other with a lighted 

Aao^^^i^^s ; thfwom """"^^ *^^ ^^^^^ *^'® P^P^^ ^°®^^ ^' ^^^ 

^^^ -tfa^"^^-*^^^^' ^ they alwa^^^"^^^ *^®'^ ^^^ ^^*^ ^^^^^ ^P'*^^ ""^ 

thy T^-f^^ =»=>ckore superstition vrhen entering a consecrated place, 

^^ ^li« ^?^^S ' ^h ^^nto ^a '^??^S out, " Oh Scmto BanMno, give us 

^lUtMji-,^ ^^*^®^ » ^eal Lisa's i *^®» ^^^e our diseases 1 lower the water 

^^^^ ^<smo in the lotterv^^ * *^^^ ^® * ^^^ carnival; give us a 

'^> or anything else they want 
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I was assured by the priest who ^X^iv^. ^^T:> 

church, that, on one occsLsian, having be^ ^^^^^^•^ 
hand from his ordinary abiding:-place m o:|^ ^'^^X *^'^ to 

returned alone, by himself, at night, to e^ ^ K:^^^ ^y som ^® ** i 
resume his functions. Gf^reat honours ar^ i^^l^T ^^^ sid^^ l^^^etc 
Jewels which a Colonna might envy, an^j jj^t^^ ^^'«gUa^. ^Ma 
^>ody is without a splendid gem. On ^esfci^^t-^^^-^ to h^^^B ani 
mm, he bears a coronet as brilliant as the ^^1 ^^ «qO' 5g >^ 
and, lying in the Madonna's arms in tK^:t^i^^*^Jot^ ^Ch ^ 
^Nativity, he is adored by the people untj^ ^^ :^.J^ ^^Ot^^^* Uk^J^^ h 
the performance of Mass, a procession of v^^-^^-^^^e^^^^ of J ^hio^ 
^d of music, makes the toxir of ^^l^h^J^^^^^^^^^^^^ p' 

chapel of the Pre8ep^o, where the bish^^o^^ ^, ^2^. > ^ «Pe 
removes him from his mother's arms ^t^r^'^^'^'^J^^Pa^^^^^J 
hursts forth into a triumphant march, ^ i,,^^"^ ^ ^ "^W^^ hi 
birth of Christ, and he is borne through tl,^^^^"^^^o^;^^^^^ ^ ^^ « 
the great steps. There the hishop elevates the ^^* ^ ^^^^"^^^^/^T 
the crowds who throng the steps, and the;,. /bTT'^^T^-^e ^^ ^^*^c 
This is thrice repeated, and the wonderful ii^,*^ J ^Po^^'^^^^^x^'^^'^e 
its original chapel, and the ceremony is over. ^ '^ ^^^ ^^ej^^ b^^^ 

It is curious to note in Kome how many ^ znrv? ^^^^^ ^^©es. 

has its root in an ancient one, and how tenaciou'j®^ ^^fc^ ^^ *"" 
cling to their old localities. On the Capitolin© Hm f. ^^stS^^^tition 
^olf was once worshipped * as the wooden Bambino is^^^^«^e sT" 
stood in the Temple of Bomulus, and there the ancient Boix^^^^^. it 
to carry children to be cured of their diseases by touchiti^^^^=^-« ^sed 
the supposed site of this temple now stands the church de<a.i^^; ^ 
St. Theodore, or Santo Toto as he is called in Rome. •::OWgh 

♦ *'Romull nntrix lupa honoribus est affecta divinis," says Lact:««^^.^ "^^ 
Falsa Religione, lib. i. cap. 20, p. ^OU edit. var. 1660. A.<^^,,,^3j^g ^ 
Dionysius, a wolf in brass, of ancient workmaaship, was m tKe ^^^^^^^ of 
. Romulus in the Palatine (Antiq. Rom., lib- ';). ^'-7 ^^^ ^t^r^^ ""! "f 
siding .nder the HuJal %!tree (Hi^-'^J^^^r^n V^ 

iactentem ubenbus lupinis inhiantem *^'^f; __^s of the same w<:>T^ ontbe 
Cicero de Divin. ii. 20. Dion Cassius *}??.^iu\iciim, t. i., ip.". ^74. to 
Capitol (lib. 37); see also Montf»^^^' u is tliat is now preseir^.e*^ iia the 
the same effect. Which of iV^^se ^^l^^ Jj ^^tty qmrrel" to arol:^«eo\o^st». 
museum of the Capitol has 1^^!^ a ** ^^^ I^Z the cYvuich of St. T:fa..eHoAoTxvs, 
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Banie8\i»^®'^^*^^^^» wad the temple bas vaaished, and church after 
chaxc\i baa ^^w decayed and been rebuilt, the old superstition 
lemainB, and the oommon people at oertain periods still bring their 
sick cbildren to Santo Toto, that be may heal them with hia touch. 
The Eve of E][ttpbany, or Twelfth-Night, is to the children of 
Borne what Christmas Eve is to us. It is then that the Be/ana (a 
corruption, undoubtedly, of Eptfania) comes with her presents. 
This personage is neither merry nor male, like Santa Claus, nor 
beautiful and childlike, like Christ-kindchen, — ^but is described as a 
very tall, dark woman, ugly, and rather terrible, ^*<JCuna fi^onomia 
piuMosto imponentef* who comes down the chimney, on the Eve of 
Epiphany, armed with a long canna and shaking a bell, to put play- 
things into the stockings of the good children, and bags of ashes into 
those of the bad. It is a night of fearful joy to all the Uttle ones. 
When they hear her bell ring, they shake in their sheets ; for the 
Befana is used as a threat to the wilful, and their hope is tempered 
by a wholesome apprehension ; and well they may, if she is like what 
Bemi paints her — 

" Ha gli occhi rossi ed il viso faribondo, 
I labbri grossi, e par la Befania." 

Benidetto Buommattei, in an amusing Idyll, gives her, however, a 
much better character than her appearance would seem to suggest — 

** lo SOD oolei, che al cominciar dell' erta 
Abito del Castalio in certe grotte, 
Oode non pftrto mai, che in questa notte. 
Avete inteso ancora, 
Donne ? lo ^^ la Befana. 
Diche vi spaurite? 
Che credete, ch* io sia 
Come si dice, qualche mala cosa ? 
Non abbiate paura, moccicone, 
Ch* io non fo "*«! ^^ ^ hestia nh a persone, 
Io giovo sempve a tutti, e piu alle Donne, 
Che mi per sempre amiche. 
Non venu^ qu^ da quelle amene baize 
Per altro che per empiervi le calze 
De* miei ricchi presenti. 
So pur, che voi sapete la possanza 
Ch' io ho sopra i moiiali 
Sin di cangiar il sesso e la figura. 
Per questo ognun ail' opra mia ricorre, 
Uomini, donne, bestie ed animali." 



- hany ^ °^ ^®*'^». "^t" 
The celebration of ^P^P^^s written a ft ^^X . 

by Domenioo Manni, ^'^fl-^jt the yea^ ^-^^^^i^. 
to have been iastitated »^j^^^^ been ^ ^^'^^^^^^oi/, 
to his time, it seems no« ^ rivals, pr^v^WC O , ^■"'4- ' ' ^^ w .. 
been n^ixed up with other gB* ^ cdeg^^^^^^ ^Cr.«^« «"* 
now generally supposed only 0^t:^'> oA'^C 1 ^^4v 

kings to the cradle of Cb«st^^I prow^^ tlf ^^g^^lf"} to ^ 
in the Eoman C^^rcb ol«ary ^j J ^ ^^ o^ . 

Baptism of Christ ar^dtte^ Tribusr^^^^^t n^'h' ml^/^^-lan 
at the mamage m Cana. ^fwa:* e»J*>*o, ,*'^a/j»,-„ ° '^■hh^°"»^I 

c«?t«i /acfum est ad mt-pt-i^ , tn. ^T^'^>^J^^"m ^ij^*^ x^^ 

It is curious to trace «. ^^^^ ^ " ^e^.,,; -^«», ^ 

superstitious notions and ^^ , °5^ th,V "^"^^r an ; '^=*'-«-f«» 

distorted reflections not only o^ tje Ch^/« coo^t^^'^'J ^" «, ^„ , 
pagan mythology and festivals whc^ ^t^ ^'«on >^/'-«?"> 
5^ which it if-the ««i^«^L^ft'*'<'e i^%P'f<^ at\^»^ a/^*",^ ^« 
Thildren at Christaias or ^^J^jf^J>^^^^^ 

^ _ . The 

th;rat"vrd;rgw of the ere of ^tnpi',;;i^i-aj^-:'^^^^^ 



baptism has left its trace in the can^a of Z ff ^'m „ '^ 

borne by the Be/ana. In ^"^^^'t^ oflu^iy ftt"', ^^i'^h^^^' , '^'^ 
that at midnight of the ere of Epfph ^i^^* « afeo „ .^/.J^^V^^y^ 
8peech-«fe^e to notte d^ ^f ^a/LXl^^" '''<' P*^^^"^ 
who lived in the fourth century, declares that L ■''"*'' ^^l^ifanio. 
n^ht the water of a certain nver was changed in* *"°'^* *^*~^ *^'* 
is BtUl a popular superstition, derived undonbtedlv frr^"!t' -^^^ it 
at Cana, that then also extraordinary transformations o7 tl ' '"^ * ""'" 
pUce— such as that the walls are changed into cheese^ 



^ 3^ *^ beil 



sheets into a kind of paste called Lasagne, and water into e-s^ 

wine. Mixed up with these, also, are reminiscences of the ^^"^^^*i*^ 

of the Innocents ; for on this night it is said, that the i?*^/^^^^^ 



at Cana, that then also extraordinaiy transformationro^ i ^' »a^ ratals 
.1-- — ii« — -r _ "uxia oi tiiiii^^s. take 

bed 

lisite 

atdcT 

wandering ahout, not only with presents, but also to^^ah '^'^^'^^ ^^^ 
the bodies of bad children. The best way to avoid this pun i ^. '^^^^ 
is to eat beans, which form, therefore, a common dish on ^^ A^Ment 
Night ; but another mode of avoiding these persecutions is ■^'^ ^^11 th- 
a mortar on the body, and to offer up for good luck a certiiii:i *^ pl^-ce 
composed expressly for this occasion, and called the Av<^ma.^t-^ X^xayer 
Befena. In Venice, Girolamo Tartarotti informs us that tti i ^ ^^' <iellB. 
is called Radbdese, which is probably a corruption of th^ -,^ ^gure^ 
Heiod, or Erode. '^^tiae ot 

It is curious, too, to note how the physiognomy of tbia i:^^^^ ^ 
character varies among different nations and under diQ^^ ^^ ,^^ ^a^ff 



*^^ 



^' 
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fluenoeB. The C5hri8i>-kmdchen of Germany is an image of the infent 
Christ himself. The Santa Glaus is a clumsier impeiBonation, in 
which the figures of the ancient Teutonic l^end are scarcely Hidden 
under the Christian garh of the Church ; while the Befana of Italy 
is a hizarre creature made up of fragments and spoils from. T^arious 
scriptural figures. 

As far hack as the twelfth century, mysteries and pia sp^ctacvk 
were given, representing the visit of the kings to Christ, and the 
flight into Egypt. And Galvano della Fiamma, the M:ilanese 
historian, tells us that it was the custom in liiilan, in the year 1326 
for three persons crowned, dressed as kings, mounted on large lioraes,* 
and followed hy a great concourse of people, to go through the 
streets at Epiphany, with a golden star carried before them ; and this 
procession went to the square of San Lorenzo, where was seated a 
person representmg King Herod, and surrounded by the scribes and 
wise men, when a long dialogue took place between thexn. In 
other places, a beautiful giri was put upon an ass, carrying an in/ant 
in her arms, and followed by an old man on foot, which was in- 
tended, of course, to represent the flight into Egypt In later 
times these celebrations were travestied by the Befana, who went 
through the streets accompanied by persons carrying burning brooms, 
or sheaves of straw, ringing bells, and blowing horns and whistles ; and 
even to the present day, in some places, a figure stuflfed with straw, 
and dressed grotesquely, is carried in procession through the streets, 
and followed by a cheering and hooting crowd. 

The burning broom which was carried in the procession of the 
Befiuia was not vrithout significance ; for according to some legend 
she is said to have been an old woman, who was engaged in cleaning 
the house when the three kings passed carrying their presents to 
the infant Christ She was called to the window to see them, but 
being too intent on the worldly matters of the household, she 
declined to intermit her sweeping, saying, «* I will see them as they 
return.** Unfortunately the kings did not return by the same road, 
and the old woman is represented as waiting and watching for them 
eternally. She is, in fact, a sort of female wandering Jew, who 
never lays aside her broom. 

On Epiphany eve, there may be seen in many of the houses and 
shops in Kome boys disguised as women, who with blackened faces, 
a fantastic cap on their heads, a long canna in one hand and a 
lantern in the other, represent the Befana, At their feet are baskets 
of sweetmeats, apples and fruit, and nanging from their necks are 
stockings filled with various presents, ^xxie of these contain fruit 
and toys for the good children, and are accompanied with letters of 



^^^^ wishes 5 othej^ ^ ^<«k, 
congratulation and ^°°r ^i^ildren, «»dl^ >^ ^>^^ 
bags of ashes for tiie bad o*" ^^^>t>. 

reproofs. ^ f tbe Befaoa ^ ^^ * ^oti 

But the great festival t' ^^^ pj^^ rt -^X>. *^*»^ 

eve of Twelfth-Night* »^, ^ piazza it^^*. ^'^ 
curious spectacle it 18. ^_,oad the I^a^i:^ ^*ft/S*^' 
centre of the city, just ^j.^ covei^ C^^^'^'^cfi ,"*' 
streets, are lined with ^, ^ge are of T^lK^^i a^^** 
for child,^. Most /»f *? but for [. ^^«4:^/. * 
fashioned, and very <^^^^ of Ger,^^^**^ &*'''o 
there are not wanting b^ ^th ^^O^^^o ^*e. 
booths are gaily ill«°?,^°*^r and, at>« op*'' ^^V 
^ck'd brass lamps of Box^ » ?^ >** **»«^^t ,'^d£"'* 

into the pavement, r>^"^eBbI«r^;i»f 22''' ^C' 
for wick, from which A^^^bout t^^f ^f ' ^ttt 
numbers of torches «»^^_e R ^ ^»aorf , *°«. » 
picturesque light to the scene^ B^ eig^/ .^«»d a /' 
crowds begin to fiU the ^'^J^^d tie J^'oci^^' 
before one arrives, the «^^^^°{pem,j,!, **«<>««* ^^ «- 
tervals; but in the Pia^^ ^*«^^ *l^e ^iftbu^^ & S 
the din that salutes one's ea« on eoteri^^ isl^^^ «od t 
object of every one is to maJte as much noise I. ^^^^ol 
^nd of instrument for this purpose is sold at ff*?'''^«. « 
are drums beating, tambourines thumpin ^^ ^^bs. 
squeaking, watchmen's rattte clacking, penny-Li!"^""* 
horns shrilling, the sharpest whistles sbrieking.i.^'^*^ , . 
these is heard the din of voices, screams of laughter andthf 
bun: and buzz of a great crowd On all sides yon arTLu- 
the strangest noises. Instead of being spoken to, you are ^ 
at Companies of people are marching tc^ther in platoo 
piercing through the crowd in long files, and dancing and l:>x > 
like mad on their instruments. It is a perfect witches' s^T- 
Here, huge dolls dressed as Pulcinella or Pantaloon are bom^s 
for sale,— or over the heads of the crowd great black-faced jxia::^:^^ 
jacks, lifted on a stick, twitch themselves in fantastic fi-fc^ ^ 
what is more Roman than all, long poles are carried about 






with rings of hundreds of ciambelle (a light cake, called jva.r:fc:^-|_^-? 
English), which are screamed for sale at a mezzo baiocco eacti. w-J^ 

is no alternative but to get a drum, whistle, or trumpet — joij:^ 



rat&et — and fill one's pockets with toys for the children ao.^ ^"^ 
presents for older friends. The moment you are onoe in fo*- itf^'^ 
making as much noise as you can, you begin to relish the j^^-t_ * ^ 
toys are veiy odd— particularly the Koman whistles; -a^^^x*:^ 
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arc *»**« ^^ pewter, with a litde wheel that yr'kiirh m yot 
\i\ w otli®™'*^'^ of terra-cotta, very radely modellec^ into every 
hape of "bi^ ^*®^ ^^ buman defonnity, each with a. wiis^J^e m 
its head, l>i^a*^» or tail, which it is no joke to hear, when blown 
close to yotiT ears by a stout pair of lungs. The scene is extremely 
pictuiesqtie. Above, the dark vault of night, with its far stare* the 
hlazing e^nd flaring of lights below, and the great, dark walls of the 
Sapienza and Church looking grimly down upon the mirth. Every- 
where in the crowd are the glistening helmets of soldiers, who are 
mixing in the sport, and the chapeatix of white-strapped gendcM^vnes^ 
standing a* intervals to keep the peace. At about half-past eleven 
o'clock the theatres are emptied, and the upper classes flock to the 
Piazza. I bave never heen there later than half-past twelve, but the 
riotous fun still continued at that hour ; and, for a week afterwards, 
the squeak of whistles may be heard at intervals in the streets. 

^Tie whole month of December was formerly dedicated to Saturn, 
and was given up to the wild festivities of the Saturnalia, of which 
Carnival and Twelfth-Night retain many striking features. The 
Moccoletti, for instance, is manifestly a reproduction of the Saturn- 
alian Cerei ; and the ancient custom of electing a mock king at this 
season is still a characteristic ceremony of Twelfth-Night Under 
Augustus, the Saturnalia Proper only occupied three days, the 17th, 
18th, and l^th of December ; but two days were afterwards added 
under the name of the Opalia ; and, still later, the SigiU*^ 
increased the number of days to seven. This last festival received 
its name from the SigiUa, which were then exposed for sale and 
given as toys to children ; and these sigUla were neither more nor 
less than little earthenware figures, similar to those which form so 
striking a peculiarity in the modem celebration of Epiphany in 
the Piazza Sant' Eustachio. 

The custom of giving and receiving presents at Epiphany is by 
no means confined to children. It is universal, extending even to 
the Pope and College of Cardinals, and assuming the form of a 
religious and symbolical ceremony. On Epiphany morning, the Car- 
dinal Prodatario, who is head of College of ninety-nine apostolic 
writers, used, by ancient custom, formerly to present the members of 
the College to the Pope, npon which one of the members, after pro- 
nouncing a Latin address, pl^ce^ ^ ^^^ bands a Trihute, or Befana as 
it was called, consisting of ^ liundred ducats in gold placed in a cup 
or chalice of silver which v^ras valued at thirty^five 9cudi. This chalice 
was, however, sometimes of gP^^j*^^^ together with the ducats made 
up the sum of 200 scudi. T^e Pope in accepting it made a reply in 
Latin, and graciously alla^^ *^® yrnters to kiss his foot. This 



ceremony has been ^^X^gcudi i« stih^^ 
tribute of the Talue of ^*'X^,-^f of the r^ ^ 
the Cardinal Prodatario ro. ob" \J^ 

accepted. /-?l»ri»*™*' »»d ^ 

At the two periods of ^'J'^ The f ^ 
girls take their first «»mmi««^- refoicil^*^ 
preferred, as it is a ^^^'^ ^ ^t E^^ ^ 
ceremonies are not so bb^^ -+ i« their ^ 
religiotis phase of their J«5«'/^d reciti^'^^t;^, 
and pass a week in Pi?y®^/iot eve^^ i^ 
Ihiring this period, no irx&oA,J^ ^y t^I^ 
visit them, and information »sw oe,^ ^e^. 

reluctantly and sparingly S^^^?^* ^ 'JoJ*^' 
physician of the convent is *f "*°,j; **i<J ^'*- 
allowed to see them, except, V^^ J^ez, 
course, during their stay in the <^^^^ ^^ v, 



the sisters to render a monastic me agj^^^fO 
religious sensibilities of the young Ootx^^^h 
society and the world are decried, an^j ^^^ «^io 
and spiritual exercises eulogized, imti, so^^f- 



gination of the communicant leaves i^r n 
returned to the convent and taken the vqh ° 
piness of families is thus sometimes deatroyl 
very united and pleasant Boman 6iniiy which 
broken up. Two of three sisters were so worl 
communion, that the prayeis of family and friej 
to retain them in their home. The more 
remain, the more they desired to go, and the f 
remaining sister, were forced to yield a mc 
They retired into the convent and became nui 
if they had died. From that time forward, the 
a home. I saw them when they took the veil, a 
was not easily to be seen. The girls were ha 
and family wretched, and the parting was tea: 
do not seem since to have regretted the step 
regret would be unavailing, — and even if the 
scarcely show it The occupation of the siste 
they have joined is prayers, the oflSces of the CI 
a little mstruction of poor children. But gossi 
of the pettiest kind, must make up for the wj 
interests. In such limited relations, little jealc 
hypocrisies; a restricted horizon enlarges « 
repressed heart and introverted mind, depri^ 
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Bcope, oonBtwao tlxemaelves in aelf-conflciousiiess, and duties easily 
degenet&te va^ tontine. 'We are not all in all to ourselves ; the 
world has claims npon us, which it is cowardioe to shrink froniy and 
foUy to deny. Self-forgetMness is a great virtue, and selfishness a 

great vice. After all, the hest religious service is honest labour. 

Large interests keep the heart sound ; and the best of prayers is the 

doing of a good act with a pure purpose. 

** He prayeth hest who loreth hest | 
All things, hoth great and small ; 
For the dear God who loveth us. 
He made and loveth all.*' 








HE gay con WO- ^^^g^^^ 
its bnlliantly^^^ ^ "^^co^^^^ 



i^— ^. quaint x--«?-^rffg ^d iTT-^'-^o::^^^^^^^ 

Saturnalia. For Saturnalia it is, ^ ^^ J^^e ^; ??f^*^e 
of the ADcient Romans, with its Satur Zl^'^J^t u^ff^ of 
"/o ^a^t.^'noZia!" in the streets, a.^ all St^^*^, W"-" 
point it materially differs, however,, f^r 0^%^^ froUc. "S" 
criminal could be punished,- Out m ^^^^^ « ^<^^*eiit ye^^^ 
occasion that the government selects to exeomTrr- '* '"' *^i« 
poor wretch who may have been condemned to T^^l^^^ ^^ 
strike a wholesome terror into the crowd f But sdl^i^' *^ * 
The last moccdetti are extinguished, that flashed and da ""^"^.^ 
myriads of fire-flies from window and balcony and over thT^^ 
the roaring tide of people that ebbed and flowed in hurrvino^ 
of wild laughter through the streets. The Corso has hecoi^& 
and staid, and taken in its draperies. The fun is finishea. 
masked balls, with their belle maschere, are over. The theater 
all closed. Lent has come, bringing its season of sadness ; slx^ 
gay world of strangers is flocking down to Naples. 

M, Signore I Finito U nostro camevcde. Adesso e U ccc^r^ 
deijpreti : — " Our carnival is over, and that of the priesls has ^ 
All the /ra<t are going round to every Eoman family, high a.rx 
from the prince in his palace to the boy in the caffe, derxx; 
** una santa elemosina, — un abbondante santa elemosma^ — Tncat- 
domte^ — and willingly pocketing any sum, from a half:^ 
upwards. The parish priest is now making his visits in eveir 
of the city, to register the names of the Catholics in all the 
so as to insure a confession from each during this season of ;^ 
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And woe to any wi^t who ha\a to do his daty ! — be will soon he 
bnmgbt to bk manow-bonM. His name will be placaided in the 
ehnrcby »^ ^ ^"^ ^ pnniabed aooording to diciiiiistaDoeB, — 
perh^w by ft mortificatiDn to the pockety peibaps by the penanoe of 
the oan^^"^^ ' "^^ perhape bis fate will be worse, if he be obstinate. 
So nobody ^ obstinate, and all gp to oonfeanim like good ChmtiaDS, 
and oonfeaa what they jAeaae, for the sake of peace, if not of absolu- 
tion. The Franceaeani marefa more aolenmly np and down the 
alleys of their cabboge^arden, stadioosly, with books in their hands, 
wbicb they pretend to read ; now and then taking ont their snnff- 
stained handanDa, and measuring it from comer to comer, in search of 
a feasible »P^* ^^ ^^ appropriate function : they are, however, really 
only feeliog ^7 ^^ ^^em for the inside, for an Italian looks upon a 
handkerebi«f fl*» ^ theontsideof which is never to be nsed, so that 
he may safely roU it up again into a little round ball, and polish oflF 
his nose '^^ ^^ ^^^^ returning it to his pocket. Whatever penanoe 
they do i^ ^***^ *^ Father Tiber or Santa Acquedotto, excepting by 
internal ^blwti^ia,— the exterior things of this world being ignofed. 
There is t^o mc»t-eatmg*now, save on certain festivals, when a supply 
is laid i«* ^^' *^® week. Bnt oppoeites cure opposites, (contraiy to 
thehomc^^P**^*^'^^'^*^*^*^"**^^^™*^®*^®™^'""**^- Two days 
of festivals boworer, there are in the little church of San Patrizio and 
Iridoro tJ^ben the streets are covered with sand, and sprigs of box and 
red and yelU>w baog^gs flaunt before the portico, and scores of young 
boy-priests invade their ^rden, and, tucking up their long skirts, 
run and scream a*»«°g ™ cabbages ; for boyhood is an irrepres- 
sible thmg, even under ttie extinguisher of a priest's black dness. 

DaUy you wiU bear the tinkle of a beU and the chant <rf high 

child-voices in tbe street, and, looking out, you will see two little 

boys clad in some refuse <rf the Church's wardrobes, one of whom 

carries a crucifix ^' * wg black cross, while the other rings a bell 

and chants as he 1^^^™ *'®°g5 ^^^ stopping to chaff with other 

boys of a similar ^^^'TT^f/' ^^^^ ^* times laying down his cross to 

dispute or strug^l^ ^,, them,-*nd now renewing the appeal of the 

belJ. This is ta ^^ together the children of the parish to learn 

their CatechjJm c?r ^ ^^"^ **^e^ in their Latm responses-and 

these latter thev ^^ ''*^i® off generally with an amazing volubiUty, 

and for the mjt V"^ ^ f "^ '^^ ^^ ^^^t they mean. 

Jifeantime the 0^^^^f gra<*«flly disappearing from Monte Gennaro 

and the Sahine AT^T**^^^"*'. ^^^^^^ parties are spreading their tables 

under the Pamfiii J^^^ ^'"^^ ^^ drawing St. Peter's from the old 

wall near hy the ^^^ avenue,— or uiaking excursioiis to Fiascsti, 

Tugculum, ^^ ^itf^^^^'^^ spendmg a day in wandering among the 
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rains of the Etruscan city of Veii, lost to tij^ 

even the site of it was \iiikiio\vn to the ^^^Sq,^,^ _ ^ 

shore at Ostia^ or under the TTk&gni&cent ^^^^---^^^^^ ^ ^^^i 






whose lofty trees repeat, as in a dream, ^^^^s^^^ ^^ ^^^^h'^^ 
Mediterranean that washes the coast at ^alf^ ^^iiud^^^p ^ 
is no lack of places that Time has shattei^ ^^"^*^^ ^m ^^ ^^ 't"* 
leaving Nature to festoon her ruins and t*^^ "^^-^hvj^ '^5 T/iJ^ 
tenderest vines and flowers, where one xxxny ^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^'/^ 
and dream of the old times. Penrf ^ c/^^^^ mu 

Spring has come. The nightingales already be<«- ^^^ "^ 

song under the Ludovisi ilexes and i^ ^ j^f ^^ ^^hbh ji^t^ 
Daisies have snowed all over the /^anipagna,^-.p^^^'^'^ Gnrden^ 
grass,— crocuses and anemones impurple the ^ac^V^^ ^'^^ *^* 
rows of spriufirinfi: grain along the still hiown fi]^*^.^^'^. 



I springing grain along the stiU hrown sIoneT^ T 



t-w&en tbv 



in the streets basketfuLs of sweet-scented ParmaTi*^? 7 ^^^^ ^ 
you by little girls and boy- ; ^d at ^ o^^^^Z^:!^ 

Corso IS a splendid show of camellias, set mto beds of double violet., 
and sold for a song. Now and then one meets huge baskets ^ Uc^d vrith 
these delicious violets, on their way to the confectioners and caff^^t 
where they will be made into syrup; for the Italians Rm very i^^^ 
of this hibifa, and prize it not only for its flavour, hnt, f^^ ^^* 
medicmal qualities. Violets seem to rain over the villas ^t^ ^^^^ 
spring,— acres are purple with them, and the air all aroniid i^ sv^eet 
with their fragrance. Every day, scores of carriages are dii vi i^ ^ ^^^^^ 
the Borghese grounds, which are open to the publk, and li.^:»3ac\v6^^^ 
of children are running about, plucking flowera and'pJavia^ ^^ '^^ 
lovely slopes and in the shadows of the noble trees, ^liiT« '^^^^ 
parents stroll at a distance and wait for them in the shad^ « -i^ojzktves*' 
At the Pamfili Doria villa the English play their natioii.al ^^^-^ncie ^ 
cricket, on the flower-enamelled green, which is oovei^l -%^^± fclx ^ 
most wondrous anemones ; and there is a matinee of iT\i^ra.<^^ ^^ 
come to chat and look on. This game is rather <« slow ^ a<> lEt oU^ 
however, and does not rhyme with the Gampajgna. The ^ -§- s=^X\s^ 
lift their hands and wonder what there is i^ it to fascina^^fc^^ t 



English; and the English in. turn call them a lazy, stL^xV"^^ a 
because they do not admire it. But those who have i ^ ^^^^ 



_ J - — —"^ seen ■5»r^»,*--» JS'f/- 

will not, perhaps, so much wonder at the Italians, nor otc^^J"!^^ 
them for not playing their own game, when they remember tl-^^^*^ *^^ 
French have turned them out of their only amphitheatre ^^ ^^*" *^ ^ 



ei 



for it, and left them only pazienza. ^^^^m^^M. ^m^^ 

If one drives out at any of the gates he w^ill see that a j^^^^ - 
come. The hedges are putting forth their leaves, the alttio:t:L^^^^*^^ 
are in full blossom, and in the vineyards the contadini av^t ^^^ ^ 



^^tpiog tlie vines to 
;. **^^'S^n*L"'^« »»»«quTt>7°P°?*''«^ Here and 

'^uSt^ut ^^pJrt^^U^^V^odoS^ t? «^«"«J *»>»» I J the 

,a4Ue»« «*« 1^^^ ., P'*«'fba8 u«« flammis." 

X ^«-dfty9 ***^* *° "' '^^^^ the \TJ^^^> »™ crowded by 

^ ^"^f^rae o^%e>ri spot, and re J!^ *^^"« of ^mes, drink 

^^•^j;^^^. tue t,^ag^ or a sliced wT^^^f ^*b a % of 

descend from t^^jF,^^ ^*>y t^ei' ever-present Cfc^«^T i*^^" 
touBehold and foUo^^, foot with swoUen ankles i^W^ harlequin 

Uveries, totter along *;l,by who salute them anH !!! "^ ^^^^ ''road 
red hats to the V^^^t^ force a phrase or take a. iVi^^"*"^ constantly 
in their discourse to ^ j^pagand. stream ulonJ^^ °^ ^'^' ^^ 
of scholars f'O'" Jf^i^-^ swinging behind' th^ """^ *^«°' *^<> 

Irish and American. ronthsf««^ the EngUsh CoUegl^a ?. ^ 
ttans, in red, go by in companies. All the minor scW.^ ^^"^ 
he out._Utt le^yi in b28<*h«t«' f "°^»g the lea^^S' •^' .'^" 
faster, (for all zZ^ters a« pries<«,^ orph«» ^^^ ^J^:^J ?»««*- 
hySistere of Charity and the deaf and dumb witT tb^' ^"^^^^^ 

^^ce in t ®®6n. ^f Lent is "k -l 

f^^val, whena?":' ,'*« sadx»^,J,rodigio«sly anfce''^ \^"r«J^ 
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aarnts,) yhen the little cliixrcli in Cap 
\m!^ T?vith brilliant <ir»j>eTies, and ti^ 
to Bay their prayers. TIxg great c%^ 
constantly as they come Bjct3, go, aud ^ 
to relieve you of ba^iocch.^, JBeaide th^^ 
print of the Angel appearirigr ^ i8^^ 
warning him against ttie sin ofjeadou^ ' 
the print thus explain it r 

•* Qual sinistra ponsier 1' ajj^ 
Se il sen fecando di JWarin ^ 
Ginseppe, non temer; ca/^ 
Ch* opm 6 sol di oolui che 

Whether Joseph is satisfied or not \^ 
be diflScult to determine from hia ^ ' 
haggard and bored than persuaded, and ' 

ful aoquiescence of countenance Tv-hich f 
Xhiring all Lent, a sort of bun, caU 
with the edible kernels of the pine-coj 
thinly crusted with sugar, is eaten I 
good Catholic "institution " it is. Bi 
Giuseppe, gaily-ornamented hootha arc 
of the streets, especially near the chu 
Borgo, and at Sant'^Eustaohio, which t 
branches as large as young trees, an 
draperies, where the " FritteUe di San 
caldrons of boiUng oil and lard and 
people. These fritters, which are a deli 
with rice, are eaten by all good Catholio 
Catholic to find them excellent eating 
booths are swung " SoneUi " in praise of 
of the dough-nuts, — some of them d 
already descended from Olympus at tl 
secure a large supply of the fritters, a 
make haste, or there will be no more ] 
seems little probable, when one sees the 
by the vendors. Their prayer, howev. 
gay scene enough it is, — especially at 
filled with lard are lighted, and the sli^ 
and the light flashes on the tinsel-cove: 
the wind, and illuminates the booth, wbi 
great caldrons which flank it on either 
white, ladle out the dripping fritters into 
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laugh and joke, and land their work, and ahoat at the t<z>3^ of their 

Inngg, "Eceo U Wk, ma hdle friUeOer For weeks fc.2:u£i fiying 

oontinnes in the atreets ; bnt after the day of Sen Gi ia fac j >pe, not 

cmly the sacied fritters are made, bat thcwiiiftTHlii of mivL'^:a.-t^& fg^ 

fragments of cauliflower, hroocoU^ cabbage, and erticbok^fir go into 

the hissing oil, and are heaped upon the platters and yaae^. For all 

sorts of fries the Bomans are justly celebrated. The sweets oliVooil, 

which takes the place of our butter and lard, makes the trjr li^t, 

delicate, and of a beautiful golden colour ; and spread -apon the 

snowy tables of these booths, their odour is so appetizing^ strtd their 

look so inviting, that I have often been tempted to join tlie crowds 

who fill their plates and often their pocket-handkerdLie^ (con 

rispetto) with these golden fry, **friUi dorcUi/* as they are called, 

and thus do honour to the Saint, and comfort their stomacliis with 

holy food, which quells the devil of hunger within. 

This festival of Son Giuseppe, which takes place on the 19ib of 
March, bears a curious resemblance to the lAberalia of the ancient 
Bomans, a festival in honour of Bacchus, which was celebrated 
every year on the 17th of March, when priests and priestesses, 
adorned with garlands of ivy, carried through the city wine, honey, 
cakes, and sweetmeats, together with a portable altar, in the middle 
of which was a small fire-pan (Joculua), in which, from time to time, 
sacrifices were burnt. The altar has now become a booth, the 
foctdm a caldron, the sacrifices are of little fishes as well as of cakei^ 
and San Giuseppe has taken the place of Bacchus, Liber Pater; but 
the festivals, despite these differences, have such grotesque points of 
resemblance that the latter looks like the former, just as one's face 
is still one's face, however distortedly reflected in the bowl of a 
spoon ; and, perhaps, if one remembers the third day of the Anthe* 
steria, when cooked vegetables were offered in honour of Bacchus, 
by putting it together with the Liberalia, we shall easily get the 
modem festa of San Giuseppe. 

But not only at this time and at these booths are good/r*^^» to be 
found. It is a favourite mode of cooking in Bome ; and a mixed 
fry (fritta mistoi) of bits of liver, brains, cauliflower, and artichokes 
is a staple dish, always ready at every restaurant. At any oOeria 
can, cucina on the Gampagna one is also sure of a good omelet and 
salad ; and, sitting under the vines, after a long walk, I have made 
as savoury a lunch on these two articles as ever I found in the most 
glittering restaurant in the Palais BoyaL If one add the back- 
ground of exquisite mountains, the middle distance of flowery 
slopes, where herds of long-haired goats, sheep, and gray oxen are 
feeding among the skeletons of broken aqueducts, ruined tombs, and 
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scattered ra^teval ^^^"^^fouii ^Z^^^ ^J£,^ 
resque groups of peasants, w«^ on J, ^t "^ij^ ^■ 
go, and men from the <^^'^P^^laff ,X'^t-^ **»!5 **A 
LUcious cloaks andlor^^-^^.^^^Ci^^^^l^:/'^^^^^ 
ing their oxen and W^^^iS^rFa or J^»~^-o J*'^^ ItT 
Stopping in their hooded J^^^^ tte a>^-^j&^'>e- *'^*'tt ' "^"^ 
the^ is. perhaps, ^.'^^''on^^^^o^^Z'^f'^^ £,,^1 --4^* 
sipping heeror «»« V«*^^/3eaa aiiij^^.^^i^/al^* ^*fe£'*" ^rf^' 
prtsette studiously shows l»er f ^ ^^ad "^-fo/* 7* »to» 

his patent-leather boots. ,„_ijjg Lent af ^ "'^'^rl^. f '*" 

One great/erta there is .f^"f^^ r^^* ti,^ -^-^"fe « 

FerrataT about fourteen ^^fl^f^ Z^''- It"' *<^ of Or^u. 

25th oi March, and ^^^^fas ey To f^ -«i1"/'"- - ^^ 
always charming to one who ^ /^ « ^e^ a.j iS'^'^'^^^quc, 3„d 
his national prejudices. ^\r^ tj,„ ■{.'^^ in ii,„ * "^edsome of 
carriages begin io stream «"* "^^^7 ^ ^'^a San S„^°'^-"'S "P™ 

abouf twoTurs r^^^e^f^GmtT'^.^-^^a^^^^ra^,.^^ % 
whc«6 foot the Uttle viUage o ^J^^'^ata .j^^,, ^^ ^^■^■^_ 

vance through noble elms ^" ^'^j^^ ^^^' "oiv^da of peasants line 
the way. b^gars scream *'*'"^. °^^' rioukeys bray, ™,-rrf*e 

rattle along, untU at last ^®.,^re "/ '^"^ ^f ^"^ ^l"cl» ««ems 
alive and crumbling with gaaly-dre^ed fip^fia that aro movmg *" 
and fro as thick as ants «P^^,3^, ";;-!""; Hero -re 6-*^^* 
peasants from aU the country JiUag^^ w, hm ten miles, all m A^^ 
fetel costumes ; along the iM^e ^^ t'^^'^ the meadow a^^^^j 
through the grUt g^te of the olf ^''tress, donkeys a-re cro^ 
together, andlSnl up » constant and outrageous concert ; m^ ^ 

r 'a^'5r ^^ lifte^ urta^^now .^tl.^^^^^^^^^ ^^l^^.-J,^ 

Sn^e'ffC^^^cked crowd .o.es «}owIy aloog i*^* 

S^ons, and on we'^rthrough the archway mto the ^-^«f^^f ,«d 

yard. Here, under Ihe Bhadov^ of the monastery l-^<^^^' try 

Lnches stand in rows, arrayed with the PT^^ '^^ «^^ J^^e^ 

Ml « cV.^« J /^T^lpments of husbandry^ the oo^^:^^*^ . « 

Tu'^'T^T' ^^: ^nTe hats with cockades axi«3. rosettes 

SStilrd b^Cfand house^oM things witlx ^^^^^ 

^.ere the tawny Pi-hbeck --^^/^^ ^^E^^Sl^^ ^^^trl. 
framed pictures of the Madonna aui* » ♦^ tu^ _.^i i^ 

iramcv^r « j i,^ « stone etaarway to the ^wo-X ^^^^ 
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it is ! Around the foontain, which is spilling in the centre of the 
ooxirt, a constantly varying group is gathered, washing, dnnking, 
and filling their flasks and vases. Near by, a charlatan, moonted 
on a table, with a canvas behind him painted all over with odd 
cabalistic figures, is screaming, in loud and voluble tones, the virtues 
of his medicines and unguents, and his skill in extracting teeth. 
One need never have a pang in tooth, ear, head, or stomach, if one 
will but trust his wonderful promises. In one little hottle he has 
the famous water which renews youth ; in another, the lotion which 
awakens love, or cures jealousy, or changes the fright into the 
beauty. All the while he plays with his tame serpents, and 
chatters as if his tongue went of itself, while the crowd of peasants 
below gape at him, laugh with him, and buy from him. Listen to 
him, all who have ears I — 

Udite, udite, O nistici I 
Attenti, non fiatate ! 
lo gii suppongo e immagino 
Che al par di me sappiate 
Che io son quel gran medico 
Dottore Enciclopedico 
Chiamato Dulcamara, 
La cui Yirtd predara 
£ i portent! infiniti 
Son noti in tntto 11 mondo— ^ in altri siti, 

Benefattor degli aomini, 
Reparator del mail. 
In pochi giomi io sgombrerd. 
Io spazzo gll spedali, 
E la salute a vendere 
Per tutto il mondo io to. 
Compiatela, compratela,-^ 
Per poco io re la do. 

1^ questo r odontalgico, 
Mirabile liquore, 
I>e' topi e dei cimici 
Possente distruttore, 
X cui certificati 
^Titentici, bollatf, 
Xoocar, vedere, e leggere, 
^A. ciaschedun fer6. 
I*«r questo mio specifico 
Simpatico, prolifico. 



,rBST^ ^-^ ^"^'^•*-. 






^^ ^'!?4^ ^^'^''' 

Voi ^*^^,^e ftvereainaati^ 
Per »^^^^ il mio speciaco^, 

per P<x^*^ "'' ,.. , 

Gli ^^,^i c diatetjo. ; 
Gli iste'^^;^paixitidi 
Guarisoe ^ ^^^tidi ; 
E scrofoii ^^ ^. ^^g^t^^ 

B fi^"" 'Loda diveflto, 
Che i» ^ .J ^io specjfico, — 
Gompra*^ lo do. 

Per poco '^^ 

rpjiere is never 



rpjiere is never an 
And so on and on and on. ^j^^using than the ""il-! *^^t volnble 
gabble. Nothing ^.^%^t,lifc^ ,7^^ other .a Ji -W^.ia.., 
wherever you r^^K^'^J^^ txiove and more ^..^ ev.^rlL^^^^t^- 
he is vanishing, and isf^^ "j our ^t^tion 0.1 the mr^ilf ""^ 

Bnttoxetnmtothefaxr ^^^^tbousc, (whor^ S^"^ ^^ *=^^'^"; 
Fermta. Opposite ns.is * ^^^hs, who.e juttiog e^f, ^^^- ^"f, 
pS,) cover'ed with P-^.%s; af . ..der the^Sv ^^^^^ " 
are adorned with gay dr^Pf^.^ ^t tb«)r m.ch and dinner, t^^.v^..^ 



L adorned with f y ^^ts ^t ^^j^^ j^'f and dinr^., t^^'^u.g 
seated a moUey set of V^^^e dark hole of a dc^r th.t o^^^, i,ito 
plates come in and out oi jters flounah their napkins ^^3. cry 

kitchen and cellar, and tne ^^ j^^com^ g'wa/*— whether the^ir <-otqc ot 

constantly, " V^ff^o mbitOy (jrotta-Ferrata wine aru fiia.«-d and 

t Big-T^^^^®d flasks of l^r^ ^^^ cattle, donkeys, a-na. ^^Tothea-, 

^ ' tied • bargains are siT^^^ ^.^ given j and jjamxiellcM, i.s, -]g;iayed. 

wuhs are pledged ; and 'toasts »^|-^ if ,^e l^^t ^^^ ^y ^t* from 

this SwaiA" /. . , . ^fl? to -t^ ^no^ the stones and oXi^^s^^a* 

purple distances stretching off ^ ^tfions tne s^t^ 

torrent scolding in the gorge h^^^ 



But vr'- 
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BesuirecHon-aiiy, with cloth of purple Cthe colour of P*^^,^ 
allowed by the/o^t of the church in black, carrying ^^ 
lolorouBly chanting a hymn. Then comes the bishop ^ 
, hifl yellow stole upheld by two principal priests, (the curate 
ab-cumte,) and to him his acolytes waft incense, as well as to 
uge figm^ of the Madonna which follows. This figure is oi 
se, carved in wood, surrounded by gUt angels, and so ^^ 
ixteen stout porters, whose shabby trousers show under their 
^T«e<i costume, are required to bear it along. With tbi^ ^® 
sion comes to its climax. Immediately after follow the gu*'^ 
grtat concourse of the populace closes the train. , 

3oly Week approaches, pilgrims begin to flock to Rome ^*^ 
>il-cloth capes, tJieir scallop-shell, their loi^ stafib, *^^" 
5, and their dirty hands held out constantly for "tww ^^^ 
*« pel povero peOegnnor Let none of my fair frien^^ 
? that she will find a Borneo among them, or she will be 
rievously disappointed. There is something to touch your 
their appearance, though not the pity akin to love. They 
the most part, old, shabby, soiled, and inveterate mendi- 
*nd though, some time or other, some one or other may 
)wn one of tlier^^ for her true-love " by his cockle hat and 
' liis sandal elioon," that time has been long forbye, nnleas 
wondrously disg^ise^- Besidps these pilgrims, and often in 
with them, l»n^^f o^ Peasants, with their long staffs, may 
n the road, i»a«i^g.a pilgrimage to Rome for the Holy 
ad in splen^^i ctocva/n dresses, carrying their clothes on 
s, and chATxtxng a psalm as they go. Among these may 
oaany a ha.xi<3some youth and beautiful maid, whose faces 
into the ixios* charmmg of smiles as you salute them and 
1 a happy^ pilgrimage. And of aU smiles, none is so 
sn, and ^ixc^^^. ^* Roman girl's ; breaking out over 
passionate ^^' i ^ ®^^«> s^d level brows, like a burst 
from beiii^^ * T^^ . ^^©J^ must be noble possibiHties 
^nwhicfcr *^/^T ^ ^^ ""PP^^'^^'oii a»d degradation, has 
^e chSdlii^^ fr^r^r^f^ of an Italian smile. 
>her inai^^*''''' v -! *PP^«a<5h of Holy Week is the 
which xxo^j^ f appearance, and warns us of the 
to i^i^ Sometimes it is stain^ yeUow, purple, red, 
ped^^ ^^rrr*'/ sometimes it is ;^W with 
^i^^^^/V .1* P'^^iitive way, a hen,-her 

8 street^ ° °' everybody, and ereiy sort of 



1 



^O^ attract ^ 



fliers, and *%tl» ^V^** V^^^ > hiR *l»e nff. "^^^ ^*»^ ** 

^<'^yT^{aP««l*'^* tl»f,^gg^Lf iBther£.**'°««'ch trifle. ^^ 
P«5f*?l;Jd,»<»^^i^iJ*«** +S^ first n,^^"*^'^ '«<^ Maor«>oW« 

■J^*"^^^ lU^^*'.^ l»et* ^e egg contained in itee/ a,Xl fo 
^4 serious di^ ^^ tkxe^, t^jcrOOOBm. It wa« used in aT»^-^z--f 

vbetbet the ^^^ed **^e *^ -BoBO*"* on the table at the bes^:-=.-^ 
leanied wen fheiet'' . ^^t * in honour of the dead it a.Xs<a. 

elemente, f ^TL ihe ft^^r^ fef*?^ Jews at Pasqna, after pvi.:-r-i-^ 
^d N«» ^^'^^ . aft4 »* *r *(!<'*? ^jard eggs on the table as a s^^^^ic^ 
!rf tbeii ieipe»*» ' !" 1^0 !Toed ^ ggg. The Greeks and IC.*=»r-c: 

* d c\ea»*^« *« d»t«»' ^ftioP"* *^ftb lustral water, they ca-^r^r-..^ 

■^^'^rte o« ^^^' S, to affix V> ^-jfi. ^^ ^ 
fox *«^l,axett «"*** 



.... I 
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house ftom evil spirite- But only the housed^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^, 
protected ; for the priests heatow fjavoxixs only ^ coiiaideratwii," 

which the poor cannot so easily ^ve. 

Among the celebrations whichi take place ^^^ghout Italy at ^ 

this period, i» cfoe which, though not peculiar U> ft^jn^^ dcseires 
record here for its angularity. On Good Friday it is the cuatom of 
the people of I*»to (a little town near Florence) to celebrate the 
occasion by a. procession, which takes place after nightfall, and is 
intended to represent the procession to the Cross. The persons 
composing it ^t*^ mounted on horseback and dressed in fantastio 
costumes, horro^^^e^ ^om the theatrical iw^ardxobe, representing Pon- 
tius Pilate, tti^ centurions, guards, executioners, apostles, and even 
Judas himself- Bach one carries in one hand a flaring torch, and in 
the other som^ emblem of the Cnicifi:Kion, such as the hammer, 
pincers, spear, sponge, cross, and so on. The horses are all unshod, 
so that their lioofe may not clatter on the paTement ; and, with a 
sort of mysterious noiselessness, this singular procession passes 
through all tlie principal streets, illuminated by torches that gleam 
picturesquely on their tinsel-covered robes, helmets, and trappings 
This celebration only takes place once in three yeara ; and, on the 
last occasion but one, a tremendous thunderstorm broke over the 
town as the procession was passing along. The crowd thereupon, 
moontinently dispersed, and the unfortiinate person who representied 
^'udas, trembling with superstitious fear, fell upon his knees, and, 
^ter the fashion of Nici^ Bottom the weaver, who relieved the Duke 
ah?^'^* ^ declaring ^^^^ ^ was only a lion's fell and not a veril.. 
* ® «on, cried out to *lie Madonna, ^ Migericordia per me I Have 
"f fcy on me I I am t^o^ ""^^y Judas, but only the cobbler at the 
^er, ^ho is repres^:iting him— all for the glory of the blessed 
^bino." And in cckxxs^^'^^^^ of this information the Madonna 
^onsly extended bi^^a ber potent aid, and saved his valuable 
jS^ * he has heiic^^^^^ rejoiced in the popular nickname of 

_^* is on this day, ^' JllVi^ customary Jew is converted, 
«^t8, and is bapti^J^a ; »^^ *^^e are not wanting evil tongues 

^J^^ch declare that *5!f^«ve^ tST^f J ""l '^^^^^ ^ ^ P^^"- 
Ognomy every year. ^fZlZ of t^^^ ^^"^ ^ '^^ ^^"^* ^^ 
some one is annually ^'^fnd if he f ii^®***^ "^^'"^ ^ ^® P^* «^ 
Judaism here in Bon*^ » X^ without- t! -^^ ^^ain, after receivmg 
the temporal i«wax^ t^f w Wle to d^^*"?^ ?^ *^« "^'"^"^^^ ^« 
probably finds it ^arth hJ^ ^^ .^ tt.^ «^* ^^ ^^ "^ ^ ^^^ o^ ^ 
Church, and in T^rX^^TahTOSxoe xne fifteenth verse of the twenty- 
third chapter of Af^t^i^hew; ^^ ^ ^ ^®^s that portion of the Bible. 



JLEH^T HOL Y V[ 

It lain tlie great basaltic vase in the ha^i 

t\i« 8a.TXie in whiclf Ttiexxzi l>stthed in '^ 

insignia of knighthood, *Ix»t the con^ 

infidel wlio can be brou^iit; over, recei^ 

taken into the arms of tlie Gitvircb. 

It 18 at this season, too, that the -^ 
dressed in the manner so grsLphically de^ 
bis " Improvisatore." No Ttrander, tj^ 
interior of one of these shops looked lik:^^ 
for they are really splendid ; and wbetx ^j , 
lamps at night, the effect is very atrikiu^y^ ! 
lard are ranged endwise in regular bars ^^ 
adorned with stripes of various coloura, ^^.^ 
and flashing tinsel ; while over and under t^ 
are piled scores upon scores of hroy/^t^ ' 
pyramids, columns, towers, with eggs ^^ 
From the ceiling, and around the doorway, 
laces of sausages,-— or groups of lonpr g^^*^ 
ahout with hox, — or netted wire baskets fi] 
or great bunches of white candles gathered 
Seen through these, at the hottom of the g 
Madonna, with scores of candles burning i 
upon the tinsel hangings and sjpangles with 
Underneath this, there is often represented aj ' 
when this is not the case, the animals may 
and there on the cheeses. Candelabri of ^g 
gether, so as to resemble bunches of gigai i 
swung from the centre of the ceiling, — and c 
with a taper in them, or red paper lanterns, an 
the antique form, show here and there their li 
flitches of bacon and cheeses; while, in the m I 
dour, the figure of the pizzicagnc^o moves to i 
priest at a ceremony. Nor is this illumina 
doors, often of the full width of the shop, are tl 
the glory shines upon all passers-by. It is th 
and cheese, at which only the Hebraic nose, < 
natural curve, turns up in scorn; while tn: 
around it to wonder and admire, and sometimes 
the almost enchanted ground. May it be long I 
custom dies out I 

At last comes Holy Week, with its pilgrims t 
parij of the world. Every hotel and furnished ap 
—every carriage is hired at double and tretole 
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every door, where a Papal ceremony is to take place, is lz>^ssiegB(l br 
figures in black with black veils. The streets are rolled wiZ 
Germans, English, French, Americans, all on the move, oomingand 
going, and anxiously inquiring about the ceremonies, and. -^v-ten they 
are to take place, and where, — ^for everything is kept in ^ ohanniiig 
condition of perfect uncertainty, from the want of any pTil>lio news- 
paper or. journal, or other accurate means of information. So eyeir-^ I 
body asks everybody, and everybody tells everybody, uiitil nobody ] 
knows anything, and everything is guesswork. But, rie-v-ertieJesg, 
despite impatient words, and muttered curses, and all Icinds of i 
awkward mistakes, the battle goes bravely on. There is terrible ^ 
fighting at the door of the Sistine Chapel, to hear the JUtserere 
which is sure to be Baini*s when it is said to be Allegri's, sus ^vell aa 
at the railing of the Chapel, where the washing of the feet takes 
place, and at the supper-table, where twelve country boors represent 
the Apostolic company, and are waited on by the Pope, in a way tbat 
shows how great a sham the whole thing is. The air is close to suffo- 
cation in this last place. Men and women faint and are carried out. 
Some fall and are trodden down. Sometimes, as at the table a Yew 
years ago, some unfortunate pays for her curiosity with her life. 
It is ** Devil take the hindmost !" and if any one is down, he is leaped ^ 
over by men and women indiscriminately, for there is no time to |, 
be lost. In the Chapel, when once they are in, all want to get out. 
Shrieks are heard as the jammed mass sways backward and for- I 
• ward, — veils and dresses are torn in the struggle, — women are 
praying for help. Meantime the stupid Swiss keep to their orders 
^ with a literalness which knows no parallel ; and all this time, the 
^ Pope, who has come in by a private door, is handing round beef and 
4 mustard and bread and potatoes to the gormandizing Apostles, who 
put into their pockets what their stomachs cannot hold, and improve 
their opportunities in every way. At last those who have heen 
through the fight return at nightfall, haggard and ghastly with fear, 
hunger, and fatigue; and, after agreeing that they could never 
counsel any one to such an attempt, set off the next morning to 
attack again some shut door behind which a " function " is to take 
place. 

All this, however, is done by the strangers. The Romans, on 
these high festivals, do not go to Saint Peter's, but perform their 
religious services at their parish churches, calmly and peacefully ; 
for iu Saint Peter's all is a spectacle. " How shall I, a true son of 
the Holy Church," asks Pasquin, '* obtain admittance to her ser- 
vices?" And Marforio answers, "Declare you are an Englishman, 
and swear you are a heretic," 



LEJNT KASTl 

The Piazza is crowded, ^vsritb. carri 
hackman will look at nothips «^<^^^ 
and, to your reraonstrances, ii^ ^^ 
" jKA, signcTCy hisogna wvere ; cuiess 
nienter « Kext week I will take y 
now for fifteen."* Meluccio (the Utt 
the Piazza San Pietro, whose sole occi 
to open and shut the doors of (^rriag€ i 
mezzo-haiocco, is in great glee. He rv 
day long,^haiIs carriages,— i^entifie.' 
their lost fares, whom he never fails U 
wildened strangers the coach they are , 
having entirely forgotten coachman an 
have gone through. He is everywl 
helping everybody. It is his Bigh f< i 
and grateful strangers drop into his 
half-patd, and thank God and Meluc( 
carriages and cry, « ^ casaJ* 

Finally comes Easter Siuaday, the , 
twelve on the Saturday previous all th , 
UDcovered, and the Pope, cardinals, and , 
vestments for those of rejoicing. I , 
know it hy the ringing bells, the boud , 
the ^ring of gung from the windows 
planted in the pavement ; and of lat 
French generals, who are in chronic 
festal days,— by the jar of long trains 
Piazza San Pietro, to guard the place s 
of a rising amotxg the populace. 

By twelve o'clock Mass in Saint Pefc i 
crowded with people to see the Benedic 
spectacle it is ! Qut over the great bale , 
where priests and attendants are collec 
soon be seen. Below, the Piazza is ali 
the centre are drawn up long lines of s 
pompons and glittering helmets and bay. 
by crowds on foot, and at the outer rim 
and oveniin with people mounted on th 
a half-hour's waiting while we can Ich 
carriages all the while pouring in, and, i 

* The government, since this was written, 
for hackney coaches ; but, in recognition of ol \ 
to be charged at this season. 
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out a mile behind, and adding thousanda of impatient spectators to 
those abeady there. What a sight it is I— above us the great dome 
of Saint Peter's, and below, the grand embracing colonnade, and the 
vast space, in the centre of which rises the solemn obelisk, thronged 
with masses of living beings. Feasants from the Campagna and the 
mountains are moving about everywhere. Pilgrims in oil-cloth cape 
and with iron staff demand charity. On the steps are rows of purple, 
blue, and brown umbrellas; for there the sun blazes fiercely. 
Everywhere crop forth the white hoods of Sisters of Charity, col- 
lected in groups, and showing, among the parti-coloured dresses, like 
beds of chrysanthemums in a garden. One side of the massive 
colonnade casts a grateful shadow over the crowd beneath, that fill 
up the intervals of its columns ; but elsewhere the sun bums down 
and flashes everywhere. Mounted on the colonnade are crowds of 
people leaning over, beside the colossal statues. Through all the 
heat is heard the constant plash of the two sun-lit fountains, that 
wave to and fro their veils of white spray. At last the clock strikes. 
In the far balcony, beneath the projecting awning that casts a P***^^^ 
soft transparent shadow along the golden sunlit/ofcwfe, and surrounded 
by a group of brilliant figures, are seen two huge fans of snowy 
peacock plumes, and between them a figure clad in white rises from 
a golden chair, and spreads his great sleeves 4ike wings as he raises 
his arms in benediction. That is the Pope, Pius the Ninth. AH is 
dead silence, and a musical voice, sweet and penetrating, is heard 
chanting from the balcohy; — the people bend and kneel; with 
a cold gray flash the forest of bayonets gleams as the soldiers 
drop to their knees, and rise to salute as the voice dies away, and 
the two white wings are again waved ;— then thunder the cannon,— 
*lie bells clash and peal joyously, — ^and a few white papers, like 
•^Hige snowflakes, drop wavering from the balcony ;— these are In- 
<lulgences, and there is an eager struggle for them below ; — ^then the 
Pope again rises, again gives his benediction, waving to and fro his 
right hand, three fingers open, and making the sign of the cross,— 
and the peacock fans retire, and he between them is borne away, — 
and Lent ia over. 

As Lent ia ushered in by the dancing lights of the moccdleUiy so it 

^s ushered out hy the splendid illumination of Saint Peter's, which 

^ one of the grandest spectacles in Rome. The first illumination is 

'^y meaDs of paiDer lanterns, distributed everywhere along the 

^hitectural linea of the church, from the steps beneath its portico 

^ tne cross aboT^e its dome. These are lighted before sunset, and 

inJX^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ *^« western light are for some time completely 

^y^Wle; but AS t^i?vilight thickens, and tlie shadows deepen, and a gray 



P^rly veil is drawn over tlio sky, the c 
against it with a dull fumaoe-glow, as o 
a constant wind, looking not so muc 
reddening from an interior fire. Slow} 
the mighty building at last stands outlitj' 
as if etched there witli a fiery burin, 
intense blue behind it, tlie zrxsLtGria,! p^ 
vanish, until nothing is left to the ey^ 
visionary structure of fire. Tliis is the ^i 
well, for it does not last long. -A.t the ^^ 
l)ells sound all over Rome, a 8VLd.den cha,^^ 
lofty cross a burst of flame is seen, and 
whirls over the dome and drum, climbs t;^^ 
like a rain of fire down tlie columna of . 
great bell of St. Peter's bas ceased to tolj 
illumination has succeeded to the silver, 
the first illumination ; it is mare delicate 
the second is more brilliant and dazzling^ ' 
the Church, the other like the Empre^Q 
second lighting, the Churcti hecomea mo^e 
like jewels, and the dome seems a gigantic ; 
One effect, however, is very striking, rj, 
before was firm and motionless, now vs^^^' 
would pass away, as the wind hlowa the jQ^ 
tlie great cups by which it is lighted, ^j.^^ 
looks on,— from the Piazza beneath, where . 
in its splendour, and the band plays and t 
windows and loggtaa of the city, wherever 
this superb spectacle,— and ^rom theCattxp^ 
where, far away, alone and towering above ( 
seen to blaze. Everywhere are ejaculations c 
of groups are playing the game of " What jg 
is like a hive covered by a svrarm of burning 
the enchanted palace in the gardens of Q^j 
Arabian nights,— like a gigantic tiara set wi, 
larger than those which Sinbad found in the 
palace of the fairies in the dreams of child] 
pleasure-dome of Kubla Khan in Xanadi 
whimsical things. At nearly midnight, ere ^ 
last look at it. It js a ruin like the Cole 
darkness are there, with broken rows of sple 
gone on one side the dome,-they straggle i 
down the other and over the facade, f^^^ ^ 
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ancboly enough. It is a bankrapt heiress, an old and wrinkled 
iity, that tells strange tales of its former wealth and charms, 
)n the world was at its feet. It is the broken-down poet in the 
house, — with flashes of wild fancies still glaring here and there 
I the sad rain of his thoughts. It is the once mighty Catholic 

•ch, crambling away with the passage of the nightj — and when 

ing and light come, it will be no more. 




CHAPTER VI. 



GAMES IN HOME. 




ALKING, during pleasant weather, almost 
' Rome, but especially in passing through 
arches of the Temple of Peace, or along 
seum, or some wayside osteria outside t ' 

■ the ear of the traveller is often saluted ' 

explosive tones of two voices going off together, at li 
like a brace of pistol-shots ; and turning round to seel 
these strange sounds, he will see two men, in a very < \ 

shouting, as they fling out their hands at each other 
gesticulation. Ten to one he will say to himself; if he 
in Rome, "How quarrelsome and passionate these 1 
If he be an Englishman or an A-merican, he will be ^ 

gratulate himself on the superiority of his own ooun 
wonder why these fellows stand there shaking their 1 
other, and screaming, instead of fighting it out like 
muttering, ** A cowardly pack, too !" will pass on, perfet 
with his facts and his philosophy. But what he has seei 
not a quarrel. It is simply the game of Jtforro, as ol^ * 
mids, and formerly; played among the hosts of Pha.^^ 
armies of Caesar as now by the subjects of Pius iX- 
played. I 

Two persons place themselves opposite each other, ^ 
right hands closed before them. They tlieii simulta 
with a sudden gesture throw out their hands, some o 
being extended, and others shut up on thie palm,— ea^ , 

in a loud voice, at the same moment, tb.e number xi® 
fingers extended by himself and his adversary to ^*^®^^^4: 
cry out aright, or if both cry out ariglit, nothing ^V^^^t* 
but U only one guess the true number, lae vmas a po ^^^ 
one throw out four fingers and the otlier two, he wno 
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point, \m\ea» tbe other cry out the same number. The 
^ geneiaWy five, though sometimes they are doubled ; and 
re made, they are marked by the left hand, which, during 
e game, ig held stiffly in the air at about the shoulders' 
me finger being extended for every point. When the 
won, the winner cries out " FoMof or *« OuadagTiaior or 
' or else strikes his hands across each other in sign of 
. This last sign is also used when Double Morra is played, 
.te that five points are made. 

liversal is this game in Rome, that the very beggara play 

eir eammgs at it. It was only yesterday, as I came out of 

jry of the Capitol, that I saw two who had stopped scream- 

* baioochiper amor di Dw^^ to play pauls against each other 

a. One, a cripple, supported himself agamst a column, and 

}r, with his ragged cloak slung on his shoulder, stood oppo- 

i. They staked a paul each time with the utmost nmchdarvcey 

yed with an earnestness and rapidity which showed that they 

I hands at it, while the coachmen from their boxes cracked their 

md jeered and joked them, and the shabby circle around them 

them on, I stopped to see the result, and found that the cripple 

o successive games. But his cloaked antagonist bore his losses 

lero ; and when all was over he did his best with the strangers 

from the Capitol to line his pockets for a new chance. 

ung is more simple and apparently easy than Morra, yet to 

well requires quickness of perception and readiness in the 

.tion of chances. As each player, of course, knows how many 

he himself throws out, the main point is to guess the number 

ers tiirown by his opponent, and to add the two mstantaneously 

er A player of skiU will soon detect the favourite numbers 

antegonist; and it is curious to see how remarkably clever 

er J^f ""It '"^ "!i!?g' from the movement of the hand, the 

er to he thrown. The game is always played with great 

ioi ri' ^'n^ ^^ out with vehemenc;, and the nmn- 

ier^}^.^. *^^ ^"" pitch of the voice, so as to be heard at a 

aoie distance. It is f^^^ ^^^ g^^den opening of the fingers, 

^e ijands are m the air, that the old Roman phrase, micare 

> to flash with the nxxgers " is derived. 

4av ^O^^^V^ Sener^iiy ^^^ ^take ; and round the osterias, of 

. ay, ;^2ien the game ig pj ^ after the blood has been heated 

ofc ^ ""^ ^^^ ^ J^^yue ! Qtto I TuUir are often interrupted 

^ys^^^''''\ I ^hese are generally settled peacefully by 

^^^eiB, who act a^ nj^jpi^es,— and the excitement goes off 



in talk. The question arises almo 
fingers flashed out ; for axi linscruj 
nities of cheating, by holding a fing • 
to close or open it afterwards accord , 
times the losing party will dispute a i 
thumb is the father of all evil at M, , 
say whether it was intended to be , 
player is easily deceived in this a 
" Tutti'' is called, all the fingers, thx 
and then it is an even chance that a 
whether the thumb was aixt. Som \ 
and one of the parties has been los | 
which the umpires cannot decide; t i 
are drawn and blood is spilled. G( • 
nothing; and, often as I have seen tl 
spectator of any quarrel, though dij 
neard. But, beyond vague stories hy 
confidence, the vivacity of the Italian 
^qnainted with their characters to mU \ 
a violent quarrel, I know of only on. 
There a savage quarrel, begun at Morrc \ 
V the bystanders, and one of the part i 
*^k with his companions. But while ; 
liad been smothered, but not extingu : 
antagonist, blazed out anew. Bushing 
*he table of the osterta, he attacked h i 
The fiiends of both started at once to 
*ear them apart ; but before they could r. i 
^tants dropped bleeding and dying on i . 
hke a maniac from the room. 

This readiness of the Italians to use tl 
of every dispute, is generally attributed by ] 
ness of their nature ; but I am inclined to . 
from their entire distrust of the possibility o ; 
Where courts are organized as they were 
would trust to them ? Open tribunals, w! i 
administered, would soon check private i ; 
there more honest and efficient police-co : 
fewer knives drawn. The Englishman in^ : 
knowing that he can count upon prompt i 
from him, he, too, like Harry Oow, would | 
In the half-organized society of the less civil 
States, the pistol and bowie-knife are as freq 



KOBA DI ROMA. 

to is among the Italians. But it would l)e a gross error 
oa this, that the Americans are violent and passionate by 
, among the same people in the older States, where 
leaply and strictly administered, the pistol and bowie- 
nost unknown. Despotism and slavery nurse the pas- 
t ; and wherever law is loose, or courts are venal, public 
aes the shape of private vengeance. The farther south 
[taly, the more frequent is violence and the more unre- 
the passions. Compare Piedmont with Naples and 
le difference ig immense. The dregs of vice and violence 
south. 

am to Morra. As I was walking out beyond the Porta 
i the other day, I heard the most ingenious and conso- 
rasis for a defeat that it was ever my good-fortune to 
3 it shows the peculiar humour of the Komans, it may 
)lace. Two of a party of c<mfadtni had been playing at 
takes being, as usual, a bottle of wine, and each, m 
t and won. A- lively and jocose discussion now ai-ose 
Tiends on the one side, and the players on the other,—- 
liming that eacli of the latter was to pay his bottle of 
rame he lost, (to be drunk, of course, by all,) and the 
g^ that, as aixG loss offset the other, nothing was to^be 
• -A.S I passed, one of the players was speaking. " i* 
/' he said ** ho fftM^^^ag'f^ato io; e jpoi, net secondo, 
-^hoperso Icl t^ittoHa:'' "The first game, I won; the 
lost the victofn//' And with this happy periphrasis, 
mitted his defes^^* I could not but think how much 
1 have been for tiie French, if this ingenious mode of 
I the English the IBattle of Waterloo had ever occurred 
admit that thej^ vi^ere defeated was of course impos- 
acknowledge tlia.* they " lost the victory " wrould by 
"e been humiliB^i^iJ^S' ^^^is would have soothed their 
^^^ yanity, pre^«^ented many- heart-burnings, saved 
^^S^ioaents and. terrible " kicking against the pricks " 
^^i^ndly alliazxG& j>ossible. 
^ ^ ^tter pe3i^^^^ *^*^^ Morra. It was played by 
,^^fetban two tibousand years before the Christian 
^^^^gs^i Tb&th^^ ^^^ ^^ tlie temples of Beni-Hassan, 
^y^^seen r>J^O^^^"^^ ^*' — some keeping their reckoning 

'^ ^P^ifted, ^soxxn-e striking off the game vdth both 

m^ ^^ pr»j^ -,^roxi, — and, in a word, using the same 

riiQ ^^^ Jjorx:*^^^"^^- From Egypt it was introduced 

^^arus t>x-oiasht it from Greece at an early 
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5r falls outside the lateral Iwundary, or 
.1 line, it counts against the party play- 
le extreme limits, it is called a vciata, 
:e that can "be made. At the end of the 
aich tlie principal player stands. The 
for tliis post ; the others are distributed 
pallonaio, ^whoseofGice is to keep the halls 
he is busy nearly all the time. Facing 
he manticLriTio, who gives ball. As soon 
iarino^s band, the chief batter runs for- 
s it as far and high as he can, with the 
ccession bave I seen a good player strike 
ause of tbe spectators. When this does 
t the ball backwards and forwards, from 
fifteen or tw^enty times before the point 
and there, now flying high in the air and 
mtlet before touching the ground, now 
I which generally forms one side of the 
•ly to hit it, calling loudly to each other, 
igility, skill, and strength. The interest 
l\ the bystanders shout when a good 
ind hiss at a miss, until finally the ball 
r lost witbin them. The points of the 
70 strokes coimting fifteen each, and the 
^i!!f ® ^^^es the fifty before the other 
aUed a marcio, and counts double. As 
ibouted by tbe caller, who stands in the 
at, and proclaims the bets of the spec- 

to the ItaUans as cricket to the English ; 

to me, much more interesting than the 
nore strength, agility, and dexterity, to 

give themselves to it with all the en- 
1 many a young fellow injures himself for 
t!^y^ ^^^^ *^® excitement and stir of 
young and athletic can play weU, cricket 

Lttlr^^^!^'' ^ favourite in Rome ; and 

e^specmlly devoted to public exhibitions 

i.<red W ^^ representations, the most 

Intrano.^"? *^i^resar*o. The audience 

entrance fee was one 2x»«Z. Wonderful 
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• in. jctctando repercutiendoque 
a,Qcim,a,nique artis peritiamy et 
formidcibUi cognomento dictus 



ng the Romans is Bocce or jBoc- 
is, consisting of any number of 
wooden balls of about the size 
. Besides these, there is a little 
irst by one of the winning party 
e object is to roll or pitch the 
5 them beside the Ucco. Ev«-y 
ro than any ball of the other 
lumber of points depending on 
e game is played on the ground, 
ed plane ; and as the lecco often 
on some uneven declivity, it is 
ifficulty to play the other balls 
game consists, however, in dis- 
y so as to make the balls of the 
ayer will often change the whole 
i throw. The balls are thrown 
side, and then by a player on the 
interest increases, and there is a 
throw is made, it may be ruined 
pitched with jgreat accuracy, so 
into the distance, while the new 
je lecco itself is suddenly trans- 
entirely reverses all the previous 
,ecides the game, and of course it 
£ Termini numerous parties may 
erfor spring playing this game 
^ idlers, who standby to approve 
The French soldiers, free from 
irapet-calls on the old Agger of 
e rolUng balls in this fascinating 
iifficiently at it, they adjourn to 
-esh themselves with a glass of 
tt a bench outside the door, or 
f »™ *^^ a siesta, with their 
other parties take their turn at 
r beyondare heard the diatressmg 
, and wheezmg aud shriekLg i^ 
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re numbered. At the top and bottom are two small 
U, thus : — 



1 


3 


3 


4 



D 



€ 



layers, having deposited his stake in the semicircle 
}t end, takes hisl station at a short distance, and en- 
I some object, either a disk or a bit of terra-cotta, or 
haiocco, into one of the compartments. If he lodge 
bell (a), he pays a new stake into the pool ; if into 
(&), he takes the whole pool ; if into either of the 
nts, he takes one, two, three, or four of the stakes, 
number of the compartment. If he lodge on a line, 
9, as it is termed, and his play goes for nothing. 
I the pool is frequently filled with buttons, — among 
baiocchi; but buttons or hawcchi are all the same 
they are the representatives of luck or skill, 
and very common game in Rome, which is worthy 
iply because of its ancient pedigree, is a game played 
?our or five of these are piled pyramidally together, 
*s, withdrawing to a short distance, pitch another 
and he who succeeds in striking and dispersing the 
8 is manifestly the game played by the little boys 
e, and alluded to by the author of the "Nux 

.tuor in nucibus Don amplius alea toto est 
1 tibi suppositus additar una tribus."* 

of games in Rome is the Lottery. This is under 
the government, which, with a truly ecclesiastical 
nbjects, has organised it into a means of raisii:^ 
aancial objection to this method of taxation is, that 
ire is upon the poorest classes ; but the moral and 
LS are still stronger. The habit of gambling engen- 
s the temper, depraves the morals, and keeps up a 
excitement at variance with any settled and serious 
temptations to laziness which it offers are too great 
turious or idle by temperament ; and the demon of 
the altar which should be dedicated to Industry, 
ikes of nuts the gambling boys agree, 
J placed below, a fourth to crown the three. 
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^it for tlieiT invention. 'But^^«^^^**f^; 
Afication, is of Italian origin, and bad its 
y as the fouTteentli or fifteenth century, 
uctised by the Venetians and Genoese, 
i Fmtwm,— the prizes consisting ongm- 
of merchandise of every l^^ia^i'-^P^^^);;^^ 
I silver work, and similar articl^ n^e 
ihem and the ancient lotteries of Helioga- 
t tickets were bought and priees drawn. 

be played, however, for money, and was 
a invention, that it was early imported into 
L, in 1539, granted letters-patent for tbe 

1 the seventeenth centuTy, this '* infezwne 
calls it, was introduced into Holland ana 
U later date into Germany. Those who 
t ; hut those who adopted it have Tejected it. 
iries' existence in France, it was ahohshed on 
1835. The last drawing was at Pans, on tne 
ath, ^ben the number of players was so great 
y to close the offices before the appointed time, 
jsaidtohave gained a gttatemo of the sum ^ 
undred thousand francs. Wben aboUsbed m 

it was drawing from it a net revenue of twenty 

«^pT08cribed by Innocent XII., Benedict XIIL, 
But it was soon revived. It was not without 
then as now, as may be seen by a httle work 
the early part of the last century^ entitled, 
fnarinto, oppure non volute conoscere, nelV Estra- 
wtori,in 1696, calls it, in his « Annals of Italy," 

TZ^^r of the « Civilt^ Cattolica," published at 
'^ rtbe motto of which is « Beat^ls Popvlm mj^ 
% there is on the other hand, an elaborate and 
• le in which the lottery is defended with amusing 
istendom in general has agreed to consider immoral 
its effects on a people seems, on the contrary, to 
article, to be highly moral and commendable. 
w'hich can l>e p^ay®^ ^^^ ^rom one to ninety, ui 
re now dra^jj- Originally the numbers drawn were 
d it is said tb^* *^® Italian name of this game, htlo, 
m this circi r^^^^^ "^^^ player may stake upon 
^o^r, or ^^ ^^umbers,— but no ticket can be tato 
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be seen over the door af everjr J>re 
there they remain until tJbe next q 
who does the drawing belongs to a cc 
institution, at which chimren who I 
left helpless are lodg^ oared ibr, and 
which are employed to pGrfarzn thu 
therefor a few scudi. 

It will be seen from tlie manner j 
lottery is conducted, that no prGcautio 
to assure the public of the perfect gooc , 
It. This is, in fact, absoIuteJj^ necess \ 
confidence without which its ^rery obj : 
thejitalians are a very suspicious and | 
there is less faith in the uprightness oi , 
own watchfuhiess and the difficultj^ of 
doubt that no deceit is practised hy 
drawing is concerned,— for it would b( 
It. Still there are not wanting stoi 
which are singular and interesting : c 
reason to believe authentic, was related , 
person, as being within his own kno^ 
Monsignore who was at the liead of 
diminish his household, and accordin | 
who had been long in his palaxse. OfU i 
asked for relief, and as often was charit 
at last became importunate, and the M 
answer of the servant was, **I have 
service of your Eminence, — 1 am too 
do ?" The case was a hard one. Hi 
fleeted; — ^at last he said, "Why ^ot 1 
" Ah I" was the answer, " I have not 
daily needs. What you now give me 
may lose it, — and that lost, what can ] 
said, "Buy a ticket in the lottery.'* * 
mands me, I will," said the old m« 
" Play on number so and so for the firf 
" and God bless you T i%e servant d 
his surprise and joy, the first numher 
a rich man for life,— and hifi Emineri 
pendent. 

A capital story is told by the author < 
CattoUca," which is to the point here, « 
told on such respectable authority, IJ^^r 
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^?^®> ^ poor shopkeeper, being liarcl-diriven. 

> ma priest, an vmrn apostolicoy and. pi-ay ecL 
^ ^^jee numbers to play in the lottery- 
.ven, says the innocent priest, '• lias it e^ver 
' ^ ^^^ know the five numbers -wliicli. blt^ "to 

vhat will it cost you?" was tlie arus^weir. 

t my Wretched family ; if we do not l>ay otiir 

-^ve go into the street. There is notliixiig left 

oU can give us the three numbers tliat ^will set 

^ again I I am ready to do all T can. to assist 
Qf the lottery is impossible ; and I xrxiast say, 
pposing I can give you the three lucky iiximl>ers, 
rour brains." 

> not say 80» -P«<^^e w^o •' ^i^® '^^ a terTtty^ It 

May, or cheese on my maccaroni. On my -worci 

> it secret. Vial You, so good ana cliaTdtal>le, 

ie three numbers. Pray content ysx^ tliis onoe.'* * 

give yc>« » "il® ^"'^^ always being content i ^voi<i 

a Death, and behave so as to deserve I*araclise, 

I Padremiol That's enough. ThanXs ! tlianks! 

^^rnfr^nnd reverence, off the loUegtzia mslies to Kis 
' tekrao^^ the " Libro dei Sogni,-- ealls into^^l 
• and cbildret^' and, after a long ax,a earnest ais- 
^ ^v-^ three numbers corresponding to tlie terms 
lay, ^'^^ . ^e &«^*^^ ^P^^' a°^ *^*y goes onr triena 
^ :Eataa^^^ *!Ly. Will you believe it P^--.-t Jl ™^^ 

^' ^^t ^*^^ <^postolix^ whicli fo\lo>vea '^^^^ 
^ O^e ^ ^^t day, and he was \>eset \y^ ^l^rJz % 
V-er ^^^%ainly he protested, declari^J ^^T^ ^^ 
:^axxxx^^!; and that the man's drawiixg tl^i^^^ ^^ 
^l^ut It, ^^^ery word he said turned into^.^^^x"^^* 
^^ olaance. ^^^^^ He was like tlie ofY^^^""®* 

^. w^sftl^ann an hour the good priest W \^^^!,^ 
To all the ninety numbers in the lotter^T ^*t®^^^ 
at loggerheads with each other. Nof ^aia^^.^ 
fyj, vveeks,— until those who had played 
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»ly refused to follow the advice of a friend to 
be odd dr«m, and who urged him to play the 

"l^nr"^, ^ **"** ?^ *»«"«'l ; " I k^ow her 
in^t ^ell to me during her life, and I don't 
pow that she's dead. She only means to play 

UTtor ^v T '^ ^ ^^^'l a bird to he U)Z 
getter play them." said his friend,-*nd they 
^tse of a week they met again. « By-the-wav » 

'^ t to T.uJ^ ^J^ **'*y *d I What a con- 

J, aad won a good round sum. with them too » 

< fo^«'* ^" "'n^*''^' cursed hixSf^ a 
-^ fo'-J"* pains. That very night, however 

^^xth m her. (no WMnan could he expected to 
•^^°^' St*^"'^^ «te were Ae^,)^,^ 

*ild scarcely eat his brft^Vf^.* ^*"u»iy lor tne 
Js numbers came up. « t^ j^^ [^^^ ^^ 

1 1'^''^" : ^Z ^** ^'*«^ *1»««^ I k»ew my^ f 

' ^^^ ^Stt^my^'^.^ "^« ^-- I ^S't 
thus abetted my passions, she then gave me a 
, because she knew I would play it.^1 J^t 

"»« l''**'To^trTo;^ ?^°^ «>f *»>« people « 
lUtobors f^'J "^^^^e^t- Nor is this 1^ easy 

^g unlucky. «'^em8elves,_g^3 Incky only 
OS, ftud ^'^^W'^etic With others.^ Se 
^t'bc «*'^{uoIt^i**«<i. no number or com! 
played r%* P^f^'^d consideration, and 
Ul f"^°^-HU>Tr'^ ^ve'^tiu life has a 
- ; -"'^ '^Unnt r*^*'** P»>d to dreams, 

b are *5T^Ahieot« ^fr *v '^»*«ct>ons for their 
ousauds of objects with the numbers supposed 
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le mailed to tb.e ** Libro dei Sogni," 

Vladonna, diamoxicLs, and thief, and at 

jry ; and, as lucle ^would have it, these 

> the great deligtit of the people if not 

lost a large sum of raoney. 

n Romans are tb.e true descendants of 

took auguries frora dreams, being of 

i messengers of the gods, — for, says 

IS from Jove. 1?h.ey made lustrations 

;, with heated vrater taken from the 

)se they sacrificed black sheep and laid 

apon the warm skin. Instead of the 

)W exists againett telling one's dreams, 

brary, that the influence of ill-omened 

ed by repeating them to the sun ; and 

t the palace in which she dwelt was to 

io avert evil consequences. They also 

had acquired the reputation for divina- 

9, and were cleverer at their trade, let us 

de Ghetto. The most celebrated in this 

ind Lucian makes mention of one of this 

who was the interpreter of dreams to 

ithors who distinguished themselves in 

ses upon it. TertuUian, for instance, in 

entions among others Antiphon, Strato, 

itippus, Dionysius Rhodius, and Epi- 

. seems to have had the highest reputa- 

of dreams. Besides these, Artemidorus 

8, Demetrius Phalerius, and Artimon 

1 wrote three books on this subject, the 

ihird twenty-eight books, -and to these 

nd Hermippus, who was a pupil of Philo, 

the interpretation of dreams. Of aU 

ne has been preserved; still we possess 

3d writers on this subject, among whom 

orus,Astramp8icus, Sinesius, Nicephorus, 

hat of Artemidorus is especially curious 

ains an ^labomte axjcount of the general 

reams, and of the particular significance 

>r instance of dancing, fighting, hunting, 

^^^^?'^ L PWts, earthq^kes, and 

various gods; of the differed parts 'of the 
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body, and of birds, beasts, rep*il^ i 
things relating to the toilette, ^^^ 
dress. In his fifth book lio GixvLoae 
actual dreams, with the true ^^^^^^^ 
well as of the events that ^^^^^ -x 
speaks of numbers as conneoteo wi 
aUudes to this subject, and a<yG0 not en 
According to Artemidonas, tlie ancie 
classes — somnia and insomnia '^^^ ^ 
mind and indicating future ^^^?^' ^^ 
more material conditions of tlie ooay, ; 
present. Macrobius, however, in nis wc 
says there are five kinds of dreams, caiif ; 
visio, oraculum, and visum C^r P^^^ ! 
no value in divination, as they ^f^/^^ ' 
The somnium was the oveipo^ ot tne G : 
the gods ; the vision was the appearar , 
the oraculum was the announcjement , 
parent, apriest, or a god ; all of which fo , 
by Scipio. Macrobius also gives us a ci 
lical meaning of numbers which siiouJ(i ^ 
play in the lottery. 

Though the Komans do not admit th( 
hehind their ancestors in all that relates 
they have an equal faith in their value a 
misfortune ; and a Koman of the lower i 
dream is sure at once to tell it to his fi I 
finally play it in the lottery, they purchi 
he; and why not, if, as Tertullian assur 
from God " — and there he ** no man sc 
known any dreams come true." 

The following extract from, Astrampsic 
from one of the almanacs in popular us< 
impossible to believe it is not modem : * 
he says, " presages an injury hy your ei 
holds a bee in his hand will see his hopes 
indicates calamitous voyages ; if you ar€ 
sign that you should dwell in a foreign co 
is of good augury ; if you walk over eart 
avoid the plots your enemies are devisii 
thoroughly Italian?); the appearance < 
fortune; eating grapes indicates ihat a i 
thunder heard in dreams ig the disooui 
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. - ^^pe y^.^ mdicatioa of placid haWte. and 

5^=^ of ih,^t,^ some annoyance.- Whaterer 
T-j^X^*" ^***""«l»'«t*tiona,thelaBtwe8haUaU 

t/iO*^ *^^^-^ »^« «»at I cannot consdentionsly 
V <"'^?feirSi^..*^ * P?^*''^ "»«>'» ^ty they are 

<^^ -^oS on ?if- ^\°^ °^ *«««• ApoUonin* 
-^^^nS^t^at ii' "^^^^ «^ scarcely be im- 

^*-^ti^^ Wtiug, in his "Life of Pytha- 
^ ^^^i '*^''"y prohibited hi. diBciS 

'^ f^«« iat?* Tr ^*^ '^^ '^ ^J^*"* « 

«**^ ?^™ • . "^^ Aristotle, Pliny, and 
b^aSMti. Plutaroh goes further, and ^ys that 

' ^ "^tci^tt^ •'•^ ^'^ *« ^ avoid<^^How 
'"f "rJ^ Lr"^* *™« '»'™^« from ttefc 
yt,ly:^ ^^'^ *<>"» so common an articl^ 

-fat »XB tob,,rt«i„pS!'^""*°*~»» 

'Azzz xiootem qaum somnia vera 

i« *i.«^xbrode'S<««ix,ottore1oS^*°^ 
^axziS <:»^ dreams and booka of ^~P^"- 
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lise and sink by pressure of tlie coniim 
IS caaed in a tin box wlricli snrzaounta 
This pereonage ia a charlatan, witi an 
numhera for the lottery^. The ''soft 
tongue in an uninterrupted streBJn of t 
U> the bystanders a number of Utth 
ptanetay or augury, on ^v^liioh^ &re pr 
" Who will buy a pianetay* he cries, 
hrmg him a prize ? H© shall hare liis 
Who does not need counsel rnnst sm 
Tommetto,' who never tel^ lies. An 
smaller in size. And Madama Afedea 
write you a fortune and bring yon a pj 
ciBature so wise as not to need coun 
keeps his baiocco and loses his prize. 
he'll get till he tries? Time's going^ 
buys ?^ And so on by the yard. Afea 
gape^ stare, wonder, and finally p^t thei 
with their haiocchi, and buy their p&pett 
on his paper to verify it, and returns 
several are Ihus collected, he opens th 
posits them therein with a certain cej 
exhortatory discourse to the manikins it 
Maestro Tommetto and his brother, are 
imps, while Madama Medea Plutonia is . 
t£n^ reverenza^ Maestro Tommetto!'* **[ 
metto !" he now begins. The puppet bov 
Again he bows. '' Lesto, Signore^ tin 
sir, a little turn !" And round whirls t 
to make a registry on the ticket ! and d< 
Tommetto !" And up the imp goes, a 
neck of the bottle. Then comes a burst < 
ness from the charlatan. Turning now 
through the same role with him. "i 
make a reverence, and follow your husba 
** Ed ora, Madama liledea, Co 
Fa Tina reverenza col tno \h 
E via I su! nn piceolo girei 
Lesto, presto, su, sotto il t€ 
-^1 caro marito, al bello Mo] 
Al buono, amabile, tuo ton 
And up she goes. A moment after, down 
caU; he lifts the cover of the box; cri< 
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orr*^'?Z^^^e^rTlii^n inscription, I^^^Jiibits *i, 
&es***-^L.x»<i ^'^ l»e takes fL **** <Jia*!fv^* P«PeBL.« i. 

0^ how many of ., - -P^un* them 5 

,ell *** 



Its this e^anime the bej^^gm E^S^ 

' last tro^P ^!« to Cd th^'^l^t^t 

Be wbS msenwble, and the r„» !^ "^ed 

or not. ^«^7 V ""''e J-r^T, T^ 

)eing proposed to bleed bim, those t^ ^^'^ 

dead protested, on the ground thaf ♦i **<* 

-"•' me use 



GAjfESU.IL SORTILEGIO. 

of the lancet would affect the fairness of the I 
pky, things have now much changed since 
Thynne left the club at White's in disgust, beet 
twelve hundred guineas in two months. Then 
of one of Fox's mornings, about the year ] 
Walpole has left us, and the truth of which 1 
which it would be well for those to read wh 
justice to the Italians for their love of the loth 
Italy is in these respects behind England hy ha 
is as idle to argue hard-heartedness i^ ^ j^ 
drops of blood at a beheading as to suppQgg ^^^^ ^ 
feeling, because in the bet we have tnentioned 
against the use of the lancet, or to deny kiadline 
lectures on structure and disease while hg remove 

Vehement protests against the lottery ^q^j gjj 
uttered in Italy as elsewhere ; and anjong them 
passage from " L'Asino " by one of the most powe 
writers, Guerrazzi : — 

" Is not Tuscany the garden of Italy ? Qq g^y 
the Florentines add, that Florence is the Athens of 
both seem beautiful. Let us search in Tuscany. 
Mugello, in the midst of an olive-grove is a cei 
vines, which have taken root in the outer walls i 
their summit, fall into the inclosed space, as il 
garland Death with vine-leaves and make it smiU 
strange guardians of the tombs, two fig-trees give 1 
fruit to recompense the piety of the passers-by, giving 
for a De Profundis ; while the ivy, stretching its wan 
black cross, endeavours to clothe the austere sign of 
with the jocund leaves of Bacchus, and recalls to 
mad Phryne who vainly tempted Xenocrates. A bea 
by my faith 1 a cemetery to arouse in the body an ] 
die, if only for the pleasure of being buried there. 
Look into my magio-lantem. What figures do you 
with a pick ; after him a peasant with a spade ; and 
woman with a hatchet: the priest holds a corpse d, 
peasant, with one blow, strikes off its ^^^^ ' \1 
carefully rearranged, priest, peasant, and ^^^^' ""' , 
head into a sack, return as thjeame. Attenti^^no^ 
.the picture What figures are these that nowapp^^^^ 
a fire that has not its superior, even in ^^^.}f^S><es 
and what do you see? Eixt^^ ^^^ ^tieftt, the peasa 
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^t empty a sack into the caldron. Lo 1 a head 
.^^^ ■ ^J»« water, and floats to the surface, now showing 
-i>^^yC^ ^ f»<»- - '^*»® I^*^ lielp us 1 It is an abominable 
^*^ ^-*>%. l»ead, with its ashy open Ups, seems to say, 
..sisr^j^C^'^^ljiUtiaa burial! That is enough. Only take 
7^^^ oy* '^^ .\ ^>eautiful middle of the nineteenth 
^ ^^^'^ "*** violated, and a sacrilege committed, to 
'C'^C>^\e!^ b«^ <»f * corpse good numbers to play in the 
'^V'^'^^y of corollary, add this to your note, that in 
v^^y J^i,i»°- ™ ^'isoany. Garden of Italy, it is pro- 
.*/«*** 0evete8t pei^lties to play at Faro, Zecchinetto, 
"^k*^ w» « ■''*'?' , ***^*'" similar games at cards, where 
\tO^^ the whole or half the stakes, while the govem- 
' Zr '^'^e P^y P - Lottery, by which, out of one 
^Ze> Vv chances ot winning, eighty are reserved for the 
3^fi>*» lo allowed to the player. Finally, take note that 
*''Z *y^ i^iM^ ""* "^ Tuscany, Garden of Italy, Fim,, 
'^^ ^'^jHera were prohibited, as acknowledged pests of 
'i^^**^ ^A o^^ J^ ^°'**^ customs,— as a setoff 

<^^ ^^t^ the game of the Lottery is still kept on foot" 
>^.^*»fr^stoty hew alluded to by Guerrazri, improbable 
^^i***5«a upon ftct. and was clearly proved, on judicial 
;c»*\^ti*» vea** ^^T " '^ ^®11 known in Tuscany, and 
i^ Zf^^f » 8»ti"«^'?«^ti'e("n Sortilegio") by Giusti, 
»* Z4^<' '^Lyet, «f *"** Are and genius, who has lashed the 
,t?J^^ P^ verses jenaarkable for point, idiom, and power. 
t*^^^**"^*,*} loetbod of divination resorted to in this case 
*^^^'r^^e sorcerer who invented it ordered his dupes to 
>o ^Z^^^^rx or twilight, ninety dry chick-i«as, cdled 
'^^ ' 0-^ vToi *^ to write one of the ninety numbers 
tH^*" e^'^Zr ^«ritb an mk made of pit<di and lard, which 
iP^*^^**^^'!'/ ^"^l' ^^ r** ^^"^ to 8l>ai«n a knife, 
^^ ^^*^^Z^^'= ^t'^.-^^f^ ^"^""^ ^o one during the 
^ f f * K e. <3»y of ^*"'f' *t*^J^*^* to dig up at i^ht a 
e *?^f*^^aod, b»^?! '">* °*f *^« head and remov^ the 
»'»'*,^^^ti'»* *^^ beans thnce, and to shake them thrice, 
itly ^f%^ ^^s, to put them one by one into the skull. 

y^erf^^ *?1»^ ''' * tit?V i'^*^' ""i ^ ^^ the fire 

on ti^^-k^K^e water boded violently, the head would bo 

^-n t^ ^^e of the ^^T^'^ ^ «J«^. -^d the fim 

^ "^S^^t^^ ^'r'n dui Sr "'^'^'^ l^e a sure fcnu, 

'*4r '^^ *^' *'^*'*^ ^ ^'*'^hl« device. They 



I. 



H 



GAMES— ^*^^ ^^^, ^hoh 

selected tl.e head ^^ f^t^^i^ f^S'^A 

any numbers from t»»» "^ <3o«*'*^ .■^■aoe • r ^ 

Some one, I li«^« '**' Jj *b« ^^"^^'KK 
nuxnbe«,tha; bubble*^."^ *r««^?''f S^^^VV 
that I cannot g«tif5- ^^rtxpi^^'^'flfct^ t\ 

Pespite a t^de-spreaa ^t^ earfs*,/^^ '/ ^^^^ , 
lottery, it still contintocs «^ «n<J ^^i^ ^C^ J 

habitsandprejudices of jn^^pla, a«d^^^ 3 % 
hold of the passions of */»& ^.^^iona Wok^ ^v ; | 
Nor are there ©ver ^^^*'^'T«yrstexo^—^f^A^ I 
this, as of other reprobate** ^-^ ,^„riVe o/^i^^^ ^^ 
its abolition would not od'^ exoplojei .^^X\3 
sistence numbers of V^^^ji^nendeat ..W^^ ' 

would cutoff certain Chariton® ,f ''/jr. 4.% ^^ 
than forty thousand scudi ^?Tig gives %r^^ V 
the do^ of forty scudi which 2jf^^^ y^ ? 

the government at the dr»^%^t of th ''*f ^ T 
the poor girls of Eome. ^he h^* 0/ y,o,^ Y^ . 

charity is open to all, and <=^^^ZP'^t,^K 
rtvaoherinmi in the lottery deoiaesttig^^^jj^ 

the^ subsequent day, each receives a ^^.^^^ ci,^ 

government, payable on the presenfafioQ A)^ 

riage. On the accession of the present p' «> 

to abolish the lottery system ; but these coasfT' « 1 

had -weight enough to prevent any cian<,J^ 

system rooted in the habits and thoughts oflhe ■ 

be difficult if ^^^j dangerous to decree ftg im] 

even the Jtaliaj^ goyemment has not as yet v 

■with it- 

T^"^^ *i« Vlnj is generaUy smaJI, large fortx 

f'?^*rti,^. family of the Marchese del Cii 

r^ :;7 *'«e and fortune from the luck c 

SS acq^Ji"; '"^^ high^» P-^e, » ^~r"anc 
Cinque, "of tK ^■""'^J^ ^" "'"•1"''*!^'. ha 
The Villa 0,, ^''''' '° "'erencc to the m 

similar circle 1"°**- ^'°''"' '" ^""^ "^1^ 
VOL. I. '"Stance. A lucky UonsiS°^°^^ 
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O^JIfJBS — TO 

of "Rome for ^s^^^fes "beFore ^Ixey take 
attiacted first l>y tlie imposing ^fvord . 
and blackest of letters. This is, in fa • 

the/esto, and at-tiracts lar^e ziiinibers . 
nary lottery, only ninetjr numbers are \ 
blank spaces for fifteen muinhGrs, wbic 
and registered duly at tlie afSce or hot 
The price of tickets in any single To , 
ferent Tmibdas it varies, of course, ac j 
prizes. These are generally five, nan 
terno, Cinguino, and Tornbola, though 
or TomMetta is added. The drawin; 
same manner as in the ordinary lotti ^ 

A large staging, with a pavilion, is e | 

are to superintend the drawing stand. ^ 

in which the numbers are placed after 1 
and proclaimed, and a boy gaily dress© 
numbers are drawn; and as each iss 
hibited on a large card. N^ear hy stanc 
so as to be visible to all, with ninety c 
ninety nnmbers, and on this, also, ever 
it is drawn. The first person who has 
numbers gains an Ambo, which is wi 
first has three numbers drawn on a lii 
with the Quaterno and Cinquino. The 
prize, is won by whoever first has his w 
As soon as any one finds two of the drs 
his tieket, he cries, « Arnbor at the top 
^mised on the pavilion, the hand plays, i 
while the claimant at once makes his wa 
form to present his ticket for examinatio 
of " Ambo,'' " Temo;^ ** Qtuxternor take 
rustle all around. Everybody looks on 
who is immediately to he seen running 
which opens before Kim, cheering him aj 
be poor and needy, and greeting him w 
rently well to do in the world. Someti; 
claimants for the same prize, in which cas 
The Arnbo is soon taken, and there is litt 
when it comes to tlie Qtuitemo or Ci. 
common, and the claimant is almost alwa 
jests. After his ticket has been examined 
is exhibited with ^m.ho, Temo, QmUmo 



« his incvr. '*'«*i niair«« 1- **'««^ is 
^r^ in^ ^^ it ^^"^l^tonthe 
table tixe otb^*^ ^ thrown do*^' »»<! any ^ ,t^' «>«» 
them « they ^^^^^rr^C^, ^^ a ^ of ^ '"'^^f' 
>n issue hefor^^^t^ke on th^^8 to the nui"?^ 
aealer wins ^^Z.% *»^«. the S^*^ 5 but wh^^*'^««' 

"has bet. ^**^^1 F«»es, bm "^^^W W° ^ "^ «»fd 

re ample tba**.^,^ «8 u !« ,^ 't ig • *• /^othttg 

'is said to ha^^i^e ''^T "^J V*?^ «f i'i «ffid tJT" 
a friend's house, »*jjorse« and X?.*^<i *c«rf«atT^^^ ** 

,Lh she staked Ix^ef^^'^.^'^-tthSL"*^ ^h ch S^*'*,*^' 
^totakeherboBO^'^and, sayfej^ also. Shett. •*'^* 
le prince, ber b Jf^., and ^ijfjhat she td ^LT^ 

.d horses at ^^*^»t »be ^liStTl '**'»«" <« ^ ^^^ ^' 
bis he answered, *»* S*^* ***«„» ^ *« sent for 

ligedtodo. » flPecinien of*. ' ** 

. serve at leas* *^-.as. Of ♦},„ *^ **»« games «f ,. 
the Romans at c«J^ are Z ^^'^ Cnf ***"«' 

ople. The first of *^^ or to^r^^ *''e^St^*'"? «"» 
pV by either ^^^.(^^P^rBons. ^e&/ 
nts as two; the ^^spot as^^ ^^ ««r ^"een W^"' 
,g) as four; thetb^^n,andV^dtheacei"!,l'«»' 
.are dealt to eac^^^^ ^4 1;,*^« ^^I^enS 
led as trump, or -^ jace is sudi,,,. P'*ys. and, aftJr 
^d is played, it0 ^f the tru^^^f by a Be^' *»=« 
each. Eveiycard^^ as nST^* t«kes anyejrf 5 
it*. Each player *j\ewhocoSts"!;:'»ti^-ca4afi.«^ 
theendofthegatiJ^;^ the vaCJ ^« '"ost w^ !ltJ," 
^ made according * « ot the cai^g^ 9a\Sed 

. games than this »J^, ^'iSrf*- *°^ ^"^o^retOh ^ 
,u?te3 of the Sii^l^' Mon«gnor^ and ^^ ^- 





CHAPTER YII. 

MAY IN BOME. 

AY has come again, — ** the delioate-fcx 
hidden in flowers as she wanders o 
and the cool breeze of the Oampagw 
loosened hair. She calls to us fron 
leave the wells of dajocip churches ai 
and to come abroad and meet her v 
look down from roseate heights of vanishing s 
waving grain. The hedges have put on their hei 
and flowers, and, girdled in at their waist by 
stagger luxuriantly along the road like a druB 
cession, crowned with festive ivy, and holdini 
clusters of elder-blossoms like thyrsi. Among i 
be seen thousands of beautiful wild flowers, 
laurustinas, all sorts of running vetches and 
delicate vases of dewy morning-glories, clust 
sweet-brier roses, fragrant acacia-blossoms cov< 
buzzing flies, the gold of glowing gorses, and s 
yellow flowers, of which I know not the names, 
straggle and cluster vines, grass, and the hun 
which go by the ignoble name of weeds ; and ot 
by the green cord of the stalk, balance the rent 1 
of flaming scarlet poppies that seem to have fe 
dulating swell of the Campagna is here ablaze t 
and there deepening with growing grain, or sno\ 
of daisies. Music and song, too, are not wantinc 
are in the hedges. The lark, " from his moist c 
down his trills of incessant song from invisible 1 
and whenever one passes the wayside groves, a i 
bubble into song. The oranges, too, are in bio 
air; locust-trees, are tasselled with odorous flc 
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(rails o£ tlie Campagna TiUa bursts a caficado of vin«. n^^ar^ ™vf, 
>amy B^^nksia roses. ^^ coFered wi^i 

The Oamival of the kitcW-gardens is now commencing Peas 

les the oontedtnt- f»w- "^^f*'"^ -And great beans lie about 

es do the 8am« .1 *v TV*^' ^'^^^ '^'^ »tgnona of the noble 

mch a 1^ C t"^ ^1:\ '^'''^ *^« S*'^'^ «»d think 

.tanles of food fi» T ^ ^® lettuces, which are one of the 
itapies ot tood for the Eoman people, and so crisn fresh 
.and high-flavoured, that he whV^te them ^r^ S 
S^d ^ntTV ^"^J*** ^- '---V^o^ tatter S 
ST^ .^J" "^"^^ '^ "^"^ ^ ^^r, they are 
or the gods ; and even in their natu^ state, without wndH 

,ven the oondin.e^'^*^rlJ*^?^J^ "P^*^ «^«'? 
the ^risD wet W^-» P ,*''™ching their white teeth 

loselr-packed mMs«Tf fr ^ °«y «» <»rts laden high 

Me. T^w^^a^fr;^-^^ 

Jhon«and,. thousand pardons, O mighty Cavolo«— how 
omit thy august name? On my l^e^ O poteAteiTf 
r cmve forgiveness! I will bum at thy sh^e t^ 
as, in penance, if thou ^It pardon the sin Ld^e^f 
,«» / The smoke of thy altai^fires, the stea^^tbv 
the odours of thy sanctity rise from everyTp^thS 

a6» ar ix^ the hut of poverty, in the convent wS 
/v?" «,uf>,_in the wooden platter of the bee«.r ^X 
,f^o J>«^oe. thou fillest our nostrils. ^T^tl 



MAY" VILLA .V£(N 

onr Stomach. Far away, ^^/"^^^''J^'^ij ^^v 
of "Boman Joya ;" a ^Ui^ ^f^ 'M ^ >> ^ 
liear me back to tli© Eternal OJt,>, th^ ^/^'^^ ^^-^ 
of the Cabbage, the lxom& ^f t^a A^^^^ H^ _ "^ 
Ye8,aa PariTis recalled "J^/^,^ S "^ ^^i^*^"^*?^^ 
the damp steam of malt, «o «fcaJ' J'''*(. V ^ ^»^i^*- ^ 
are fiUed with thy penetr»*i^f.5^f ''Og ^^w^k^* -«^/ 
Saunter out at ai^ of the *"*^f ^^ < ^ ^ ""^ " ' 






Giovanni (and where will J^^«,^''l'>^^ 1 ^ ^^l 
down from the windows of ^^^ ,^J/k ?^^ ^^^ ^'^7^', 
surely fall on one of the Ro^^ i^^^i!^'^^^^ o H 

even rows and squares of ^^^;, ^^^6?>^*^^^^<& ''^ /^ 
tasteful in thei?arran^einexit than ^ V^*^^^^< 2>-f ^ 
vegetables. A gx^t cistern f^^^^^^^e^^ "^^ ^ Sf-Sf^ 
the ground, which is used for tbe P^rp^'^^i^._ "^^^/tZf'^^f ^"^ 
nightfall the vent is ov^nea, ^^^ j.^^^^ f^^^ jvt,^^^^C'"^-o:^^* 
banking the channelled rayf^^ to let thj^^-^ ^.^^^a^^ ^^^t^^^tf' 
hundreds of little lanes of intersectioti ^ ^^iu^^f^^e J^^^^ZlS^^ « 
and then banking them up at the entTan^J'?^r.a/^ ^^ ^-^J^^^ tZ" 
of water has entered. In this way they fenir^ ^ "^'^mc^"' ^^^h^^^ 
which else would parch under the contjc^!^,^ "^^^ J-c^^lt^^^*^^^'"^^ 
indeed, is all the fertilization thej need,^^^ f ^^^- A^^ ^ '''^'^' 
over the Campagna. The accretions and ihc^^%'^ *^^ ^01^^11 
years have covered it with a loam whose richneaa an^^'i'^^^^^ ^*^^ 
astonishing Dig where you will, for ten feet down, ^dyZTSt Tt 
pass through its wonderfully fertile loam into gravel, aj^d tlie »liei^tes.t 
labour is repaid a hundred-fold. 

As one looks from the Yilla Negroni windows, be caTmot:. f «k.i.V ^ 
be impressed by the strange changes through which this wo^O^rt^^ 
city has passed. The very spot on which Nero, the insaii^ ^-wttS^e^ 
artist^ fiddled while Eome was burning has now become a vaa*^ ^^ *^^ ^ 
garden, belonging to Prince Massimo (himaelf a i^escen*l»^i^_^^^^^^^ 
claims, of Fabius Cunctator), where men no longor^but ^'^ r?^^^ ^t^ 
asparagus, and artichokes, are ruthlessly cut down. tVi^^ -£>^ 

dations are not for mock sea-fights among slaves, liu^t ^!^^ _^^ \^ 
ful purposes of irrigation. And though the fiddle of ^*^^ ^ci.t:»>'> 
traditional, the trumpets of the French, murdering many ^.j^^^^^i:^ *^ 
strain near by, are a most melancholy fact. In the ^*^^^-t^ '^~ 
valley, a noble old villa, covered with frescoes, has ^^^^ 3.^* 
into a manufactory of bricks, and the very YiUa Neg^^^ l^^^'' 
now doomed to be the site of a railway station, ^^^^^-^^^^ 
princely family of Negroni lived ; and the very My »t ^^ ^^^.-u*- 
Lucrezia Borgia took her famous revenge may ouce b^^ 
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B, which still glow witih ripening oranges, to feed the 
e fountain, — or walked with stately friends through 
I of clipped cypresses, and pic-nicked dUa Gtorgione 
sh are now but kitchen-gardens, dedicated to San 
ases me, also, descending in memories to a later time, 
le summer-house built above the gateway, and recall 
Shelley and Keats came there to visit their friend 
ist (for that was his studio), and look ovot the same 
Jens, and speak words one would have been so glad 
coming still later down, to recall the hearty words 
rt of one of America's best sculptors and my dear 
Crawford. 

ghosts of t^e past waken at nightfall to wander 
gardens, they would be startled by the wild shriek 
le iron steed with his fieiy eyes and vaporous breath, 
lehind him the long and clattering train from Naples, 
through ancient walls, and tombs, and modem viue- 
ress-alleys to stable himself at last within the walls 
ncient baths. 

1 to the kitchen-gardens. Pretty as they are to the 

ot considered to be wholesome; and no Roman wUl 

Qear one of them, especiaUy if it lie on the southern 

e, so that the Sdrocco and the prevalent summer 

r it. The daily irrigation, in itself, would be suffi- 

a^ aU Italians away ; for they have a deadly fear of 

smg ftom decomposing vegetable substances, and 

go<^ deal of truth, that, wherever there is water on 

is decomposition. But this is not the only reason ; 

)rejudice exists in regard to all kinds of gardens, 

i or not,— and even to groves of trees and clusters of 

ation of any kmd, around a house. Thisisthereal 

en m their country villas, their trees are akuost 

it a distance from the house, so as to expose it to the 

, It a free ventilation : trees they do not care for; 

etermmed foe, and therefore they will not purchase 

lade from fohage at the risk of the damp it is sup- 

.I"l ^1 tr'''**tV^''^^^«'' gardens are not thought 

^^^Z^.Tt^^ ^^^^ the cold, diy winds 



MAY— FEVERS. 

eartli is dry, there is no danger of fever, 
nightfall, and then simply because of the 
porous and baked earth then inhales and exp 
has given a thorough, drenching lain, Rome 

fever. 

Kome has with strangers the reputation c 

this opinion I cannot think well founded, — t. 

^he common belief. The diseases of child 

very light, while in America and England tt 

and typhus fevers, those fearful scourges in t 

Borne only under most mitigated forms. 

virulence there; and for diseases of the th 

alone is almost curative. The great curse oi 

mittent fever, in which any other /illness is 

except in its peculiar phase of JPemiciasa, tho 

by no means a dangerous disease,^and has the 

a specific remedy. The Romans themselves oj 

suffer from it, and I cannot but think that v 

may be easily avoided. Those who are most 

labourers and contadini on the Campagna ; an 

wise with them ? They sleep often on the bar. 

straw under a hut just large enough to adn 

Their labour is exhausting, and performed in 

a violent perspiration they are often exposed to 

checks. Their food is poor, their habits ca 

require an iron constitution to resist what 

despite the life they lead and their various ej 

the most part a very strong and sturdy class. 

fever is undoubtedly a far from pleasant thii 

who are terrified at it in Rome give it no thoi 

where it is more prevalent, — and. while they ce 

live with undisturbed confidence in cities where 

fevers annually rage. v , , 

It is a singular fact, that the French soldien 
the siege of Rome, suffered no inoonvemence or i: 
from sleeping on the Campagna, and that, desp 
the contrary, very few cases of fev^ appeare 
lastedMuring the summer months. 1 He reasoi 
to be found in the fact that they were better do 
in every way more careful of themselves 
Foreigners, too, who visit Borne, are very seldo 
mittent fever ; and it may truly be ««jd that, 
for the most part, their own fault. XHere is i 



* fool- « ,u ^ho .' ^tuT^"^ ofV^i^ ih ^^ 

What. thei», ^^L 'Wruie, , ^4* y?«» e^e^ ^e ^ *V« 

habite they are ^^ry .^^^ « of;. « "OfleS,*««.od>'«l: 

be persuaded to pu-tafce of a^3e!'^ -»i, « ^^^•^*.sl^'^ 
their hour for eatmg, jj, ^J^i/^^ eat 3. ^^e fi^ ««api;. 

your table fastiDg, Respite Tvi '*^'*' tie •"^'^tf feS^' '« «« tu 
a«. also yerr ateteOUoas in X"^ O ^ '^'^^a J "t' ««d^^'^ 

they take a slghtl^obJ ^'^e V*^ ?^°° «J 1' **« iVu^?*^ 
J^« lasts them nJi dfl'°''P«^c}T* 4^^^ oA^^ O^^^ 



MAY— ITALIAN HABITS. 
Wlien diimer is taken in the middle of the eisLv 
This is the rule of the better classes. Tlie ^ll 
classes, after their cup of coffee and hit of l>read 
morning, take nothing until night, except a^notih 
hread,— and their dinner finishes their meals ctfter^tl 
From my own observation, I should say tH^^ 
certainly eat more than half as much as a O ^nrx^ 
much as an American. The climate will not a.11 ^' 
and much less food is required to sustain t,lxG ^Ti 
America, where the atmosphere is so stimula.t;irk^ 7^^ 
digestion, or in England, where the depressing. fflT 
must he counteracted by stimulants. Go t^^ * 
season, and you will at once know all the ^^^Ush^h^ 
by their bottle of ale or claret or sherry or braii<3^ • f ° 
assimilates with difficulty, and unwilUngly p^^^ ' ^^ 
The fresh American will always be recogniz©<i j^ ^ ^ 
which he calls a breakfast. ^ 

If you wish to keep your health in Italy, follow 
the Italians. Eat a third less than you are accustom 
Do not drink habitually of brandy, porter, ale, or eve 
confine yourselves to the lighter wines of the countrv 
Do not walk much in the sun ; ** only Englisltmen I 
that, as the proverb goes ; and especially take heed 
yourself, when warm, to any sudden changes of tej | 
you have heated yourself with -walking in the sun, be i 
go at once, and espedally towards nightfall, into t ; 
shaded streets, which have begun to gather the damp/ . 
cool by the high thick walls of the. bouses. Heme? 
diiference of temperature is very great between the i 
streets and the high, sunny Pincio. If you have the i 
be of the male sex, and especially if you suffer undei 
the first great Csesar in being bald, buy yourself a litl 
is as good as his laurels for the pur^se), and put it i 
whenever you enter the churches and cold galleries, 
fever here is the result of suddenly checked transp 
skin; and if you will take the precaution to cool 5 ' 
entering churches and galleries, and not to expose : 
warm to sudden changes of temperature you inaj 
years in Kome without a fever. I>o n«C stand m dri 
air, and shut your windows when you go to bed^^ Tb 
tTv ^ i;v« « /nirrent of air, and with ref 
an Itahan fears IJ^e » ^^^^^^^ windows. If be ' 
never sit between two doors or i/wv ** 

see you and is in the least warm, pray him to keep h. ^ 
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he is cool, if yo^ '^^^^^ ^ conrteons to him. You will find that 
he will always ^i«e *^« »!»« ^w^^tZesao to you. The reason why 
yon should shut your windows at night is very simple. The night- 
air is invariably ^^V «^^ cold, contrasting greatly with the warmth 
of the day, a»d it is then that the miasma from the Campagna drifts 
into the <aty. -^^^ ^^> ^^ American friends I repress your national 
love for hot room* and great fires^ and do not make an oven of your 
9(don. Bake yourselves, kiln-dry yourselves, if you choose, in your 
fumaced houses at home, but, if you value your health, ** reform 
that altogether " ^ Italy. Increase your clothing and suppress your 
fires, and you ^^^ ^^ yourselves ^better in head and in pocket. 
With your great fires you will always be cold and always have 
colds ; for the houses are not tight, and you only create great 
draughts thereby. You will not persuade an Italian to sit near 
them ;— te will, on the contrary, ask your permission to take the 
farthest corner away from the fire. Seven winters in Rome have 
convinced me of the correctness of their rule. Of course, you do not 
believe me or them ; but it would be better for you if you did, — 
and for me, too, when I come to visit you. 

But I must beg pardon for all this advice ; and as my business is 
not to write a medical thesis here, let me return to pleasanter 
things. 

Scarcely does the sun drop behind St. Peter's on the first day of 

May, before bonfires begin to blaze from all the country towns on 

the mountain-sides, showing like great beacons.' This is a custom 

founded in great antiquity, and common to the North and South. 

The first of May is the Festival of the Holy Apostles in Italy ; but 

iu Germany, and still farther north, in Sweden and Norway, it is 

WcUpurgianachtf when goblins, witches, hags, and devils hold high 

holiday, mounting on their brooms for the Brocken. And it was on 

this night that Mephistopheles carried Faust on his wondrous ride, 

and showed him the spectre of Margaret with the red line round 

her throat. 

1^1 the Neapohtan iowns great fires are built on this festival, 

around which the people dance, jumping through the flames, and 

nmging themselves about in every wild and ftintastic attitude. 

Similar bonfires may a/go fye seen blazing everywhere over the hills 

aoa on the Campagna on the e^® ^^ *^® ^^ ^^ ^*^ Giovanni, which 

^TB on the 24th of June' »^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^""^ * medicine to 

Jiff? ^^ rounds and cute 's^ ^^* ^^^"^ daylight and pluck the 

..Tf/^^ef c&lledptlairo (kt J<>^^^ ^^^*)' ^^ ^*^® ^ infusion of 

dAw *^e sun 18 up . hilt a.* ^^^ ®^^** ^ ®^^ ^^ *^® ®^® ^^ *^^8 

"»7 to place a plate of Ult^Lt tJ:^^ ^^'' ^^' ^* ^ ^^® witches' festival, 



Ma tt J^rox^T'xr 



^AJ^- 



*^<inooneof tlie tril>© <^^-u«sr *b^ ^^^ 



punting every grain, « *«-fe ^^^^^ *^ 
fif* *tug«ave you frozxi &^^r±l' '^^X^stl B»ieg 

'ttestohelpheroouxzt. ^e^^^ <:^mton^ 

^ -^eae are relics of the ^^fp J^^ v^i>^*l ,**« , 
l?^«c«^arly described l>3^ ^^XS^^^^^^i 
25" «f "fauw, hay. ana otfaf^^ ^^ a««m^^^ 

clj;,'«'flttences-the x"***^^^ *^ *«*^i^ '^^ 
aS^" wrho were too Y'^^'^m *^^^^ "^S. 

J>tL^cil "iuTrullo,;- *^"^^i *>V^ 

oj^f'i^g through the fire* *S^*t **»'*^i™«V SR. 



*«»tf!!^® «^ of St. John- „ ^Z^S. '*^ 'i^^^ '^t. "^ '*'*.' 
**^!f. and wiich was »!^U^^' '*^.L^^^^'5'=*^ 



^t^-^ey should he bun»r: ctti'^*'^ ;h«* '*^^^<> 

2r^e^«« «* J2ome. I^<> ^e ^'°e XX^* 



5f*Zi^*^"^€a crrc»wl at tbe ^** plr select^ f A 

*s ^ l»l.°^ '"'« *«»-» <a«.y8. »?i.!h delight- .^«' ' 

^.^*>^^ &> a.x^«C>^ iiMa crowds, the weather „ set 

W*ir«Prf«er, .^.<a. thenitisthatEomes^os, 

^e*/ ^d i*^er, fcia« »m:>.z3 is a daily blessing, all Natt 

^•^^^,*"^er, ^:M=M.<=i. one may spend days on the C 

4»t« t^^s anci jrfe-^«:». Stay in Borne during Ma 

V^t'^fe'^^^ ^^^ « traveller who derit^B*-^: 
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Noiih, and all its sports and gaieties take tbeiuse their tone. The 
houses are built to shut out the demon of Froet, and to protect me 
from his assaults of ice and snow. Let him howl about your win*' 
dows and scrawl his wonderful landscapes on your panes, and pHe 
his fimtastic wreaths outside, while yon draw roimd the blazing 
hearth and enjoy the artificial heat and warm in the social conyerse 
that he provokes. Your punch is all the better for his threats; by 
contrast you enjoy the more. Or brave him outside in a fljing 
sledge, careering with jangling bells over wide wastes of snow, while 
the stars, as you go, fly through the naked trees that are glittering 
with ice-jewels, and your blood tingles with excitement, and your 
breath is blown like a white incense to the skies. That is the real 
Korth. How tame he will look to you when you go back in August 
and find a few hard apples, a few tough plums, and some sour little 
things which are apologies for grapes! He looks sneaky enough 
then, with his make-believe summer, and all his fiirs off. 

No, then is the time for the South. All is simmering outside, 
and the locust saws and shrills till he seems to heat the air. You 
stay in the house at noon, and know what a virtue there is in thick 
walls which keep out the fierce heats, in gaping windows and doors 
that will not shut because you need the ventilation. You will not 
now complain of the stone and brick floors that you cursed all winter 
long, and on which you now sprinkle water to keep the air cool in 
your rooms. The blunders and stupidities of winter are all over. 
The breezy loggia is no longer a joke. You are glad enough to sit 
there and drink your wine and look over the landscape. Mariuccia 
brings in a great basket of purple and white grapes, which the wasp 
envies you as you eat, and comes to share. . And here are luscious 
figs bursting their sugary skins, and apricots rusted in the sun, and 
velvety peaches that break into juice in your mouth, and great black- 
seeded water-melons. Nature empties her cornucopia of fruits, 
flowers, and vegetables over your table. Luxuriously you enjoy 
them and fan yourself and take your siesta^ with full appreciation of 
your ddce far niente. When the sun begins to slope westward, if 
you are in the country, you wander through the green lanes fes- 
tooned with vines and pluck grapes as you go ; or, if you are in the 
city, you saimter the evening long through the streets, where all the 
world are strolling, and take your granita of ice or sherbet, and talk 
over the things of the day and the time, and pass as you go home 
groups of sin^^ers and serenaders with guitars, flutes, and violins, — 
serenade, perhaps, sometimes, yourself; and all the time the great 
planets and stars throb in the near heavens, and the soft air full of 
t^e fragrance of orange-blossoms blows against your cheek. And 



you can leaHy say Tl«« ^^ *^-^^^^<;«/i, < 
laiiclxaswhat you feel, J^ ^^ **^^ >or *ia 
^ But pray remember «»«-^^ *^'^*«rl^^/w v, 
«>r the nine hot iiaonfci»«» ^x»*i *«* ^uise/fer 

you choose to spend ^]^^'^r ^^^^^^^i^ff- oj^ 
^hat modified to resp^* **— -**"«T^^ *'^t|v^ 
"We no idea of <^^^^lx'^ ^ t<- ^•"'»0-> 

inclusion- TiDonsligb* :P_^rr^Z -**_^ j^u J, *\. ' 



<50Q, 







it»&^*^«*-. x^unT, -fclia-^si* children ru" ""; \,vLtif"i '■"™^ 
:!*-V^ ^'fo^^^ i« tbe^e careless *- ,, eve^ ^^«' 
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easy and caieles® in ^ out^of-dooni life of the commou peopfo ^1/ 
po^s unsought, all groupings accidental, all action unaffected and 
iBa)nscious. On® ^^^ Kature at every turn,— not braced up in 
prim fonns, npt conscious m manners, not made up into the fa«liL- 
able or the proper, but impulsive, free, and simple. With the whole 
street looldng on, they are as unconscious and natural as if ikey 
were where no eye could see them,— ay, and more natui^I, too, than 
t is poesihle for some people to be, even in tlie privacy of their soli- 
tary rooms. They sing at the top of their lungs as they ait on their 
door-Bteps at their work, and often shout from house to house across 
the street a long conversation, and sometimes even read lettera from 
upper windows to their friends below in the street The men and 
women who cry their fruits, vegetables, and wares up and down the 
city, laden with baskets or panniers, and often accompanied hy a 
donkey, stop to chat with group after group, or get into animated 
debates about pnces, or exercise their wits and lungs at once in re- 
partee in a very amusmg way. Bveryhody is in dishabilie in the 
morning, but towards twiUght the girls put on their better dresses, 
and comb their glossy raven hair, heaping it up in great solid braids, 
and, hanging two long golden ear-rings in their ears and neckJaces 
round their full necks, come forth conquering and to conquer, and 
saunter bare-headed up and down the streets, or lounge about the 
doorways or piazzas in groups, ready to give back to any jeerer as 
good as he sends. You see them marching along sometimes in a 
broad platoon of ^"^^ or six, aU their hrows as straight as if they had 
been ruled, and their great dark eyes flashing out under them, ready 
in a moment for a laugh or a frown. What stalwart creatures they 
are ! What shoulders, bosoms, and backs they have I What a 
chance for the Itu^gs under those stout bodices I and what finished 
and elegant heads I They are certainly cast in a large mould, with 
nothing mean or meagre about them, either in feature or figure. 

Early in the morning you wni gee streaming through the streets 
or gathered together in ^^^r^^^. groups, some standing, some 
couching on the paveucJ^n*' ^®™ ^^ long-haired goats, brown, white 
and black, which have l«ep ^""^^ ^^ ^ther which have followed 
their shepherd, into th^ city to be milked. The majestical, long- 
bearded, patriarchal he-^OAta shake their bells and parade solemnly 
round, while the silken females clatter their little hoofs as they run 
from the hand of the niilker when he has filled his can. The goat- 
herd is kept pretty busy, *^» milkmg at everybody's door; and 
before the fashionable ^vo^ld ^ «P at nine, the milk is drained and 
the goats are off again to the Campagna. 
You may know that it i» ^^^ ^ *^® orange and lemon stands, 
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couve^'^ *' ^c^^ea /^^I ^*V^d straining your ^ec 
lieatd ^".-. \^our ^ ^\ vt^ r^txaAe with sugar; ai 

Vol ve*«** *^e i^*TP^ , Aot>»«4 
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the Church, as the consoler and intercessor of all. 
■man prays as he loosens his lx>at from shore, for she 
8," the star of the sea ; and in the storm he calls 
him : — 
" In mare irato, in subita procella, 
Inyoco te ! oh benigna stella !" 

it in all the thoughts of love and home. Her image 
i Penates ; and when the day is done and night 
oil of the Ave Maria recalls the mother at whose 
nnrsed, and on whose bosom we have slept. Nor 
duties and occupations of life is this reverence paid 
I. She stands by the bedside of the dying man, and 
imends his soul with the last whisper that hovers 
ps. 

be more impressive than the bell of the Ave Maria 
in the coimtry around Rome. The brilliant splen- 

have passed away — the sky is soft and pale with 
e tints, and stars are faintly peering out of its still 

shadows are gathered in the brown valley, where 
3 are rising ; the mountains are cut sharply and 
he clear sky, and houses and belfries are printed on 
uettes. Far away, the voices of peasants may he 

to their homes, and wandering lights show here and 

meadows. As you walk musingly along, breathing 
U that rises from the Campagna, and touched by the 
ive cahn that then gathers over all Nature, your ear is 
usical clang of bells ringing for Ave Mariar— each of 
silence — 

** Paia il giomo piaiiger che si xnnore," 
pauses and crosses himself and says a little prayer to 

aonth of May, special honours are paid to the Virgin. 
of nuns are busy with processions and celehrations 



[*ve a, straw hat, too, that's not to be sneered at I 
yind me an apron as fine, if you're able ? 
Just let a man look at me and my table, 
Tbirsty he'll be, if he was not before. 

Here J- ^«11 spirits, and syrups, and brandy, 
j^£t.k& orangeades of a novel invention ; 
Yoix ^wrill see crowds, if you'll just pay attention, 
^g^iMM^ :for water,— and I cry,— I'm here. 






r«>^s^-i^s^ *?iS;r^^^ <^^^^ 

■^^S^^dren of poor ^^^^^ the ko,j^ b^Jp-^-o, 
*"* ^ be expended ^ «»' oS^ , f ° «reetJf^/ 
^'^'^th^ afreet or in l^^^er^otedto ker, ^i^^f 
'Lt^is ^**^*"'* " "^ToveT each IS an inscWp*/,- 
""^^tly burning, and " j^gr titles and comm 
'^'^ setting forth some ^^j^ „e placed ires} 
^^tion from the passeij ^j^^ ^^y g^^^g p^, ^ 
*^ i^ seen at all hours ^ciden* happens in th 
'^■s.a- her tosary. If*^_igbtway thanks must 
B»yf £fety i8 owed, and et'^'^bose life has been 
*^*V £m»only the perso^^^^^y „f ^.e event. 
^^'^^ ^ on her shrine i» "'^'Tent itself, and son 
«*rfctu^ representing the ever^ ^^^ ^^^ ^ 

band, ^^^'. or as a sign of &^\^ favour is ho 
•t is l^e' !^V burned at her ^b"'^ ^^^a » 

<^roff-^ ^^ ^"'^U b^^f ^:^u< 

*^ if event of recovery, a'fnt and nneaw 
^ *^? t^ done only by the i^^' ^^^xxe erected 
Uora»«^uo ^ ^^ 1„ grateful reWH 

to ^V^gSduI'* of Tuscany, ^/^l^seW and 
*« ^*!S on this spot the life ^e. ^venc 
»^ "^ "^rrlrlykUledhereby a ^!Ste tovolc*^^ 
vrho ^««Ster favour aad P^o^,**^the a^istex 
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, oriflCtoa^ ^*^® ^^®^ changed for paste imitations) may bo seen 

rtterto^ on their dark necks and bosoms. Indeed, a malicious story 

^ * tU^* ^ magnificent necklace of diamonds worn by one of the 

B^'an xjrincesses once adorned the neck of a Madonna, and wbs 

Id by *^® Church to its present owner.* However this may be, the 

^niverea-l reverence paid by persons of all ranks to the Madomia is a 

striking feature of every Roman Catholic country,' and in Home, the 

bead of Catholicism, it attains its height. 

The TVfadonna is the special patron of the fUcOrici (the spinners) ; 
and it is a pretty superstition among the peasantry in Italy that the 
dewy cossaxners found on the grass in the morning are threads and 
f ra<mient8 blown from her distaff. The swallows, too, are under her 
special favour, and to kill them brings ill-luck. In nearly all the 
cities of Tuscany, owing to this belief, swarms of swifts n«y be seen 
hurtling to ai^d fro with a constant sharp whistle, and haunting with 
perfect impunity the tall cdmpandl In the great piazza at Siena 
and round the Campo tower they are so thick sometimes that it 
seems as if it was snowing swallows; and in the eaves and under the 
grotesque spouts of the Duomo they make their nests and whirl 
through the arches with a pleasant familiarity. The doves of San 
Marco at Venice are also saved by a similar superstition. They 
haunt that superb piazza and the glittering pinnacles of the cathe- 
dral, floating to and fro in the soft blue air and alighting upon the 
manes of the bronze horses, with entire fearlessness ; and thus are 
not only safe from the destructive hand of man, but are fed at the 
public expense. All this is the more remarkable in Italy, where the 
people kill and eat every little bird that they can lay their hands 
upon. 

It is also a legend that the Madonna said to the serpent, "Will 
you be good to man ?" and the serpent answered, " I v^ill not.' 
" Then crawl and trail on the grormd for ever and be accursed/' said 
®he, And so it i^* Then turning to the lizard she said, ** Will you 
^ good to man ?'' a°<I the hzard answered, " I will.*' " Then shall 
you i^g^YQ jg^g iQ run, and shall be loved and cherished.** And bo 

The great procession of the year takes place this month on OorpTis 

^^tnini and ia 'WoU worth seeing, as being the finest and most 

?^^^^teriatic of «*^ *^® Church festivals. It was instituted in 

^^^our of fi^Q fatno^^ miracle at Bolsena, when the wafer dripped 

?^^^ and 18 ther&^<^^^ i^ commemoration of one of the cardinal 

^it-ines of th^ J^oro-^n Church, Transubstantiation, and one of its 

^^*^ dogoiQfy' ^j xcfcirctcles. The Papal procession takes place in the 

'^^'^g, In thL pxa^^^ ^^ ^*^^* Peter's ; and if you would he sure of 









festooned g«^^ ^^ux^d^ oeiei^^^ftCil^*- ^^^J^ 



and 
mass m 




Santo Spirito,— ^jV ^j,e ^htte Carmeli. ^]^>b^^ 
bearded Francisc^^^ ^d/e5and ch^^^^^^ , 
dictines, hearing ^'^^. _^« nniirflll th*. ^i^ _^ 
Yon may aeej^ 
conventual orders 




convenmax i/*-*— - their pflj^»^^s""**^«e^ * aJ^AX ^ 
opportunity to «^".^ "^ ^^u will P^^^aps^ ^^^^^^^ 
convert to B^'^^f ^,^d faoes a nobfe ^^^J^C^^ 
shaven crowns an^_*^*T ^ I do under J^-^r^ ^ 
humility; but^ ^f^^'^axh: on then h^^>^ 
heretic, I could but rer^^V^e^erenoe a^^^ J 
ment of the two oiiganf ^^^ ^hile tj^^ ^ J^ 
deficiency in the upper ^^''^^^ ^d of t V^ ^^ 
enlargement of the ^o^^^ / ^i^renology, ^ ^iZ V, 
unfortunately, a fnend ^\f .^^^ these ^ >^%^* 
no very auspicious »"^5^^njjcal tmi^^v^^i, 
into their faces, the V^^^^^ictme > ^^^^ 
bigotry, or cunning. The ^ ^^j^ean ^^^^^ 
and wiU; the Franciscans raore a ^^^^ 



But while I am criiicizinS *^^' l^^vJ^ 






picturesque set of fellows they»^' J^^ ^ 
^Mitufll creed, I should be Borry w> ^^ti^ 
Directly on the heels of their poverty Coi^^ ^ 
crowns of the Pope, glittering with ^^''Seo^^ t 
on silken embroidered cushions, and Pre^^ ,^' 
After them follow the chapters, canon^^ ^ 
basilicas, chanting in lofty altoSy soli<i ^^ 
tenors from their old Church boots, ea<ih \s 
tent of coloured stripes and a wooden cat^j, 
is constantly rung. Next come ^® canona 
rnan9igru)ri^ in splendid dt%^m^^ -asxd nci\x 
falling below their waists • -^^^^ \)\ft\vops c\a 
znitres on their heads ; tike K5toA--osi»^^^^'^ 
gloaming in the sun; a^^n^oaX ^"^^ ^ 
platform splendid with fidl-^-^^^ ^t^X^^^ 
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head. iBeneatii this he kneels, or rather, seems to kneel ; &r, 

though. 1^^* costly draperies and train are skilfully arranged so as to 

T>re8enf> ^^ semblance, hdng drawn behind him over two blocks 

which ^^^ ^ placed as to represent his heels, yet in fact he is seated 

on a B-tm^®^ bench or chair, as any careful eye can plainly see. 

However, kneeling or atting, just as you will, there he is, before an 

altar, holding np the ostia^ which is the corpus Domini^ " the body 

of God," *^^ surrounded by officers of the Swiss guards in glittering 

armour, cba^^rlains in their beautiful black and Spanish dresses 

with raffs a^^d swords, attendants in scarlet and purple costumes, 

and the guardie nohili in their red, dress uniforma Nothing could 

be more striking than this group. It is the very type of the 

Church, — •i>oinpous, rich, splendid, imposing. After them follow 

the dragoons mounted, — first a company on black horses, then 

another on bays, and then a third on grays; foot-soldiers with 

flashing bayonets bring up the rear, and close the procession. As 

the last soldiers enter the church, there is a stir among the gilt 

equipages of the cardinals which line one side of the piazza, — the 

horses toss their scarlet plumes, the liveried servants sway as the 

carriages lumber on, and you may spend a half-hour hunting out 

your own humble vehicle, if you have one, or throng homeward on 

foot with the crowd through the Borgo and over the bridge of Sant^ 

Angelo. 

This giand procession strikes the key-note of all the others ; and 

in the afternoon each parish brings out its banners, arrays itself in 

its choicest dresses, and with pomp and music bears the ostvi 

through the streets, the crowd kneeling before it, and the priests 

chanting. During the next ottava, or eight days, all the processions 

*^e place in honour of this festival ; and the week having passed, 

everything ends with the Papal procession in Saint Peter's piaz|^ 

^hen, without mueiCy and with uncovered heads, the Pope, cardinals, 

^'^^^'^nort, canons, and the rest of the priests and officials, make 

*^® round of the piazza, bearing great Church banners. 

^^e of the most striking of their celebrations took place this year 

** ^he church of San Rocco in the Bipetta, when the church was 

^^de splendid with lighted candles and gold bands, and a preacher 

^J^^^ foHh to a crowded audience in the afternoon. At Ave Maria 

here ^r^s a great prcxjession, with banners, music, and torches, and 

^ *^e evening the people sauntered to and fro in crowds before the 

Z*^^oh, yfrbere a ptetioma was erected and draped with old tapestries, 

p ^^ "f^hich a band. i>layed constantly. Do not believe, my dear 

c^^^yteriaji fn^iid, ^1^^* t^^se speciacles fail deeply to affect the 

^^ ou'od ^^^ long as human nature remains the same, this 
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»side»t and committee. This is drawn by great white 
! decorated with wreaths and flowers and gay trappings, 
loa*^ the noble banner of Cerbara or FidenaB. After this 

gje *^^ motley train, — some mounted on donkeys, some 

^ 0Oine afoot, — and the line of march is taken up for 

ggeria- What mad jests and wild fun now take place 

b^ to describe ; suffice it to say, that all are right glad 

h vf^'^^ *^®y reach their destination. 

^^ stream out from the city hundreds of carriages,— 

rl<i ^^ ^ abroad to-day to see, — and soon the green 

' j^jxiing with gay crowds. 8ome bring with them a 

^^ai^^^ and wine, and, spreading them on the grass, 

. v^lien and where they will ; but those who would 

^^ ^x^ists must have the order of the 7n/ezzo haiocco 

^^ -^ buttonhole, which is distributed previously in 

vT^ ^j^ists who purchase tickets. Some few there are 

^'^^ r>o^ ^^^^^ breasts the nobler medal of trqppo meritOj 

^^ ^UrM^ ^ysj a^<l these are looked upon with due 
,rev^<^ 

, ^^er or lunch there is a high ceremony to take 

3 ^ ^^^ature of the day. It is the mock-heroic play. 

5^^^ it was the meeting of Numa with the nymph 

4;t5^ ; and thither went the festive procession ; and 

3 ^^^3 ^^^ draped in white, burned upon the altar as 

3fill^^rtoy sheep, whose wool "smelt to heaven;" and 

^r^- ^a suddenly appeared Numa, a gallant German in 

e ^^^^ri»» * Spanish artist with white dress and fillet, 

itlx ^^er. tbe smoking sheep, and were escorted back 

^ov^^ -^iiriib festal mhsic by a joyous, turbulent crowd 

gr<:>^^^r, *^ FidensB, it was better. We had a travesty 

h<y^^^f^X<^y* which was eminently ludicrous, and which 

g c>f '^^^^ctrp^on than I can give. Troy was a spac^ 

^tt^^^^^^fy^^ barriers, about breast-high, painted "to 

hixx S^^^^it^^ these were the Trojans, clad in red, and 

U,^ ^^ f^BlP^^ helmets. There was old Priam, in spec- 

^g^t'^^^^^rx^ fUid robes, — ^Laocoon, in white, with a white 

6is ^^^^^Zr ^Ulysses, m a long, yellow beard and mantle, 

^^ '•^^^^L '^^^^ ^^» ^ * ^^^®> long-tailed coat, and tall 

IS -^^^ri^'^ -iuli^ traditional Englishman in the circus who 

itig. ^^^^^xr^^' "^^^ Grecians were encamped at a short 

e tj^^ '^^^4::ycf^\ basket-work shields,— some with their 

ill j^^-^ ^ti^k^^'^^^^, ^^^^ letters, and some with an odd 

ecj ^:^^^ ^-^^^ ^' ^^^' ^^^ ^^^^ Ulysses, Agamemnon, 



A jax, Nestor, Patroclus, DiomedeB, ^ 
The drama commenced with the ^ 
the wallii of Troy,-«he in a ^^^}^\. 
gilt crown, and she in a whit« dr^» 
round her face a profusion of ^^^1^, 
they were, aa thej stepped Blong ^J 
pantomime, he maiing terrible dera^ 
and she finally failing on hi» ^^ p 
seated themselves near by two ^^^^ iy 
his shield and taking out his fl'^*^ *^ j 
forth her knitting and ogled hi^^ ff. 
thns engaged, came citing ^VTlin^ 
step, and dragging one foot hehuid n 
had, me^time been taunting. ^^^ C 
horns. He walked aU roa»a t^e jov 
jealousy in the accredited ball«* s^^^^' 
cmished poor Paris's great bl»^ **** ' 
very much frightened, then took to th' 
city, while Menelaus, after shading r^ 
walls, retired to the Grecian camp. Th 
battle. The Trojans leaned over their j i 
fingere to their noses, twiddling *hem 
shook their fists back at them- The b 
" ringing plains of Troy " and was emir I 
and pantaloons, (4 la m^ de r^ris,) so 
and incontinently fle^, -E^^eryb^J b 
the ground or the shields, and always 
stage, to hit in the right \lBLce. At L 
killed, whereupon the battle was suspe 
surprise and horror took place, from w 
and the Greeks prepared to carry h 
Terrible to behold was the grief of Ach 
have wept to see him. He flung himse 
and tore his hair, and. -violently shook tl i 
demonstrations, noiv and then kicked 
challenges Hector to single combat, i 
Trojan, and a duel ensues with woo( 
counter blows were never seen, only 
"Whirled the warrior Tvho dealt them com i 
over their own blows, panted with feign I 
great pasteboard helmets, and were e 
-Richmond and Bichard on the country 1 
^ut Hector is at last slain and borne 
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-.1 ftab^***®^ ^ , y *°** ^"»* of features, chaimiM to 
^"''o^Vei' ^TtS the Trojans W hto to their S^'and 
"suddeu i«'*' ?^ ^"^ o^*"^ tt*"* head firsl^ and he tumbles, 

into tl** *'""• 
^ tlxetx ^':?g^«\**^« Gre*8. He has bmught out a 

^ ^\i w^JT i! ' ^^^ °'^** expressive pantomime, 
-^ ^ the wooden horse that must l>e carried into Troy. 

ri>Bition ^^i^^l^^P^^ -^d accoxnpanied by all, he 
t^'Trojans to partake. At first there is confusion in the 

i dritJ^' ^'^ ^r ^^dicronsly drunk, and stagger about, 
w ef^ch other m the most maudlm style. Even Helen her- 
^ out, gets tipsy with the rest, and dances about like the 
grepotal^^® oi Maenades. A great scena, however, takes place 
are e^^^ ^ * -Laocoon, got up in white wool, appears, 

lently endeavours to dissuade them, but in vain. In the 
f bis harangue, long strings of blown-up sausage skins are 
in for the serpents, and suddenly cast about his neck. His 
I he then form a group, the sausage-snakes are twined about 
only the old story is reversed, and he bites the serpents, 
of the serpents biting him,— and all die in agony, ;traves- 
e ancient group. 

bein*' ^^^ drunK^ go mi, and Ulysses with them. A 
' of stra^ is kindl^^» ^}^^ smoke rises, the Gh-eeks approach 
1 in the paper waUf^^t^ dnbs, and all is confusion. Then 
in his blue, long-t^^®^ wons-ooat, broad white hat, and taU 
lar carries off old ^iichises on his shoulders, with a cigar in 
th ' and bears him J^ * painted section of a vessel, which is 
W ^^ ^y ^*^ k^i!! ^^^*®^*^y agitated by the waves, 
nd Anchises enter the boat, or rather stand; behind it so as 
1 ^Yieir legs, and on it sets, rocked to and fro constantly,— 
ad Tramontana following behind, with bellows to blow up a 
d Fair Weather, with his name written on his back, accom- 
thein. The violent motion, however, soon makes ^neas 
\ as he leans over the side in a helpless and melancholy 
and ahnost gives up the ghost, as well as more material 
le crowd burst into laughter. However, at last they reach 
-^ rocks, and found Latium, and a general rejoicing? takes 
'he donkey who was to have ended all by dragging the body 
: round the walls caiae too late, and this part of the pro- 
lid not take place. 



So much of the eixtertafimient ov 
dinner. In the grove of Egerk the pi; 
all the company smg part-songs and d 
signal is given, and the feast takes plao 
Great barrels of wine covered with gre 
from which flagons are filled and passed 
soon make direful gaps in the beef i 
After this, and a little sauntering ab 
the afternoon sports. And there are 
ring, and foot-races, and running in 
picturesque than the scene, with its ni< 
of spectators seated along the slopes, 
its races in the valley, and, above all, 
ing down from the distance. Not til 
the Campagna, gilding the skeletons 
delicate veil of heauty over the moi: 
away, and rattle back in our carriage 1 

The vrealthy Roman families, who 
vicinity of Eome, now leave the oity 
breathe the fresh air of spring. Manj 
well to do in the world has a little vir 
he raises vegetables, grapes, aJid oth" 
you will be sure to find him and his 1 
wandering about the grounds or sitting 
and chatting with his children arounc 
no villas of their own here visit him, a 
company thus collected, who, if one i 
countenances and much laughter, enjoj 
at any of these villa-gates, and, if yo^ 
ance of the owner, or are evidently a 
will be recived with much liospitality, 
and wine, and overwhelmed vrith tb 
you take your leave ; for the Italians 
social people, and nothing pleases the 
breaks the common round of topics 
Everything new is to them wonderful, 
are credulous of everything you tell 
to them in some measure what it wai 
Raleigh, Drake, and Hawkins, and sa; 
statement. And they are so magnifi 
carte Uanche for your stories. Never 
by anything I chose to say, but one 



■ v» ta^ te«P«»**»*»^e o^* P«»d»w»e Nisi, about hi« 
-wiiift^***. J" ^ asabltion to «How SMuething about 

Wa ^^^Lr* be asked. 
wK»:y '^°'^T«itt ft cbi^ckle of delight, he cried,— 
^*'' ^^yoaany cities?" 

I y Z!^« He was evidently pleased Aat they 

' ■^'iduS^itt.BatuTHl pride, said,-- 
\9 * of ooutae, tliey could not be;" then, after 
^•^^i^terrog^tiv^^y* ** And rivers too,— have jou az 



a 
any 



^**ree as OUT Tiber," bo replied,— feeling assured that, 
^natter than Bome, as a necessary consequence, the 
^^ \yy them must be in the same category. 
C^ offered was too tempting, and I was foolish enough 

loxae rivers three thousand miles long." 
Iv said these words when I r^retted them. He stood 
me as if petrified, for a moment. Then the blood 
j9 face, and, turning on his heel, he took off his bat, 
«« JBtdona sera/* and carried my fact and his opinions 
ato bis private room. I am afraid that Ser Pietro 
onsideration, that I had been taking nnwarrantable 
Jiiin, and exceeding all proper bounds, in my attempt 
lis good-nature. From that time forward he asked me 
ions about America. 

bjr-tlie-way, I am reminded of an inddent which, 

sactljr pertinent, may find here a parenthetical place, 

strating some points of Italian cbaracter. One fact and 

latixxg to America they know universally,— Columbus 

^e^ of America, and Washington. 

«,** said a respectable person some* time since, as be was 

^K^^ ^rriage which he wished to sell me, and there- 

fih^^/V'l^'^?^^^ ^ "^^ *^^ ^y nation,-"a great 

^^t^^^c^J^ ^^^^^^" ^ stammered, completely 
-S^a^^^^t^^^^^^^ -^ ^-ing lestlhad been 

^e^^X^^,Z^: ^^* ^ ^ther Vellintoni is dead. 

^liai.0 «^o a sort of personal pride in America, on the 






^roV*« f-^' Tl one. " A^-^^"^^ "*^'-C*i 





and sang 

of the city, —^ '.,,-.« spent x^ii« ^'^'^ 

Though Ut.e out of ^'^^^^^^^^tlv to ina^^^^ Jux.. 

it is undoubtedly ^I'^X oVji^iie ^^ «'"'fL*5*0vid. 
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but lore in May, wlien the earth is breaking 

^»nd flower, and lionoiiTS are paid to the Bona 

J-^f**^toonth was formerly celebrated by many fes- 

^^S\^'^^^^^ -til of them of a very decorous character, when 

■- ^^^4c:^* recited or sung in alternation by the peasants, 

^ ^^^^^^ fxxe of them may still be recognised in varions 

^ ^y^^ ^^£ thein, for instance, may be seen in the 

5^ ^^ ^ ^^festival, iwliicli is celebrated every May in the 

^^^.^-^^^^vl-jnjo that lies over the old crater now filled by 

^^^ ^I^^ j^eixi*- Tt takes place on the eighth day of the 

X ^^^^^^^^^^gUpP*'*'®^ *^ receive its name from the popular 

>f ^"^5^ 5^ v^er« ^P^'^ *^® pavements of the streets so as 

, ^^^_j^ ^de'^^'^' figures, arabesques, and all sorts of 

j3i*^|^i^^ v>ut ^ ^**^^ ^* seems only a relic of the ancient 

SiC9^ ^ ^^^^jiles, formerly celebrated in honour of Flora 

ssig^^^^f^^g on the 28th of April and ending on the 

yi^'^L^^**' ieJ»* go^^«S8 has scarcely changed her name, 

,y0^ ^^^ ^^ Ijctp*'^"'^^ ^^ Jfcicfomna dfe* J'Vdri i^e still pre- 

^^^^^rt:%<^^^^t ^^^ lioentiousness which formerly charac- 

r O^'y^^0 5 pasaed away, and only the fan, the flowers, 

fie '^^^^ y^^ ^y^ this occasion the people are all dressed in 

wisv^ ^3^' .^.^the gii^ls in bodices and silken skirts, with 



yr^^J^:j^J^^j^ on, and the men witb white stockings on 
>o^>^^^^ J^^^ jackets dropping over one shoulder, and 
Is .^^"^^^ly til>®^^ conical hats. The town is then very 
kie**v^j^0 ^^ ^vy& incense steams from the censer in the 
^«^^^-|^0^' ^ t^® ^^ ™**' ^^ •^^^ *^^ a briUiant pro- 
^ , ^ onr^^^ 0trewn flower-mosaic, witb muMC and cruci- 
^ V>v^^^ *^r^- Hundreds of strangers, too, are there to 
^^l^-l>^^^^0aJ^ ^"^^ *^^ nnder the shadow of the 
f^Z^ ^\x€> ^ that lead to the tower are hundreds of 
of i^^^^^i^ *^°^^ iwaglie peaked over their heads. 
.^- ^^*>^ /^mbourines and the clicking of castanets are 
^^hrti«^ r^i> comes on, and the salteTeLlo is danced by 
\v^^^^ %s ^^ national Roman dance, and is named 
*^ rj7j3.i^ gtep which characterises it. Any number of 
iiif 'lt»*^^^*^ *^^ ^^'^^ ^ perfect witb two. Some of the 
^1^ fJ^^^^rticeful »nd piquant, and particularly that 
ai« ^^^^a^^^ kneels and whirls ber arms on high, 
^f tt^^ Z^ ^hile tba other circlea ber round and round, 
1^fcaJ»*^^^ether, aaa approaching nearer and nearer, tiU 
l^asx^^ -fc^^r a kiss, v«rlii<5»^ she refuses. Of course it is the 
^ g^^^ 3^^^t>ional dax*<5^'""^^^® *^^ repulse, love and re- 



^^r-^^^""'- 



TtiS. -mother fresh one *»*«« 'Sx^li^S. ««0^ ^^ 
TS. accordion the whirli^^' ^^g* «' J'«'''J> ^tjj;^^^ 
T^antella, which wo„H "?»:,e^^--f J^S >^^^^^ 



crowd, and you stand upon ^^^''^e ««'= town^^.^^^^^ 
and crowning the height wber^ <;;^ionBa, wjtjj . o,> ^ ^hf^ 
fro^mis the old feudal castle of t»f^ dweJt a«j /^« t^ ^ ^Is^ v.. ""' 
where many a princely f«»/^^.„ro, **''* ^»^tlt t>^^** ^-^a,/ ^^ 
act has heen done. There, m. *" a BnwGif, a^.^^'Q f: * **«a</I^ 
jPiocolomini, Cenci, Piungip»***' ..ii pass a fea. ,„ tK ^-^t^, ** onpni,^ 
ants of the kst-named ir^ ^Z Suated Z^h^^^^^"'^^. 
On the Genmo side stands «»^j,^ lake at V'^la '^^ Ji*^ "'^'^SJ! 
Sforza, lookmg peacefully ^'^ to oball^Jr n^^/ «e S^^'?"'"- 
in the old baromal days i* Vj^^ans "Wn:"^:^*!^ -'"»'-. »S' 
pond you may see stately ^^^f and silvery, ,i"-*i»<.if^^ '^ ^S 
feet "along. ?«>o^ you^^^Jowl, tower i^ i^^*?« '-C^^T '"'^ 
rising around it, hke a green 5^ ' , ^i,^/ '^^'Iv-b. 7*'^^— ""rf 
cove^ with gigantic 1^, *^^^ whSel? r'**^- Th'^^"' *"''^-' 
ancient grove dedicated to Pi*"*- ^^^'f J^tended t^ i^^'f Y'^ ti- 
r^ x-ii "*"'*' , vestures of an anr«i. ."*""'* ? ""^d 

here are still to be «en the v ^^ ^^ '^ci^nt .ilia built by 

Juhus Oaasar. Here, too, " y" „„„. , „, "« aDtiquanca, onoo 
stood the temple of Diana ^«r^r^'„ j'^^^^ han,.a sacrifices 
were offered, and ^rhose cbief-pnest. called R^^ Ner,^orenHs, ob- 
tained his office by sU^ng i^ P^«^'. «f ^^e-f o,cr these 

, - A- "^ -fUriAl ann. Timea have, indeed, cbaiiged 

Spoveshy force ofh« pe"?^'^on and bapti^«d by blood; ai.da. 
"^""^/T T1 ? oT the one side, at the site of tW« 

you stand there, '"^'i look, ^f ^^ gigantic chestnut-tr^ea m»y 
ancient temple, which some «y"^|%^ tj^^ ^ther airto. at iTro 
almost have seen m their y^^^.^^Gensiaao, "with its flo-vet- 
campanile of the C«.thoUc «^^^ **h«iT^;trast between ^'^ 
strewn pavements, you may ^ , - ^*^ 

past and the present a« can ^J^jr^^i^. also in varioua pVac^B' 
Other relics of the ancient i^WK» exist also ^^,j^^^^ ^j^^ ^,,v\ 

and particularly amoxxg the »"°''^<*^f„f mIv U>d ""g «• I>««^^^^^ 
celeteate the retunx of spring on the *" * «^Jf J'^Jii^S/ffto- '^"^ 
song in honour of the month of flowers, called ^ ^^/^. ^^«.ss ^ 
last evening of April the festivities <^'»'^*"'=^„aie ^.ake a P*-:^.'^ 
then gather together, and with smging ^^^^^ ^^^.f-sin P^*^ 
thro^h the villages and towns. Some ^^ Y ^^ "'^*'^^ 

adomldwithflowere and lemons, called^tbe^i^ ^^-^^ ^^^^^ ^^ * 

• The better .pinion °f t?** "^ *? ^ J^w^ di«^8««l' 
d* Ariccia. But " who "ball decide, wneo ««~ 



^^ -^sion; or 



^asion; or 
,, ^resented in honour of *bj „si^. ™ftfti t>^^^ 

Lbflity.carryxngbanners^tb „,. orient G.^. ^^^^-^ 
*^Ju;t as in the time of Atb^^gU^* /-frs j^ '^ U ^^^^ 

the dSrs of Grecian maids, «*'„giog to the ho^, ^t^-^^- ^ ^ 

?^to?May,togoearlyintben3*^^„ro"«'-oW ;^ 
Sntbeforethedoorabmnch oj-l^^idans acd gi,J;^^ ^^^ ^^^. 
Ld sing their J/<^,»,. andjba ^ ^n^ ,, ->.^il^vj^-^: 




"^ &»■<,„ 



found in a collection of so»g-j_ Jn th^ fronti^^'i^t^'^i^^;'-'^^ *^f^ 
which is very pretty and gr»<^' pre«e°*'°S t^^elv J *^^^e ^ '^« 'jS? ^ 
of 1568 thereisanengmvingAi^ging, while he^L^^^t^^f'^^ediC 
holding each other's hands »^^y,^d ; and near h ^ th/^ '° ^ "W 
Jtfi^<;i« with the Majo in ber b»^ j^ The Maf^T^ ^no^*'^'^- ^i' 
who is asking for the custom^^y "" "^^^^o j^ a/So"^"™' 

Che ognunpa^ ,,.^ 

Coa vostri a»f:*fi"^ 
Chediroseeaifion 

VefatebeUeilMagg.0. 

DelUverdiarboscdU; 
Ognl bella * sicura 
Fra, famti dan»gf"'! 
Che Xe Here egl'f^eM' 
Araond'amoreilMaggio. 

C!hi fegiovane, chiftbeUa, 
DeH t ion sia panto »cerb», 
Che non a rinnOTeto 
L* etJi,ooinefel'«''»5 
Nessuna stia saperba 
All* amadore U Maggio. 

Ciascuna VwlU e canti 

Di questa schiera nostra •, 

Eoco e' dodid amanti 

Che per toI Yanno in gi^t^r^ ' 

Qiial dura aUor si ojostra 

Farli sfiorire il Magg>o- 



, little hwd 
Com- -let -U ^"f ^d dBDco; 

Here a do«eo ^* Vja l'«'^ * '"nee 
Who for yo« ^tb «»*<^ "' ^»au 

fiesdf each h«f j,g»rt and J^ 
Come, »a"^ for !'«"'«''' »»«« ^', 
Since joar be^ ^ May. "• tt^, 

^«'«J««"^'7.^«,othe^sie^ ^^ 
Who has fil<= j,ini her o»„ r* 
Let her gj''* j,o has the art, ' 
So to ste»i» "^ ^^^ gjong y 

cr;,t£yoatol.onou,;^^^ 

S i--, aU honour «how. 
^^.J'^ fin* to give him no^, 

Weloome, I-o^*' "''' P"f*»^^ear. 

Sa. bat sweet command is thine ? 

Let ^ maiden round the hair 
Ofher love a garland twine; 
Yoanff and old, oh, maidens mine, 
Wefaeh other aUinMay. 



_t^ 




CHAPTER Vni, 

CAFFiis AND THBATEES. 



TADlAlSrS are a .<»#*-frequenting and a theatre-going 
people. ^'''^y « f> ?«»all that it has not its thmre: 
i^^ tt>vm 8o insignificant as to be without its cajft. 



and nf *~ !,._ .. ^°T~T — ' ««> ^ ue wnmoui its caff«. 
As the li^? ^^ Its jackal, the shark its pilot-fish, fhe 

crab 



^b its P''^"*' ^ *^»« tl'eafe is sure to have its one 
xfe Bt 1^ ^^"^ *« >t. «i«J living upon it. The cafe 
Lh^aS^ "C *^* •^"Pt'^y towns. There everv eyenil 



al exchange ^^ ^^ ^j^^ *«^«. There every evening 
«en 2maP<» .*»!*" "*!^'*^« «l«««e8 gathered about 



country towns. 
ieen~^ap<» .^"^ T "'!^'*'^ «l««8e8 gathered about littli 
pped Sble0, i»^'-«'l«««"»g sniaii talk in loud voices, playing 

«heete ^fai*'^^ t? Stl^r °^*'^ **f *^^ government fornews- 

*p knovv. ^ ^1„rwUK , ^i'^*^^ <*y»g out " 1^«^, 






*<:> 



^^ "^^.uv^ /f«, ' '£'*®'^lsitore are as constantly 

" ^''fl^tinS ^*''"' ^'''*«' i« euphuistically 

*^**/^S! ?^ •^'*^ *° «tt««^ h« attention. 

"« Oo,;r£^r ^'^ ^!t 'i 1^°°; ''° street is without them ; 

g 'C^ iff Tw *!!^. °f -8->»r customers. 



'^t.o.^ 1. — B"""! customers. There 

'^^Z\\}'^^7^^ ^ '"'^ <Ji«^ this 

i. «ca;;^ ««»^ ^^inS,' *^ ^*^ °f the Liberali, who 



Qa,ee^ 



^ *»>o /-»^.- • "L ° "6 "^ere ana speaKine 

,, „_ -^^ «ki^^",*'''''*'^^"««««andtri<^ered 

'^ ®»<fter *r^^ ^^^^™^ r f "5'* "**''« "^^^^ tones ; the 

^^h^' ^h tt ^*^*^^u^T* ■""'^ P*y * «^«i "lore than is 

•^W n^^- „ _^^rd,-*Z !!!.=^*r «!" ^ -d the Caff. 



«i. 



''oi-e 



"^ ti"'^^ '^tr raewspapers and ^1^1^' KH '"'^ 
. °'^C« lr»-^«'*'^^xi.8 with tobacoo-smofe, Cl "' 









11 feinds of hats, from the cooif^^od //\7'? v^^.t^ 
*^ £e stiff French stove-pjPliipt, »" ^^^^ S>* 

keeping in there, one is ^ojaet^^^^ i. bet^,,^ >?Jt 4^ Z^' 
^Uy what innate oonnectJOO JT^^ i,e«rd8. T^.^^^^ ^^-c^o/*?^ 
l^iS^ uncombed hair, -"'I, "jf ^y^',?^ ^ reo,^^ ^^xj^^ ^.g^ 
never answered satisfactorily ^^ go ix> tiie root qN>5^^/°' "'"^ - 
to some German friend, ^^^^^^tbe ^'^ of ItaU ^ tJ^^.^^7'' ^ *^ 
The «z/^ and theatre arf ^beir ancestor itr^**V*^ 'Jutt'^^J^ 
day what the hgge were t^ ^j^^ people ^^^ tj^ or j.^^ ^• 
Tuscany. In the pnbUc f^ exchange, j^ .^ti^.^re^i dC^*""* 
affairs as on a social or Pp\^*7place of those tt^l^^^s bT"'^' '*«> 
and the cafe has usurped "*^ feature of many^Sf ip "^^ "^ans^, 
which still form so strikiog * „der the noble J^*" the /fa;,° ^«»^' 
The people who thronged J^l,. now n.<.t .^g- °^ fe^rC" 
"U^gia, del Lanzi," at * ^^ perseus of Cellir.i^^y'«, ""•* ^^-^^ 
surrendered the place to ^,^^^^ and other „, ' ^^^^ ^P« "^ 'ho 

"^tr i^d "^^^r^ so,^^* "'*"'■ «p^«^^ trr-r.^0 

marble and bronze, S^ ^^j, camng und sutues, forms one 
Nobde,' whose loffg^a, "» ^f ^^at curious mediiBva\ city, atoods 
of the most imposing fe»*'*\jisputes precedence witKit Buccessfully. 
the Cafife Greco of to-day, a»" ^^ theatre has tak on the place of the 
In like manner, the loH^ * attached to every rtohU's palace, an* 
private loggia which was ^^^ ^ received their ftitndB in Biiniinet 
beneath whose shade the £i«^*" ^ ^f ^Yioss lo&m ^^re ceVebTatea 
and transacted their husin^ ahfirpnesa of their «I^g»«^^ 

for their social amusements ana ^^ yarned on *« *^ 

scandal, and satire. At f^^^J"^^ forced to ."^Yl" A"«15^r 
excess that the government at «" .. Loggia degli Ago«»i .^^ 

Mbit the practice. Others ^^^^J" ^ f^^t, it was ^^^\^^ c 
achieved a reputatioxx for »^*J;^S^ T* "-*»« may ^^X.^^'' 
« Si foUa oar .ict^o di nan /«»• ""^^^^ the '«''"''*^^^\.*^ 
not i*Wng a bad x-^tch tber^ ^nch w ^^^^ ^^^^ '-=-»^^-"- 
n^arrisfies there arranged that the «^ „__^^e marriaRO e^'^-^^-ci 
Z^e of the " C7«n^ <iej ^-^t^^trary, the ^f^^-^^f'^ -3 

the " Loggia M K"««^^£,°^,^; Jtica and pb^lo*'?^:^ *, , 
tbe age met to discuss questions of pou ^^^ ^^te. ^ ^^x1 

S^, ire hatched dangerous plot^-ga^u^^^^^^ ^ 

n^iid of all who frequented the gato^^^ ^^ ^ „^ pn 

Niccolb Macchiavelli, whom the bii» 



U4 ^v « «a no^» ^aooaaed ia U:w «»«« there Msm- 

„Vno^«'^«*-, „v^\ili»^« «''®'^ «* Biniaiter a character to his 

^"^vC^^ioiS*!** rt«\it be aeea Jaoopo l»ittl the senator, and 

^^«^**S> •^fi.S Wreutina- togettxer with his feUo^-his- 

T"*^. ot 'i*** ^ Jf TKliPTJO de' Setli. to whonx MaechiavdU dedicated 

!£u«A «^^:^uu«.tf^M^4 to^bose fiuntty Dante aUndes in these 

"S^r" .. B Vuil .luel d.' ^«U • ,iuel dd V«dUo 

E le sue donne al fi»K> ed al pameochio." 

, ._, «dVl exists under the name of the Orti Onsellari, 

-nua «?*°*^^jeg f^ the part »i» beard there no mere. And shonld 

though the y<> ^^ ^^ chance revisit his old haunts, he wotdd 

anjMmmdeni^^e^^y *y *■** *"*^ whisfle of the locomotiTe as it 

^aL^r^S^ them on its way from Florence to Pistma. 

But if th^o fiMDttons aaeemhlies no longer meet at the logge to talk 
aoandaL maYco -visit*, arrange matches, and discuss politics, modem 
society in Bome meets for similar pnrposes in the hge of the theatre. 
And here the various classes are distinguished and sqiamted hy 
different theeitres, as well as different tiers in the same theatre. To 
the Italians, not only " all the world's a stage," hut every stage is a 
world. For high and low, rich and poor, prince and peasant, there 
is a theatre ; and no one need deprive himself of this amusement so 
W «» he has two haioeehi m his pocket. First, comes the Apollo, 
w Tor di Noiia Theatre, whidi is exclusively devoted to the opera. 
X^T^^^ ^^' '^ 0«™i^; then foUow the Valle^nd 

«»d deSrL^*^^' f^ Argentina, which is a degree W. 
P**"'*, wh^^^*^^' ^"^ ""^Z »eoond-rate opera; theCal 

**-fe; and t^«TtfcteT. T*^ *°v ^'^^•'y «'«''« i*» ^^^ 

P^'S^ed. wttie'timi- ^^^' 7">«« tragedy and comedy are 

^P^r. ^IS^^J'^ * ^T^l^ ««>metimes hyan iLian 

^Pfo: tile ^iS? *^«*' *■* ^^^ of a lower g«de for the 

Z^^'J^* ole^n lS«^7 T «t.^«*'' q"ite tolerawHcting. in a 

^^o Per^ 'A'^ -»"«** (thirtT^te?^* numbered seat m the 

J^. «»y be ordmarrly obtained for two 



four or 
or 



three «»*• the nighli or for fr*»^ ZS^eiefy Bet^t ^ w 

by partitionii from floor to <*»^'^ in «.. i V^ ^ 
single seats being gold in the*^ *1V t^^^^ 

theatre^ whew the tie« »re oP^°;.y called *t ^)^S^^^ 
The Apollc^ or, „ it is oor^°'''J'^^ Z' *^e ^ ^^V' 
most fashionaWe theatre i» »?^ nCseooM *'°»»6 V ^ 

theatres, fuli dresa ia required. .^ *J r°«d tie;\ ^ »^ ^^'^ 

and zmmstets. who have the '^^t*™* 'I'ccw^ls K.^^tt- 
and preeedenoj. of title ^d fP^'f^tf ^t^J*5>«^S^ 
among them ia; it ^ell ^ 1^^,*?' «n>fv^^**C\*»^ 

the impresario ig ofCput to »"« J'J- "'^ *° i^^^'S.*? **S 
alL As the prt^Sloot to Tory the ope.^'^tt ^ ^«ftao „^^ 

give only a fixed ZV of of-"^^"^ *e>^ ****^^- 
the same for many oonsec"**^* ''.^*»' a bo^*<J>^««iw'1f * - 
generally desired by «nr ooe» «=<* ?* » the c^"*^ ©C^- «od ^' *»* 6 
half or quarter boi By this is intended. S"*****!^ *«** ^^t 
of a box erery night but » whole box for oq^ ^^er/ZJ*^ oafy^ 
every four. By this amtf»gem«»t, quarter box-f* t^^o nfehl^""' 
several theatres for the ee^^ P"«* **«*• ^hol *^^ b^ taj 



^ ^^ -.. the 6ani« price mat « whoj;". ^*r bi taC*aT 
one, and the amusement i« i» ^'^^ ^^ varieci, r^"^ ^^«W cose at 
nights are generally taken by the nobility, atia rn X ^^ ^^^ 
great efcniggla among those who are not origi,j^j^'^^J»je^ w a 
gmit diplomacy be^ «sed to obtain them,arid H^bulwe"^ 
following want of suasess. ^ 

Not only the or^iine noMe is oJoww/ for the season, hiit also the 
principal hoxee in tl^© other tiers, and many of tOie seats in. the pit. 
When the company is good, and the operas promised are favouritee, 
the best boxes and seats are all taken before the season commeBoea- 
The dbann^ of the pit are young men about "fcown — ^artists, shop- 
keepers, and genera.lly any single perswi, from tfa.e guarclicL «,ob*l« *® 
the barb^. No la.<ly sits in the pit or parguet^ »nd if one he ^ 
there she is at onoe lecognized as a stranger, not* aware of tVie 



the barb^. No la.<ly sits in the pit or parguei^ »nd if one he «^^ 
there she is at onoe lecognized as a stranger, no* aware of t\ie ®_ 
qnette of a Boman theatre. She will, however, he alw&7» t,te* 
with courtesy, and will never imagine from the bearing of -tl^e ^p^ 
towards her that slie ia out of place. Women of the lo^^wrenc ev^ 
in Eome are ooQstantly seen there. The great xnass, ^^^^^^ 
men, who in the intervals between the acts are levelling "•*- ^"^^ ^ 
gloved hands the ox>era-glaB8e8 they have hired at the ^*^^f^^,^-«r -i 
"boxes from floor to ceiling. Ihiring the perforioance ^^^^^ 
vile custom of huniming audibly the airs which are ^^ 
Btage, keeping about a note ahead of the ai3tt«pt, as 



CAFFKS AND THBA^HB:^— Ajjv 

purchasing the privilege of ^^^^lisB, ^ ^H^^^f^ ^V^ 
pauls and a half, or a shilUng J^^^ thing; ^j^^^ j^ ^X^ 



being scarcely more comfortable^ OUs^ jO^^*^^ 

and stuffy. loss io«r. ^v^t^^ 

Onoe in Florence, being «* ^. ^f the i>., ^^v, VJ^ ' 
evening, I determined to go to one . J^^e tk^^^ ^X ^ 
heard that i^ere .«, a g^ *C I'^X ^^ 5^^^ ^^ ^ 
company. I found, certainly, J ^ ^^^^ tje,^^ ^>^^^*e^ 
bad, the orchestm meagre ; ^^^^^ for ^ ^ti ^-5^ '^ '^^et 
" Sonnambula,- and paid * ^^^/'f Sar I^^' ^'^W'^^^^ ^^C 
of coffee and roil at Doncy '^ ^^ 4nS aJ^' *C^^^^^ "^^Z^ 
ing, which 1 had particularly «»J^^f 7 ''^d oz^ ^<^ ^^>) 5 ^^S- Z 
I l,und I had onirej^nded"^ ^jrh^tifL^^i oS^S^f^l ^ o 
think I never had so ^cb ^^'^ ^\*^'^^^ej^. ^^^ 

With the French, Engli^l*%*«^ ^Tf ^«. tfc ^^ 4^^^^ 

for which one must par dearly- In Italy j^ 5^e oj^, . ^^'^' ^ 

wine, and nearly as chlap. ^^^^ J^^^JJ'^ x^i^^^S^^^^^^ 
cheapness, but is amply oonapensated for by it ^^iiy ^Zf^ ?'i and 
thing connected ^ith its expenses is low- ti^^ ^^ ^oale oPet^^ 
have small salaries, the orchestra get a few pauia ^^"^ ^<^ sinks' 
mates a fortune out of it ; ^^^ *^® people have a*h^^^' *°*^ noU>dy 
and this is an enonuous gain. cheap amusement. 

All the world goes to the thea^; it is an amns 
never tires the Italians, and despitf the heats of sunLe^^'s^d^e 
cold of winter the boxes and pit fire always ^ell filled. Nothing 
short of a revolution would empty them. Onoe, however, during 
the year 1848, being at Naples, I agreed with a. friend to pass tbe 
evening at the 8a,n Carlino, celebrated for its humorous and ad- 
mirable acting* On oiir arrival at the door -vve found, a cro-wd 
gathered in the piazza talking excitedly tc^ettier, and evidentVy ^^ 
agitated expectation of something. On inquiry, ^e foun<i thete^^ ^ 
been an outbreak, among the lazza/ront during, the aftemoon', *^^ 
though it was at once suppressed, there was saiaoe fear les-t ^^^^r^ , 
disturbance miglit arise, and the troops again fire on the x>^o^ ^ 
they had Ane only a week before. The orchestra, actors, ».tv^ 
the supemumeraties were collected in the piazasa ana a-xroxxia 



wie Bujjciuuuuci. i*i jies were couecwsu xu i/ia^ jjm»*— '- — • — ^ 

door ; and we said to each other, ** There will be no ^^T^'^^^^^^i 
to-night, of course," Our doubts were, however, ^P^^^ir^-^-^^^ei' 

hy the ticket-seller, who answered our inquiries as to wr^ ^^^ 



was to be a performance by a *' Sicuro, eicti^ro ; favortsc^x^^ ^^^ 
tntoler (Certainly, certainly ; he kind enougb to C(^^ ^^^^^ 
seats?) So we purchased our tickets and went m. 



g^ ROBA. DI ROMA. 

lancers. Ferraris, Carlotta GriBi, Rosati, Cento, and Fuoct-^^ ^^ ^ 

They are even more remarkable as pantomimic actors, o^^ ^niimiaB 
they are called here. The language of signs and gesture^ ^^^ ^ 
them like Dogberry's reading and writing— by nature. . What the 
northern nations put into words the Italians express by gestures. 
Their shrugs contain a history ; their action is a current commen- 
tary and explanation of their speech. Oftentimes they cany on 
conversations purely in pantomime, and it is as necessarjr for a 
stranger to learn some of their signs as to study his dictionary- and 
grammar. The lazzaroni at Naples cheat you before your face in 
the shnplest way by this language of signs, and, passing each other 
in their ccrfewtno, they have made an agreement to meet, informed 
each other where they are going, what their fare pays, given a 
general report of their family, and executed a commission, by a few 
rapid gestures. No Italian ever states a number without using his 
fin^^ers, or refuses a beggar without an unmistakable movement of 
the^hand. This natural facility in pantomime is strikingly shown 
at the institution in Home for tiie education of the deaf and dumb. 
Comparatively little is done by the tedious process of spelling ; but 
a whole vocabulary of gestures, simple, intelUgible, and defined, 
serves these mutes as a short-hand language. The rapidity with 
which they talk, and the ready intelligence they show in their con- 
versation, is surprising. Their communications are often more rapid 
than speech, and it is seldom that they are driven to the necessity of 
spelling. The head of this estabUshment, who is a priest, has 
devoted himself with much zeal and skill to the education of these 
poor unfortunates, and they seemed greatly to have profited by his 
instruction. But what struck me more than anything else, was the 
simple and ingenious system of pantomimic conversation adopted, 
and, I believe, invented by him. 

The mimetic performances on the Italian stage are remarkable. 
The mimi seem generally to prefer tragedy or melodrama, and cer« 
tainly they "tear a passion to rags" as none but Italians could. 
Nothing to them is impossible. Grief, love, madness, jealousy, and 
anger, convulse them by turns. Their hands seem wildly to grasp 
after expression ; their bodies are convulsed with emotion ; their 
fingers send off electric flashes of indignation ; their faces undergo 
violent contortions of passion; every nerve and muscle becomes 
language; they talk all over, from head to foot : — 

<< ClAQsis faucibus, eloqnenti gestu, 
Xtitu, crure, genu, manu, rotatu." 







'be aTr> 
lire, "b"*^ 

r\ce 'wi^^^^'"' 




drop e^^ Ua^^ /% l>ravo8 oflr '^^e ^,^ ^ent,-! ^ 

*^ ISSS^*^ ^J^'fiy «^o>^£ff ^^'"h^ 

5vta poW'f i^ bis best spej? '^oceS^r ^^^''SL? "^ "^S 

sometimes pl*y j^yed btr !: *" ^e ^f^^i*" P">^e8 ta.^'^^^i^ of 
they have ^^ J^i go^^^-^eC*^**^ ih>o, ^/J^Iiog. !„? 

*^-.^'««-rrrC^'--o?*?i-^^ and 



AND 



" William Tell s^^^^a^.^ 1^^ " Jiodo/fo <« gterlua. ^ 

and" Norma " «f -,riocipal ai,^ f^j^te d' J^Sl* ''J^X f *^^^ ,. ^«s 



with thdr otigio»^,Jf the dra^* **« «iop,. ^»e^ie8 are pXjbjY'^^t^*^ 
Of the theatres^^ie oomp^*^ *ie best is tb^ *^^iJ'^" 

generally an adi»ij, flelf-coUaS^- ^« Jte/ia^^alle, whe^ "^ 

entinsly without *» g^gij^j^ Piousness and «Q^^«w good acttT**^^ 
re the bane of the ^ Btage. Everyt^^^^ed affectats^*— ** 



are the bane of ^^ yf^ ««gre. ^verj-tJ^T^ed affectatS^*-^^ 7^« 
gerated and pompoO^^^ ^ot even «a^ *^g ^"th „, ^^ v^ ««rf 
without moutbmg- ^. _ Jf «« ^oe against *'flbw do y^^ ^C^*^* 
the players that is »«* "^^Pant in our the^ >^»■iich Sa^W^ ^'t' 
the Ltrarr. are eiO^P'* f^d natural. Tb^j^^* The It^? A^^ 
out of doo«: and greg*""^ gi^ea them co^^*; iife which i»*^«^ 
theyarel«efK>mself-«>°*»o««ne8s. Thesaftj^^^Uce. and bt^^^b/i"" 
that marks their »i»nne" >n hfe ,s rwibl^ ^**sence of artt«*^«to7' 
should, however, uoderstend the Itahan ch^^ix their sC^^W" 
habite and pec^^aritie«' in order fitly *<> ';^Imi,'^^t«r, and &,^ t^ 
different from the ^^''J^''^,'! ^^ ^J^^'r acting^^V ^^ 
from that of the French- While at the Th^^i^^racter f ^^t & " 
one sees the most perfect representation of ^ ^n»n«,/ ' .'J>>e4? 
manne«. and dress^-on the Italian sage tS^'ficalfiJ »«» ^ajf 
tenderness, pathos, and natnrel s.mplictj^^-^^a^ ^^ ^^e, a^^ 
where the scene is in the artificial sphere ^^ Jn bZh^ P^sb!.^' 
French are decidedly superior to all other j^^ ^^bionl, Coe,J?' 
interest of the piece is wholly apart from t^^P^e- j^i'^e Uf^ ^^> 
mode (three very French words andthbgs). «*«tte, etio,^her^^^ 
natural and affecting. They generally seea^ ^ .^*a?iaji8 ®*fe, ann 
their audience, and one, at times, might easij^V^*© ""co,,*''® Oioi« 
he looking into a room, of which, without tf '^ag/oe /'5<^oos ^^ 
occupant, one wall is broken down. Thwe ig ^ ® ^'^owi^^self ^ 
advancing to the footlights, and playing to th© j,?"^ °f tb^ of the 
pleasant a characteristic of the English st&g^^^ick ,• '^'^taat 
dialogue is conversational, the actors talk to ea<^|^ ^e tonf *° «Jn- 
the house, and in their movements and mant, **'^®'" and '^^ **® 
and noncJudant as if they were in the privacy f ^^^^ ar ''*'* *» 
In tragedy their best actors are very powerf i *^*^'" 0\fi^, *®«y 
speaking their playing is best in aflFectine dr« ' ''"* or^- *®- 
where scope is given to passion and tenderness t* °^ coinm ""^•'^ 
comedy and farce too, they are admirable • «« J **^>»ct^"" ''*^» 
bufo does not exist. Then: impersonatin^a ."**fltalv«:^'*«. 
the truth of natural oddity, exhibit a^ ' ^^O"* o JL, * "^l 
s genial susoeptibiUty to the -Wd wS?o^li>^ttn"d 

^ scarcely bo 



^l»®*ttitii» of •4*=» **^ *^® street; and *^« 1^ 

priestcraft, «^^i,.^a8i^^!^*««ce '^'^ «»e actors 4s^ ,c^ ^^f 

Pope ftoia Ga**** '^ *lxe stage, if ^ ^^ «/ 

Borne. . tbi« *'TL^^ *he ^«7 fi<"^©»> , ., * -*>ofl,° 

Bistori was a* ^ one ooul<j not eaaily seo ^f *«*• yoatl^ 
more loeautiful pei ^j^gcoioe a lit^jg jxcss^ for r^^ven in Italy. *^»3d , 
not THitil she ^a* , jjiade her visit to JFraDce/"""^" Locandiera t^j * »a« 
took to tragedy ^ ^^d she does not plena^ Since then h^^. ^t 82,^ 
style has cbang®?' g. She is now more sta.t^ *ie Iio™*°s ^^ J^ioie 
as in her earlier "^'^^j^en she was , more simjji ^O', elaborate, ^w]^«ci 
culated in her art ; _ ^^hin |.j,g circle of ft^.-^^ Jiatural, aad ^^ cal. 
sive. She has be^ .^ j^ j^ovnaB her imitatoi* "^^^ ^^^ ^«s f *^pui. 
influence, though s^ ^^^ j^ ^ ^^^4 actress^ -J" Comedy sh© * *er 
plays ; bat in tragedy .^^ ^^^^ O^g is alwa^*^ater than gj^ ^^tefy 
have been in those **xjjey are very different i^ ^ tempted to ^^ **ui<J 
her with Rachel ; ba* ^^^t woman, and her jTf'®''" Power8.^Pa»« 
was a Lamia— a ^/^ and devilish passion^ ^*;;]eatness wal r^hel 
representation of ^''^^Iieg ; but rage, revej^ ~ -t«ve and te>,i* *ie 
were beyond her fa*'"v^tb unequaUed powe? * and all ^ ''©megg 
emotions she expressed ^^^ writhed 1 j^ In scenes *^'"»'ao 

excitement that pale «*®°, ^octawl along her Hck"** Serpent . °^ «^t 
thin arm and hand seemeo expressive was j/waperies. .'^^ the 

hiaa, so subtle and ^o:^^f^^YAe of expres8ine,**«ttoreai;^^'J almost 
a face and figure she ^^.^f Birtori,on the If ^' "»« C^*^ ^iat 
Cbaracters she loved ^« Pjf J, J^ly and genSe'^^*'?^. ej^ °' «"« 
repreaentabonoftbemore^o i^^.^'^Weg. 1?^- in the 

is more of the heart— love. ^^^T' admi^^^'8»a«0D '^'^'-actiDa 
deXe, heroic fortitude, she ^P^.tH^J'^bly. In'J^^ox,^ 
^'of Myrra and Med«.J« »^*^^«f and C^^^ ten^bt 
^er. The botror of the df^ »s j)Mcured by the p^^^^ Possess 
^'ng andtbe exigencies of '^^^^^^ BaeS^** ^^ tb^ 
Z^iZ tbe doing If horrible «^i,™to be driven i„'^«>«i to 
Snt impnlses beyond b^ power to control. Her Ttf^^^^n by 
^e^ting as it is terrible ; heir Juditii, so heroic and jJI^^* « L 
^u forget ber deed in the self-sacnfice and love of conn?'^ *»» 
prompted it. Bravely as she carries herseU, there is alwav«^ ""^'"^ 
^undercurrent of womanly repulaoa which she is forS,?^"^* 
ma by g^e**^ lesotatAon. "^ to over- 

At the Valle, also, SaVvini has pUy^d f^ consecutive v» 
me^U of the Dondini corps, hod. before and since hls^^^i^^^i^ 



BOBA BI ROMA. * 

^ Viave won for bixn a ESuropean name. Here 

\^'a Acs^^^'^^^*:^^ 'night be seen, l>efoTe bis liberalism and love 

-^-^c© «»^ ^^'^^^^ - -^^ ^"^^ ^**^y *^*»^ *^® «*^ reverses of '48, and 



\oo, 'J^®''^ ^''^'.TpA "9^^^!^ '^^ greatest of Italian actors. I had never the 
oi'covvnOT **^^9A ^^'%^^^ ^^* once, but tben be performed one of his 
depiVv«^ ^^* ^ «^^ ^^^>tt» ^^^« His representation of this wicked, 
good fo'f*^ ^^ ^^ "^A decrepit old king was terrible for its power 
great |at^ 'gg,jgx\a\» ^^ r|7hoiigb a yonng man, his ** make up* was so 
InT^th'io nature- ^j,e aid of a strong opera-glass, it was impos- 
artistic that, even ^5^^ -^^ painted. There were the seamy parch- 
sible to believe tbai> ^^^ply-cbannelled cheeks, the dropping jaw, 
ment forehead, *^.-^^x-y Notched complexion of eighty; his back 
rheumy eyes, and ^^^x^^Leer higher than the other, and the whole 
was curved, one ^^^^^tncoS^y ; his walk was stiff and cramped, his 
frame marked with ^^ jj^gtnda trembling and clutching constantly at 
gesture spasmodic, ^^^^^ -^^eak and harsh, and in violent paroxysms 
his dress ; his voice ^^^^ ^X5tors, forgetting their feigned weakneeis, 
of passion, vrben ro<^ ^^^X^^ became extinguished and convulsive, 
raise their voice, bi** -fct^en into a wiry scream. Kever for a mo- 

bursting only now «'^^ ^baracter he was acting ; or rather, so com- 
ment did he forget V^^^^m^^^ ^°*^ ^*' *^** ^e hunself seemed no longer 
pletelvhad he fused xii^||^ -picture of blasted, passionate, and sensual 
to exist. So glift»*^5^^^^x:re8 had outlived their physical satisfaction, 
old age, where empty ^^^^g^^ passions, paralyzing the impotent body, 
and the violence of i«^^ -^^^«' "*^ before or after. 
ended in convulsion, ^^ ^^^me school of acting as Modena, has almost 
Salvini, who is <^*^. ^ ©^^^ i® » wonderful performance, worthy to 
an equal genius- ^ ^^^. of Modena. The mixture of rage and 
stand beside the ^^^t^^a spint--.hi8 trances when the facts of the 
inanity ,n this toT^ pear before the terrible visions conjured up 

b^ £/r.^^ ^V^ e^^>«eqiient intervals of painful weakness and 
•^"^iie sorT'"^^^ «:8lT>^«^ ?«. ^^^y ^^ ^ctor of great imagination 
oouM ^ZT"^!^ T Bo, too, his Othello, in another way, is quite 
'^ ''^^rka^ ^^^rt^« wagedy moves on with an even and constantty 
'^eien,,^^^e. ^ ^ ^''T^f ^ ^""^ ^« ^^^' dignity of the 

i^^^^^^^^^e *^Ti f f ""^^^ ^anlinL of his W, and 

^^r^^.^^^ ^SS^^ ^ixe turbulent changes of passion when, stung by 

«^^^S>C ^^-^^^^^^V^'i.l ^^' ^ ^^^ liimself by doubts, 

,f ^^ ?':^i :^^^^^"^^!^l^^T^r''^^ fi«^<^ savageness of. his 

tl" '<^ V^ ^S^^^nl hirrf>? ""^ ^^l«ion, he sfizes him by 

''^^-O^ ^i&"g^^g^™ ^ **;\?^^^^> *oweiB over him in a 

%^ -^^^^^^ ^^«-^^« <^^^1. titter taunting of Desdemona, 



c 



A^^^ ^3sro 



upon V x^^ ^^^■*^«fiS-5iXFlJff. 






vrtim •wtoaS'*?^for«*^* »ttx^^' *e believes a -w 

Sd pray. »'!,iS '^P^'^^^t^. ««»<iatio? td^*** bet oo^f^^^ ,, 

which all S»g^*li««"'^^»^T* ^"> «>« ^^^^^^'^^S^ >!=^«/.< 
pa«sioa of the J^^u j^S forth life g^' »* i8 the i^ ^ ^^ ^^ 
^ tortured D*** « the Moor LuSL/^^^ «>nsw^*^«"!6/ir 

In the last «»^^ro«. hj ^«*«?«°^ S*lx.^ ^^^i-J^^^^ 

a tiger weaving ^ ^^^ cage, Ae r^^^to" is wonde,^ , * «** 
furthest limits <» "^^™7f» ^ow stea/ing-^ « to and fto *^*« ^ 
strides and avoJdJ»S " "PProaches, and n^^J^^jr from hej- ,5^^fc„^*« 
upon her and ToUiOg l"" black eyes, by tun^^^ fuming fie^j^« t X^, «>« 
touched by tenderoesa. />r goading himself .Agitated byi^r^^C^^ °»^ 
like a BtotL, be e^i^ ^f "^^ bears her a^ **ito r«ge, untf^^Oi.^'^'^ 
this Salvini ne^er forgets that the Moo^^CS- to her dea*!^ ^t >' 
jealousy, acts on » ^^ ""'^'"^ of justice a»i^ *iiough madS* Jnu' 
"Oh I '»■*** ^^'"^^ beneath all dep^* '^'^t of rerej]* ^*>ed t 
But tbBt I did proceed upon juet g^]^ i^ j,^^ *« J^ *r 

To tW« extremity. ^^*»ds 

After the deed has been accompli^ed, t^j^ 
of his ghastly face «» be looks out betwee« ^ caa exceed 
about him wlien he hears Emilia s knoci^^-^e «^bu^*4ei„ 
morse of that wild, terrible cry as he leans o^f** tie an^ *6 ^r"^'- 
he knows her innocence— or the savage rage ^^*" ier de^^i ^rf '^ 
with which he leaps upon lago? But thj^ f that ^My L^ 
passion. Henceforward to the end nothing ^« tie W e^ s^ ' 
than Salvini's representation of the broken^, ^o ^ tHo ^'''ioftt 
sumes his original hearing. He is cshn in hiJ^'ted mJ'^ '^poaiJ'^ 
fied in his despair. Nothing remains but d^^^^^Hoa' ^e ^^ 
becomes his great nature. His last speech ^^ *od /.„ *od di—.r 
calm. After these words:— «^d, g,.'^^^ dif^~ 

" I took by the throat the oircnincised a© ^^^^ ^^ 

And smote him — » 

he pauses, rwses himself to his full heigh* anrt 
then hissing out " Thus," he suddenly dr^L v ^^* Pton^i 
his throat, and fails backward dead. ^'^ drved t ^ 'onnd • 

^^'I'fe across' 
The Italians at the theatre are like ch"l,i 
sented on the stage is real to them. Tk- "'^'en. The sno 
and heroine, detest the villam, and •J"^""!**"^© WfT^f^P"*- 
character he pUys. They applaud the ^m^ *•"* "^tor^Tl ^T 

"" noble sentiments a.y.A ***« 
•••^id murmur 
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at the \)ad. When ©thello calls Tago «*hone8t " there .^ ^ ^^ 
over the whole honse, and whenever lago makes his ^^^^^^ ^ 
movement of detestation is perceptible anaong th^ audience. 
Scarcely will they sit quietly in their seats when he Itneeig with 
Othello to vow his " wit, hands, heart to wronged Othello's service," 
but openly cry out against him. I have even heard f^^^j^^ ^ '^ 
minor theatre hiss an actor who represented a melodraoaatic Barba- 
rossa who maltreated the Italians, giving vent to their indignation 
by such loud vociferation that the poor actor was forced to apologize 
by deprecatory gestures, and recall to their minds the fact that he 
was acting a part So openly is the sympathy of the audience ex- 
pressed that it is sometimes difficult to induce an actor to take the 
villain's role. 

On one occasion I was present at the Cocomero Theatre in Florence, 
when a French play was performed, founded on the murder of the 
Duchesse de Praslin. Strong disapprobation was exhibited during 
the first acts ; but when finally the assassin issues from behind the 
curtain after committing the fatal act, with a bloody dagger in his 
hand and his clothes stained with blood, the whole audience rose as 
a single man, and, with a loud groan of disgust, drove the actor 
from the stage and refused to allow the performance to continue. 

It is not three months ago that a new play was brought out at the 
Correa. The story was one of seduction, drawn from a French plot, 
but the people would not bear it. " Einfame, Epwr troppo questo. 
ij indegno^ was heard on all sides. Men who might perhaps have 
secretly followed the course of the seducer in real life were indignant 
at its representation on the stage. They would not permit art to be 
dragged down into the filthy kennels of sensual vice. Nor is this 
solely the case with the stage. Their poetry, their romance, their 
literature is opposed at all points to that of the French. It may be 
dull, but it is always decent, always moral. Whatever life may be, 
art is a sanctuary, and not, as in many French novels of the present 
day, a neutral ground of assignation and seduction. 

When summer comes on and the days grow long there are 
theatrical representations in the open air at the Mausoleum of 
Augustus, or, as it is more popularly called, the Correa, beginning 
at five and ending at half-past eight o'clock. The theatre itself is 
built into the circular walls of the ancient mausoleum of Augustus 
that fire, siege, and the efforts of barbarians have failed to demolish ; 
and its popular name is founded on the &ct that the entrance is 
through the cortUe of the Palazzo Correa, on the ground floor of 
which the tickets of admission are sold. You pass through the 



composed of V^"" ^ere tro^*«8 or serpez^^i"^* T^^iU t.^^^ of,, 

th^xce issuing xj^ old ttj^-J' ^^Srn^ar «^,U*i«l feet of ^ J :§;^ fe> 
outer shell of* and*^^«m. ^W. i^J ^you see l^*^^^'^ «^ 
anddraperyof*^' , «j^^Paaaingron tiro,^ reticulated jf^ ^*«<«fl». 
is inscribed the ^^^ ^ ^^^*^ «?- ^^m^\t a doorwajr i^-^^"" «*«' 

of stain, to a l^^'^^^our '^^^^ ^^''^ **« **-4 * :^<"' ««cen-J t ^"^:»> :>* 
your ticket. ^S^'^t.IlI \^^ ^"^ arre8te4 ^a, where yo.->'cr/^cA 
slabs let into tbe >«^a"' on which are oe/^>^<^^ a number *^ ®^V^*<» 
emperors and kiogS' as you expected, but t}r*'«*ed, not tb^^*" ll * »P 
ridera and actor* ^^l^^^. delighted ik^^ /amous feaj! V^'-i/e 
arena, and of the -(^ondeflul mtelligence of ^ ^Hodem Eon, ^f „• "^ 

quence ; — ^iopyine fn ' -^ ^ *^® 

" Cessa la loquace tr<mba delta farm ^ ^ ^^ ^X^^^' 

^om thifianding ^^ enter at once th^^^if2.^^e 28^^^ O^^^' 
within lofty walls and open above to the ^j^^^rcu/ar-^?^ « iR^"^^ 
steps, receding Taxonnd to an arcade of si^g^3^. ^^/^a, ^.f ."^ 
is an open terrace guarded by an jron railu^y^^one arch.^^ of t""*^^ 
nent seats^and one-half the arcade is di^* ^os^i J^«> ""^erjl'^t 
which are sold to the gentry. On one side |^ ^^d i^^ '^ t^Q J^^<?A 
with curtain, drop-scene and coulisses, and i^ ^^^ a o^^ie^^" 
of the open space of the arena is temporarily x^^^^^ of *?^®^ed sl^ 
numbered chairs, where the great mass of ^^^ o^ ^^^^ a p^^^^* 
price of a seat within this enclosure is fifteen z ^^^ie^"^ ^^^ed J-^^ 
the railing and on the brick steps the price i^ ^^^c^i^ ^it jn^ 
boxes in the arcsades cost a few laiocchi mo^e ^^^y on^ ^^^ outsi^^ 
tant from the stage they are but little occtj *• * ^ th^^' Tb 
arena is used for circus performances, in whicK ^^®^* ^^^e^^^ ^^e dis^ 
railed-off enclosures are removed, and they K« ^^^^ *^e ^ ^^en tij 
The outer walls are so high that by ^ve o'cloot ?^ *^e ^^ ^d the 
shadow, and there one may pass an hour or iZr ^^^^ '^^ Peaces 
the summer afternoon, smoking a cigar and V ^^^ ao!f ^^^*® in 
rable acting. The air is cool and fresh • f u*^^*^^ ofte^f *% in 
streaming lamps ; the smoke from the ci ' '^^ ^ ^o vii ^^n^i- 
sky and disturbs no one ; great white ol ^ ^^^^ I'n^ t^^®" ^^ 
over you ; swallows hurtle above, dan-- ^^^ ^"ft not/ ^ ^P^n 
curving flight, and the place is iix .i^ ^S to and fro iZ, ^""^ *^en 

"^^^ ^Pects most 1??^'*^% in 



"^^^^--^e^S!^ 



If 
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ijoo cg *^ listen you may gtroU Ontside the railings in 
Acend ^^ *^® open arcade and chat with your friends. 
^ -yavk find a subterranean eaffe heneath the brick 
bleB op^'ead ont before it, where you may order to be 
Ijeer, wine, hibite of oranges, lemons, syrups of straw- 
^olety all sorts of rosdjy and, if your taste is more 
Vero.e*^*» oq^^'^^<^ ^^^ rAww. Cigar vendors are also 
tit • ^^^ between the acts you hear on all sides theciy 
'acuri scettiT The scenery is very poor, and without 
r lampl^Sl** everything looks tawdry; but, when the 
the imagina'tion supplies the material defieieucies. 
* tbe acting is bad that the scenery becomes ludicrous. 
3eare, a "blanket will suffice; but Charles Kean re- 
jplendour and pomp of scenic effect as a background. 
tJrone fof » king ; but Cbriptopher Sly is not a lord 
lirest cli^^^^' hung round with wanton pictures." 
*n a very <^^ effect takes place. In a scene of pas- 
n wben *^® lover is on his knees ; when the father is 
Is to ctxrBeliis child ; when the mother is just about to 
bund da-^gl^*®^ » ^^^^ two rivals are crossing swords 
elaXk^s snddenly peal the bells of the neighbourhood, 
whose voices are drowned in the din, are forced to 
ibout th^G stage, and wait until the noise ceases. The 
9 and iBXi^^^i *^6 actors smile and drop into their real 
yhpoS^y «^^"SS his shoulders, and not a few say, "cu> 
tbG grievance is soon over, and the scene goes on. 
oIoTid araws darkening over the sky, and a sudden 
" ^vfrltJx B. few large preliminary drops brings all the 
iir- r&et, and a general scramble takes place for the 
'X'lx^ play still contmues, however ; and queer en5ngh 
h^ ^«pect of the place, a few venturous spirits 
e^x- ^s ^^V ^ ^^^ ^^^ knowing that the pit is the 
. i«>o*, iseill bravely keep their places under the green, 
>p^ aomes of tlieirjinibrellas— others braver than 
.- xi4:>* Jiaa the foresight to bring umbrellas-^eize a 
a^ xe ^r'^^^^f^'f^f l^oldingithyoneleg,impio. 
/^ ^^t. last spectacle of this kind at which I Vas 

^^ J«o.fc l^^yond thi8--at the first drops the greater 
^^i^5« ^^^y> "^l ^9^^ and there jeered the few who 

^^^ "J^^Tw^n^"?^^^^- ^^* the rain came 
.X^^- *^^J J^^ to outUst the play, and one by 
►i*- «^««Pt a sturdy Englisbman <rf liiddle age in 
r^<^ ^^^ Italian woman. They had made up their 



^e^Tplantf ^^^tbherbo^gs oi^ a ci.a,> '^l* them 0^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
knees on a le^^^.jde of ho^ **«>^. an ixxverte^ **^ front of jT* "^ ^ 
dres8,oneitber^ hadtliJ;,*"? "» i^^r hr^ f^iairwassp^r'*'* ^e^ 
rungs of which *"j^^ J^st ier arms «>^^a8 a thiirf ^^ >^«6 1 
chair ahove *»f J -aim to «[** crouched b^^ to rapport s^*-^?"**- A, 
with the greatf*^C,;*^epIax. .-Aei,^^^a«. tt^ ^^t^^f* *A, 



knees on a le^«* jde of he^ **«^. an ixxverte^ *?* front of jT^ "^ ^^^ 
dress, on either J^ehadth*:,*"^ ^ *«^ ia^ ^'^iairwassp^^*'^ ^e^ ^i 
rungs of wWcb ^^^'*^^3t W a™« ^o'l^w a thi«('^>^ ^^y, 'Q 
chair ahove J^ff^'to^** crouched b^^ to rapport *^*«^^^e, /^^ 
with the great*** ^EiJ,**'« play, ^t i^^^ati, ^i^ ^^^t^^f* « 
be outdone, sa* 'f-JT^'^^'^, ^^ hi^*^ side, and u^^ J'^'^ 
similarly arrange**/ * reapeota save tj^ taxnwers roll^>-i7^ *«Oed 
imibreli; instead ^^^.^^^^on his head. J;^* i^ had a !^ J^^ fo 



with the greater; - JW,,-^^ P"»^- ^« ii^^a«« this, sir*-*t ^P ti, 
be outdone, sa* *!'*i/^/'«^'"«°» with i4^^*> «de. and u^^ J'^'m 
similarly arrange**,' * respects save tj^ trouaera ro]l^>-i7^ *«06' 
nmbreli; instead of * "*»ir on his head. ^^^ i^ had a ?? >^ «o 
the thunder peale^'*"* ^^am poured in toj,^ *»e pit swanj 5*^».^' ««d 
Titmost mnff /ro*^ *r**^ «**' J^either turnj^^^ts ; but the^ *"tij J^ 



'e 



Other, but both loo^^^ stedfastly before ^^ a^ide to ^^^- ^l^^r, 
the cloud broke uP' *^^ "^.T^^ ^^^^ o^e^^^ at the sta^^C ^^^ 
to pour back. T^^ :Biigli8bman never x^^ ^d the au^^, ^^i 
before bin., and upon the faHmg of a T^J^^, imtij ^^^^Cfe f ^^ 
seized a chir and li^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^» So ^^^ supnJel^ ^ta? ^^^ 
man's view o^ha ^tage. This hurnaa ^^ > ii^Se :^ta^^ ^o. 
longer. He dropped Y^ g^eat ninbre la at^^^^^^enoe SuL ^"^ S.^^^ 
a punch with the great brass feruJe j^ t:K^*^etheT^ ^tx2^^^^- 
making signs that be was m his way^^^ Middle ^^t^o^ ^^ 
shrugged his shoulders and kughed, and i^ J^^^^ei, J ^f tb^T^^e 
Often, before the play is over, the shado^^^d aaide^ ^*e oL ''^^^ 
the arena, and the stars begin to twinkl^ ^ of t^.* ^^cle 

are lighted on the stage and around the tkx^J^^^^head ^^t (f^ 
the yellow lights below and the silvery ^'^^^ and k ^^ezj ; ^^ 
deep abyss of the sky, is very striking. ^^^Pointa f ^ntr^^ 

As one looks around, in the intervals of ^.^ ^^Ve, zq f\ 

iscences of the r^Ur,^ will sometimes verv ^^ acting. ._ '^e 




^eini. 



^ .~'"**» wui revive t"« © vt the o7r? j "^'^toj^ ^ind • 

place with the shapes of the Cassars, whose h^-y^> ^rf ^^'t^ ac 
solemn burial eighteen hundred years ago ^^® ^ere ? ^^Ple th^ 
spirits walk here after the shadows havebe'^ ^ *^ouu '^ ^^^d in 
from the river to steal over their tomb ? tu^ ^ ^^ an^ ^°* their 
twilight,— but let us linger a few moment ^^ is *^® ^ists 
the past, or, if you wish to have a aensatW ^^ ^^^ a ^r ^1"^ after 
these damp subterranean passages and • ^* "® ^valu . I'*'® iuto 
Strabo tells us that this mausoleunT'^v*® * ®P^^t orT ^^^ ^^® ^^ 
to be the last resting-place for the oT^^^^ ^uiltl^"": 

*^« ashes of bis fatoii ^^""^^tus 
^**^yj originally 
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^^"^ ^^toixluB of earth, raised on a lofty iMwement of 
^' Cl ^"^^red to the simimit with, evergreen plantations 
^>vl»X\x ^^^S"^g garden. On the snmniit was a bronze 
^t^Ti^ himself, and beneath the tumnlus was a lai^e 
^ k^ ^Mch ran a range of fourteen sepulchral cbam- 
l^^to tViia oommon vestibule. At the entrance were two 
^^^1^^> ^% feet in height, and all around was an exten- 
-^^^ed into walks and terraces. In the centre of the 
^f[/0 the mausoleum, -was the Jyusturn^ or funeral pile, 
^^^0 were burnt. This was also built of white marble, 
^^iustra^es, and planted inside with poplars. Its 
recently ascertained to be close by the church of St 
rp}xe joung Marcellus, whose fate was bewailed by 
that ^^^ ^^ world knows, ^wras its first occupant, and 
r^aat^^rri^^ procession laid their ashes in this marble 
^ ^^ ^Ifitced Octavia, the mother of Marcellus, the 
of ^ tJ^^^^' whom Cleopatra caught in her "strong 
tT'^ X^y ^grippa, the builder of the Pantheon and 
r th^^O^^^^^ ^^^^ » Caius and Lucius, the emperor's 
. ^'^® F^^'^^^H-beloved wife ; and beside them, Augustus 
la, lii» ^^y^& poisoned ashes of the noble Germanicus 
'' ^^:«ri-^^ ^^ Agrippina, while crowds of mourning 
^^v 3.:r3.-«^^^^^& *^® go<is to spare to them his children, 
edher, -g-^^^-i^isus, the pride of the Claudian family, and 
S ^^3. :X:>x^8^8» the son of Tiberius, were laid. Here 
^^vtx»-, ^^^ T!*"^ ^^ ®^i^® and persecution, was at 
^^^^-^o^^ «^si^e that of her husband Germanicus. 
^^ T«o*5^f Agrippina, and his victim Britannicus; 
\^^V^'^'' Olaudms, and aU the other Caesars down to 
TkeVc \>««»^-Pla^ce ; and then the marble door was 
^^I^^\o\xvsl1 cells were full. 

"^ sv^^ J?,^^,?^^^^^ ^ the history of the mausoleum, 
^y, wTixile^the ashes of the Caesars reposed undis- 
^^arble sepulchres. Then came a thund^ over their 
l^"^""' iVhrl^A '^''*^7' overwhelmed Rome with 
™'rt't^^C«i''^ '^ S^*« ^^ ^^ nmusoleum, 

^-r^tunes again wentl^rwUhoiw^^'' '^" "^""Vl 
^^d8 md serpents slid i^ o^ * ""^"^^^^ "^^^ *^^* 
^too^posse^onc?H^^^/^^*y^<>l««te<i- ^* 
^^ their treachery aft^h^ ^^V'^* ^* ^^^^ ^ ^''^''^' 
:^pu]ace aestrov^^i ^t^^/^P^l«e of the Romans at 
yea all that was destructible of this 



walls resisted ^^ ^^ thirty » and MoSZ^ *^,^*^°': ^"^-^ 

aiches of the ^ jVen;^ ^^ie funeral ii^Jj^e saw 0Ve5^«^ **w^ 
««n< 08W et Ctrl ^^ratoris."* ^Jption of If * '=>'<:»^%/ 

pied them, re^^' IX. ^^ » fortre^ ^^n the Q^,^^^ of I 
assaults of Gr^^^y whetj ^ ^*^ there iritK ***: "^ 

Then came ft/^Jl mV,*,^®'^ '''""'«^ ^^a^ ^^'^t^ o» 

Eome'slasttrib'f' 'ordered at tia/ooT J>/ace here. ^*°^ ' 

Ixjdy was dnggff °y the, Jb^b, m^ ^t the Capito, ^* », 

and Sciarette Co^"^^^ °'' «»« '"^ of ^ the orders oi^* *»i.^ 
the fi«t funeial py;?i^5? ««t of ^erra. *^^ o,au«>leu,;^ ^^J * 
there, feeding with dryjWes the fire th^^ J^^er^ Jew ir->-^'' 
and the ashj were blown about hy the wi^ J^nsined rL^O^! * 

of them remain* The frcophagus whic,^**^^^ and not ^^ 

Agrippina, daughter of Jfercus Agnppa ^^ ^^^ntained tk *^ea„ 
one of the few ielics which now remain of ^g >^e of Ge!?® Habf" 
mausoleum ; and the ve^ stone on w^ch tj^^ pomp o/i^ W* 
to her meiioiy was afterwards used as ^^^io«cn^5 ^s^f "«> 
hundred-weighTof com. It may stall be *iie mS^'tastl'^^ 
Conservatora' Palace, on the Capitolme flij,^^*! /q ^'^e f^^v 
modem senate sculptured on its side, an<j *-. ^'** th ^^n f 
setting forth its " base modem uses." **®Oeat2i * **■«!« T * 

This resting place of Csesars, this fortress of *^ iiiscr' * 

afterwards hollowed out into a vmeyard, an^^^'ediw^ , ^*' 

work on Gli Antichi Sepolchri, gives ns a pj^^?* ^aoy ' Pfin,^ 
It was then noade into a circus for bulUg r'>'*e of ifl^'toli j' ^ 
abolished a few years ago ; and now it is dev **' ^^'oh **'«/sta 
uses of a circus and a day theatre. Wher© t^ ^^ *o a, ^^ on 
cessions of death once paused, the parti-colo,, ®/^d i.^* *^'ems 
the dust, and, flinging out both his arms, crfe^ cJo^^'^Peria, p^ 
the chambers where once were ranged the W* '"^^OJ^,- '""'>tes 
Germanicus, stand rows of bottles contain" °^ -4ii *^-*' 
bibtte ; and the only funeral pyres we bn '^^ ^^> . .^«tus aj 
cigars we smoke, as we look at the pW nf t *^«>"e n^^o^, ai 
mutantur. ^ "^ "^ Julius C^"^"^ are « 

* Liber de Mirab. Rom. Ap. Montfauco,. n- ^ 

t " Biography of Rienzi," bv T ^^"^^^ Italicu^. 

«yTommasoFortifio^'*'>P.692. 
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THE COLOSSEUM. 
tophftheatre. The golden house of Kero is goD^ , Jj^ St^' 
where Cicero delivemi his immortal orations is *i f remaiiV^^ 
^d antiquarians quarrel OTrer the few column^ * . ^ and fcK 
the Colosseum stiJl stands ; despite the assault of ^'^.^ deca^^ 
ot barbarians, it still stands, noble aud beautiful ^^ ^ "^'^ 

«nore beautiful than ever. Wlv rt. 

But what a change has oome over it- since the bloody s^^:^^ 
the Casa&rs were enacted ! A supreme peace noW r^i^^ ^ 
/iliousands of beautiful flowers bloom ia its ruined arches, tau ^ 
(and shrubs wave across the open spaces, aaiicL Nature has beal^^ 
the wounds of time with delicate grasses and weeds. W 
through the joodmm doors, wild beasts oTLoe rushed into the at- 
tear the Christian martyrs, now stand tHe altars and statiot^^ 
are dedicated to Christ. In the summer aftemooikthe air aVT 
thronged with twittering swallows; ana sometii?es, Hke a ' 
nifloence of imperial times, far up in i.He blue height, au 
pJamng over it on wide-spread motioixl^ss wings, sails ^^: 

Here, as you lie towards twilight, dreamincr „f *>,« r^ , 

acolytes. It is composed of a Franciscan fWar in v f^ ^^* 
and cowl, accompanied by the religious confraternitvTr .u "^ 
of Jesus and Maria," and followed by a gix)upTf I *^^ "-^ : 
and veiled. They chant together a hymzTastlZ^'^^''^ 
the cross planted in the centre of the arena. ThZ l.^^^ «P) 
cry, *« Adoramm fc, Ohrtste, ef benedicimus te "^ 1^!l ^^^ W 
«* Q^%a per aanctcm crucem ttiafu redm^isti Lu^^ *^« ^^ 
monk ascends the platform before one of the altaT^i *" ^ 
beside him, and preaches a sermon. This finiS^ ..^^'« c 
makes the round of the stations and again passeT^: ^f ^^^ 
As he advances to the first station he chante ;^ ^^ *lie 

•* L' orme sanguigne 

Del mio Signore, 

Tutto dolore 

Seguiterd." 

And the people respond : — 

** Vi ppego, o Gesa buono^ 
Per la vostra passione 
Darmi il perdono V 

It is Strange to hear this chant and sermon in a pWe once ^c i 

to blood— strange to hear the doctrine of love and forgiv-eti 
VOL. I, ^^r 
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f^.^^«^jE»* where the gladiator fell and the martyr suffered for hit 

««a^ ^^ ^'•eam over this change, the »plcndotir of siu)«et blazes 
bta^^ *^e loftjr walls, and transfigures its blocks of travertiDeto 
/?re . ^r^^^^ massive gold ; the qnivering stalks and weeda «eeinon 
^aio^^ r^*^'^e'"« ^""^ ^^ » g^^'T of colonr, and show like gem 
^/>ezi ^ ^^® rough crust of their setting ; rose cloud* hang m the 
t^rod^T.^"'* aboFe, under which swift birds flash inoesaantly, and 
*huv^^ *^e shadowed arches you see long molten bars of crimwn 
the v%^^^^'^^^ « gorgeous sky beyond. Slowly the great shadow of 
^^^zes '^^ ^^^^ creeps along the arena; the cross in the eentw 

^»/>id# ^^ ^^>^S€Tin the anii ; it reaches the eastern benches^ climbs 
Bivifti l'^ the wall, and the glory of sunset is gene. Twilight now 

at^^ ^ «r^^«v» ite veil aeross the sky, the molten clouds grow cool 
ory^l^^^^7 *lie orfiige refines into citron and pales away totenderest 
hglyt^^ ^^Sh^9 and stars begin to peer tbrongh the dim veil of twi- 
g^jj \ Sli^ do wa deepen in the open arena, block up the arches and 
You^^'^^^ <503ifuse the lines of the benches, and shroud its decay. 
itjg ^^"^ ^2:ft<^ ^alk mnsdngly into the centre of the arena, and, look- 
^tich^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^™» vast circumference, yon suddenly behold the 
Shost^^ ^^ «z>r old thronged with their myriads of human forms— the 
^^^i^<J^^ *^^*=^ose who once sat there. That terrible circle of eyes is 
^^^tS ^*^ -3=^oti with a ghastly expression of cruel excitement. Ton 
^^Vc^^^^^^^^^'lja-^ge, exciting hum of confused voices, and the roar of 
af^"" tousfc^V^-^ *^® caverns below. You are yourself the gladiator, 
c^J^o ^t:^m^.^^^T to make a Roman holiday, or the martyr who waits 
y,,^f* o^^-m^-^^^'^Y T"^? ^^^e^i^ that are to rend you. A shudder 
ao^Zjo<^:^ :m=^ -»^^!^"'^, *^^ ?^^^ ^•^ noagnetized you with its old life- 
ai.^'^n^ ^^cz^^^^I^^^'^ ''''"?^*^ *^^^ *^igl^t. when suddenly you hear a 
^ ia. ^ "••^*^^=*-:fcr^ fr^!^^' yran9ois, where did the Veatal virgins atf 
hnli^^ ^ ^^^ iV^ ^^^^ dream. 

^^^Tk *^*^*--^ V^L^s^^.^^i^'^'^^'^^Sh the arches and so^^^ 
^gkt'I^^ -^^^^ IKT^Sr coi,^^ oJ<i amphitheatxe ; an owl plaintively hoots 

^^.-i^^^^.:^ "^ P^^« *^ T^d fro ?n fif ^ tP ^"'y '« ^^Pl^™g *^« "^'"'• 
''^^■^ ^^^==^ crc^me in to see th« ^. r^ , »hadowy entrance, and parties 

-*^ard and forward a«H ''fr^'''^ ^^ moonlight They 

<»«ner, in broken I^r, i-®^ '^gnide, philosopher, and 

■^ much interested to /^ ^"®" answers their questions. 

> amphitheatre is «L^"i?^^^^^^^g» ai^id how broad, and 

> ana liow many persons it would hold, 




THE COLOSSEUM. ^^ 

and where the beasts were kept, and, above all, vlie«« the Vestal Vir 
gins sat ; and every Englishman quotes the passage ftom *\Maafred; 
in vs^hich Lord Byron describes the Colosseiain, and listens witl 
special attention for the owls and the wato'ti-<log, and is rather in- 
clined to think he has been cheated unless Ke does happen to heai 
them ; and every truly sentimental young IsLcly agrees with the poet 
when he says that the moonlight makes 

" Tlie place 
Become religion, and the heai-t x-viz& o'er 
With silent worship of the greo.ti> of" old," 

who played such pretty pranks here soxxio eighteen hundj^d ^ 
ago. years 

Such is the Colosseum at the present day. Let ns go ha t • 
the past, and endeavour to reconstruct it. * ^^^ 

We are in the beginning of the reign of" ±Yke great Julius 
stormy populace of Borne has no amphit;liesi,tre for. its sht^' ^^^ 
games and combats with wild beasts. W^lieix they tak j ^^*^"^1 
are exhibited in the Forum, and there tHe x^^ople throne ^^^' *^^^ 



the temporary seats by which a small arezxck is enclosed ^ ^^ <5rowd 
soon felt to be insufficient and inconvenierLt, and JuHn' r ^^^^ ^ 
time now erects in the Campus Martins a, great wooden^ ^^ *^^ ^^* 
which is given the name of amphitheatr-t^rn.. Before ^t-^^^^f *<> 
only had theatres, which were invariably OGmicircuUir ' ^^ ^*^® 
seats of the spectators fronting the stj^e, Tvliicb occuniJ?^ k^^^' *^® 
the diameter. We have now, for the first time, an ami' ^^^ ^^ 
the form of an ellipse, in which the arena is entirely r^^^^^ ^^ 
tiers of seats, and this is the shape whicb ^enceforws.^ i^^^ ^^^^ 
theatres are destined to take- ^ *" amphi- 

This wooden amphitheatre, however, in the rei^n f 
gives way to an amphitheatre of stone, which at th • ^'^Su.st^s 
the emperor is built in the Campus Martins by StatiT^'^^^^^^ 
But it was too small to satisfy the wishes of the peonl ^ Taviios. 
gustus seems tx> have entertained at one time a prospect of ^i'li^^^ 
one still larger on the very spot now occupied by Uie Col ^• 

but among his various schemes of em-bellishing the city -^^"^^i^ft 
abandoned. Tiberius seems to have done nothing in this r«»^r>ec^- 
Caligula, however, began to build a large atone amphithe3.t:r.e^^^ 
he died before it had made mnch progress, and it was not co-c^-fc^^txeA- 
by his successor. Still later, Kero built a texnpotary ainpl:^^^t-"l=*^«a^^® 
of wood in the Campus Martins, wHere ^ere Tepreaent^^aL -fc\iO«® 
remarkable games at which he was anot only a spectatox- ^lo^i»-^ ^^^ 
actor. Here at times he might be seen loimgiTig on. ^^^^-^ «*^^^ 
gestus in imperial robes of delicate piix-ple, thaA. *tio^ed ^ ^^ -r«.-=*^"^^ «■ 
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andT^? »^wt him, his head crowned with a garland of fLowen, 
decei^^^*^^ «> like a woman in his dress, that you might easily be 

^086 a H *^ *^ ^^ ^^» ^®^® ^* °^* ^^^ *^** ^"^®^ ^^® ^^*^ ^*® ^*^^ 
at otb ^°^*^^ ^^^^ ®^®®' *^** looks out under the flowers. Here, 
*^e arfe*^ ^''^^s* half naked and armed like a gladiator, he fights in 
If ^g ^*» *^d woe be to him who dares to draw the imperial blood ! 
^© sho^M ^^^ ^ ** ^°® ^^ *^® games given in this amphitheatre, 
*^«aren if^^ ^ot only the emperor playing the gladiator's part on 
Ho W ^?* ** 1^1* side, and fighting against each other, at times 

Mere, too^^if^^^ hundred senators and six hundred Roman knights. 
1^^ ai ^^ ^^^^^^ played his violin, made recitations for the 

Solden q- _ acted, mixing with the populace, and winning their 
^itainltr'f^*^^*' ^^"^«d and hated by the upper classes, he was 
^Pon iff * V? ^^ ^^^^ ^° *^® lower ranks, and for many a year 

^^nwh^<^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ offering of fresh flowers. 

^^^ its rr ^^^ ^^ ^^^1* liis golden house on the Palatine Hill, 

**atues . Y '"§®*^^® ^^ll"*' theatres, and corridors, thronged with marble 

'^^^ght ^ at its base is an artificial lake, fed by pure waters 

^^^^chitj^^^ Jr? mountains, in which at times he celebrates his 

i? f ^ferrv^^ C + i^® occupies the very spot on which the Colosseum 

^^ha, Ot|j^ ^ ?® ^^ilt, but it is only a lake during the reigns of 

PJbdth^ ^e ttan v^'^^""^ When Nero set the torch to Rome, 

Cain ^^^^e o^ ^.*^^'l^^°g8 wliich were consumed was the old am- 

c^rty^ -ifar tSu .*^^'^* Taurus, and Rome had only that of the 

Popuj^^ ^feo^e ^' in which the brutal and gluttonous Vitellius could 

^ut f^ ^=^^ -tK ^*^^^**^^al games which were necessary for the 

,«afeiU e,r^*^ ^I?ii^ enaperor and the peace of the people. 

/fee c^.^/5(v^-^^^^ w-!,^""^ Vespasian return after the conquest of Jeru- 

^^tre iT c>-cx-fc -^^ «T*^*' * ^^^ change takes place, llie popu- 

f^etoi ^^fcki«i; ;^v ''''^ ^ Ozrcenses,^ and there is no amphi- 

,f 01,^. j« ^^«.l^^ , ^f ^ ^^^y ^ given. Then it is that the Lake 

^^ u^/'' ^^^'c^x^^ ; """* ""^ *^® J^^i»*i captives who have beefi\ 

f^^Sbt /^^^X^rv-^L ^T *^^ imperial triumph, twelve thousand of 

^yUiff !r «»'&3::^ i ^ fv "^^^ <^escendants still burrow in the Ghetto, 

^^ hyl^^^^ stonl!rj?i!; ^^ ''•''- ^^^^^ *^« «°^^ o^ *^«^^iP' ; 

^^efe/i^ f*^ ^"^^^.x^^ !? ?^ ^ Amphitheatrum Flavium, which nowV 
^ier JT ^^ ^-^^ca ^Vi ^l^f«e^ni. For long years these poor 
^^ ded?'^ ""^^^^ SsSn H,^'^ V^^' ^^^"^ *W l^al reached the ttod 
^^piSf''^^^ ^^K^ZhltW "^'"^^ ^"^^^ ^^^i'^^-^i *^« construction, 

^ii? -^^«-« ^maSfitn^^^ Atthededicationby 

^^^eci da3^«_ -^-ia^^fw ^.T'^'^^^^- The games lasted for one 

y wua beasts were killed every day, and no less 
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the different games and combats of the day. The majestic porticoes 
iwhich snrroiuid the whole building are filled witb swarms of people, 
some lingering and lounging tbere till the time shall come for the 
games to hegin, or looking at the exquisite designs in^ stnooo with 
which they are adorned,* and some crowding up the vomttoria/* 
which at legnlar distances lead np to the seats. Here we procure 
our tickets for a numbered seat, and soon push up the steps and 
come into the interior circle of the mighty amphitheatre, glad enough 
at last to he jostled no longer and to get our seat. Already the lofty 
ranges of benches are beginning to be filled, and at a rough guess 
there must be even now some 5O,00O persons there. Bat many a 
range is still empty, and we know that 87,000 persons can be seated, 
while there is standing room for 22,000 more. The huge velantm 
is bellying, sagging, and swaying above our heads, veined with cords 
and throwing a ttansparent shadow over the whole building ; but 
how it is supported, who can tell ? but we may congratulate our- 
selves that we are on the shady side, where the sun does not beat; for 
the mad emperor, "when the games have not been fierce and bloody 
enough to please him, has many a time ordered a portion of the 
velarium to be removed, so as to let the burning sun in upon those 
nvho.were unlucky enough to be opposite to it, and then prohibited 
any one from leaving his place under penalty of instant death. 

Looking down w^e see surrounding the arena a wall about 15 feet 
in height, faced ivith rich marbles, and intended to guard the audi- 
ence against the ivild beasts. This is sometimes called the podium, 
though the term is uiore appropriately applied to the terrace on the 
*op of the wall, which extends in front of the benches, and is railed 
round by a trellis work of metal. There is the seat of honour, and there 
are three or four ranges of chairs set apart for persons who are entitled 
^ the honours of the curule chair. Those who are taking their seats 
in them now are, or have been, some of them, jjraetors, and some 
consuls, curules, ' sediles, or censors. There, too, is the Flamen 
^'alis ; opposite *to tli« praetors, that group of white-robed women, 
ai«o in the podi'u/m, ^^ *^® Vestal Virgins, and there, on the raised 
tnbune, is the seat of ^^^ ^^'^^ ^^^ exhibits the games. 

Above thepodiurra^ ^^'^ *^^®® tiers, called the mceniana, which are 

separated from eaclx o^'^^^ ^^ ^^^g platforms running round the 

* These still remain^^ *^ *^^ fifteenth century, and were copied and engraved 

by Giovanni da Udine^ i** * *'T ""^ ^^^ ^' This painter, who was the 

^Z to reWre the use ^^ ^^^'^''* f*^"" *^« manner of thT ancient Romans, in 

lZ7 Zri'^^^^i^^- ^^ employed by Raffaelle to make the stucco of the 

iW^^ t>^*^^; *^^ ^'^1 ""£ ^^^^*^ ^«-e taken, in a great measure, 

^ "^^ ""^^^ wer^ ^^ «^^ "" "^^ ^^^ of Titus and in the Colosseum: 



^re ^Pf^adle -eate ^^ere probihu'^i^*^ b«?^t «*"*«'» there 

^^^ "^ ,W JwLt eccoroT^^e^ hf^^u^^^ ^IZj^'- " 
nobles should «^'^f£f .^g round we c^^ Jiiei^.* ^ti<i ,i** ""'star 

While we are looking caves*;.**^^ ^^aJ^' **« / 

l^t^ ^hich are kept J^^ ^ ,j^^^ ,.ij ?»^J^^ *»»« S?^' 
arena; and eometiaif ^^ walUofth^ %1^^. the !^/ ^^ the 
a„,hed doors with wrfai^" portoulli8es;^jf^>c?>g ia^^^"' ' 
they are now protected J^Y ^^ ^^^ areZ^^^li^'^ CTJ^'^^f 
by coni« to iet the bef^bind tiem no^J^ ^ti.i^^ wi« ^If '' 
seen raging and Toaring ^ ^» XvijT *ii€8e wi- i. 

lives to^ay ^.tb yellow sand aj^^ ^^^^figS/ 

The arena IS strewuwitn^ but unrtr* ^w^ ^ 

ators may have a firm ^^'J^^k «o as t^^e^^i '^«. «> %t ,. 
ment of stones closely <^'^^'^Ze given, ♦i^old '^i* isa !j 
«««m««Ate or naval battles f ^S^ * Vel ^«ter . !? «> 
as to form an artificial lake «« f ^ ''«^« *^^ P^P^ tg 
near the northern entrance y^\^"' «fe ^ Ja^ ^^ *«« 
through which great macbines are «>OJe«^^ight ^^ ^^^^ 

arena. ^^^^fodiKw 

There is ik>w a sudden stir among t^^ "^ 

theatre resounds with the cry of ^yc, J^mp^PU, and f 
in his purple rohes, surrounded bj his lictors ^'^," as t 
enters and takes his seat on the elevated ch^i^^^^d impi 
or euhtcvlum^ opposite to the main entratx^ ^^Ued tJ 
trumpets, and the gladiators who are to fight to^ '^^^^ 
in A long procession, and make the tour of tlx^^^^y enf 
They are then matched in pairs, and their s>vo:^^^^® ^ 
the editor y and even by the einp^^.^^^ to see it ^^^ ^^® 
good condition. After this coin a pralusio ^ ^^^ 
modern swords and spears, r,.^.^ ^^ the 2^^5 ^^ 
short tunic, his head, breast J^f^^^ txncoY^^^*-^^^^ 
arm with which he wiU stTiV^^^^^5^^^a^^^^^J^ 
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trslieB bi0* ^*^ *^ ^^^ trident at his side, l^ear liin^ 
^^^^crsary tbe MyrmUlo, armed with his oblong: curvino^ :^ 
wTcr dagger, ft^d wearing on his head the hehnet with ^Kj., 

;v«'fi8h(ao^/*^r'l' ^J^^ ^^'<5^ 1^« derives his name. T^ V^lC^Uid^ 
Ivl lAumeatcr with his noose, the ^ndahcttc with his cfc:^^^^ 8,?<i 
thToSh whiob there are no eye^holes, and who wiU figl%. V'^, ^^ !^ 
Ir»a aS the other gladiators, with the Lanistoe who accox::^ ^ lek'^« 
tn see that ^W is/air and to excite their spirit in the cor^^^^^i^Z^ 
^,e nowmatcbedjnd ready. The proElzcsio is over ;^>^^J^tCi 
* in fiound^.^ »^^ ^}^ fi^* ^n the list advance to salute -J^^** C 
tfore enga^^S ^^ J^^^^ desperate contest. ^^^ Wf 

The famat*^ picture of Gerome the French artist _^ ^^hZ 

^ivid notion ^^.T^ *^® spectacle in the Colosseum ^^>i^^ 
moment. Tl^^ ^^^ ^rxx\A\ overfed figure of Vi.teUius is, a^^I^^e °^e » 
the imFrial ob»i\and in the arena below a little group ^]^^ ^^ % 
is oausing bef^^® ^™ ^o salute him with their acousto^wTr^ ^h^T^k 
*. Ave. Imperat^^> mcritwri te salutant r The benches^ ^^^ ^t^r^ 



xow aDove ra^ . -*- '^•"» ^'-s^* ^"^ •"*« oi^ru^gie i''*^.^"*'^ Oi'Ofc^"'' 

place hetweeii *^^ ^^ew combatants. They have alrea^* ^« tol^^^ 
the last, and 1^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^i^s of man and beaat ^ ^*>^^. ^ 
are now dragging ^^^ f ^^^^ ^^^^a with grappling-ircxi^f^^^ ^^t? 
light filtering through the huge tent-like velarium ox.^" A ^^^« 
mines the va^t ^^^^^t^^^^^^ t^« amphitheatre. Thousands of 'T ^^ iV^^ 
are fixed on the httle hand, who now only wait the itr,^^^'' ^^e^ 
to join battle, »^^ a murmurous war of impatience and "^^ W 
seems to be soun^i°g like the sea over the vast assemblxr r ^%it 
at this picture, one can easily imagine the terrible excill^r^^^^ 
gladiatorial show, when 100,000 hearts were beating with t^ ""^ * 
batants, and screams of rage or triumph saluted the Uow ''''^- 
drank blood, or yelled his fate to the wretched victim as he Z^^^^ 
the arena and the benches swam before him : or take, to ^ ^'^ 
imagination, the graphic and vigorous description of this scene li *^® 
by Amphilochius, in an epistle in verse, to Seleucus, and thnf ^^^ 
mirably translated by Mrs. Browning :— ^ aa- 

(( They sit, unknowing of these agonies. 
Spectators at a show. When a man flies 
From a beast's jaw, they groan, as if at least 
They missed the ravenous pleasure, like the beast 
And sat there vainly. When in the next spring 
The victim is attained, and, uttering 
The deep roar or quick shriek between the fangs. 
Beats on the dost the passion of his pangs, — 
All pity dieth in that glaring look. 
They clap to see the blood run like a brook ; 
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They stare with hungry eyes, whidi tear's ^^^ill ; 
And cheer the beasts on with their soul's ^^^ 
And wish more Tictims to their xiia.^w, eLod ^^^ 
And lash their fury, as thej shared the ^^^f^gu." 
Gnashing their teeth, like beasts, on flesh ot^ - 

The accounts of the venattones or battles ^^*^ a elsevv^K ^» ^ 
the gladiatorial shows, exhibited in the C^AossenTa ^^ ^^^^^^^^^^d 
the ancient Romans, are so amazing as to be scarcely ^^^^^ ^^y 

people seem to have been insatiable in tkteix tbirst for ^Ir^J^® 

games. They were introduced originally "by Lucius Metenua^ iW^-^ 
year 251 b.c., when he brought into the oircus 1^2 elepHatit^ ^t*^® 
by him in his victory over the Carthaginians. This, bow^^ ^^^alf g^ 
scarcely a venatio in the sense of later <iays, for the elepnai^^ > Wag 
killed, as it would seem, only to get rid. of them. ^^ t^^ ^ere 
186 B.C., however, a real venatio was introduced by M. -j^^ J^ear 
when lions and panthers v^ere exhibite<a. The taste onc^ ^^^^JUs, 
grew apace, and at a venatio given by I*ompey, in the year *??^e(l 
upon the dedication of the temple of "V^enus Victrix, an i^^ ^.c., 
number of animals were slaughtered, anaong which were si^ ?^^eiise 
lions and eighteen or tvrenty elephants. Gsetulians fought ^^^^^^d 
latter, and drove them to such fuiy v^rith their javelins *t^*^ tie 
enraged beasts strove to break down tHe railinos of the a ^* *ie 
revenge themselves on the audience. Julius "c^sar a] ^^^^ ^^d 
guished himself by his magnificent ven^tzones one of wl -^ *8^m- 
for five days; in the course of which be introduced siJff^ ^^ted 
the first time seen in Europe. Titus, as we have s^ ^' *ien for 
cation of the Colosseum, exhibited for slaughter « ! ^^ ^^e dedi 
almost incredible number of 5000 beasts ;* ^ -^ ^ fss than tC 
Probus there is an account of one of these aventJ^i ^^^^^ davs of 
ostriches, 1000 stags, lOOO hoars, besides gr^t^'^^'^'^^ere fo<^ 
goats, wild sheep, and other animals were destrovl^-^'^ of wild 
for the satisfaction of the Roman peoplcf So excite? ^^ *^® circus 
did the audience sometimes become, that they were U^ ^^cinated 
into the arena among the animals and slay as thev ^h ^^^^ ^ "ish 
occasions the arena was planted with large trees s Tk- ^^ some 
resemble a forest, and among them the animals were t* ^^^^'^y as to 
be hunted down by the people. At another show P ^^^^ loose, to 
700 wild beasts, and 600 gladiators. These nun^ra ^ exl^^\.UpA 
strous, and alnaost lead one to suppose that these beasts^ 



700 wild beasts, and 600 gladiators. These nnml^ ^^hibited 

strous^nd almost lead one to suppose that these belstr"^..,^^, 
have been all mtroduced at once; yet Suetonius directly ^L^a 

* Saetooius, Life of Titus. 

t These are the numbers stated by Vopiscus, in the Life of Ft-o1ox»s. p. «ii^| 
Hist. Aug. edit. 1519. 
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^fnilwte fleets, tT?®^«1s, «»d engagemente took , 
val T»a**^^ 1^^^ ^'* gladiators, foagbt toget , 
^\a of life' and ^^® »»a«»jacA«oB were attended t> 
™!Liificence. i^^^« exhibited on a scale ofgr 
SS^ters wer« ^t^ ^'^^ of the sea-fighte exWbit, 
.i,^r bv ^^4. ^ '^^^^ swimming round the ; 
wWtedWl>Oto-> «""« 3000 men fought; anc , 
** i^ rLl fl "'^'^^ *»>« ships engaged were almost ' 
*^ t ^laT^n !f*«- 0°e of the Vost famous of I 
*^T «.ke Furi« ^ ^'^ ''f Clatldius, on the occasio 
^ ^uZT^- In this spectacle the contest wa 
'^P^^vL*'''' ^^°^^^ and Sicilian fleets, ea 

^^^ ^ ^ ^'^^ greater part compulsory ^i 
composed of sWes and captives of war! As the ' 

^v of « JJT'^' '**' ^^^^^ "°^g^^S' *^^y W ' 

cry ^* ^t'e, UmperatoTyTnorituritesalutant!'* «< 

— neaim to you;"— a phrase which they interti ' 
. lution by the emperor from the necessity of exix>^i ' 
bis amusement, and refused to engage. When a 
effect was brought to Claudius, he sat, for a time I 
""n Z^f- "^^^^tation, pondering whether he sho 
all by settmg ^^e to the vessels and burning then 
allow them to m each other by the sword T, 
upon the latter course, and, descending from his s J 
Tacillatmg, graceless gait C^on sine fceda vaoUlm 
around the borders of the lake, and partly by persu 
by threats, persuaded tliem to fight. ^ 

A circle of beams was built around a vast in 
prevent any of these wretched victims from flight 
the ground was guarded hy large numbera of horse \ ' 
on the lake itself were covered vessels laden with 
keep order. The spectacle must have been magnificej 
the lake, the hill-sides and mountain-tops were 
enormous crowd, which had flocked to see the bj 
and from all the adjacent country. The emperor 
purple, presided over the games, and at his side 4 
golden mantle. In the midst of the lake rose fro ' 

machinery, a silver triton, who blew a trumpet to & 
The combatants fought with great bravery, and it 
large number had been slain that the signalfor sepa 
Constantine, and his son Constans, first issued e 
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these gladiatorial shows ; but the appetite for them had become too 
craving to be denied gratification, and, not with s^tanding these pro- 
hibitions, they continued to flourish, and survived the ancient 
religion more than seventy years. St. Augustine relates in his 
" Confessions,"* that about the year 390 a certain Alipius, one ofhia 
fellow-students, who had been baptized into the Christian religion at 
Milan, catne to Rome. Here he was strongly urged by his friends 
to go and see the gladiatorial shows in the Colosseum. Afc first 
he refused, but finally yielded to their persuasions and agreed to 
accompany them, resolving internallfr, at the same time, to keep his 
eyes shut, so as not to see the atrocities which he knew were com- 
mitted there. This resolution he kept for some time, but at last, 
startled by a great shout of the people on the occasion of some 
remarkable feat of skill, poor Alipius, overcome by curiosity, opened 
his eyes. It was then all over with him ; he could not shut them 
again ; but from moment to moment his excitement grew fiercer 
and fiercer, until at last his voice was heard shouting madly with 
the rest. From that time forward these games became a sort of 
insanity in him, and he not only returned to them constantly, hut 
exhorted everybody he knew to accompany him. " ClamavU, 
exarsit, ahstuLU secum insaniam qua stimidaretidr redire et alios 
trahens" This story, related by St. Augustine, clearly shows that 
the gladiatorial games continued in his time; and the verses of 
Prudentius, written pgainst Symmachus, the prefect of Rome, also 
prove that they existed in the time of the emperors Valentianus, 
Theodosius, and Arcadius. 

On the Kalends of January, in the jjrear 404, a remarkable incident 
occurred in the Colosseum on the occasion of a gladiatorial show, 
which is recorded by Theodoret and Cassiodorus.f While, in the 
presence of an immense crowd of spectators, the gladiators were 
fighting in the arena, a monkish figure, clothed in the dress of his 
order, was suddenly seen to rush into the midst of the combatants, 
and with loud prayer and excited gesture endeavour to separate 
them. This was an Eastern monk, named Telemachus or Almachiua 
(for such is the chance of fame, that his name is not accurately 
recorded), who had travelled from the East with the express design 
of bearing his testimony against these unchristian games, and 
sacrificing his life, if necessary, to obtain their abolition. The 
♦ Ch. viii. lib. 6. 

t Theod. Hist. Eccles., cap. "iv. lib. 6. Cassiod. Ix. c. 11. See also 
Justus Lipsius, Saturn. Serm., lib. ii. cap. 111. Baronius ad Ann., et in 
Notis ad Martyrol. Rom., 1 Jan. Aagustin. Confeas.^ lib. vi. cap. 8 ; lib. U 
cap. 12. 
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i*g^''^^us *^!tor !»** ^^'^l^sa J, ^*'«™ ^l^** 'i«e for- 

^^'"^ <^rJpt» ^^ . f^d ^y secure t^ *^il.iia^ ^''^'og '^^t no one 
not »Il^ bunt Wild ^ to k^^^^i^self^^^^e p„b!io ga„es. b„t 

sbo^^'^ ^fry. Theee ^ in ^*X^iisii~,V?e2-- fel,"^ continued down to 

Colosseun^T^** i" P; iJ».*? ^ouW have ^OQ^t' "f '^'^^ "" ■^'^"fon of 
tbe Sa«'^* ^^^^v^cer**' it W ^? ^«Pt i^ ^«<^ ^^ars beoii any of 

ttoV*^'^*^-! „,SSori»l 8^° ^ useless «« ^^'^^Ju^tini^n, prohibiting 
exbibiti°°°5 Sladia^^eted i^ abaadoa^.-'t'^ I 'hi theatre and sealed 
att g^«^^ ^^^'^''^fnrSa^* '* tSe of a^^^- *° the a.«.„lta of time 
ti« ^^^.tSClto tbe SSSandfl^^-J^/ th.ir i„juHe« were 

'^tdoubteA^y BTaodfe ^t preyed ^^pon it, bori^. it for its metal 

*i «rt>9, VV«^«^*«^-^^ '* u of it» omameate oi ^i Wer and gold as Wl 
Hrt^aTiddeapoUtagi* jn almost evet-y ^t^e of Us Wocka of 
** of its poorer metatf. ^ ^^^^y excavated, hole, lyy ^Wcb th« 
^Lvettia® « tiow W 1^ j^„ ^o gtf t^ o^^urdfted -, but U now 
* »^Mity o{ antiqnana^,, ^ tteas lio\es were mado for tVie 

*^*!!!.^ of extracting t^e itou y. ^^ ^^xvla ^em U, 1b.v« bt=c=i^ 
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entire, or nearly so, aa late as the beginBing of the eigUh <^*?^' 
when the Anglo-Saxons visited Borne, and, gazing at it with teei- 
ings of awe and admiration, broke forth into the enthusiastic spe^^ 
recorded hy the venerahle Bede : " Quamdiu stahit CdysasuB, staM 
et Roma. Quando cadet CdlysosuB, cadet et Boma. Qumdo cadet 
Boma, cadet et mundmr Thus Englished hy Byron :— 
'' While stands the Coliseum, Rome shall stand 1 
When falls the Colisemn, Rome shall fall I 
And wheo Borne falls — the world 1" 
From this time forward exposed to tumult, hattle, and changes 
of ownership, now occupied as a fortress hy the Frangipani, now by 
the Annibaldi, and \vTe8ted from hoth in turn hy pope and emperor, it 
fell rapidly into ruin, and its walls hegan to crumhle and fall into de- 
cay. As early as tlie year 1362, the Bishop of Orvieto, legate to|Pope 
Urban V., wrote to inform the Pontiff that the stones of the Colos- 
seum had been oflTered for sale, hut no one had proposed to purchase 
them save the Frangipani family, who wanted them to build a 
palace. The governnient at this period, not placing any value on 
the Colosseum as » memorial of antiquity, hut regarding it merely 
as a quarry of stone, were in the hahit of granting permissions to 
excavate travertine therefrom to any princely family who could 
afford to pay for them. Donatus tells us that Paul II. (1464 to 
1471) used the blocks of travertine taken from the ruins of the 
Colosseum to buil<i ^*^ palace of San Marco'; and a monstrous hole 
was made in it wl*®^ *^® ^c^Sit Farnese palace was built out of its 
spoils.* 

^or was this th.^ v^ovst treatment which this nohle structure was 
to suffer. Not oXi^y^ ^®^® blocks of travertine removed, but all 
^^ marble was tof^ down and burnt into lime ;t and to such an 
extent were the st^^Ii^*^^"* ^^ *^^^* period carried on, as to render it 
^^^y surprising tha^ anything now remains. This was not the only 
^^ilding thus harhsiTO^^^^ served. Poggius relates that, when he first 
^eut to Bome th#. ^T^xxiple of Concord was perfect — « opere marmoreo 

fl^moofe,;^ ' ® ^^ , l>ut that soon after, the whole building, with 

^^f spiendjd marM^ .pK>i^t^co, was pulled down and humt for lime. 

^^e barbie of th -t^'^'^ ^^ ^®^^^^* Metella met the same sad fate; 

^d Eneaa Syiyij.^ .^t^^ afterwards became Pope under the title of 

^°« -'A in an epi'rr^^^^^ written by him, and preserved hy Mabillon, 

tZ''^^. ^^^bjicarf sT T'^^^ ^^"^^^ ^^ gnasto diede al Anfiteatro di 

Wo/r^-? ^^r^Uri /^ ^'^ • T ^^^ ^^^^' ^^^ ^. P- 335. See also 
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expresses a fear that these harbarons prfujtice^^ ^^k^ ^^ 

the destruction of all the ancient monuments* -.^ tiJ3g» ^^X:^^^^ 

Sadly enough, the mausoleum of the gx^eat C^^^ the «at^^^lTa«, 
one""o7 the wonders oi the ancient world, s^a ^si^^ ^^^^^r^ ^^te. 
Not only the marble oi the architectui-e, the ^Ipture, ^:^* tbe 
splendid columns, hut the masterpieces of GreeK ^^^j bixj^^^X^j^^ 
by Scopas and his scholars, were broken to pi^ ^f Btwr^^^^'^ iiito 
lime by the knights of St. John, to buiia the casj^ - ^ ston^a^^^l: 

Marangoni tells us that there was & sale oi ^j t^^:^^^ the 

Colosseum in 1531, and a century afterwards v^ ^^ ver^^ "^^re 
used in the building of the Campidoglio. Even » ^^^ ^ p^,^.^ 
of the revival of the arts it would thus seem "^^yTJ^^rx^^^^ paid 
to the preservation of the ancient tein:ples. Micnae ^^to j,^ 
self built the Famese Palace and the Oamnpidoglio,aiid ej t^^ *^. 
not to have protested against this bairl^arity. P'^^^, J^^tl. ^ 
built, out of the quany of the Coloesexim, the facade of *^® ^rber^ 
Palace, tore the brass plate* from the i>aiitheon to build the ^idp 
haldacchino of St. Peter's, and threatenea to serve the l-e^i^^. ^^o» 
the tomb of Cecilia Metella in like manixer. But the sms of rj~^f ^^ 
VIII. were small in comparison to those of the Famese Pop^ ^ 
spared nothing, levying his exactions i^ot only upon the CoIooL 
hut also on the arch of Titus, the baths of Constantine and Car ?f^* 
the forum of Trajan, the temple of ^ntonine and Fauati,; '^ 
theatre of Marcellus, and other buildings, stripping them rmn ^® ' 
of their 'precious marbles and splendid coliimns. The ace ^^^ 
the apostolic chamber show a sum of no Jess than 7317 ft^o^^* ^^ 
expended between 1541 and 1549 on the Palazzo del c *^* 
Fieri. Truly, as Gibbon says, " ©verjr traveller who L^*^^ <^ei 
Famese Palace may curse the sacrilege and iuxury of th ^^^^ *^^ 
princes." . rrr . ""^^ 

To check these abuses, Eugenius IV. is aaiVl to have «, 

» *^® »^rrounded 

• " Oblectat me Roma tuas apectare rainas 
Ex cujus lapsa gloria prisca patet— 
Sed tuus hie populus muris defossa vetnstis 

Calceo in obsequiuin marmora dura ooquit. 
Impia teroentum «i »ic g«°« ©gerit annos 
Nullum hie indicium nobilitatis erit.** 

f That the last fragments df these noble works hare been sa^eaL is due to 
the energy and spirit of Mr. Charles T. Newton, who has tlnia x-endered a 
Taluable service, not only to his own country, but to the universal x-ep\iV>V\c oS 
art Mr Newton has recently published a history of his discoveries at. "Ha;^ca.T- 
na^us, Cnidus, and Branchid«, with extensive illustrations, wl^iclx i» m«a\ 
interesting and instructive. 
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olosseum with a wall, and, by a charter long extant, to hare 
;d the grounds and edifice to the monks of a neighbouring 
at. But if this wall ever existed, which seems rather doubtful. 
I overthrown after his death in a tumult of the populace, and 
ces of it now remain.* 

L585, Sextus V. endeavoured at once to check this barbarism of 
iction and to utilize the Colosseum by establishing in it a 
»n manufactory. For many years it had served as the arena 
1 sorts of fairs, and possibly this fact suggested the notion o£ 
ig it subservient to some practical use. But after spending on 
•eject no less than 15,000 8cudi, he abandoned it as impracti- 
Let us not grieve ; for from all that can be collected of the 
from the designs of the architect, Fontana, it was the Pope's 
ion to wall up the arches and arcades, which wquld simply 
ruined the building. A century later, Clement XL revived 
reject, and went so &r as to inclose the lower arcades and 
ish a manufactory of saltpetre. * But this scheme, also, fell 
gh. 

b better days were now coming. In the year of the Jubilee, 
Clement X. set apart the whole building to the worship of the 
rs. And on the llth of February, 1742, Benedict XIV. again 
crated the Colosseum to the memory of the Christian martyrs 
lad sufiered there, and made it a church in 1744. He then erected 
OSS in the centre of the arena, repaired the altars established by 
mt XL, and cleared the place of the robbers and prostitutes 
hich it had previously been haunted. This act was the 
ion of the Colosseum. Taken into the fold of the church it 
ow cared for, and from this time forward every pains was used 
serve it, and the injuries of time have been constantly repaired. 
of it, however, were in a very dangerous condition, and in the 
*813 one of the arches fell to the ground. To [prevent the 
*ng fragments around it from falling, the waU supporting the 
"J^est angle was built by Pius VII., and his successors have 
*J% lent their aid to the preservation of the building. It is 
^^at the tremWing stones were so threatening that convicts 
. sentence of death and imprisonment for life were employed 
^}^ ^P this wall, with the promise of pardon if they succeeded ; 
'^e^ier ibis statement be actually true I cannot affirm. 
^^K who lu^ke^ this statement, founds it upon Montfeucon, who 
^ '* ^^m FUtnio^^ Vacca, who lived a century after Eugenius, and 
u ^** ^«ct on th^ testimony of the Olivetan monks of Sta. Maria Nuova. 
y'^gouist^^^ tliat* o» exammmg their archives, he found in them no 
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Pius TX. has also made very material restorati^^/r^m the ^j^^^ i^ 
some cases carried them too far; thus detracti^ otic ^'^^^tj^^^SlVi^ 
character of the ruins. He has constructed f ^g^reatened t^ "^ ^.t 
the southern end, to support the lofty wall, wbic^^^-^-ely rebui^^^Ii . 
and some of the arches and interior walls lie has ^^ey lia^^ -^^ ^ 

Since the French have taken possession, of Boi^^^ peeping l^'^^^Sfed 
a nightly guard at the Colosseum with tHe «^3^ j uo on^ >^ ^lear 
of robbers and thieves, who are said to infest i^' * rj^mpted \:^^^ is 
allowed to pass without a special permission. p^^gseilUx *^ the 
beauty of the full moon, if you stroll down to the ^ half-K^^^et- 
ful of this regulation, and thinking to po^s a pleasa ^^^ ^^^^^ iu 
its arena, you are suddenly stopped, at tlie e'^*^^^^^ threeT^ ^^i^ch 
sentinel, and all your romantic hopes are dashed oy ^Inter- 

rogative words : *' Votre permis. Monsieur ?" Vainly ^ l^l-otest 
that you are strangers and not robbers, -fclxat your objecw a^^^ 
peaceful, and that such rules cannot apply to you. xou ^^.v^ J 
the short irritating rejoinder, " On n,c jpeut jpcui passer^ ^^^^ y 
permis,''— and to this the sentinel will stiok with a sullen obstij,.^^ 
peculiarly French. No offers of money or cigars, no hlaix^ ^^^^ 
no expressions of disappointment, no reasonings avail to lUove L * 
He gives you no sympathy, shortly purohibita your oomij^/'''"- 
and leaves you to console yourself as yon can— while he march ^^* 
and down under the dark arches. Of coxarse you go away, ^J^?^. "^ 
no very gentle epithets to these vain, meddling French, who iL^^^^ 
think that Eome belongs to them- I sh.all not disagree with "^ *° 
these feelings. The French during their long and inexcusah) ^^^ '^ 
pation of Rome have introduced no improvements of itn^^ ^^"' 
and have notoriously violated their pledges both to the n^i^^^ 
to tlie govemment. But they bave imported some of th • ^ *°^ 
and follies, their ridiculous costumes, and their cut and di4!S^ ^^^ 
The soldiers for the most part behave very well, and areund ^^^ 
discipline ; yet no week passes that I do not meet them sw ^ *^^^^ 
drunkenly through the streets, and exhibiting spectacles that^ w^^ 
their coming were almost unknown m Rome. The Roman ^T 
of all classes hate them, and will not fraternize with them • and^w 
on their side look down on the Bomans with their natioii.al setl 
sufficiency as an inferior race. They jeer the women froxn the 
country who are dressed in the costumes of their native tx>A«riia, anA 
"by their insolence have forced many to put them aside — fox- xxot\\ms 
in their eye is beautiful save their own ridiculous dresses. -^s iox 
the language, they do not for the most part attempt to spea-^^ ^^ \ «s^^ 
when they do, their accent and intonation is notoriously -^o^f^ "^^J^ 
that of any other nation. They consider it, however, ve:ry s^xL^^o^m 
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^^mana not to have adopted Frencli instead of Italian. 
!v •^TT«m< betes, ces ItaZiensr said some time since yery 
Comrr^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^ot lumself understand or 

"^""^ sentence of Italian; "^^ y a dia> uns qm 7i4>w sommes ici, 
^*78t»^ aat;en< i^o. encore parser fe J^raT^^aw." 

the edict of Justinian, proliibiting the celel>ration of any 

^^^^ .^^gj |jy gladiators or of wild beasts, these exhibitions fell 

^^». ^yedit, and for a long period tlie Colosseuin ivas entirely 

^ A^ ed But, from time to time in succeeding ceiituries, efforts 

^^'^e to revive the exhibitions of wild beasts in the arena, and 

•® ?\ ^ ^gje not nnfrequent. The last of these seems to have 

^ lace in the year 1332, and Ludovico di Bonconte Monalde- 

^\ ^ auaintly described it in his annals of the period, printed in 

V has q ^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^^ work of Muratori.* Though his narrative 

*^lh^hlv taken from the account of others rather than from his 

^^ orv he having been only five years of age Tvhen the exhi- 

^+ ^k pla^» yet it bears the stamp of truth deeply impressed 

'^•%^^i^l t<^^ place," he says, "on the 3rd of November. 
This *®® g of Borne were present standing in the balconies, 
the ^*^J^g3 with scarlet. There was the beautiful Savella 
^ ^^^A fx<fO others of her family ; and there were the Donne 
i . JJ -jgrh ^ Giovine could not be present because she had 
mesi, tho ^^^ ^^^ garden of the tower of Nero ; and there was 
n her ^^^^^^^tif^^ Jacova di Vico, or Rovere ; and these ladies 
here the "^^j women of Rome. The Rovere leading the Tras- 
\ the beaU ^^ Orsini those of Piazza Navona and San Pietro, 
ne ^^^®^'^ji all the rest. All the noble ladies were in one 
le Colonn ^^ies of lower rank in another, and the com- 
aiad all ^^^ . j^Q^ ^Yie huntings were by lot, drawn by 
B ii^ * ;Bos8i, from St. Angelo in Pescheria. The first 

letro Jaco ^^^^^gner from Rimini, named Galeotto Malatesta, 
\ore ^^^ ^ green, with a rapier in his hand, and on his iron 
s dressed ^^ ^^^^ motto, * iSo?o io cmne Oratio* (I alone like 
wasinscn pushed forward to meet the bull, and wounded 
is) ; *^^ g^ so that the bull took to flight. He then gave 
w w behii^<l> and received therefor a kick on his knee, 
st a "^^jjj over, but the bull continued to flee and did not 
inocked m^^ greatly excited (tuUo infierito), Cicco della Valle 
^y^' a-essed in half black and half white, and the motto he 
■orth, , gt was * Io son Eneaper Lavinia,^ (I am Jilneas for 
■yn bis ne*- 
* Muratori Script. Rerun,. ^^^> ^^' »"• PP« ^^' ^'^^' 
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of whom he was desP^ ^*t,S youth>"^t;^^med I, 
he was fighting ^^^^o. » «J^ ' Ci,*t ^'^IV^, ^ | 

t>emg dead, he bore bote^^rewit^^f^afo ^ ■, 

crowd of othernobl^ ^Jg^b »«•« f j:^,V t,5:><^'°f 

cheons, a number of ^^^ho«» I f *^"/^ V^<^ ^/'"» ' 

many," he continue^, ^ eigb*«^°,,^' tli^>V f «" ' 

assaulted his" bull, *?*3 on\S ^'/I^ ^^ -CiL^'"' ' 

«nd nine wounded, ^^^ bodies .«f t^^ ^^^jj^^ibata; , 

hononra wer« paid *» ^ St. Gwrnu^ j^^t},* J^e,^ ; 

Sta. Maria Maggi<"*X Oencio hft^ag J^ i^^ '"'"' ' 

The nephew of C^^^JZn of the sott ^j, •^e^/;ffi»n' i 

crowd, through the t^ ^^ t^e bead, whi^^^„^ J^^jv ' 

Cencio gave him » bW^ ^^ -j^as a gf^ * *Hsb.„^^'' 

« great tumult eii»««**- t,^ w«i« ^"ed at^* «»-o^- •'' 
«e the burial of those who w *^« ®^J* ■ 

During the fifuenihcei^-j^^^tj^oust^^' 
to represent passion Pb^y« ^^"^e site ^.^ ^''"^d pT 
Colosseum steps, ijust abo^ ^^ Frid^^th' % '^^ 
chapel was foundea. Bveiy .„dienc7^ .® deatl ; 

our Saviour was performed ^*^^*^^, '^^rge, i< 
the words of Pancirolus,* "f^^^^^^ /ormerij 
antique games. This "mystery, was m o«a,^ r»« 
posed in the coMwnonest dialect of tne people, with a , 

various little airs which were probably sung. Tw ^ 

these are to be fotmd, says Marangoni, m the library o 
Alessandro Capponi. The "««:»«/«;»« —the Hoi 
Beaiirrection C &*' »<> Tiraboschi calls it,)t written by 
Florentine, was alao performed here. These plays 
the reign of Paixl lU-, ^bo prohibited them apparen: 
*«aaon than that tbey impeded him m robbing the 
Boarble and stones for building. 

After this, for more than a century, there was n^ 
ment in the Colosseixm, sa^ng *"" *'^°^ '^bo employ^ 
plundering it But »» ^^^^ permission was gnmted 
and Cardinal' Altieri ta represent bull-fights in the 
years. This raised » S*"^* ?"'<^> »"<* ^*'^** TomBQ^g 
to prove the sanctity of the spot, and to urge t^ 
reinstating such barl>a.rou8 us^es; which so aSecte, i 

• Tesori Kasoosti. See Marangoni, Mem. Sac. ev, ^^^ , 

t StorU deU. Li**- ^*^-' ^^' ▼>• P- 3 i I-*^ »». ^. ^v^ 
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ihe pope, Clement X., that lie prohibited theniy and took measnrei 
;o prevent them by bldcking up the lower arches and consecrating 
the place. In 1714 Clement XL established the altars of the 
Passion, and shortly after were painted the pictures of Jerusalem 
md the Crucifixion that are rkow seen over the southern entrance. 

I have hitherto not spoken of the martyrs who peri»lied for their 
faith in the Colosseum. Tliese are generally 8uppo«ed to have 
amounted to thousands ; but M^rangoni, who is a careful man and 
Qot disposed to exaggerate facts, puts the number of martyrs known, 
ind not merely conjectured, to have suffered in this ajrena at only 
twenty-four. Of these, eighteen were men, beginning with St, 
Ignatius and ending with Telemachus ; and six were woncken. Of the 
atter, three — St. IMartina, St. Italiana and St. Prisca. — ^were ex- 
posed to lions, who, instead of devouring them, licked their feet. And 
)ne, St. Daria, wife of St. Crisanto, according to Marangoni, " was 
mder the vaults (^sotte le volte) of the Amphitheatre, where her chastity 
vas defended by a lion." Dct un leonefu difesa la %%Aa ccLstita* 

Besides these, there were two hundred and sixty anonymous 
soldiers under Claudius, who, after digging an arena, outside the 
Porta Salara, were killed, and placed among the records of the 
Christians as martyrs. Doubtless, however, says Marangoni, there 
ivere many others besides those mentioned, whose names we do not 
mow, who were exposed to death under the cruel orders of Piocle- 
iian, as is evident from the testimony of TertuUian.f 

The manner in whic^ the Christian martyrs were exposed \g iU 
svild beasts is shown by some small rilievi in bronze found in tie 
catacombs, where the lions are represented as chained to a pilaster, 
ind the martyrs lie naked and unarmed at their feet. Jt seems also 
aiat the sacrifice ot the Christians generally ended the day's sport. 
When the other shows were over, the condemned Christians were 
wrought into the arena through filesof the hunters of the wild beasts, 
^ ho beat them with rods as they passed. Some of the women were 
tripped and exposed m nets, and some were tortured because ther 
vould not assume the ceremonial robes worn in the worship of the 
)agan divinities. J^very refinement of cruelty was undoubtedly 
* Lemes. as '^''^^^^, suggest*, may, perhaps, be better read Unme^ 
>r it is well ^^^^^^^tTote^VIn^ ^ ? "*^'*^ " ^^ ^^^^ devoted to brothels, 
.here a woman was ^^^^^^^^ger of panders (fonon^^) than of lions Qeonei) / 
nd in fact the ^^^^^^T'"?,/ ^^^^^^^tors " is derived from «>mL," the 
laces under the ^^^f/' ^^J chastity needed not the defence of any one in 
le arena, however it imght below the vaults; and the old well-known 
^oxtxh-Christtantaa le^s vxr-gine^ ad lenones^seema to fevour this view 
•the martyrdom of St. Dana. 

t Cap. 42, ^P^^'f^gi^ ""^ ""^^ Arringhi Roma hotter, lib. ii cap. 1 j 
m. i. p. 197, edit. 
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practised upon a sect wlxo T?v^ere suppos^<i to worship an asi 
were thought to plot against tlie state . Awhile we speak w 

of that ferocious spiri-b -wlaicli drag:g^<3^ to torture and < 
innocent and virtuous, merely beca^xa^s^ they differed i 
religious dogma of tlxe day, and refrxs^ci to bow down bt 
pagan gods, let us also reineml)er that fciie Catholic Church 
days, when it had attained, a power as ojxztexisive as that exen 
Imperial Rome, was gn.ilty of fouler- -\^%rrong and more in 
cruelty, and that tlie nnni"bers of victims -fcliat were sacrificed 
Inquisition in the single reign of Philip XX. outnumber by tho 
those who perished nnder the Roman Exxi.x>erors. Nor let us 
ourselves too mucti on. our religious tol^i-^i,iice even at the pi 
day. The horrors of tlie past would nofc, -fclaank God I be now 
in the bounds of possil>ility.; but bigotr^;^ €i,nd persecution have 1 
means ceased, and infidel and atheist sltt^ ^words which are wi 
and generally thro^wn against those wti.o <iiffer in their creed 1 
the established chixrcli.. 

Pius V. used to say that whoever desir-e<i to obtain a Christian 
Catholic relic,, shoiild take some earth froxDo. tlie arena of the Col 
seum, where it had l>een cenaented by so much holy blood ; ai 
whenever the Cardinal Ulderico Carpog^a.^. passed the spot, sa^ 
Marangoni, this pious gentleman always s1:op>p>ed his carriage, gi-aU 
fully to commemorate the names of tlie Ixoly martyrs who hai 
suffered there. 

Such are some of the memories which haxxx^ t the crumbled shell of 
the Colosseum. After all the bloodshea, and murder, and battle, 
and martyrdom, how peaceful and trancix^il it seems! Above us 
wheel the swallows, that build their ^ooreaiit cradles" far up 
upon the jutting frieze and buttress of tHe lofty walls, where the 
aiV is delicate. There sound the clangiixs ^rows, flying blackly 
along when "night thickens. xnere flc>oks of doves build and 
breed among the mins and sail out into tt.^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^H the 
benches are draped with weeds ^^^^^^^ and festooned with 
creepers and flowers. Many a ^^^^^sT i. ^^^^^"^ P^^^* ^^y ^ere 
be seen, peculiar to the place, fff,.^, ^ -tia;-^^^ been recorded in a 
little volume by Dr. Deakin ^'^J'l'^^Js'^ ?f ^J^e Colosseum.'' The 
place remembers not its ancient nor , «f J t sleeps in the full sun- 
light of an Italian day,— 1>«* ^^ the wind ^^"^^ ^^ night come on, 
andtheclouds blacken above, ^^^ ^^^^^ a^^"*^^® through the empty 
galleries and arches, and the ^^^J^^ ^ hear^''^^'^^ ^'^^'^ *^® Colosseum, 
the clash of the gladiators ^^^^ Vise on th J^' "^^^^ ^^*' ^^ *^^ '^''^^'' 
tudinous voices crying for ^^^"Zrfvil audieaco ^^^^' ^""^ ^^""^ ^'''^'^'' 
IjencheB are thronged with » ^^^"""^ ^^ S^osts. 





CHAPTEE X. 

MIMES, MASKS, AND PUPFETB. 

ROM the earliest times the Eomans distinguished them- 
selves as Mimi and Fantomimi, These were divided 
into two distinct classes; the Mimi being &rcers who 
declaimed, while the Fantomimi, as we have seen, 
only gesticulated. Some of these characters still remain 
Italy. The Sannimies are clearly our modem clowns of the 
•cus, with their somewhat doubtful jokes, their exaggerated 
imacing, and the ears on their caps. The Flanipedes in many 
spects resemble the pantaloon, and particularly in their long 
esses and their shaved heads.- The Ithyphalli and Fhallophcri, 
ank heaven ! have utterly disappeared. But Fulcinella is a direct 
:scendant of the old and famous family of the AteUcMMje. If you 
ay trust Capponi, and other learned Italians who have investigated 
s origin, his pedigree may be clearly traced to these farcers, who 
3re the Ciarlatani of Rome in the early days of Tarquin. They 
ere Oscans, and came from the town oi Atella, now St. Elpidio, 
ily five or six miles from Naples, and the very head-quarters of the 
al Fulcinella, Thus, for more than twenty-four hundred years, 
3 has clung to his native soil and followed in the footsteps of his 
mous ancestor Maccus. If you disbelieve this pedigree, FtUcinella 
ill show you his ancestral statues in bronze dug out of Hercula- 
3um, and his ancestral portraits on the walls of Pompeii ; and 
apponi, pointing out to you their beaked or chicken nose, — a family 
3culiarity which their descendant still retains in his mask, — will 
cplain that the modem name is merely a nickname derived there- 
om-^uUics being a chicken, and pullicinus a little chicken, and 
vMicinellus or Fulcinella^ a little chicken-nosed fellow. In like 
lanner, the word Ciarlatini may be a mere corruption of AieUanod. 
These AtellancB Fabuloe, or Ludi Osci^ were plays performed by 
le Oscans on planks and trestles, before the invention of the regu- 
,r theatres ; and Maccus, then prima comico, great ancestor to our 
ulcineUa, from under his mask amused the ancient Romans with 
is wit and satire. When they spoke, they grimaced like modem 
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buffoons, and jested to tire deligbt of I^i-^j. and Cicero. Their parts 
were often woven into dx-axnas, to '^^3zm.±4^7i they did not properly be- 
long, as Livy tells us ; a.rL<l in this ret»j^>^cit, also, they performed pre- 
cisely the part of BijZdrhellcL^ who is ^ c5onstant interloper in plays, 
in which his character is entirely^ iia. t;^rjx)lated. Such was their 
repute, that even Sylla, ttie bloody di<5t;a.tor, \% said to haive written 
plays for them ; and. it is quite clear ttLa.fc tliey were favourites during 
the days of the Caesairs. 
The well-spring of fun. in -Ptactne^fe^ is -Artesian and inexhaustible. 

He will never die, ^never till fools are :k:^o more and we are all wise 

and wretched. In Rome, as well as in. :tQ^£i.^les,he is a great favourite; 
though to be seen to axi vantage he slioxilci be visited in his native 
country. In his long loose -white jacket and x>aiitaloons, his beaked mask 
covering the upper portion of his whiten ^«i face, PidcineUa is for ever 
intriguing, doctoring, "bringing lovers togetixex, creating tm&ro^Zibs, and 
laughing at his victims with the utmost iDcip>crtinence. He is always 

married his wife axi<i xnother-in-law ajr^ in a chronic state of quarrel, 

an<j Ijjg house is a constant battle-field o£ humour and absurdity. 

In one of the plays of rvlcineOa he \\sl& a. «tn:^gle with the devil, 
whom he catches at last by the tail 171x1^ lio pulls at fiercely, when, 
to- his great astonisliinent, it comes off, and ^lue father of evil vanishes, 
leaving it in his hands. At first he is ciTixxil> and confounded with 
amazement, all of which is expresseA loy tlie most extraordinary 
grima^. Finally, Be «^®*^ ** *^® esuA o:f it, and a grin of satis- 
faction widens his mouth. Again he snxel Is, indkating by expressive 
paiitomime that the odour is unoommoxxly good. At last an idea 
Szes him, he pulls out his knife, and, sUoxxx^ ^f ^Pf ?f i^ ^''' 
Tsausaae nute it into his mouth. >.OT«r his delight knows no 
a sausage, puis 1^ expressions of satisfaction, he continues to 

boun^ but, 7;*J^f J^^^ffering them ^r^t. to iJt^e audience, and then, 
'':^^^^^^^^^^ 1^30wnmouth,untilhe 

^^rf 77^ ')l7^t^^tyv^ of humoiar, i« 3.IS0 a favourite on the 
Rnf n^i iL hT^g^^^ ^^'^ ^--^---^^aa, hold their high 
Koman stage ^^J^^i^^^^^^^ altematix^g with music and ju^ 
quarters at the Capranica\^ sometimes with serious owrl 

gling, ballet and pantomim^, "^ , . i^^- TVf ® ^^^ T T^ ^^ 

fragfdy, and high^^medy,. 1^/3^ J^^ crowd of Romans. 

BUntllVo is of the i^^^Twh^^wLi^ ^"^ ^^ ^^Z 

• i. J • i. 1. ^ ^r-atxt too tn i» vvorutxri^. ^u^ jjjg mouth, and he 
pamted m streaks, one fro" ^^a long-taile<i ^oat and breeches. He 
wears the old tn^-^^^^^t^ure of J^e worst defects of the Tuscan 
IS an embodm^nt in ^"*^^^e pw^abljr r^ox^ \i, excessive parsi- 
character, and derives ni» **. 15 ye meatil-t»^ ^^ • * ^^^^ 

ZJ-^^Z 2'T^'S^ --'"-''-•- "-S'SaTJ-S 
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Qg to the Tuscan idiom, "a stento'' — and hence, probably, 
ne of StentereUo. This trait is so well established that the 
cs of Florence, circulated among the common people, contam 
not to he thrifty and saving, but to live more liberally. 
sUoy therefore, on the stage, carries this vice to its extreme, 
r his ludicrous efforts at saving, convulses the audience. 
r of his characteristics is low cunning. He is always wish- 
marry for the sake of money, but laughs at the notion of 
s penny wise and pound foolish, — will not spend a paul m 
r the hope of a thousand in the bush, and says to his mistress, 
Id not leave you and lose the marriage for — for— for— * sette 
Me stirs the laughter of the people too by his filthy habifca, 
corab and shoe-brush into his pocket with his cheese, and 
i he^rs his bride is coming (for he is always on the point of ■ 
ho wipes his shoes with his sleeve, and then polishes on 
th and whiskers with it. Besides this, he is a great coward, 
s a common jest to make a soldier of him. Nothing will 
8 courage but an attempt upon his money. Yet he likes to 
persons by. the ears and see them fight,, at which he laughs 
^y^ but is seized with a ludicrous terror when his own turn 
fie often has a servant, " JStoppznOy** whom he keeps at the 
point, and whose name signifies a meagre thin taper. Ip 
ty or cowardice he resembles JF'zflctnella ; but our Keapoli- 
i does not deny his stomach its gratification, for the Lazza- 
«r™^^^' while the Florentine is not. 
J^he most celebrated of the actors of Ste^iereUo is, or rather 
^^zo 0«.niielli; but he is now past the time of acting. 
ini ^^^^"*^ *^^ possession of Tnscany he was so bitter in 

^ ^^^^ ^® o^*®^ Pai^ for them by hastonate. Nothing, 
to iw ^V}^ *"® tongue. The audience, just before the last 
'irn ^^ -txim. out to improvise " ottave,'' and, after walking 
Vfi«,^^^^^^ ^^'* * ^^^ minutes, be would pour forth with 
j;ers^« ^11 ofspirit and humour. 
08 ^^/^ "^"iieatre, which was to Rome what the San Carlino 
' iiav-^ "^^^ ^^^^' *°^ *^® ^^^^ famous Caasandrino and 
^afc ^F^^j^ <V^PP«ared with it. Cassandrino was to the 
-&0 w^««^'^!?^^'' '^ ^"^ *^^ JSTeapolitans and StentereUo to the 
^c?boas:fc^«l ^ff®"^' "'^^^'* ^P^yn-uola,'' in black, was pre- 
'^-sfcacfc ti .r^ " * thought the women were all in love with him, 
^ag^n,^^,;^"'^*!?^ ^^ g^a<^ exploits, that had no existence 
erf, ro:Mr *>,« ^ * ^^ ^*® ^^^ ^is satire that he wasparti- 
^^ainst :fci^^ ^oman is by nature a satirist. His constant 
^P^e«««<a i^^^T'^'''''"^^* "^^^ *^e priests bit so deeply that 
'^^^^'^^ t>y Gregory XVI. After Pius IX. came to the 



Papal throne he waH «^j brought bac^^-|. 

suppressed him ^b«° ^ »t the oOTiet ^^^\^ 5 but the ff^^ 2, 

The Teatro Fiano "^^^ ^^e old Ra^o -^ -,^ Pope Aon, q*>0|, 

«^ery night, stood » *^.i.y t*' *^'^ *^<i^ti ^^e- Be/oi* nT^^'^o «, 
Cried out to the p»s««7. /sentire ^'"8%,^ J^x^^ who sounded ^^'''^«. 
fende <w«C he cried. ^ pause, an,! «»'^>»^ their tJckete ^ ?"' ""^ 

W voice. soperio'^ or ^''^^'' ^TZ^^^* 

bombast and swell %, 5^ mobility. «ttd I J -^ttoa^u^. ■ 
One was a satire <"*X gro^^^O ^.^J^^^^ ^^' ^«» more 
people. i?«^«n^*«^J?i!slte,alwaj.^^ ^ ^*W£'C°'* defiant 
always complainiDg*'*^^ng any ai^^ »»^^^ «a7ied L *^« of the 

Poiitan, and Gasmndrino in the ^i:^te vej 5"- ^f *^« ^^r^^^ 
-^'^talyare ^ery different. The Vei^etia,,^ ^^aiect. ThesT'^t^J- 
of its oHief peculiarities being m the con^f!^. ^'^^ ^hisperi' 
^Hich haire usurned the place of the i. ^^. * ^^e of the ^ » 



of Ital^are ^ery different, ^he Venetia,,"if ^^.f ^^^e«^Xtt 
one of its oHief peculiarities being m the con^,^^!' *^<J ^hiWri^f 
?j which haire usurped the place of the h^^d^ "^ ""^ ^^ea,, ^Iv 
Genoese is peouliarly harsh and unpleasant aboT ^^'^^^^^ts- The 
*ones of the French. The Neapolitan munables hi° f ^^ *^® ^**^^ 
"^liile the letters m and t^ seem to be constantiv n . *^*®^ words, 
getting between their legs. The Florentine and*?^^^ *^^* *^^ 
fame sad case with the letter h; it is omniorp^ f!^ *''® '^ ^^®. 
peadlong into tlie body of words where it has no bn ^ ' ^'^'"^^'^S itseU 
^ng the place of c, ch, and ?w. The pronunciation ?^f' ^? ixaxirp- 
nowever, far more agreeable than that of the I^io °^ *^® Sienese is, 
among the commozi people a purity and richness l!^*^"^ * *^^ ®''^- 
served, which is quite remarkable. ^* language is 1P^ 



The Roman jxxtois is different from all, hut its f 
strongly marked. Pante, in his book "De V, i "' 



res are 



i.ot ^ 






calls it the most unpleasant of all Italian dial^o!^*^ ^^^^^ t^^e^^ 
^as a little Tuscan jealousy in this judgment ' ^^^ \^^^&-M^i^'^ 
Were always violent upon the subject of their o^" "^^^ «*3^ ^^®^^ 

judgment may fetirly t>e questioned, when we tec ? ^^^^^^*' ^^^^^^ ^ 
which Girolamo Oigli was subjected by the aJa ^^epers^^ <Z:5^«:x>e^' 

because he dared in, Ixis celebrated " VocabolatifTr.^^^* "^^ tT"^ -*>^ ^ 

^^ ^a\erinia.nO 
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forward the claims of his native Siena, in opposition ^ ^j^^^ ^^ 
^lorenoe. For this offence he was not only expelled from the Academj, 
hut a suit was instituted against him, and he was prohibited from 
contmumg to print hh vocahdarto when he had reached the letter B. 
f'or were the Academicians satisfied with this — they went ao &r bb 
^ induce the Grand Duke to order all the copies of his hook to be 
wasH ^^ *^® public executioner, and to exile the author, until he 
tion 7*^®'^ ^y ^^^ pressure of poverty and threats of further peraecu- 
jud °^^® a forced retractation. We may therefore take the 
fev^^*^ ^^ I>ante, perhaps, as not free from a certain prejudice in 
doub^?^ ^'*s own Florence. In its vocabulary, the Tuscan is un- 
the B ^ "cher than the Boman, but the slow open utterance of 
It^W^^^^ '* ^ universally admitted to be the most agreeable in 
Jfom^ ^ ^*^® passed into the saying. Lingua Toscana in hocca 
toRT^' ^^ .^°® passing directly from Naples, Genoa, or Florence 
thict ^^*° ^'^ *^ experience a certain relief in the change from the 
othe *^^^"^^ utterance of the one to the clear enunciation of the 
^. , ''• ^^^ are there wanting those who affirm that the Roman 
ect retains more of the Latin than is to be found in the Tuscan, 
ivodm'k "^^ ^"^^^^ ^° ^^ vocabulary, is more of a patois. If you 
then, ^^® Trastevere dialect, go to the Teatro EmiUano, where 

/« are theatrical performances every night, knd you will hear it 
^^ w spoken \>y the lowest classes in Rome. 
hp,r/ ^^^^^^"^ ^^ ^Y^^ dialect, spoken by the lower classes, 1 will 
^Z^T"^^ '^''^^ir """^"^ ""^ liumorous and sarcastic sonnets, 
tS^y}^ ^'^^1 P ' "" ^T^' *°^ circulated only in MS., on 
humn^ """^ ""K *^^ ^""Kf- J* ^^ ^ ^^ specimen of the Roman 
^^umour as well afi of the Roman dialect. Jl and Iz it will be 

finitive are omitt^a, the accent being thrown on the kst vowel:- 
" Le Fatiche der JF'apa. 
** Ah I XM-O^ fa m'ente er Pana? ah »»» x- 
Ah Ao» feoiente.lm, STj-^^tte "*'"'*'' 
Acciasi VI piasse un accidente I ' 

Coine fetica sempre, giorno e notte I 
Chi jpa-rla ^^ I>io omnipotente ? 
Chi assorve tanti fiji de mignotte? 
Chi v& in carozza a benedi la gente 
E q«».« ^« f^!^ !• .indulgenze a botte? 
E chi je conta li cotrini sui ? ^ ^ 

jSTon ^ 1"* <*« <^» fa h cardinal! 9 
Le gat>elle, per Dio, non le fe 1,^; ? 
E qoel altra fetica da facchino 
Pi strapp^ tutto er giorno memoriali 
E buttalii a pezzetti in der cesUno!" 








^. 



Pa«««f^- te at every absJt*<o ^'. aad ite true t.^ . 
sits on 1118/ jj . M^ thl^^d abuse, tj^?* ^" 

,oble g«>"P'/T,^trocIu«T' «« f?^! "^ 'te Pride, 'l"^"" 



portion of a ^°^^^ J'^^ZJnf Patroclus ftl' ^ it ;„ 
dragging the dead ^y?{Less fra^> t^'i 



who pass this almost aa»F^ the ^®,**' ^ouH • "^^"^ °f tiose 
was r: co^idered ^^'S.e life V«»>le« ^^3^^!. ^iatlT 
Yet this is tte case. !»,''",. .J' ^e^ini, writf^„ t °'^°* ««• 
Domenico we are assured ^^^^^ <ii«tin '-.T""*" ^J' ^i^ son 
sidereTh'aa equal in r^^^lXL^^'^^'^^ot^^^' «- 
aud called it lois master; ^^"l^^^f .f ^gelo prefe^'^ vt'^' 
*«»-«>. « On one occasion," says his hiogt^p^^ ^ « '^ Vatican 
Jy a nohle stranger wMchs^e ofl^^l m Roxne he Sdtedtt 
the most esLcellent he '^f ~r. t;" ^?fq«"»o ;• whereupon the 
stranger, supposing himself jested with, became very an<.i^ and 
was on tiie ^int of attacking the artist. Of these twTJ^i ho l^ 
wont to say, that they e^bit«l he greatest beauty and perfectiou 
of nature without any of the affectation of art."* "' ^ 

This statement is confirmed by FiUppo Bertij 



J- HIS statement is cuuii*"^^- ^j ^.^^^ t'^^lmcci who TeV»^^ 
tliat ** Bernini considered the Laocoon and Pa8q^^^^ ^ contaaii. a*^^ 
tile best chamcteidstics of art, since m them existed the r,erfeot^3.otx 
nature without tlie affectation of art ; but that the torso and i>^« ^ 



-tbfc.«a> 



t\^© 



nature without tiie aneciauon oi an. ; uut ^imt the ^o^«o and 
quino, to him, seemed to possess a greater perfection of ctvle - 
^L^ocoon, though the latter was entire and the former Il^^^ 
ment. Between JPasquino and the Torso Belvi^j T~ ai^^' 
lie thought, was not very perceptible, and was o^^i ' xy^^'^^'^^^^ ' " 
person of knowledge, but on the whole he P^^efette^^y^^^^^^^e*^^^^'^ 
* Vita di Cav« Giov. Lorenz. Bernini, Fitex^ 
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A Tepetition of this group is under the Loggie dei Lanzi at Florenoe, 

^t it is far inferior in execution. Though the Pasquino has suf- 

•ed terribly, there are still portions which show the same xa2i&\/N\y 

'le that is exhibited in the torso of Hercules, and it would seem 

>st probable that they were both from the same hand, as th^j are 

ioubtedly of the same school. 

rhe subject of this group has been much discussed by antiquarians, 

nckelmann supi)Osed it to be a statue of Hercules from the fact, 

.edby him, that on the helmet was carved the battle with the Cen- 

rs ; Dante seems to have thought it a statue of Mars ; * Paolo 

ssandro Mafifei speaks of it as representing the body of Ajax Tela- 

i supported by a soldier, and remarks that others have supposed 

be a gladiatorial duel, or an Alexander who has fainted while 

ling in the river Cydnu8.t All these opinions are rejected by 

onti on sufficient grounds, and he declares that in his judgment 

{presents Menelaus bearing the body of Patroclus away from the 

e4 Whatever may have been the subject of this once beautiful 

now ruined work, it is scarcely less famous under its modem 

\ Pasquino is now the mouth-piece of the most pungent Roman 

e companion and rival of Pasquin in the early days was Mar- 
This was a colossal statue representing a river god, and re- 
l its name from the Forum of Mars, where it was unearthed in 
)th century. Other friends too had Pasquin, who took part in 
tiric conversazioni and carried on dialogues with him. Among 
was Madama Lucrezia, whose ruined figure still may be seen 
he church of S. Marco behind the Venetian palace ; — the Fac- 
er porter, who empties his barrel still in the Corso, though 
: has run dry ; — the Abbate Luigi of the Palazzo Valle'; — and 
ttered Babbuino, who still presides over his fountain in the 
I Babbuino, and gives his name to the street, but who has now 
s features and his voice. Marforio, however, was the chief 
• next to Pasquin, and he still at times joins with him in a 
iialogue. Formerly there was a constant strife of wit between 
) ; and a lampoon by Pasquin was sure to call out a reply 
arforio. But of late years Marforio has been imprisoned'in 
irt of the Campidoglio, and, like many other free speakers, 
ip and forbidden to speak ; so that Pasquin has it all his own 
n the time of the Revolution of 1848, he made friends with 
•no. xiii. v. 196. Bocchi ampl. del. Cinelli, p. 116. 
ei Statue. Cav. xlii. /, . o r» 

ftlotizie delle due Famose Statue di Pasquino e Marfono, &c. Roma^ 
h a letter from Visconti, 






DonPirloneandntteredto^^^ ««^^^ >,ONE. 

the title of the Bo^«» g very liber^^ 5^^^- " // Dott h 
except on /«to-d^«';^^^, French a^^^:^^»To<f. /(,,.% ^^ 
bitter against the i^i^*^, were full ^^^ tts mfitOj, ^ 'S^fc-.T. "*'» 
though ^ar«elye.^-,-rt;tiric ^^ C^^X..^.^ '^-^^ ^^^ 
strong evidence tb*trouldering, « al^Vv^Vijaoy^ Hndt,- "^c^C/ 
celebrated, though ^^^^ specimen, %^^^hh j7J'^l'i->'i% aTd'T' 
Take for instance, *« * ^^e Pope J^^ ^% feaS - • *" ^^" «t 
the 15th of June, iS^^ainot, the F,,^^ 1^<£ '^^^^l^^ i^,,'^^^^ 
celebrating maBS- Ou^j^^ ^tep of tC'iV^*^ '!? ^^'"'' «i>I*ar!^ " 
ant priestTkneelU^g^y^/tbe^mass?^^ *5t«e«^ P^^'-'i '" K'" 
tifical robes. T^e ^^,^' ds tbealta^ ^>l*^'-. l7^\ ""^^ ^« tj,e „7"'' °^ 
of military officers ««^^"^e in the^f V^ i^r>l ^'*°S ^t^'"''"^- 
them. The altar candies ar e 6*^ * tii^^^^^ml cmw^. ^ J" Pen- 

just raising the host, but the J t o^^^^ ,^^^ °^- %o.,(Af «..p 
a«Tns fiom the cross-bare, *" ej^g > ti, "^J-oiiete. 7% ^Ajad 
«hut ouT ftoS bis sight the imp ous «^*^ fa^^»c«. L,, l^f i'ope /, 

the cros,.3lftom the <"JP ^J t?Q^^^^^« i'-\^''' ^'^-S"?'- 
issues a hissing serpent, ^/^fe ^^^^ ij^ ^ i'^^/^'''^-* S.f/'*' 
the words « TcccnaodameneoLess^^,'. f o^^ oVnt^ "^ "^Se V'** 
rf^fc C<«<i«e*;.io«e,-"-tbxis showing t^^J^ of j^^ 0"d,^ .^ fie icrrf 
conventioix xx.ade by Lesseps with the jj^' ^e tr.^pt' I^^^XT 
of May, but also on the French Constit^y^a*! '"■■"nmYat" ''*'•>' '^^ tie 
says: "i« JiSpMique Franfatse «'e%j^» the fift/, ^rt j^"" <i<J 3i,t 
^« ^^^.er</ rf'«i«!Mn ^itpfc"* beneath t^* •^'"^*'' *«/^^°''"'^'"'^'> 
'* ^Sa meom.*nciato it gervizio coOa ^ ® Pjcture ia thif" ""''^^ 
^«He,haa begun the servK. with maa^/^LJ^^tS^ ^°^^"'' 

On the 2iid of July, 1849, the French eratered P "^ '*" "^^^ 
-t^irlone " was issued for the last time. The en J^ . ^^. azid " n Don 
Represents a naked female figure lying lif^^^^" ^'^ tJ^ Js xiumbt^v 
"^ith a cap of liberty on her head,— on a d-Un^j^?!! ^^^ ^^^ gTotin*^* 
crowing loudlj^, — while a French general is co ^^^"^ ^^ ^ *^^*^^ ^^ 
^arth. Beneatli are these significant Words : <« a^'^^'^ ^^^^ bc>cl;y ^VCsl 

chzno, siete jp<y£ hen sicuro che sia morta V* ^<c ^^^ ^'^'^ ^'*ir'^ <3^ B^^-^ 

taker, are you so perfectly sure that she is deadly*' ^^^■'^'' Mr> TJu^*^^" 

That day TPork Pirlone died, and all his Wo t tc^ 

Some, however, still remain, guarded jealously ^^ ^^re cotti ^^^^^^J, 

* When the French amjr advanced against Ro^ aeciet biaixi.^-r ^ J, 
from Civita Vecchia strewn with large placards, on ^* ^^^ foun*i ^t-^*; 
ConsUtution was prix^t^', so that they were iLi^.^^^^h this eli*i-'=*^ ^ 



— -"* v^ivita veccnia. Kweum witn large placards, on "^^7 fbtirn-i — --^ ^v*?vi* 

ConsUtution was printed j so that they were literaiT^^^^ ^^'^^ c\i%x^^^^ ^ ^^^ \'^ 
J>rovision8 under foot in making as unjustifiable an^^^ ^^liged t^ ^^-'^^ti^* ^'^ 
a people aa was ever recorded in history, ^^k \^^^^ tli^ *^ *^ 
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tout in whispers ; but, if you are curious, you may have 
ly a copy for thirty or forty Roman scudL* 

K^uaintance we make with Pasquin is as an abandoned 
□fient of an antique statue, which serves as a butt for 
N stones at, and for other *' slings and arrows of out- 
ne." Near by him lives a tailor, named Pasquino, 

trade, and still more skilful in his epigrams. At his 
of the litterati, prelates, courtiers, and wits of the 
> order their robes and dresses, to report scandal, to ana- 
tions, and to kill their time. Pasquino's humour was 
id so many sharp epigrams were made in his shop, that 
e famous. After Pasquino's death, in mending the 
tme necessary to remove the old statue, embedded in 
tar by, and to get it out of the way it was set up at the 
lop. The people then, in joke, said that Pasquino had 
nd so the statue acquired this nickname, which it has 
tained. This, at least, is the account given of it by 
1 a discourse upon a canzone of Annibale Caro, pub- 
3, on the faith of the learned and venerable Messer 
.Ideo of Ferrara, However this be, there is no doubt 
xDm soon grew up to stick to the statue any lampoou, 
itiric verses, which the author desired to be anonymous, 
I that it was a " pasquinata,^ From this time Pasquino 
ne and a power. His tongue never could be ruled. He 
saying on everything. Vainly government strove to 

At one time he narrowly escaped being thrown into 
Adrian YI., who was deeply offended at some of his 
b he was saved from this fate by the wisdom of the 
, who gravely counselled the Pope to do no such act, 
i thus teach all the frogs in the river to croak pasqui- 
irence to the various attempts made to silence him, he 
ram addressed to Paul III. : — 

anerent data multa olim sunt vatibiis sera ; 
iceam, quantum tu mihi, Paole, dabls ?'* 

t were the sums once paid to poets for singing; 
mudi will you, oh Paul, give me to be silent?'* 

popularity became so great, that all epigrams, 

E. Norton, in his admirable volume on « Travel and Study 
a interesting account of Don Pirlone more at length, and 
)f several others of the caricatures. 
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€ood or bad, were a£ELs:ea to him. ^^A^^aimt this he remonstrated 
crying: — ' 

"Memiseraml oopista ctiaia miJ^i cannina figif 
Ettribait nugsis jam mihi qui»<jtie suas." ' 

" Alas I the veriest copyist stick^s xxjtoh me his verses • 
Every one niovr on me his wiiet»liecl trifles bestows." 

This remonstrance seems to have l>e^jri attended with good results, 
for shortly after lie says : 

" Non homo me melior KomaB est. JEgr,oJ5niI peto ab ullo. 
Non sum verbosias ; tdc sedeo et taceo.** 

•* No man at Rome is better than I ; X sg«& nothing from any, 
1 am never verbose s here I sit, aad c^zzm silent," 

Of late years ho collection has been jcri«,c3e, as far as I know, of the 
sayings of Pasqnin ; a-nd it ia only here SLnd there that they can be 
found recorded in \yools.8. But in 154:4 s, T-olume of 637 pages was 
printed, with the title ** Pasquillorum. T^omi duo," in which, among 
a mass of epigrams and satires draw-n from various sources, a con- 
siderable number of real pasquinades -w^x-g preserved. This volume 
is now very rare and. costly, most of tbie cjojpies having been burnt at 
Rome and elsewhere, .on account of ±1:lg inany satires it contained 
against the Romisli Cliurch,— so rare, iixcieed, that the celebrated 
scholar Daniel Heinsius supposed his cojpy^ tx> be unique, as he stated 
in the inscription written by him on its fl,y-— leaf : — 

"Roma meos fratres igni dedit utxicsa, phoenix 

Vivo— aureis venio centum Heinsio. ** 
«Rome to the fire gave xny brothers— I. «^e single phoenii. 
Live-by Heinsias bought for a hmidre<i i>ieces of gold." 

Li this, however, he was mistaken. TIiei-G ^re several other copies 
aow known to be in existence. 

This collection was edited by ^^^"f ^^eoxxnaiis Curio, a Piedmon- 
tese, who, being a reformer, f"^ J" ,,^^?5 ^t>«reecution, confiscation, 
exile, and imprisonment, in the ?^™**o^- From the latter he 
escaped, and while spending his ^^^ J^^ in exile in Switzerland 
he printed this volume, an^ f^^AhpwLiT^ i^arass his enemies and 
bigotedopponents. The chief aim ^'"^^r^"^^ 

Chmtjh; and some of the saUres ^f J^.^f 1^5^ Oerman, and probably 
from the hands of his friends. ^\^ grejit ^^ ^ regretted that no 

other collection exists ; an^ ^J^^nes and 7-^ ^^'^^^^ss has attended the 
admirable collections of pop^^^^ ^ J^y^ -^o^erbs in Tuscany, it is 
to be hoped that some co»P®^ ^"^^ay goon be found who 
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the spirit and patience to collect the pasquinades of tnore 
-ys. 

liest pasquinades were directed against the Borgian Pope, 
VI. (Sextus), the infamy of whose life can scarcely be 
Df him says Pasquin : — 
** Sextus TarquiniciB, Sextos Nero— >Sextu8 et iste ; 

Semper sab Sextis perdita Roma fuit." 
Sextas Tarquinins, Sextus Nero — this also is Sextus ; 
Always under the Sextuses Rome has heen ruined." 
n allusion to the fact that he obtained his election by the 
ibery, and, as Guicciardini expresses it, "infected the 
d by selling without distinction holy and profane things,'' 
ays: — 
" Vendit Alexander claves, altaria, Christum ! 

Emerat ille prius, yendere jure potest." 
Alexander sells the keys, the altar, Christ J 
He who bought them first has a good right to sell." 
D, is another savage epigram on the Borgian Pope, refer- 
murder of his son Giovanni, duca di G^andia. His brother, 
a di Valentino, slew him at night, and threw his body into 
from which it was fished out the next morning : — 
" Piscatorem hominum ne te non, Sexte, putemus, 
Piscaris natum retibus ecoe tuum." 
lest we should think you not a fisher of men, oh Sextus I 
^o I for your very son with nets you fish." 
^ms worth recording seem to have heen made during the 
of Kus III. ; but Julius II., the warlike, fiery, impetu- 
arew upon himself the constant hre of Pasquin. Allud- 
^fory tliat, when leading his army out of Rome, he threw 
'^ Peter into the Tiber, saying that henceforth he would 
' sword of Faul, Pasqum, merely repeating his impetuous 

'*Cijx*i I'ctri nihil efficiant ad proelia daves, 
Au^ili*^ ^*"^* forsitan ensis erit." 
S«»ce noelii^f the keys of Peter for battle can profit, 
^^e 8wox-a o^ P«"l' perhaps, may be of use." 
^> refej-jriy^S ^^ *^f ^ard which JuUus was the first among 

C0Qir>^r»tiv®*y late days to wear : 

•Hue b^l>a« ^^^1^ gladium Pauli, omnia Pauli j 

Clavi^^*- '^^® '''*''* ^ *^^* vota Petrus *' 

of Pau^l, ^^^ p'^rTl ^^ ^^^1-all things of Paul for me; 

it key -t^e^^^^ ^**^^' ^« s iiot to my likinjj at all." 



n 
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^ Ivar^mS Tootli meanings- But if PasKjuiti spared the 

^^.,--f^^50^fe» ^e tliirew a handful of epigrams oil hjs ^^^ ^^ 
^^^X^X^Xi^^^ ^ -portrait of the physician to wiiose ignorance 
^ ^i3>' ;,^t\x ^a« attri\nited, Pasquin placed this seiitence ; *'M:ce 
^ xy^^ rTecC^ ^^^ *^^^* J>ecc€Lta mundi J" And again, i^ refeT&ice 
ei^ P pM^^^^®*^> M:atteo Curzio, or Curtius : — 
fi/^0 ^ ,4(3^^^* occidit Clexneniem — Curtias auro 
\!^ -^x^^^^xiSy per quern publica parta aalus.** 

\i9» VVtted our Clement — let gold then be giren 
I C^^^ u^*» ^^^ thu» securing the public health/' 

'^^ <^t.» ^^® Pamese Pope, Pasquin exercised his wft, hut 
V^^ ^et^ wiccessfuUy. This Pope was celebrated for his 
^^^W^^y*^ iot the unscnrupulous iwrays in which he endeavoured 
^t>ot^®^' * \^ howae and enrich hia family ; and one of Pasquin's 
'^tvii^ ^^ £et« ^ ^^^®» ^® ^®^^ *® *^ *^® well-known fact that he 
* '<rt»^* ^^IftCe ^y despoiling the Colosseum of its travertine : — 
^\\t J**"^ * «* Oremus pro Papa Paulo, quia zelu» 

Domuft sase comedit ilium/' 

♦< Let us pray for Pope Paul, for his zeal 
For his house is eating him up/' 

1 III. ceases the record of the " Pasquillonun Tomi 
"With ^^\^ at Eleiitheropolia in 1544, and we now hunt out 
[xxor P^^^^^r^ere and tliere an epigram. Against Sextus V., that 
»nly rarely J^ ^^^ ^bo never lifted his eyes from the ground 
:niel, stern j^^ x^-^ined that great reward for all his hypocritical 
intil he had , chair, several epigrams are recorded. One of 



lumility, the P 1^ ^| dialogue, and given by Leti in his life of 
;hese, in the ^ -gcording fo^ t^e story connected with it. Pasquin 
Sextus, is worth ^ -^ a very dirty shirt, and being asked hy 
makes his app^* ^f this? answers, that he cannot procure a clean 
Marforio the r^^^agherwoman has been made a princess by the 
shirt because ^^^-^jg; to the story that the Pope's sister had formerly 
Pope— thus rei^^^^^ry\xi& soon came to the ears of the Pope, who 
been a laundreS^- . -g^ should be sought for and punished severely, 
ordered that th© ^gver, ^®^® '^^^' ^^ ^^^' ^^ ^i» o^®^ and in his 
All researches, ^^ V.^ posted in the public streets, promising, in case 
name, placards ^f ,.eveal W» ^^^' *^ g^^* ^^ not only his life, 
the author wotJ^^ thousand pistoles ; but threatening in case of his 
but a present ^f * , ^^ person to hang him forthwith, and give the 
discovery by sLt>y ^gr The aatmst thereupon avowed the author- 
reward to the i^^ d the money* Sextus, true to the letter of his 
ship and dem^ 



proclamation, gr^^^ violation ot ira b^^ ^ 

pistoles ; but, in ^^^^/^ „ frorx>- »" P^^isl^^-C '^id him th^ sjj 

not promised absolution ^ i^ bore^ V^^:? aod saj/off m ti„„ 

be struck off and bis r^^ %J^ *. ''"iered l^^e fc"^ 

so^tty in the future. ^jenced eve,, ^ '^ iimderCf *«"*! 
^ But Pasquin was »J* ce to the tj^ *» fioo, j,^^^" 

short time after, in 'tf^e PoP« «« [^^^^'s cruel ^ 
^ricature represeptiog f ^otto "Jlfa^^^i^*^^ ofTiT''^'^' '"d a 
Romans as frogs, ^»^?r the Barbe«ni ^*ti _^^ Stn^ ^ ' ^J'P«»rtd a 
Against Urban ^gj-'oftbe Colos^<^e;^J^^Jr'>'^e 
«>uUt out of the qf "S^tbeon to cast "^ VL^iose^nM 
from the roof of the *^"" r,ose pontifi **it^iio ,^^ «oble palg 
of St. Peter's, and u^^er ^^^/the f^W? tfc. ?f /'« ''™'2« rt„T^ 
^•ere despoiled, Pa^qm^ "^^^'^ ^'^U^ *Sa,f '"^'"^^ '^^'/<^5^^*' 

« Q«oa non ftceront bar..,, ^^^ ^^j!^' -«^I- hu^S;" 
•• What the barbarians have not do„^ ,^^ ^c,^, ^^^^_^_ ^^ 

^^d on the occasion of V'-^'^SSS a . ''^•^'- i«..e ,^, „ 
P^'^ns who took snnflF in the cburcj,e^ J>u«, ^■ 

from Job this passage: " O'^*^!' Munt ^ Bey^j'^^^'^^'^ic^t!^^ ^„ 

'^"ven to ana fro by the wind wilt thou^^'-*.»"-^..^5"-««^.»tf,i 
^ilt thou pursue the light stubble ?» «tow a,^ strS « ^""^ 

The ignorant, indolent, profligate Innocent t *> '''^ and 

profligate Donxia Olympia Maidalchini, afibrd^' ^l'^ "^^^ '^quaiiv 
^asquin's arrows. Of the Pope he says ;-^ "''° a t^get to 

« M agis amat Olympiam quaa Olynjp^^ „ 
" Olympia he lores more than Oly-oip^ >. 

During the reign of Innocent XI. the holy offi 
Its prisons were put in requisition for those iv)j**,*'''*'"^^'^^> s.'ofS. 
ireely or to spe^k freely. Pasquin, in reference to° ^^^^^ *** tlxinfe 

^nto nffizio, -E% / — che Ueogna fare ?»— '« if /^^^ "^ quiets, <A 
galleys; if ^^ write, the gaUowg; if we keeh ^f*"*^' *^ *° 

quisition. Eh 1 what then must we do ?» *^ 9[liet, to thet !»- 

Throughout Rome the stranger is struck bv 
currence of the inscription " Munifieentid Fit sJL* • ** constanfc *e- 
monuments and repaired ruins, and big and i. ™ «*=**" ^^- ^^a. 
When, therefore, this Pope reduced the sagnotT^^^ ^^^■'^^^^J^ \^o 
oatocchi, considerahly in size, one of them was fouM v' ^ 1°^*" *^ ..^V& » 
neck, with the same inscription— "Jlfttni^centi^^/^V'^Sou :pa»«»- 
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t the xxepotium of this same Pope, J^.^ ^ 
Biaschi palace, Pasquin wrote these line* .--^ ^ 
-Treahabuit fauces, et t^rno Ccrbenwore 
^tratua intra Tartara nigra dabat. 
^^ tibi plena fame tria sunt vel quatuor oi»^ 
^^ nuUi latrant, quemque sed iJJa vonint. 



l^e jaws had Cerberus, and three months as TVelJ, 
Tk-f .^^«d into the blackest deeps of hell, 
ths hare you — 87 1 i 
none, but erery one devour/ 



Three K *^^ **^® blackest deeps of hell. 

Which kT?^ "souths hare you— 87 1 e^en four, 
"^•^kat none- !*«♦ ov^i^ one devonr.*' 



the Frenrli 

^ ottered '®^^^^*ion, the occupation of Bome by JVapo. 
some bitter sayings, and among them this :— 
Jnincesi son tutti ladri^ 
^^^ tatti^na Buona parte.'' 
^s one fpf 
honour in p '^^ to the institution of the Ctobb of the 
*rj^ ^^ce, which is admirable in wit;— 

f ^Ppi^'^SKi^dri e pift ferod 

^^ teip,- *"^ * Jadri in sa ie croci : 
, ^' ^PPicano T ^*^*^* * P'^ leggiadn 
f?* times iegg ^^oci in »u i ladri." 

In I' ^'^"^^ '^ST^T *"*• «°d ™<>"* ^''*^' ^'^ <*'^ 
^oas^* ^**® ^eroe*^^^ '^P'*'* *^® cross— we're told : 
^ ^'^ ^^s> * ^^^^ pleasant, like to-day, 

l^^^P^ror^^ ""^"^ ^^ thicTes-they aay/' 

ep^ ^^^^--^£?® ^^ Austria visited Rome, Pasquin called 

*o^ ^^^^ as -i^^®o made on Canova's statue of Italy, 

^^/^y ® O^o^ ^^ ^ * spogliate.^ 
^^fy. ^*^^ ^^^^ ^ surely has tripped} 



^i?4JjWe o/> ^^^' *^"* •*"Pi^- 

^«>*^ jr? *^i^4^ .^^^Jertain Cesare with a young girl named 

(4 •'* •^•^^y** ^^^fuJng to the bridegroom: " ^opsar J caw 

58^ * o/* x^r^^^T^e> which Cassar answered the next day : 

'^© ^ ^.^^^^^^^^ -j-^^>»^a5«Vwr," was Pasquin's response. 

^^4 />^^^ ^ ^ ^' ^ave opened a large field for Pasquin, 

^® - ^^«^^Q.:^^^^<^"r quite equal to that of the hest of 

-*- - ^en, in 1858, the Pope made a 

' ^' Tuscany, leaving the adnainistratioii 
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of affaiw in the hands of Cf«5'°»' f"!"*'^ '^'i t 
of thB Sacred College, tbo foUowmg dialogue ^^^ ^^^ 

- E Chi kscia a cui^i^ la grege ?" 
"I canL" . «^ 

" E chi castodifloe i ^s"** ^ 
" II mMtino." 

« The shepherd, thm, i« SO^^ ^^^y7*» 

'* Yes, ffln" 

" And whom ha« b« I«ft *» ^ke care ^f 



^ 



^' The dogs.- , ,„ ^**flo- 

'* And who keeps the dogs? 

*' The mastiff/' 
The wit of Pa«quin, bS of all the Roixij^ 
for the pun, simply as a P«°» ^^ little i^Xisl ^ ^e 
the wit lies in the thought and image, t^o ^^ 
pressed by a pj^y upon worda as well, aa i^^^^ sc 
parte. The ingenious method adopted by ^h*^^® ®^ 
^g<>» to express their political sympathies ^yj^if i^^^'^ 
peculiarly characteristic of Italian hu^j^^^ ^icto 



police to make any public demonstration ^^^' I^' 
xnent were surprised by the constant shoutg nff*^ 
Verdi r at aU the theatres, as well ^ \Z\ ^ ' 
scrawled on all the walls of the city. But ther . ' 
the cnes for Verdi were through no enthusiasmT 
but only because his name was an acrostic signify,^ 

V-ictor E-mmanuel, R-e j-i X-talia 
Of a similar character was a satire in dialogup «« 
a year or tWo ago, when aU the world at Bome ' 

hoping for the death of King Bomba of execrated m. 
imagines a traveller who has just returned from Na . 

of bim what he has seen there ;— 

^'* Ho vifito un tumore." 

" ^'^ tumore ? ma che coaa h tin tamore T* 

« f'®^^ il t per risposta." 

^/^^ J un umore— ma quest© iimore porta danno 

^^ *-eva r u per risposta." 

** ^oi-^ f che peccato 1 ma quando ? — ^fra hreve T 

^ Or^ I fra ore! ma chi ha dunque quest* unowi 
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" Leva V r » ^^V^^^!^ O^^ 






witli a shrug and ptoloiiged toTie pec^^!^!ie ^"^^ ^«.vV^^ ^"^ ""^^"^^^ 
immense douU as to Patadise, and ^^^ . ^ "^ v/'tx©^® c© ^"^ • t^^ 

place — is the last answer. Hi^^^iit^^^' "P^^^ O^^ ^^^css^ 

Two years ago, Pasqnin rex>Te8etxtd ^ ^i %t^^^'xA^\^^ e^ ^^i^^ 



otter plempotentiaries at ttie <soTjfeie»*=^» ,«ae^ ♦ ■*>®^^. " ^t^x-rr* 
Bents the court of Bome-A.XLatri» "CoW^ ^et* *^* V*"^ ri*^'*25l 
French, neither of which \Mig«La.se8 ^t^^P^^t^ ^^,S^ eV^' ^ 
interrogated as to the viewaof :R,o»®«Tt^»*"^ri*» t-r, «*^ , ^xx^^' 

he only speaks Latin, not lt«CV\«., »^^t, *».fi9 txO^* ^ "be ^jj^iy 
era* ««i>m^»i,ib, est nunc et ^rt.^ fZ^H,. ^* ., ^ <^fflrt»^. ^^^o^ 



niade upon ,V'"''«'°'^ ^*^ '^^^ Xp "P^^ «*fl99': i,» <*' g9»<'" , ^ 



«■« C'',^' too, « *oofc^«^. ^^"IJ flV^"^ «^^^rfit^ 



''Tafce 



«^a^ tl:«.4 
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215 
the Piazza Navona, or the Fico, so callp/l f^^*^ ^.v. 
it is situated. At the former the actiBTis W rSLtw' ^ ^^'<"» 
at the latter the plays are performed W acto^^JI. ^ P"PP«te ; 
they are called. The love for the actini of ^^^L P^'>^<^9h" as 
universal among the lower classes throuo-Ko-^ i!?** **' P^PPets, is 
cities, especially in Genoa, no pains are%-^aill • V* ^'^ «>me 
construction, and movement, to render ttieTrri •<•,-, costume 

made of wood, are generally from two to t,^^^ i^^*- They ^^ 
"^ery large heads, and supernatural glarina- t-^ 1"* ^^eight, with 
?n<i are clad in all the splendours of tinsel %^^ ! *"** °e^er wink 
joints are so flexile, that the least weight or sT7^^ '^^ ''^^- Thoii 
a dislocation, and they are moved hy wires « IT* V^*"^ *eni effeoll 
atid extremities. Though the largest Ir« *^^^d ^ the" S? 
lieight of a man, ye^ as the stage and ^^^^^^ a^^ut half^' 
Scenery are upon the same scale of proiaow^ *PPointnjent« Tj* 
deceived and accepts them as of Ufe-size B^ °A *^« eye t .^'* 
or arm of one of the wire-pullere appears from H^^ **«ent a h^^ 
<ie«5ends below the hangings, it stertles Jo^ ^^^^ ^e si™ 
^nd the audience in the stage-boxes, instead of red J^ ^^^nSze 
to Lilhpntians by contrast, as they lean forward ^'^ *he w'^! 
Br^iguagians. with elephantine W anTSs'^'"^ "^^C 

I>o not aUow yourself to suppose that there^ 
to the audience in the performances of these !°^*i"*°g ludicrous 
I^otliing, on the contrary, is more serious. J^o .> ^^^n i>t^aftmi 
be so serious. Their countenances are solemn s^^^ ^^°e could 
Tonclianging than the fece of a clock. Their terriJ^T ** ^^ ""o** 
-svitli drooping heads and collapsed arms they fir Suavity when, 

goggle eyes is at times ghastly. They never d««.«^? ^°^ *^®i' S^ent 
of conscious farce. The plays they performT ^°^ *^^ '^^ions 
romantic and historical. They stoop to n th" "***^*^y heroic, 
Startling in mcident^imposing in style and n^«J°^ which is not 
The wars of the Paladins, fhe hemf; X^'T "^ *"" movement. 
ladies of romance, the tmg;Ues ofX*^T"''^« °f ^^^^ '^^^^ 
the melodramatic world, are tiHhiJr^^^ *?'?' *^^ I>«^igi«« °« 
heroes that tread the^^w «<S T""} pro^nce. TTae 
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X which i^preaents the unknown quantity £f ^*;^^^^i<^h potm^ 
tiaUv exists in the bosom of every one. Do not laugu -^^^^ ^^^ 
enter or the general look of surprise and annoyance v^\i ^^ ^^ 
recall you to the proprieties of the occasion. You mi^ht as well 
laugh in a church. 

I know no better way of giving an idea of the oitUnai^ perfoim- 
ances at the Teatro Emiliano, and the Teatro delle Muse, as tiie 
Fioo macmiloquently calls itself on the IhIIs, than by aix account of 
ao evening I passed at them last June. 

At each theatre there are two performances, or cafneraie, every 
evenincr- one commencing at uiive Maria and the other at ten 
o'clock? ' We arrived at the Teatro Emiliano just too late for the 
first as we learned at the ticket-office. " What is that great noise 
of drums inside?^ asked we. ** BaMaglie,** said the ticket-fielier. 
" Shall we see a battle in the next piece ?" ** JEh, aempre baUaglie;" 
—always battle,— was the reproving answer. 

Out«de were two hand-carts ; one with refreshments of sherbets, 
or ^^pctppine ** as they are called in Trastevere dialect^ sold at one 
haiocco the little glass; and the other filled with oblong slabs of 
hard stony gingerbread and " bruscolini^^ or pumpkin seeds salted 
and cooked in. a furnace ; which are the favourite picking of the 
I^oman populaoe on all festal occasions. 

The bill ps^t^^ outside informed us that the hmUtini were to 
play to-night ** -^^ Orandiosa opera intitolata it Bdisario, oasia le 
<^vventure di* C^^^^^ Enilia^ JFalsieroney Selinguerro ed il terribil 
Gobbo.* « J, ^^randiose opera entitled Belisarius, or the adventures 
^ Orestes, Ei^ilid, Falsierone, Selenquerro, and the terrible Hunch- 
y^^*' In the x^»^^^ themselves there was a sound of horror and 
r^^' Prices i*3. *^^ platea, two haiocchi ; in the loggiata, three 
^ioccht. JPj^^^f;^ boxes are also to be obtained for five haiocchi the 
^^^ ; and son, c>^ ^^ ^®°^^® friends having ts^^en a box one night, 
^ere received l>^ *^^ audience on their entrance with loud cheers, 
^e, however ^ijT »^^^^^ ourselves the luxury of a loggiata seat. 
. ^ut thei^ a^ ^ijree-q^rters of an hour to wait before the per- 
wmance beoi^I_— l^^*^ ^^^^ ^® P^^ them? "At the Fico," sug- 
gested the. ttoh^t^^^l^^^' " ^^®^ y^^ '^y pass the time tolerably, 
tiiougi,«ije added^y^^^'^^^^^^^^' ** ^^®^® ^^ ^^ 'fantoccini ' there, 
^otbingbut *j^,^JUi^^45i^^*- ^ Acknowledging the inferiority of mere 
tbTT-''''^''^fZ^<>^^^'^r^ with that of the puppets, we accepted 

Bhadow^^^ ^d ^^^**^^^? ^^"^ ^^* ^l^ks of moonlight and 

shabby hon ^^^ r. T ^^ Pavemeut, and finally arrived before a 

' H.^-S^^ ^^ recoguiaed as the theatre by the two 



lantenm Kting outside. Some fe,^ pepgons woi-^ ^ 
door; and from the ^^^.^.^^^^ ^^e ^^^ 
leaning out, cried across f f«^t to the ^^^^^^ 
toss them up a carneteo of seeds. The fvexiix, J"^^ 
but the air within the loggtata ^ss th^k, sif 1,^^ 
perspiration. The curtain was down. TH^ andfef 
extreme dishahiUe, were, some of them, sprawling , 
some leaning over the fix)nt of the y>ggia,tct, and 
friends in the pit below. Here were men ^vith b 
maculate linen, many oi them m *^/J »^irt«sieeves' 
they had come from their work. Mothers ^ith oni 
the waist up, drawn round the necfc, and soothing / 
they held in their arms by the simple and effica 
giving them the breast. Nothing at all improper 
done, but the audience was simply (Afferent from t 
the Apollo, and less attention had been paid to f 
Jn the centre was a three-armed brass chandelier i 
all three lights turned np high and in full smoke. 

In a moment the hell tinkled, and out came an 
curtain, nearly touching ^'^^\ ^}^ *^® *^P ^^ 
announced, to what he denominated %l culto public 
week was to appear " una hdla oa^iioch^tta,'' and 
much ^'vergoffna'' to demand the favour of their 
had delegated " t? gentH invito ** to him. The cuk 
fested its interest in this announcement by a series < 
who she was, and when she would appear, and wha 
and other similar questions ; all of which being a 
satisfaction, they promised to come ; and the actoi 
bumped out of sight through the curtain, rather ign 
Then the play began. The bill of fare was a pa 
**Xa ZingareOa^'' and a comedy, **m dialetto i?< 
•* Peppo er Chiavaro e Fepe er muroaore,owero erp 
»p(mlizio cHle quattro Fontane/* This was unfor 
having been performed at the first oamerata — foi 
Emiliano, are two performances nightly; one, the ' 
haUxxiki the seat, and the second, the " Corta,^ at t\ 
were forced, therefore, to content ourselves with * 
which now began. 

Two " redli jpersonaggi,^ the king and the queen, 
appearance, accompanied by a courtier and a little gii 
They have come to walk in a garden. There is mi 
of pleasure and affection, pressure of both hands on 
wriggling of shoulders, pointing at the child, and m 
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vcefi with the thumb and fingers, and floating ^ut and 
bands. This over, the ^*reali jpersonaggi " motioii addio, 
tlie child alone with the courtier, wlio at once prays her ta 
be is not only ** prima haUerina^ but the whole ^* corps de 
t her one little person, thougb she is evidently not more 
^t years of age. Nevertheless, the audience, which is far 
ical, is charmed, and loudly applauds as she finishes a shawl 
tb 11^^ ^® freshest gauze mantle, nor, shall I dare to say it 
r)etto ?) the cleanest or best-gartered stockings. However, 
^ l^e pardoned — they are probably her mother's. Q'he 
j^o'V^ leaves her alone for a moment, with no other apparent 
han **^ enable two or three Contrahandistas (for of course the 
in Bp^^^» we knew that from the title of the pantomime) to 
S0^^ *^® ^**le princess, tear off her flower-wreath, and 
witti ^^''' Immediately on their exit the courtier appears, 
^^ yyy her royal parents, who, on finding her gone, make 
Q pan*<^™^'^® ^^ despair — ^beating their foreheads and rushing 
d doW^^ *^® stage. The courtier then madly plunges through 
ivlisseSy and reappears with the wreath, when a great tahUau of 
r takes place, and the curtain falls. 

hen the second act opens, ten years have elapsed, as a little 

In at our side assiduously explains, and the little girl has grown 

a ZingareUat a fortune-teller. She now comes with the Cotdra- 

listas, and meets the courtier and the courtier's son, who, 

iralJy, iatohe the Deus ex machind. Ah ! it is a case of love at 

' sight She t^l^^ ^^ fortune — ^he gives her a bouquet— and then 

J's carried a^^y ^^ ^^^^ cruel Contrabandistas. It is evidently 

^^er T^ith lii^^* ^^^ ^® presses his breast, and wriggles, and 

^ses hU thuiiil> ^^^ ^^^ round the outline of his face, and looks 

^ heaven dep^^^*"^^^ * ^^^ ^^^ courtier is a hard father— he 

'^^y comman^^ -^^^ ^^* ^ ®®® ^®^' ^^* ^® escapes and flees to 

^d her, t^ . x,^ next scene the tired Cmdrahandistas come in and 




- courtier's son- '^ ^ — "^ ** rapture !— ^^^ xwuccw u. «-.— 

vhen sud^jg » ijii^ fierce Contrahandistas awake. There are pas- 
sionate thrert^li^ protests— swears he loves—points to the third 
finger of the lefthB^^^ — implores heaven— wiU marry. All is agita- 
tion-^when n^Adeniy *^® ^^* P^^onaggi and the courtier, escorted 
^y two troon« msi» ^^ *"" "^^ ^^^ ^^^^^- There are no fire-arms or 
swords used but a ^^^^^^^ wrestling and slinging about takes place, 
on a stage ten feei> 0^^^^^* ^rixjl the Contrabandistas give in, and 
tile curtain falls. 



The audience is now getting excited ; already ^, 
xiave cried loudly for cakes and 6rW»«, a^a gv 
and left in their excitement, and thrown the e^^ 
stage; now they scream for the ftwno^ «ij 
round on his tmy glasses of sugarless letDoftad^^ 
lemon floating about in them, cries loudly, .. ^> y 
Xter un latocco." By that he m«»ns that o^** 
warm water and eat the lemon. Meantioj^ !r <: 
begin to fret and whine, when tmkle goeg ^^ J'he 
open goes the chemise front for the baby'g ^® bel 
curtain. It is a new scene— the royal apa^^*^foi 
and rickety straw-bottomed chair constitut^l^iien 
— its throne,— the rest is supplied by th© .^*8 st 
the lintel of the door is » portrait of a chiii^^^gi 
' —shades of Vandyke and Titian I The ij 7^-- an 
one chair— for obvious reasons the queen ca*^ ®"t< 
There is great sorrow, and weeping and gei^.****ot ft 
in the midst of which the Cmtrabandist^^^^^mi 
ZingareOa. ^ha! what wonderful reseiaKi**"* ''«' 
portrait and the Zingardla t It is diflacuiV*^** is 
ceive, but how astounding it seems to the fa ^'^ *be 
There is violent gesticulation and pointi^o. j?f' 9«»! 
Ah I yes, it i8__ah! no, it is not. "If she^KT"" ^« ' 
mark will be ft>und on her right arm." aJZ^I"^ ' 
sleeve. There is the strawberry mark l^^^^ "^ ' 
everybody's arms-she is found at last J r^^^^> I 
ZingarOla kneel-and "My blessing on you tf* ? ' 
Then with a fierce gesture, the Co^^fiS""" 
execution. But ah 1 the ^»«j^rv^ is at ^"^ ' 
royal clemency is sbown-at which there iTw^ 
audience, and the curtain goes down. "^ '°«d , 

^ * * * ?*<^n»ent, gentlemen," says the gamin «* 
not yet finished. Now comes the beti^tC^ t 

?rki^g^^J^^'*«'^!^-^T-l^!f^-- ' 

1, j,v. ° *^^ aueen, two courtiers, the bridft or.A . 
f^^m^^y Tl^e-ici^ a fiddle a^m^J I 
■Fieo and tu^^*^ ^^ perceptible between the peti 
S'eft tS^ at the Apollo, •^.r^ip^^ 
prima baSj" i^ ''^»^" °* '^' S ""^^ ««% V . 
^*^ilig tbemselves, and polked and waU ; 
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ittle sti^e; the king with one courtier, the K^yxeen with 
Qd the Zingardla with her lover. Tbis over, -fcHere came 
eau, with red Bengal lights blazing and smofcitig j^g^y 
aes, and casting a Der Freiachutz glare ove^r tlie iappy 
all was over. * . 

the-way, I am reminded of an incident whioH occurred 
a friend of mine at the Fico. Tbe ahandoned lover 
rd to the foot-lights, clasped his bands, an<a. exclaimed 
, "Dove set tu, oh heEC angelo della mia vita ?" "^ San 
sponded a voice from the pit, ** a San Michele.^ Now 
Me are the prisons for loose women, who are **ahan- 
aother sense ; and the personagrgto on the stage, enraged 
rruption, paused in his part, stopped short, shook Ms 
the pit at the audacious individual, and cried out 
h a racy and opprobrious epithet which I am forced to 
la ttui soreUa — coRa ttia sorella.** Having thus dis- 
mself of his emotions, he continued his sentimental 
f his " heir angdo dd mio cor J* 

with this pantomime, we now retraced our steps to the 

The second carruerata had not begun, and we strolled 

azza. The great fountain of Bernini rose in the centre, 

res crouching under the obelisk that pointed silently its 

sky. The moonlight flooded the square and shone on 

indl church, and the plashing water sounded soothingly 

;he marble basin. At a caffe close by w^e heard a thrum- 

a.xid a tingling mandoline, played by two men sitting 

oxxtsid.e the door; several of the Trasteverini were 

U*, men and women, dancing the saZtarello on the rough 

tlxG intervals,' a sturdy fellow, a little top-heavy with 

>ti^ratxilating himself and his audience on the successes 

., riew^s of the taking of Como having just arrived. 

pgLTxi^^ l>y *he mandoline and guitar, be began in the 

•4o scil^<^^^^ to scream out a Neapolitan song, with all 

^rx<I<le» breaks of voice which are so characteristic of 

> xzxitiil *^® piazza echoed. 

«te>xieKi *o him so long that the play had already com- 

^ -w& entered the Emiliano. The audience was small, 

^^^ ^l^o^^^ devoted to tbe huraUini, was larger, better, 

IlJ^ -fcja^ ^*<^o- '^'^^'^ffraTidtoaa opera** of BeMsATioM 

J^^TX^T^^^ obaracter Of i^aw^oocmi plays. It was "sempre 

^f^ «^^xie when we entered was between two puppets, 

•K^t^x^4r>«i-, fipeakmgm tremendous voices, and flouriBhing 

J^ ^ <::>xx^ ^as a child. JRx7i«occ»no— the other probably 



"T 



the figures »nd *hevt Ve™ ^«*^ '^J*'*"*^"^^^^'''''' 

'"^res, piercing the^ea^ „*^"* l^ere moved Stout perpendicular 

sustained the figures, f'^^Jfmngont of «^t above the JaangiugB.- 

same erosaly apparent ~,"* ^^ds and sw'ords we^ mored by the 

wentin^a8uddVn<^*J",^'« Each J»«»^» when it spoke 

Vitua'« Hftnce while ^"^'»'«D. «« i/ it ^«« attacked by a fit of St. 

«md thr^h J'to^d f ® '"^'"^ ^^'"^J «°^^*'^ '^* synodic life, 

a^tomT^!^ U i° ^ «« air with utter disregard toX^warrior-s 

^^mJ;7 R„f «'*'""^«y and painfully dislocated with every 

fen^«^ ^^ 7 7 "° .**»«'■ ^ he ceased speaking than his am« 

remlTn^ fi ^^ ''^'^P*'' J^ head dropped drunkenly forward, or 

T^^J^- ? * <J«l<«ation glaring »r nothing, ^d with his 

ai> ^K. j^f r"'?^* "P *« the c^ing, and bis legs hanging in the 

He awit^'^ "^ ""fZ ^'°^' «« as to We him qui^ out ff^lance. 

dSpuT i^ ""potent^ the answer of his opponent. It was a. Solent 

and hS J? * ^^^takmg place between the youth and Sel^S^^ 

^uJZjT^?"^^' ^^« ^«« thmtening to destroy the castle of the 

xn^t?"^!'-: ^«» these dought/ warriors were a couple of 

d^^l f*" "^^^ *^« floor, '"vhidv 4ey never descended ot con- 

onXt J, ,*°"^'i **^* ^^ way of emphasis, vhendown th«y ««»« 

np 2^ *t^ ^i.** * ^^^"^ wooden 4 and then jerked ^^f^^ 

other^*,„^*"^P"'« ^^ t'^'nendoi;. They launchea «t ^ 

^ wSciSr'*^' *«"*^»« threats and challenges. -Sfe2»V*Jf^^ 

a S'sSL *''!>"*'•!,'»*»* *° ^ outdone in iMMsting and f^^,' T^^ 

"^T^lT!?/*''^^*°^"°«''^»' of his arms, «^*=^t 

Silence. "^ITn •^^^*<' ^^'^ <«^W G'oWo," and then coll»3>8f*' ^ 

ffOto a paieaa^ ^^"^ * '***'• "^Ponded hia opponent, *' "W*"^ "1. 

lap^ his hX^!l' \^^ ^th « g«l^amc twitch and a *to.-c^:aaetioS 
ButtheyoSn^^ ^^ ^r^' *** '*«''' defiance at the l^oX-A yotJ» 
He rous^ S^'^r^-^o^fd himself the true son of the territ^Xe <?ol>^ 
down with &&^ ^* ooUapae in which he bad faUen, a.x^<3. cotsv^^^ 

by touching th^^^ *^.^n.**"' .^''*»'« »*«♦ *^ acquire\»«-^^ «*'^«'^t 
^Idly one 1^^* g«>und), he jerked his head and liml>«, tQ^xig «*' 
Now ensned^'*"'^^,^''^ * challenge in the name o^ ^fc- ^i*"*' 
tenant, atteolLn^^ *°^'^**''- «'^%«e'^. hacked "b.^^ lii* «««" 
higher from tS ^^ ^'^v*^" "^ *'»" ffo66o,and all tti.r««, ri^i^S 
t°««ther, cladiiL^' "" ^^ excitement, dashed pi-t>x:x:fcis<3-wOti»ly 
and for^JaStSf th^ WWf ^rf'^' and swing^ T..^«>cwatd» 
l^t to and fro in the air^lu th^' "^f"' ^^"^^ ?t*' l^«l:e>l«*» "^ 
w« « rolling rapidlJ»it^*'''''^.***T''^^™*^ -fcl*« scenes 
e »t»iaiy. . it was encouraging, however, ti<=». ib^ boW 



out« W.eacb of ^^* efforts he i»f ^Mth J^ 

9 neTer fox » moment io«..Qntenance i»/o«t stm j^geen 

vet changed, but on ni« game an^''^«ing eyes. At 

aha supematutal g^^' vnees.or rfttber' to be accurate, 

er,he-waa\mraght to »^ ^ ,ritih bis legs at an angle 

ight half-way down "bac^V - at all, and still shaking the 

1 d^rees, sitting on nothing ^J^^y^ so weak that his 

of his blade" above bin». ^ ^^ ^nd in one of his 

to sit entirely down seerne g^pgrhuman fist ap- 

do so a gigantic »?!»"***'"„ the sHP*- " J'reparati 

i portent above his bead, between tne ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ 

now thnndeied Sdinguerra, ana » changed. In bmst 
suddenly the aspect of things wM ^ ^^^^^ ^^ 

^ ©0660" himselfV'Mn complex 8^^ ^^j^ convnlsive 
succession of bold knocks, M»d ^^J'^^ards Sdmguerra 
;rd. while he sidled dislocatedly atong to^ ^^ ^^^^^t. 
■^tang hops, hrought help a* *t« °'^* ffi,le reputation. 
eT J^^V^ the Ensuing <^»^"?i^ and his lien- 
»i i"! *•" ^t fi«* ** ""^^i ttoS^meat of them ,• 
:>Pposed him, but he soon niad« "^"i^nd staggering in 
^whole army, si^odically ^oP^rf^Sogelier. 

' of thT .*■- hoth be and *»« *^; smashing against 
»,.. *^? "tage. «.,.,«nded m the air, sm ^^^ 



'f the conflw^*' '^P'^ „^ the army m»«lAy *^"» . ^ 
' of thT .*■- hoth be and *»« *^; smashing against 

'cooiMi^ • '*» the ntmost comusi ' ^j, ^^^.^ ^ 

'« S^'^ **^«" •'"^^P** ^^.L?ri^tS- by platoon, 
^'^ tbe^^: But one by «^%'^Ybe hovered above 
*K «u^T**l« G'o66<', nntil at ^^""l^^ had a spasm 
' °^er ^"^ «« ever in wind «^d h^' \be stage, 80B»e 
'*W?^ ^ they lay there covering ^^^^^^^« 
^^^r^ straight np in the air. ^nd m«- 

^^dM ^ ■tlieGo6Jo'8 8ponse?i2 other recklessly 
.'^'^W^t^ oxit together, bumping eac^'' 
/>i.«/*^;-«;5^ between ti^eshp^^^^^ g^o 



.Sii^?*^*^ between the shps- ion. Suffice 

.; *Ve w- "^^ «ollow the doings on *»« *f^ ^ lotxg green 

/^*^e JT^ "*^**« " serpent-man,; ^'^^"^-t.xnarkSl face, 

;j^'«^.^*^^-ith a huge bead ^^X^g ^ ^une 

a- «*^x»s- ^ *^* ''*^" "^®' \l<red in a» encounter 

^ '^SC^ ^ Sreat tower on bun* ^ 



FANTOCCim-MAGGI AND MTSTE^^^ ' 

to do with this "^rana^T::2ttfS:f H ^^ 
not plainly see as he ^ j^ delightS^'i^ *^ S*. i 

However, the >^^^^^^.^t of bruscdini ^^^ ^^ ^^ »5,^^„ , ' 
ance. Theyateroracious^ ^^^ ^^dca^^^t>^^^ ^^ej^. 

of lemonade, and, when V„Temptied of tlT- *^^l» * *-a^^« Z-r^^ 

paper horns, -h-^'nTt.^--'' ~ie^I ^« ^U^^^^'A'tT 
The Fantoccini do not, ^^ . . . ^^ ^^ett^./ ^ '^^i^'^^^,P<^ 

tion of plays founded - -^Ttb^^-Oe^aJ^-^ *o ^, '' "'• 

Scripture history: These 'l^^"*' as B^J^^SeUfc »'' J" yeli^ioZ 
are, for the m^t part, performed by i^^ ^ Jo^g„ «o.«e« .j^^ 
theVa« lepr^sented^by "^'"f r^'^'-a,!?";?^*. bat ^^tf^'^' 
public play^ called Giostre, or Ma^g^^y^^ there i^ « 'T''^'" 
the peaUs'of some of the Tus«m to^^^ ^e ,tiJl pl^J^^^f 
preface to the "Canti PoH«" Toscani,.. ^^^^^ppo' T^Hn ^^^ 
have myself seen, a feve years ago, at Ca^^^« •• "Soni« of hl%' 
Gavinana. The best ^nown aad ho«e ^^f^^ ^^ C.r.,iio Z\l 
^veiy year, are-the story of Joseph; the a^^f «« pi^y,^ ^-^^ 
passidn of our Lord, which, m many respe^ '^«:» of Ahjaham', tha 
mysteries. Begides these— there are Egjst^ de-^""^'* **"■' ""cfent 
and Ru^ero, taken from Ariosto; Ir<»np^ SiiatrZ'^r^l' K^adamante 
tino and Buonafede, or the Triumph of Friends?:"' P^^^' ; Cmtan- 
St. Giovanni Bocca d'Oro; Arbino and if icrene n,*^ '"•""'*"'°n "^f 
of the Christians by a Turkish ^ing of Algerfn .' ♦t * P^'^^^'^^twa 
Sta. Filomena, the Empress Flavia; Rosana, the i^mu?;[''""' "' 
who is converted to Christianity ; Sant' Alessfo; the ^wl^"^'^ 
qxaest of Jerusalem by the Christians; Cleonte ^1 iS^hI w 
StiUacore; 1J« takmg of Pans descnbed by Ariosto; and t;^;'drth 
pf Louis XVI. Their theatre is in the open air, or in the ct\c£ 
piazza of the town, or under the shadow of the cheatnut-trees m 
some wooded valley. On the day of the festival, after vespers, the 
people of the surrounding towns meet t<^ether and form a treat 
circle of meu and women. Before the play begins there is a ^'*'*' 
senger (called also an interpreter or page, as in the mysteries, d.Tcs9t'* 
like an angel, -v^th a flower in his hand), who, after tlie cvLstofli^^ _ 
the ancient G^eek trs^edies, rings a prologue, and salutes t\^e *^^^^„ 
ence, demandii^g their favour. The heroes of the drama- ^'^^^^^^.^^p^'^* 
their entrance ^nd with them comes the buffoon, wtt. T^^^t^-^^^^ 
Bome one of tj^^ Italian masks— just as in the antique tra^ -j-^ tjirco^ "T^ 
they were present to temper with their jests the excess <=>^ ,^^ *^*?ojt 
compassiou atnong ^^'^ spectators. The meu play ^^^li ^*^ 
parts, and ar© dr^sed in great mantles, or, as they *^*^ 
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MOTIONS— FANTOCCIl^fl* 225 

the-expulsion of Eve from Paradise, the Eternal ^Father came down 

in great wrath, called for Noah, and told liixo. lie was soriy to have 

created such a set of ungrateful scoundrels, a^x^aL that he was resolved 

to drown them altogether. " Here Noah interceded for them, and 

at last it wa^ agreed that he should huUd an arlc, and he was ordered 

to go to the king's dockyard in Lisbon, and tbkere he would see John 

Oonsalvea, for he preferred him to either tilie French or English 

builders. (Thw produced great applauso,)*^ Ben Jonson, in his 

*' Bartholomew Fair," makes one of his ptxpptet showmen say " Oh 1 

tiie motions that I, Lanthorn Leatherheaxi, liave given Uaht to in 

my time, since my master Pod di^I J^rixsalem was I staJv 

tHing, and so was Kineveh. and the City oF JSTorwich; hut the P « 1 

powder Plot, that was a getr-penny." An<i in ** Every Man Ih^ r 

His Humour'' he speaks also of "a new motion of theOifvVxr 

veil, with JonaB and the whale." ^^^^ of Nine- 

In Italy the principal motions that are xio^v- played hv th rr 
tocczn€ are passages from the life of Christ. One of thZ T . 
of Judas Iscariot, I rememher seeing several years ago 'in vTJ 
town on the main road to Naples. We had just left o^ t^„* "j 
w-ere straying through the streets towards sundow'n, wheT j 
fcooth attracted our attention, hefore which wei^ coarse n' f 
ropresenting scenes from the Ufe of Judas, witli placards vind<^^Zh 
announcing that the well-known and famoi® company of nn^^ts 
so greatly and deservedly admired throughout It^iy^ would this 
opening perform the grand Scnptural play of Judas Iscariot, for the 
small entrance fee of two haioochi. At the door was a man in a 
tlxiok black heard, who in stentorian tones was crying out to the 
r>eople of the town to be quick, or they would lose the chance of 
seeing this justly celebrated, grand, and wonderful exhibition. 
prompted by curiosity, we paid our hawcchi and went in. The 
irepresentation had akeady begun to an audience of about twenty 
■persons of the lower classes ; but the moment our party entered the 
performance was suspended, the curtain was dropped, and the 
^Xdrone appeared, cleared for us the frcaat seats, and announced tha-t 
^Loonsequence of the arrival of this most distinguished and. cu\tv- 
vated company, which he had the honour of seeing before Kir»,^®^ 
slaould recommence the play from the very first scene. So, ^^ ^^ ^ 
lie did ; and nothing more ludicrous and incorrect could .P^^^^^e, 
iruagi»ed. The kiss of Judas, when, after sMing along ^2?^^ ^k^^ 
lie suddenly turned with a sidelong jerk and rapped the o^ ^^^^-^©V^ 
-pet's wooden head with his own, as well as the aubseq^^®^^^^ ^^® 

wUicli he goes out and hangs himself, heggiax descriV^ ^^^tdc^^ 
audience, however, looked and listened with, gteal gta^i^y* ^^ 

'VOX'* !• 



U in the perf<»"*^jfaU between '« "?V*^« Pvppeh. When 
Uim««)mewhatdividea^^ npTpe^rf, ^'^^rtg], tie play's 
>se to go, the mB.na6er ^^^^ „» for biy^x-og jyj,„«j y^ 
rite over, and warnuy • 

OT presence. ^ «mil»T e»n>»>tioB, f© irlicb tie 

Siena this year, there w ^^^ g^juceni cotiatry, and wbkh iad 

y people flocked f^*'"*^'.-^ erery day fw ^eek» Sometimes, 

iccesa that it wae 'fP**_^-nt are pteyed,Biich as the afflictions 

Dries from the Old ^^^" ^^^y of Sniannah and tie Elders; 

the ncrifioe of I«ac J .^^ there wag a repre»eDt«tion 

Prodigal Son. A •!»«>« T^j^^ puppet covered the rtage with 
Life of S«='«>n,m which the p P^^^^j ^ ^j^^ ^ 

lie. of the Philistmee »»*«" '^ ^ iong.peech preparatovto 

upon heaj*.- But while ^*?^^f *f J-a^^Ie, unfortunately, 

ng hia thirst from the J*^:'^" 5^ his spasmodic gesticnla- 

«at it was filled with ^'ft«y*f^i over the stage and into the 
>pnnkled andapattered It recklesei^^^^^^ 

he orcheatra to such effect, ^at^^ ^^ ^^^^^^^ ^F 

the time came to ^"^^'.^^^ian at this trying moment. 
li"t^ fta1rc:^The JSiSw, nothing cnl ^mpar^i to 
«."i^th?bSl2KtLpantomin,e by actual"^ 
^^i^^^tf^'jjnewhat it is when i^rformed by puppets 
f J- ««o«on is^ffected by wire, who imitate the ge»tnj« o 
'«A i.a,id8 that cannot ahut, and, with a wooden gravity of 
'/*. ^^ytravf their bodiea into terrible contortions to make np 
;* »^ ezspression in the fa«. Bnt, if posMWe, their dancing 
"/'ea-ior to their pantomime. When the wooden-headed 
■<>•« .MS aoiemn and atifif a» a real one, have seated them- 
^e w^i«ae of the stj^e, and the corps de hallet has advanc^ 
^ :x:m:M. steady platoons, and retired and opened just like the 
i~^^i»=- -«-irith a tremendous leap, suddenly drops the prima 
,.*o«=-»sr«» ier wooden knees tt^ether, and jerkipg her head 
/ ®« ^^:a3& audience with a smile quite as artificial as we 

^ «=IS=>.^ "best trained of her fleshly rivals. Then, with a 
i' -^^ ^*nt^r describing air circles with her toes far higher 
/5j **.^ ^zt«3 poising herself In impossible positions, she 

Ts^ -^^^ ^^ — :^3iGi forward with superhuman lightness, perfoms 
.'^«> '^ ^ ™ '— g^fcy to awaken envy in Cerito and drive Ellslerto 
f) * "^^"^ ■ » ^*^S en her pointed toe that disdains to touch the 

"" "■ emding pirouettes on nothing at all, till at last, 

>c:~ 'Wooden hands forward, she suddenly eomei to * 



stiff stop to receive yon' /PPUnse. Thj^ 
k ballet d^dn.^. Tbi«J« *^* Perfection «. »J™>^ 

' our liVes *-^- J " Unhampewd with thp difte ,™ ^^ %> 



and surpasai her as the ideal surj^sses tl^^"**"*^ c^*e«cun,bef 

lierwith her permanent smile and breast tt f^l. V'^J'atten 

not baunted by the notion of tboee sa<i ^^ ****. *i6Vev ^^'^ ^^ 

gloomy theatrical day, when the splen^i^^^lrB q^ *^ pants, we 

stereotype gmUe give way to shabby petti^^^ou^s ^r^^"^gia 

and her ea.T is saluted by the crititasm of ^^T^ta j^j^ V^ *"«e and 

applause ^f the audience. Ab, no! th^ *i|6 magxT. ^'"tehing fg 

into her art from the hands of her »na^^;fan<occfo, T^^^ "^^ ' 

^^^^S iiostthe same in her box as oij ^^^^^ ^reamrj.^ f ^^^ 

by want of food and family carea, disda^^^ ^ stage io ^^^ a^ 

^^^ >>y prostitution, is troubled by ^^ to ^^ ' « never ha^ss 

vain aBatition, haunted by no remoraea, J^^lonJ. • '"^^ae 

wtbout envy, sorrow, hunger, or the fe^^ *^iued W ^"^^^ ^^ ' 

mal youth and a perpetual smile. Hov '^f ^^^ ^ no failures, b 

f a««9ocina than a living BaHerina ! fi^^^oh betff '. ^ * Perei 

for her, bxit for her maestro, who pays l^ ""*«»• on »/T ■. ** ^ ^oode 

no complaints, and is subject to no c^^»; Hotbin^ ?'^^«~-not oni 

apol^, how wretched a mask Life seetW^^^Ces. t^ *««« from h, 

not be a Fani<xeino-& painted blockhe^ besije Artl ""^'^^^e a 
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CHAPTEB XII. 

VHiLEGQIATURB ; HAB^*^ , . , , 

•«c? days cotti^' and violets per- 
I soon as the warm sp^^S ^ ^^ed over the meadows, 
^ \<^ ftune the air, and daisies ^^^^ ^^^t their warm odour 
SM^I ^^^ *^® ^road stone-piof* ^ ^^^ Romans begin to 
TO ''''^^' *^« influence of ^^'^ T^' wealthy families who 
-=a make their vmeggiature. J^ ^^ city generally go 
' large villas within a short distance oi ^^^ ^ ^^^^ or 

9 to pass a few week« and every one ^ . ^^^.^ gj^d 

-. spend, then, aT^^ the /e^^or Sting under the 
d^ snnning himself against the ^^^''J' i^ onlj a sort of 
« of bis pergola or ZoLoia. Tti^, ^'^^t^^!',^ al)out the latter 
^« *<• the real villJSa, ^W^^ co-n^^^^the city at mid- 

' ««d tSff* ^*<* tlie country f«' *^V"^na, or on tbe Alto 
^bineT^^^ "^ ^^^ lurches about ^n^^ have set in,ti>e 
aa« ,^'"°«ntain8. -rj^n the beats of ^"'"f^' ^ tbe salt air -, 

X'^^o^ J/i^ I^oman BborebeU^wC^v^ away all visito«^ 

fl ""-^o ^'^ f^'^^ »^d ague, wh ch an j^^^s, with it* 

^ *eacA "*-^«»o, the "goodly City oi ^ ^ trusted ;wi4 

^V^^efL^I ^«*iic »ole,^=an bo lou|« ^^^ ^.^g « 

/t'*^ is «--*r«.^«g«:Uthe VeoV^^^ff^fJZe mendicants 
^^^^''^aI' *3[xa«.3r, Ld fortresses magn^^^^a the s«i and 
^^9o,«,.^^6er--— t J^^ mosquitoes innu'B^^^'^ny pa^s through 






o4r:ho^beW Civita vecc.»^ 

*il ^ole,^=an bo lou|« ^^^ ^.^g « 
.t Civita Veccbia. ^° ded, ^adis- 

^-the P«'Pl«^3^y;r-^e mendicants 
and fortresses 'BagB^^^^d tbe s«i and 
« mosquitoes iBB«meraD^ ^^^ ^^ 

« who have means g®°t ^^g tte fashionable 
and go on to Tuscany^^"' Viare^o, and 

<5ongregate at 1^^°"^- Adriatic shore there 
.<3<5omm'odation. On toe ^ ^^ ^^^]^ 

=> be found. H^'^.^J^ople. vrhoUvefroH. 
txial thriftlessness of «>e pe i' 



"hand to ^^^^?^bitablft ^^^ ^^ ^ daf, *^®^' beautiful shore is 
i-endered xyaio^^ ^ to the stranger, siv^P^y ^^^^ want of decent 
. lodgings. 1 

Nor is it only a^o^g the shore of the Adriatic that this is the case. 
Porto D'Anzio itself, that ''most splendid " city, as Dionysius called 
it, though a favourite resort of the BotnauB in the spring and 
autumn, and withm forty wiles of Borne, can only boast one small 
had inn and a single villa, where a stranger may struggle thrmigb^^ 
week. At Ardea, Ostia, and Nettuno, one « even worse off , a 
the antiquary who is interested in the remains of the ancient ci 
along the cjoaat must make up his mind to l»d lodgmg and ^o 
fare. -^^^ 

At Frascati and Albano there are good lodgings to toe ^^^^ 
Nohle old villas may be hired on the Alban slopes for a stna.^t,_o\d 
with gardens going to ruin, but beautifully f ^^^''^^^ ^ith 
fountains and waterworks painted with moss, and ^^T^r^^^gales 
maidenhair, vines and flowers— shady groves w*^®'^®. ^^^ eiS^er 

sing all the day— avenues of lopped ilexes tli»*> standing ^^^^^ea^. 
side hke great chandeliers, weave together then: branches ^^^ ^^^^ 
into a dense roof— and long paths of tall, polisl^ed l^^^.®^' ^ ^ ^s not^ 
may walk in shadow at morning and evening- '^^^ ^^\ ^ rx^#^^^^^ 
however, '* above suspicion,'' and one must ^ careful a^ a-fcspte^v 
lest the fever prowling round the damp aUeyB seize you as ^^ ^^e8\^ 

The views from these villas are truly exquisite. Beforo ^^^^gvtxg 
the undulating plain of the Campagna, with e^ery hue and. ^^^ \Vtxe 
tone of colour; far off against the horizon * hashes th© * ^^ t\x6 

of the Mediterranean ; the grand Sabine hills rise all ^^^]^^^^ \^''* 
west, with Soracte lifting from the rolUng inland sea at '^'■^^^n^oW^^ ^ 
and in the distance swells the dome of St. Peter's. "^^^ .^^Y>\e, *^ 
of sunset as they strefkm over this landscape are indescjrx*^ jAeeV' 

in the noon the sunshine seems to mesmerise it into a ma-S^ sixtO^^®^ 
At Genzano two or three famiUes may firKi a pleasa.i3--t:> ^a,t^®^^ 

residence in the Villa Cesarini Sforza, which Ues arnox*-^ "t^lo^ ^^ 
on the slopes of L.ake Nemi, whose still waters sleep 15a-:Br ^^^g,- 

the bottom of this green volcanic crater. Ixi the town., ^^^^^ybB-t^^ 
ings may he procured, hut they are very indifferent. "^^^ ^ a-^ * 
and L'Arriccia are good inns, where apartments may l3^ Ic^^^X 
small price, and many of the houses are also let to strans^:K-^fc- i^^ 

But in the Sahine mountains, where the air is far 3nc^<z»^xr^ -^ ^^ 
some, and the scenery equally grand and heautiful, no -v-iXl^s^ ai ^^ 
he leased. In some of the towns there are good inns, i^za. ^oi^^e 
inns at all. But where one is in the latter case, a bed ^^s^^^x:^ 2\^^^^ 
he found at some house, where the family are willing to ^r^<:^«tive y^^ 
and do their best to make you comfortable for a day* Xti S.^ sfc-^tonis*^" 



ROBA DI BOMA. 
he people have not the thrift to turn some ^^ ^he haa^^ 
tbis beautiful country into apartments for the accu ^^ 
strangers during the summer months. AHere ca^ 
t they would he thronged ; for, as it is ^^^^^^^10^ 
^ is in demand. At Subiaco, Falestnna, ^^ ^^^^^^^ 
^ pass a charming villeggiatura withm ^f^f^^V, 
'banting scenery: hut there is not a house to De ^^' ^ 
rememher, my dear friend, the delightful days we^^* 
'Id Sahine towns, and the evening at ^*l««^"^*;jf„, 
no inn, and where the hospitable old woman ^^l^'^^^, 
ot bring her mind to kill the chickens she lovea 10 
^s we ^t at our tahle we saw her f^^^^Zt 
' of an old basket under the long bench of t^^_ ^*f . ["^^J 
iown its feathers, pressing it to her heart, and ^^^^^ 
^audible soliloquy, of which we only caught l^^S^^^ 
=>refisive of passionate affection and ejaculations 01 i«o 
^^ you doing ?" we cried to her. ^^^^ ^o 

norini miei (it is years ago, and we were s^^^ P^V^T of 
'^oriniX I am trying to mak% np "^y «^^^^ "^.^'^ -je 
^ill for your supper— bnt I cannot— I cannot-tney 
-so dear." 

-p'a sake, don't kill them for us !** we cried. ^ 
ile of satisfaction she gave lis as she heard this, 
eally— don't you want thena ? But in truth 1 ^ 

they are so beautiful, so dear," she kept repea 6 

i» and seated herself at our table, and be^oitoteU 

t«eai children," she said ; ** thirteen children— i»ob*^ 
'ong, broad-shouldered fellows, di huona pasta^ li^e 
truck her broad solid breast as she spoke. **But one 
^^x- died. He was the eldest — what a man t®^^ 
rtrait on the wall — ^an artist who stayed here ^^^ 
, Tvhat a beautiful strong fellow he was ! But be is 
lie is dead !" and the tears that began to ooze out 
e wiped away with her apron. «« So beautiful-^ 

so strong and broad-shouldered — and now dead! 

^self up a moment to her emotions, ejaculating, '* So 
iTxi I as she looked at his portrait on the waU. But 
« midst of this to glance through the open door of 
"^^^l * T"""^ *^*Vacce^ei« was superintending the 
.V^n^/ r ^^^'^^^^'^ became distracted, and she 
T^^Z^^l ^r ^'^^ *^^^ <^^^« for our mealin the 
wsTuD?dthl ^^'^^.^ ^^^'^ «^« cried out/ntwill 
w stupid these people are I ^h, he 



was so j 
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whert it rolls its cascade of foam, ^^ f}^^^^^ ^^ lilb 
astle above the town, or making fnenas i^ux the moDis 
>la8tica, or sitting among the ruins ot JVero»s j^m^ ^ 
far away from sight and sound of men ^hkTottgi^ the 
gorges I But all this would be vain to hope | ^Jbereis 
to render tkvOleggiatura there enchanting except a house 
oely families of Rome, who derive their titles fj^^j^ ^^ 
« which once they ruled over among the rxiountaim 
)r castles here and there, at which they sometinje^ ^^^J 
)r weeks in the summer. Many of these old casties and 
■nined, but some of them are still habitable- One of the 
m is the Barberini Palace at Palestrina, which ^^as built 
1 century upon the ruins of the ancient Temple of 
n the floor of a hall in this palace is the celebrated 
1 has afforded so much scope to the speculation of antU 
on which the family have lately printed an elaborate 
dth plates. For a long period this noble paiace was 
the family, but within the last two or three years the 
oe has passed his summer viUeggiatura there, and 
aaelf with excavating some of the Etruscan tombs in 
On opening one of these, which had r^nained intact 
jt of sight of mortal eye for thousands of years, a stone 
poa^d to view. The lid was carefully removed, and a 
i^^<^ of finest dust w^as seen upon the floor of the cofBn, 
^^ining the outline and figure of the occupant, that 
^v«r depressions of the eye sockets and the markings of 
>x3£r -were plainly visible. . It was the figure of a woman, 
t&jtrJSKyi^ of di^inction ; and on the neck of this dust 
^-ol^e^ necklace of the finest Etruscan workmanship, 
istied as it had come from the hands of the maker, 



^». *:»*—' •« »«.^^ wuit3 iruuj line nanus oi wie iiiai».ci. 

i3.ai^^*^ly delicate hollow chain with a holla, on which 



— -y ^ --»v*ivw i/uttiii wiia a oowc*, uii Twutvi* 

.^_3k m gold. There it lay perfect as ever, while 
^^^^^ ^iwrhich wore it had sifted away to dwt, and the 
^^^^^ ^^ ^^ *^® generation which saw it lia^ vanished 
-rx-ia^ princess took it from the neck of the Etruscan 

^.^^^f^'*^ the next night wore it on her own. 
?*^^^^^ ^ tfe'' Cl^teUani, whose admirable repro-X 

^*X,*-oved, however to lll^^ "^^^'^g ^'^^^ ''^'''°' 
r^ ^%allysucSe^">>^t'^-thanhi6W0^^^ 

^ ^'^^ ^t'^^^^tnents m the mechanic 
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..• « T* ;. . never «oding. » accompanied by the 

y«mm»ta«S- It M» »«r; or m»«^«^?*Ler8 tbemwlveB hare 

ibounue or accordion. tH>»"?*' i^eadfl toe "»*& » 
W..U,«.d Bbate aV>ove^e.r b^i.tbe^^.^J^-h.^f- 
abouTiM,, ox flourish around the g" ^^ Tbe aance u re^r 
»th l«t« ting a wild -ong ^ ^^^yement,i^ridthef«>eso(ihe 

rfonners blaze with heat «»d exciteinMi ^Moaetiines k«p it 

,«««ce back and forward. OiT^B ^^^ ^\i their body. Inthe.r , 

«atil the breath is nearly ^*®?.,*'^^e party to wear^outtbe 

.thusiasm it is a point of ambition for ^'^f, fdancerB however, and 

i^'- A circle is^ways formed around tUe^^ ^ ;, i„,tantly 

,b"^«r one partyl forced to Tetireb^^ ^^^^ and clap their 

^''ed by an^ef from the bystander^ ^^ ^^ ^^t invana- 

^ y join in the song. The "»«^^^^^duranoe a.* 8urpn«ng. 

^beaten by the women, whose powew «» ^ ^^^ trf^ph of the 

^^ tie dance is property perforxned ^^«^fo« her. while die, in 

^S S ^«^-lo-«%^« r^J^S^S^rsPBps her fingrn over 

« bJI^^^ victory, heats her tamlx>uni» 

J«?«'%r^«-^li«^«"^^J?^-.^ see the «rf.to«H«,?^"^^?£ 



"-T* as «2i.© wliirls roimd mm. 

,'*e Carnival season one may Bee 






season one may see^ noblest palaces by *e 

_ m t-be ball-roon*- ^f *»* ^ I*'«>^«^*^ 

J^^l **^ **^« »»«»«' nobility. ^^2n*^group of the people, the 

s^Z^ »>«lc>w. in the centre of »."»^^f J Jtmn^pantalooBB, 

PtOot^. '^^'^TOxaing. and fignrea »n ef5f'T^<^i„i, girU and men 

'■'* eve^'; «»-«-«-l3.tanlootor«. Trastevermr. '^^mTng^itb la^^tter 

"''d jesZ '™«-Srixiable dress— may Jje ^'^^^Vf and fatiguing toc^ 

^^"^^^ Wer ^^ oertainly with those vx ^^ 

'J'he J? «-"=»<:>^«?'e in the halL • . , country towns ate 

verrf^^'"«^«=^ X>ea8antry and inhabitants of «»« ^^^ the tbiimp 

^S^itf ^^ *3..^^; Ld during the «»^*»«'«Sf 5h^ guitar. 

"'^^w ^^ -fcl*e<«^««'^''^*«8lod with the throb^tB^S^^^ 

'°'Ct" ^:^^*«-^ or to look on «-d, ^P^?^" ^S^rAj Bot 
'''awTon h^ *^^*^ very picturesque ; a»d I^"*«"» ^/a,e«)Mene8. 
<^fte« C-« -^ **=nagiiiti^n in hie clever outlme <>f •f^^^S'^^et to 




"'^ «A« be«.,t^ -^^- ««*a'^ of water-melons close Dy, '^^^^ ^^g at a ba 

"^Kfr^l^^^ * ^r^i as the dancers get hot and pan tog ttoy JP 
.;„. .. "'^ ^a.^^^^ ^^^^ ^U^g their mouths with its •^rj" J^ee. 
^Sr-een rinds into the air ana rush again »w ^^ 
^liiig earrings glance ttua Slitter, ^^^ *^^j^,ing 
^•^».«as on their neck, rise axid fall with v»^ 



,0«A P' •*"*• 



HOBA V* ^here great exercise 

43« „,-ce at "^y JVw is this to be avoided m 

^ — ;\ Rome is not a. p»«^ eBpcci*"^ ^ j^^ difference of tem- 

rmmet. The sun is g«J«'^S.ade so «»»* ver. , „ . . .^e 

pexature feU on T^'PS inspiration ^^ * ^^indows of all but the 
take ooU— M>d a check of pei^tl ope» *»® IL-se aw closed, and "^® 
"^^^'i the night the Bo^-^«^ ,S. ^-^'^^^ "e to time waj^ « 
Bleepmg rooms, tut as soon as ^, ..^JTlong within ^o""^^^ 

blinds let down to keep m t*»\"J thuB all ^^yVe^ilyrise very ^^T 
sprinkled on the brick floora, anj^^ Rotnana g«^J*^ j[,^ all the shops 
may be cool and comfortable- necessary- ^fo. Bvery- 

and take what exercise they deem ^^^ j^^e tneir ^^ ^^ ^^^^ 

are closed for two hours, and^n ^ PomP*"' , pavement, 
thing then is silent in the B^^f^nd flashes ^^^ JJ^eW over it. 
««d basks on the white l^«««**'^*e stmsbine that^^; ^„d shriU 
1'he earth drinks in the «tnmenag «^j^^ c^^^'^^'J^^ voice of 
and everything seems to sleep, fj ^^jg and de««. j,,ttle 

«U day long, cease to jar among ^ ^^ ^ore, and the ca 
the eontadint among the vines is Hear ^^^^^ 

t^u^*"" ^'''•ongh the streets. horizon the ^P"» ^^ ca/« 

fi^r^r.^^ «"^ «i«^« d^'^^v^^-f^Ld benches in ^^J "^Usders 
«^^,?f houses- All the cbaiw «^J ^^ companies of pw^^ 
•^^2i^^*^« streets are throng^^^^^^^ d««^ TThe "S*^" 
'^'■^^^'^'L-"'"^ ^'^ '"^ r ox^^STcorridors of ^; |^^„o, 
ttat i^^ohixts through the long ^ ^ Gandolfo w ^^ 

'^Ao/e^/or r^Tiles fr^m Albano or ^a together, and pa ^^ 

'"'^aaT"^f^ ixiaybe seen lo»«^".i*t8 of the g^**^ The 
P^rple^t^^^ *o l«>k through tt^« *^^^;rr the CaBip«^J ,, the 
;^ «f?^ tl^^t deepens every xnomen^o^^^ T*e vU.^ 

'^s* tA*.; ^n«^«^ their song as "** T . ^me in from the v; 

S^t b„^«-ci,«.r<i«. bearing ozier ^J^^^ads. There w »^ 
«'t)oadT'''e« <,f- l>TU8h-wood on *f^^-\uing their g«»' T^y 
r^ti^t^ fo«.^e«ixa, v^here woxnen -e fil^J they mat* e J. J 
^''^^e S V«.fc«r, and P»'*«'^,S„*** J^a<«fes. Broad-ho«ea ^^ 
'^n d^^^ ifc« .s^^ight like stout cart/ distance you M» 

>^C>^^^j^::.ruVSfe^rni"-n^^^^ 

tK' ^-^^r-iS^ -^-^*^^Z-and mounting ^P ^^jXw i^%f 
*^ aowe^^^^^^^^X-es.ihey stB.v^ at y°?,T"*^, J^ "heir nettedfoWj- 
"»<1 Trao- f k *^** ^ "^^.Z^^ The sheep are huddled into tne 



YILLEGGIATURA— EVENING ANO NXGKT. 

.nnder the triangular hood in front is running ctloout on the 
wine-casks, and uttering volleys of little sharp yelps and bai 
the cars rattle through the streets. If you -watoli the wine-ca 
down into the valley you will see them pull tip SLt the wayside 
tains, draw a good flask of red wine from orie o£ the casks, and 
replace it with good fresh water. 

The griUi now begin to trill in the grass arxA the hedges are i 
with fire-flies. From the ilex groves and tlae gardens nightine 
sing until the middle of July ; and all svimmer long glow-wo 
show their green emerald splendour on the grey walls, and fi 
under the roadside vines. In the distance you hear the laueh 
girls, the song of wandering promenaders, axid the burr of disti 
tambourines, where they are dancing the saltardlo. The dve 
hoots from the old tombs, the harhagianni ctiis^vvers torn the crum 
ling ruins, and the plaintive, monotonous chzu owls call to ea. 
other across the vales. The moonlight lies in great still sheets 
splendour in the piazza, and the shadows of the houses are c\ 
sharply out in it, like blocks of black mar"ble. The polished leave 
of the laurel twinkle in its beams and rustle as the wind sifts throng 
them. Above, the sky is soft and tender ; great, near, palpitan 
stars flash on you their changeful splendour of emerald, topaz, anc 
ruby. The Milky Way streams like a delicate torn veil over tht 
heavens. The villa fronts "whiten in the moonlight among the grey 
smoke-like olives that crowd the slopes. Vines -wave from the old 
towers and walls, and from their shadow comes a song to the accomr 
paniment of a guitar — ^it is a tenor voice, singing •«^<»i ti scordar, 
nan ti scordar di meP 

Nothing can be more exquisite than these summer nights in Italy. 
The sky itself, so vast, tender and delicate, is hke no other sky. The ^ 
American sky is bluer, hut harder, more metallic. There is all the \ 
difference between the two that there ia "between a feeling and an. 
opinion. As you stand on one of the old halconies or walk along 
the terraces of the Frascati villas, looking dov^m over the mysterioua 
Campagna, and listening to the continuous plash of fountains and the 
song of nightingales, you feel Italy — ^tlie Italy of Homeo and Juliet, i 
Everything seems enchanted iu the tender splendour. The stars 
themselves bum with a softer, more throbbing and impulsive light. 
The waves of the cool, delicate air, paBsiixg over orange and myrtle 
groves, and breathing against the "brow and cheeks, seem to blow 
open the inmost leaves of the hook, on which youth painted its 
visionary pictures with the colours of dreams 1^^ * ^®^^' 7 a*^^ 
this is Italy— the Italy we drea.ii^^a of— not thelta^^ of tteaa 
couriers, mendicants and postilioxis, \j^^ ^^ xomaa^^®' ^^^» 
passion. 
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and early in May. the P^*^^l* ^^pa§^!> 
o Home to plongli and sow the ^*^^^^ ^,, ,ii, 
lunation Ib gone, and most of the^^^^t^ to their 
Tth^y remam rtotil the Ixarvest-time dra Ja ^^^ . 
everywhere on tlie road, in larger or smaller eompanies, 
oner on foot, witli tlieir bundle of clothea pii^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
ig not uncommon for a mother to carry her infant child 
er basttet in the sanae apparently perilous manner. Long 
.er enables them to hear heavy weights with ease and 
heir little ones, lulled hy the easy halancing motion, sleep 
itire security. The larger hands are often accompanied by 
drawn by oxen, in which they bring their family utensila 
their articles of famitnre, and their household gods. 
erally assemble in. the Piazza Montanara in Eome, or 
ometer, where they are hired by the fattori of the great 
len tbe appointed day for harvesting arrives, at the ear- 
of dawn they gather together here, and form themselves 
lies. ^^^ ^® gaiety and hustle. Each company has a 
^^ .y^th coloured cloths, garlands of laurel and box, and 
es of trees, to which are yoked one or two pairs of white 
heir horns, necks, and yokes gay with sprigs of flowers, 
A fluttering ribbons. Into this some of the company 
tlie rest walk beside it, or follow after it, playing tam- 
crpiP^^' pipes, and other instruments. Dancing, singing 
y ^Yxe festive processiona thus - take their way through 
/I issuing from the different gates, wind picturesquely 

:ie 



OanaP^^* to their golden ground of harvest, 
jiarvest they never return to the city, but work all 
^^^ to twilight, rising by three o*clock, and intermitting 

j^ at mid-day, when they take their siesta ; at seven 
^ e^t *^®^^ breakfast ; at noon they dine ; after which 

^x-s' s^®®P' ^^®^ *^® *^®e« or in any spot of shade ; and 
^ evening the day's work is over, and the time of supper 

- ^^ the hard labour under a burning sun, the harvest is 
^ festival, and the humblest fanner saves his money for 
^ supply the little group of labourers with wine and 
^ They who ordinarily eat meat only once a week 

f' three meals of it daily. In the larger farms, owned 

^o'P^®*^''^' *^^^^ ^' ^^ ^^^^* ^^ S^^ ^^^® *^^ provisions 
^ The companies are organized with directors and offi- 

' ^iye^^^ \*J!^"i*^ ^ ^^^ measuring and distributing 



ef^ 



Sed to stimulate the harvesters. They always remain 
^^bere the food is brought to them, and they eat and 
tJiere. 



villeggiatura-.harvest-ho:mh:. 23^ 

Every kind of coatume may be seen acaoxig them, fi^om the 
brilliant docari of Naples on the one side, t-o 'the people of the 
Tuscan Maremma on the other; from the sno'wy bead-dress and 
scarlet bodice to the broad flapping Tuscan strct^wa. Women^ men 
and children work together in the fields ; axi<i as they reap, half- 
hidden in the golden grain, their varied and "binLlliant costumes glow- 
ing in the sun are extremely picturesque in effect. But at twilight the 
grouping is more pictorial. As soon as the clay's work is over they 
begin to amuse themselves ; the hc^pipe snores out its droning 
music, the nervous little pipes embroidering it with variations and 
the bells of the tambourine jingling an accoxckpaniment Here are 
some sitting in groups and singing their popiilar songs and ballads 
in chorus, or listening to some canta etorzce. with his guitar from 
Naples ; there are others dancing the taramtella. or saltarello in the 
foreground, while great wheeled wains and lazy white oxen are seen 
in the middle distance among yellow stack^s of grain and heaps of 
agricultural implements, and behind are the misty mountains rising 
up against the soft sky. 

On many of the farms ia a huge caserma or stone bam, where the 
labourers sleep at night ; but when this is not the case, temporary 
capanne^ or huts l)f thatched straw, are "bnilt neai the harvesting 
ground, where the principal cooking is done, and where the harvesters 
sleep on straw spread npon the earth. Sometimes, if the spot be 
particularly damp and miasmatic, the hut is set high upon poles, and 
they pass the night in the air. The poor and improvident, who 
sleep upon the ground, have but too often to pay the severe penalty 
of fever and ague, and many of them return to their homes wretched^ 
sallow, and shaking with disease. On the Agro Romano, or Cam- 
|)£^:na immediately in the vicinity of Roncie, they may do this with 
comparative impunity, if they are careful ; hut lower down on the Pon- 
tine marshes the fever is sure to exact a heavy proportion of victims. 
At the harvesting season time is too precious to be lost, and even 
on Sundays and/es^a-days the labourera are permitted to work. An 
altar is, however, raised for each company in the fields, which is 
decorated with flowers and green bovigha, and here in the open ait 
mass is performed to the harvesters, ijvlxo Tmeel about the altar on 
the grass. 

Sometimes the same set of labourers ia hired to harvest on two 
opposite portions of the Oampagna, so that they must paas througU 
the city to go from one to the otlxer. 'Thia transit is «• ^^f^"^*^^ 
itself. It generally is made at midnig^k^t, or even lat«t. }-^^ f 
of Borne, which are usually closed, tio poor passengers ^^^\^^^ ^ . 
o'clock, are always open to the rea.t»rs whatever ^^^^^'^Lvo lo th^ 
and long after Rome is fast asleep^ xts aownding a W®^ ^ 
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r o^* «^ ^vST «>^^f Ai ^'*'' A ^»*^t^ gulden grain, aa 

rd»**«''t\o^r°^«' %ea V^^ tot <*^^.* ie o^**^^ gleaners. M 

.^e. Se vo^«*^S>^t ^ t\.e,^t.TeT*^Va^ the adjacent 
?«t^1?^^rcouu«y *j;vu ^^Jt-Vxe\»^ft,rT*^e^^,U of a trumpet or 

,n«*» JTaer is »*^Jw, a?**^ f'.av. ^^*x\M^ \,f> can find. The 
•W^ %\a o^^^Xw^ ^'^'^S d»^ *£tir ^»^SeBt varies acco J'^ 

• or ti»re« men, ^»bo »'^ ^ a» -toeft^^V-ta" the ratting <>' ^ 
* tieir lox^g ^WP» ** ^rtiot- ^« .. u tf^, ^ day long f^ 

' «*)d *fa« sifting of «^*^f tJxe *^*^^ tl^««,TCJed ^-^^ '^ „ 
Bk.llan in its *- 
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During the early autumnal months, nothing can. loe more exquisite 
than the landscape about Eome. A delicate vapovir silvers over the 
fttr-oflF range of the horizon, where the mountains almost mingle with 
the sky. Nearer they are tremulous with, tiexi^er floating lights 
and transparent violet shadows, with purple baix^s and jiatches where 
the forest is growing, or streaks of dark bltxe "wbere shadows aie 
cast upon them by the wandering clouds. Clixrxbing along the slopes 
which are of a rich golden brown now tha4> -tlie harvest has heeo 
reaped, delicate grey olives almost seem to float like puffs of motioa- 
less smoke, casting a spectral shadow on -tlie ground beneath, or 
where the sun strikes athwart them they 8h.o^?v- their silvery tops as 
flat as if they had been sheared by the scy tlie. In the green vine- 
yard rows the vine-leaves are beginning to rust ; and here and there 
are seen splashes of brilliant crimson and yellow among the purple 
grapes. Cone-like cypresses stand dark and serious amid the lighter 
foliage, showing their golden balls in the slanting sun. Solemn 
parliaments of tall stone-pines, with amber-'brown trunks and broad 
green tops are gathered here and there in. groves, or stand alone 
guarding the ruins of some ancient tomb over which they cast their 
shadow. Little towns and villages are spotted in soft brown upon 
the mountain sides. Under the villa walls and in the hedge-rows 
are flocks of goats, that browse at their will or sleep in the shade. 
Beneath the eaves of the farm-houses or along the loggie are hung 
clustering ears of brilliant yellow maize, and set ixpon the ledge to 
dry in the sun are rows of red tomatoes. Against the grey villa 
walls here and there a rose-hued oleander rears its rich clusters of 
flowers, or a pomegranate or orange tree shows its glowing fruit. 
Grey oxen are in the valley straining at the plough, and turning up 
the rich brown soil, or stopping to drink at some great stone tank. 
Look wherever you will all is rich and lovely in colour, and pictorial 
in grouping and outline, and over the wliole landscape is a soft 
bloom like that upon a delicate plum. 

In the latter part of September comes the vintage festival, whicU 
is the most antique and picturesque of al\. it \b the remnant of the 
old Roman Dionysia, purged of its ancient licentiousness, but T^etam- 
in<^ many of its most salient peculiarities. Baochus alone, of all the 
antique gods of Rome, still survives. Tn some places on the co^^^f^ 
of Naples his osciUa or masks are still li^x-Qg ^P^nthe tteesmtn 
vineyards for luck, and songs are snng ix^ -^is praise, and. toas^^ a 
worn in the procession of the vintage eus in the ancient days- ^^ 
Bacchus also has survived in tlie speecli oi the peopVe» ^ ^ ^^ 
Bwear, " Fer Bacco — Per Dvngi oir JD^noi {Bimyg^ \^k "Bao 
the ancient hassi rilievi representiiig -tkxe triumpbal t^®^^^^^ 

VOIi. I. 
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ype of tke modem procession of tbeVTO ^ 

^^exe, by-the-way, a canons ^^^^^^IrelyL^^'o^^' 
18 may ^ remarked. « IWa m«> " is .^^^^7.^^ exclamation 
den surpTise or wonder ; « Jlfa<?onna m«», <^; my ^^ ^^^. 
'Per Cristor of hatred and revenge, xx w la the Bame of 
, and not of God (as with ns), that imprecations, eum», and 
ictions, are invoked hy an Italian npon persons and things 
have excited his rage ; and the reason is very »nxiple. Ckist 
im the judge and avenger of all, and so reprinted in every 
3 he sees, from Orgagna's and Michael Aogelo's ** Last Jndg- 
down, while the Eternal Father is a peaceful old figure 
ig over him as he hurls down dennnciationa on the damned. 
has but two aspects to him— one as the Bambino or hahy, 
le as the terrible avenger of all. The oath comes from the 
I ages, -when Christ was looked npon mostly in the latter 
• but in modem days he is regarded as the innocent babe on 
> of tjie Madonna. Generally, the oaths of the Italians are 
it, and they have not forgotten some which their ancient 
►rs used. They still swear hy the loveliest of the heathen 
the god of genial nature, Bacchus ; and among their com- 
. exclamations are " Per £acco" ** Corpo di BcuxoJ* It is 
)mnion among them also to swear by some beautiful plant, as 
3rs " capp^^r or the arhntns fruit, " wrbesszdli^ as well as 
arch-pri®**' " ^''^ciprete^ whoever he may be. Nor do they 
to gi'^® force to their sentiments on special occasions even hy 
the cabbage to witness, ** aavofo/" But the most general 
«« acctdente^ or apoplexy, which one hears on all occasions. 
jrd as ordinarily employed is merely an expletive or excla- 
but when used in anger intentionally as a malediction, 
the form ** Oh^ «««^ ctcddente ti piglia,'' (May an apoplexy 
e you^y i* ^® *^® most terrible imprecation that can come from 
of a Catholic,— for its real meaning is, "May so sudden a 
trike yon, that you may have no chance for absolution by 
St, and so go down to helL" The being not utterable to ears 
i seldom j^j?"^ ^ in Borne hy his actual name DiavdOy 
phrase, " ^p to the devil," is shocking to an Italian; but 
ooth down his name into ** Diamine,'' or " -D«ascanc '^ and 
e their conscien^s and their tongues from offence. ' 
^son af ^^^^^^^"^^ is one of great gaiety and license-* 
aturnalia., wnere tbe tongue wags as it Ukes—and all sorts of 
are ^^^"^JJZ^^ offence. When " Liber Pater " gives ns 
ae, *'^^ -^«^> shaU we not be gay? The season is come 
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rue grapeg strain their ripe purple skins witli -vnxK^a,^-. i,. 
«^unk m the suMhine of .U the smmner-they liaaig in fefn? ^® 
cl,«te« on the rusting vines, their seeds J^rx.^i^,^^''^ 
a»d the tinw to pluck them has come. Tl^eySiust^i ^,!!"^ 
luBcious ill their ripeness, or our wine mil laofe its flavom ^ *~ 
the vintage— and, P»twfoi«»«fe»w»ta! ^ *o 

In we go among the vines. There are sooTes of pictn««» 
«mt8 plucking grapes, with laughter and jest, and h3"t?*- 
mto deep baskets, till their purple bunches loll over oTa ^ 
with juice. Some are mounted on ladders to reach «? ^^f^^o'st 
some on foot below gathering the lowestr-^tixd the h^t ^at— 
buckets, as soon as they are filled, are borne off on thJ^ "f^**"" 
great basket wain, into which they are all trunbled iZ *^ *** * 
very oxen themselves seem to enjoy it, as tHev stanrlffc ^"*® 

the vines deoorated with ribbons, and waitixia: to wl^ '^'^^ 
«unny fieight of grapes. The dogs bark, t^l girls k^.T'L^^f 
out of the arm of the awains, who threaten them ^th "It, «! f 
wart creatures they are too, and able enoueh to <nio«q t\!Z, i 
and the smack of their hand on his cheek of bJ^l^S*'^^.' 
to him, though he takes the practical ^eproofl^' J^SiS^ 
lau^ «^ is ready to try his luck ^ when a cw'X^^"' 
When the grapes are all gathered they are heaped into great stone 
vat«, and, crowned witix vine leaves, the peasant*, barelegged to 
theur thighs, leap mto them, and with joke and song tread down the 
grapes, whose rich juice runs out below into a great butt. As they 
crush them down new heaps are emptied in, and it is no smaU 
exerciae to keep them under. The juice spurts over them and stains 
than crimson— the perspiration streams from their forehead— they 
pant with excitement, and as they brush away their wet hair they 
streak their feces with purple. When one is wearied out by this 
fatigumg work another takes hia place, and so the dance goes on 
until the bait of the juice is expressed. The skins are then 8ub--> 
jected to the wooden press, which gives a second and ordinary ^ 
qu^ty of wine, and water is frequently poureft over them as they dry. 

These dried skms and steins, whetx burned and reduced to char- ,' 
coal dust, form the hasis of the blackest and most permanent ink. 
They are impwted in large quantities ixito Enstlaod, and from them i 
is manufectured the ink used in printing the bwik-notea of the Bank ' 
of England. 

ITie juice after it is expressed ia rKmred into latae butte and 
covered over. For weeks it boils ana. "bubbW in vidtent iermenta^ 
tion, throwing to the sur&ce all the dir* staVV nd ext«*®°^ *^^ 
stances that may have fallen into it. \^^*oonBta»t^y akimmed 
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irown away. Therefore, my most /^^'^^l^^L tlioughts 
ir pleasure in drinking the ItaUan wine oe m ^^^^ ^^ ^^^y 
uncleanliness of the feet that tread it out. ^^ ^^^^ ^^t, 
i and scnibhed weU before the ^^^ TL^ off in its scum 
^ere they not, the boiling wine ^^^^ ^^'T .^^ of All Saints 
particle of uncleanliness. It is not tiU *^^ a y^^ ^^^ . ^ ^^ 
^e wine has become quiet enougli w ^™ ^ _ed. so iihat its 
^ndasciutto. By January i* 1^^ ^^^"^^ "^^^^ 
f can really be judged. ._ ..vea nlaoe. Tbi* 

en the wine is made the vintage P^»^'^^^ ^re sometimes 
>ny. in which the classical and tlie ^^^^^^ , picturesque. 
>«8ly mingled together, is always f^^^^^/go into the 
^ould r^Uy 8^ it in its perfection you mn^t g^^ 
^m towns far from the city ; for old <'^^?^ ^^^e done 
I the highway of travel, and tbe last fifty J^^c^^^ ^^^^ 
^ obliterate the tra^^es of classical customs m moa 
Previous centuries had been able to effect. ^^^t, who is 

' procession is led off by the l^^^^^^^^^^^^^H^hus. He 
' o^ the occasion by his comrades to ^^^P^^^^^d carries 
^^e^ With ivy and vine leaves ^^f ^f ^^^ «^^ ^pped 
^^<i ft thyrms twined with flowers, leaves, ^^ l^' thei's or 
* Piiio^oone as in the ancient days. Instead ot a P* ^^ 
d « lixcie, a fresh, well-dressed sheep's skin, stained w ^^^^ 
>resexxt; ita spotted skin, is swung from bis s^^^^^";^^ 
omo ^rroupsof women clad in their richest c^f^Tfnf grapes 
fir i^^acis baskets of grapes, and boys carrying clusters oi g ^ 
If -n«^ci<3s. Bacchantes and XerwK, waving cane P^^®f^ ^ng 
*^® «X>«iys, or beating their ringing tambourines, twru ^^^ 
l^^^^^s or mandolines, and pum^nng their accordions,^ 
a iiixinfc. Then come great carts, richly adorned wn ^^ 
s, le^-v-Gs and flowers, tugged along by creamy ^^®^ /rji^^r 
^'^P^— jxaioe ; and, finally, the procession closes by a fa* ^ ^ 
* stTxifiPfed paunch, on a donkey, tricked out in some ^^^^^^ 
and. izul^ face staited with grapes, ^^rho represents Silei^^^ - 
oes, s^ixzL^s, and rolls about on his long-eared beast, preten^^ ^ 
^rviTk '^ . This is the wit of the town, and he has fuU license o 

ooa^lo^wiaL tio abuse everybody and scatter his sarcasms rigl^**^ 
Ovtt&^<3L^^ &re cantadini v^th. lighted torches, who wave them '^ 
o as -^:M=M.Gy go, after the antique custom — ^and with beating^^ 
urix2f»sr^ mandolines, and guitars, screaming of horns, ^J^ 
igixA ^^ongs, shouts of F*va JB<x.cco I CEvoe Bacchus I) V^ '^ 
T^Tya^^g y^ X — -dancing, grimacing, arkd gesticulation, the joyjj^ 
lax^ zKack^kes ite festive way aJong the fields and town. * 



VILLEGGIATURA— WINES- 245 



very pa/rroco himself does not disdain to enteT lieart and sonl ; 
the festival and to join in the procession. 

The vine in the Roman States is trained xipoo. cane poles, placed 
at regular distances from each other in long lines, and often inter- 
laced into a sort of diamonded fencework. N'ea.r the house there ia 
almost invariably a longfcovered arbour, over* -wliich the grape-viDea 
are trained, and this frequently surmounts a. Z€>ggia^ under the gruen 
shadow of which one may be protected froxn tilie dun even in high 
noon. When the ripe grapes hang their temiptiiig clusters overhead 
and Roman girls lean over the loggia wall, or dance the mltarelil 
under it, the effect is very picturesque. Tliese arbours make a 
striking feature of all the Campagna houses and wayside osterias; 
and under them is generally a stone table or bench, where the 
family come to sit and the frequenters of tiie t^sieria take their wiiuj 
or dinner. 

The vines are well cultivated and hear delicious grapes; bi^ 
nothing can be more careless than the manner in which the wine is 
made. No pains are taken in the selection and distribution of the 
grapes so as to obtain different qualities of wine; but good and 
had, stems and all, are cast pell-mell into one great vat, and the 
result, of course, is a wine far inferior to tliat which might be pro- 
duced. Were the Romans as careful and skilful as the French in 
their modes of manufacture, they might produce wines equal, if not 
superior, to the best wines of Burgundy. As it is, a large quantity 
of the grape juice is only fit to be converted into brandy, and for 
that purpose is exported to England and other countries. When 
any care, however, is expended in its manufacture, the wine is very 
rich and full-flavoured, and has great body. Tlie strongest wine^s 
that grown in the vineyards near Genzano and Yelletri, and the 
lightest and most delicate comes from the country about Orvieto- 
The Orvieto is a pale faint-coloured wine, of a sweetish flavour, halt 
way betweeen the purest cider and claanipag;ne. It comes to Bonnie 
im thin bulbous flasks, half covered with a network of woven flags 
or straw, and is sold at two :pauls the f^aak in retail. ThesAvt^et 
Frascati wine is more robust and leas delicate in flavour, l^ ^^le 
porthem portion of the Koman Btatea th.e richest and most-esteeiae 
wme is the famous Est, grown in tlie vicinity of "Monteflascone. 
owes its name to the Bishop JoKann "ESigger, who, being t^-^^^ 
good hving, was in the habit of seTiding h\a servant b^ ^^ ^ 
whenever he travelled, to ascertain -svloLexe the "^st v^ia^,J ^^ 

found, so that the worthy bishop xnigV^t take his ^^S'^^^ ^heT- 
towns where he could best satisfy Ixis palate. T^® ^^woi est C"^* 
ever he found a good wine, wrote oxx -tlie walla ^e \^^^ 
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. and vben lie came to Moutefiaacono, «> impressed was he with 
* excellence of its wine that be wrote est, erf, esC^ ^ signify that it 
\ trebly good ; and bo indeed tbe excellent bishop found it to his 
\ for here be died, as the story goes, from partaking of it too 
ly. In ibe catbedral, any one vbo doubts the fact may see his 
lament, with this inscriptioii, written by bis valet : ^^Est—eglh' 
Projker nimium est, JocmiMB de FoucriSy domintu mens, moT' 

be famous aetmum of the ancient Romans, which was the favour- 
beverage of Augustus and his courtiers, and is celebrated by 
tial and Juvenal, grew upon the hills around Setia (now Sezze), 
tie mountain town near the confines of the Roman and Neapo- 
L States, overhanging the Pontine marshes, and is of a similar 
ity to that grown at Yelletri. Previous to his time the Gaecn- 
wine, which was produced in the vicinity of Fundi (now 
li), was considered the best, but in time it degenerated through 
carelessness of the cultivators and lost its reputation. The 
id rank among wines was given to the Falemian, which was 
n on the agger Faustianus, a small district extending between 
ilassic hills around Sezze to the river Yoltumo. This was a 
I heady wine, which was softened by honey. It required a 
ring of ten years before it was in its prime for drinking, and 
preserved its good qualities for twenty additional years. When 
£ before maturity it produced headache and irritated the 
us system. The best of the Falemian vineyards are now in 
Lands of Messrs. Gotterell and Company, English bankers at 
» ; and the wine, which is better m^de than it was by the 
at Romans, is still much esteemed. The Latin poets have 
the Falemian familiar to all by their praises, and Horace was 
atly addicted to it :— 

** Est, qui nee veterispocuU Massici, 
Kec partem solido demere de die 
Spemit."— (Od. i. 1.) 

) Albanum, which was grown on the Alban Hill, was in the 
rank, and was of various qualities : the cmgterum, which is 
ailed asciutto, red and roughish on the tongue, like the Yelletri 
enzano wines ; the duke (dcUce) or sweet wine, such as that of 
iti ; and the tenii<e or thin wines, which were of the class of 
vieto. The distinctions now are only between the ddloe and 
!o and the rosso and Homco, 

se wines are still in some places kept in sheepskins after the 
sr of the ancients, but ordinarily they are stored in great butts 
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and drawn ofif into small casks, to be carriea -toTtome. The tall 
two-wheeled wine carts, on which they are pacfeeo- in regular rowR, 
are very picturesque. A triangular hood, covered with rough, 
undressed sheepskin, and supported on polea, is fixed on the left 
side of the carretta, under the shade of whicla. -fclie driver sits and 
sleeps as he jars along the road. It is dra^WTo. l>y one horse, whose 
head-stall is decorated with a tall pompoon or t xLJt of cock's feathers 
rising between his ears. The saddle is surra oianted by handles or 
horns, studded thickly over with brass nails, an.a suspended between 
them is a thin circular or semi-lunar brass platie that revolves in its 
sockets with every movement of the horse. Under his belly and 
close to his jaw is a string of bells, fixed to a 1:>aiid of fur, that jingle 
as he goes. A little dog of the Pomeranian "breed invariably accom- 
panies the carretta, sleeps, eats, and lodges tliere, faithfully guarding 
it day and night, and showing his white teetli with a sharp, piercing 
and continuous yell, rather than bark, if any one approaches it. 
The carrettteri, who are merely carriers, and not proprietors of the 
freight they carry, generally set off in the latter part of the after- 
noon, and if their journey he long they travel all night, resting 
during the hours when the heat of the sun would set the wine into 
fermentation. They certainly do not enjoy a very good reputation 
for honesty ; and not only levy very free contributions on their 
freio-ht for their own internal well-being — considering with St Paul 
that a little wine is good for the stomach's sake— but also seU it out 
along the road, supplying the void they make by the addition of 
wholesome spring water ; so that the full-bodied Yelletri often growfi 
very feeble before it reaches its destination in Home. 

This however, is the least danger wbich the wine incurs. A^ 
soon as' it enters the gates it is destined to far worse adulteration ot 
every kind, and lucky is he who gets a bottle of pure and smcei^ 
wine from any osteria, pot-house, or drinking-shop within the wa\ a- 
To guard gainst the levying of private cnstoms in kind by tuo 
carreUi&re, each is furnished with a little cask for his own consump- 
tion, filled with the best wine. This, bowever, he is t^ ^^^l 
drink, as his thirst can always be satiated by milking ^^^ ^^^^!L 
cow oi the padrone ; and he therefore kLeepa it nnadultetated for «aie^ 
on his own account in Home, where pTxrcbasers are always reaay 
give him a good price, and to thank: liim too. ^^^te 

The principal vintners have snTDterranean caves wae ^^^ ^^ 
Testaccio, that hnge artificial hiU of ea-rtbem shards at ^^^^ 

'the Aventino, near the pyramid o f O atii^ia S^estins. ^^]?^^ at fixst 
their great butts of wine, and carry on their a^^^^^V^Lthe a^^I^ 
hand. From here the wine is distri\>\xt^d in detail atao^fe 
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and osierias^ where it is aubmitted to new praxstices. -^ g |^ .^ ^^^ 
fore, oouiparatively pure at Monte Testaccio, this i^ ^ ^^^^^^J 
resort of the Romans (mfesta afternoons, iwrlio go there to phyhoccie 
or paUoM on the open space, and drink -w^ine and Ixu^^]^ ^^ ^^^ 
benches and tables set out before the wine-cellars and osterias. The 
porous character of the hill itself is well ad.apted to pre^ry^ ^g 
wine, and the cellars are worth visiting. 

After the vintage is over, come the October festivals, the ottobraie 
as they are called, when the Romans twice a week during the wiole 
month are in the habit of going out to the villas and vinejards 
about Rome in companies to dance, sing, and picnic under the trees, 
' Every Monday and Thursday they may be seen dressed in the 
gayest costumes ; and crowded as in Carnival times into an open 
<»rriage, some sitting on the hood, some on the box, and shaking 
their tambourines and thrumming their guitars as they pass alon*' 
through the streets of the city. The carriage is generally decorated 
^ly, and the horses wear bright ribbons and feathers on their head- 
stalls and saddles. In the Villa Borghese every Thursday groups 
are gathered everywhere, with their picnics spread out on the grass. 
ihere they sing and dance the mltarello, and give themselves up to 
Itel-*'^^ ^oiic with a freedom and disregard of bystanders peculiarly 

When the ^rst profuse rains fall, as they generally do, in fhe 

latter part of September or the first part of October, the summer 

vtU^giatura is over and the families begin to flock back to Rome, 

which is noHr a^ai» h^lthy. Kow begins the autumn vdleggiatuTCL 

when the hunting and sporting season commences ; and many who 

We spent the summer m the city go out to the mountains and 

plams to fish and shoot. In some parts of Italy, as in Siena, it is 

the custom for tlxe pnncipal families to go to their countir villas 

only during the apru^ and autumn, while they pass the heats of 

the summer in tlx& ^^^^^ Their beautiful villas are empty during 

tbe months of July ^^^^ -August ; and only when the game season 

commences, and t^^^ autuym hegmg to rust the leaves, do they 

return to the countJrXi ^a^nly have I sought a satisfactory reason 

for this custom. '^ -^ ^^J'osfume^ is the only answer I have ever 

received: to which ^ ^r^ ^^^ say that it seems to me a "custom 

more honoured in ti^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ the observance." Ma che voletef 

i U costume, 
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